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Hello Compatriots,
It’s the first of May and we are still held in Covid-19 prison. So
far I have not heard of any sad stories coming from our
chapter. I hope we can keep it that way. This update is coming
from your Vice President Tim Milligan as President Doug is still
recovering. The key word in the last sentence is “recovering”.
Doug has had a tough go of it. He is in rehab and hopefully will
be back by the October 17th meeting. Prayers are still in order.
Although the Chapter has cancelled meetings through May,
the Board of Governors has been meeting by phone and Zoom.
In the last meeting there was discussion about our Chapter’s
finances. We have been blessed over the last several years by
having a surplus in our checking account. This kept our dues at
a level point. In the same period costs have gone up and
perhaps more importantly, we have increased the number of
scholarships and medals we are awarding. With this in mind,
to stay solvent, we need a modest dues increase. The BOG
voted and passed a $6 annual dues increase. This is, I believe,
less than your favorite latte. Perhaps we should have
increased this by $2 per year over the last 3 years but we
chose to keep it level. I hope this won’t put an undue strain on
your budget.
It is with some sadness that I report that Vic McMurry has resigned from day-to-day involvement of the club. He is not
leaving the chapter just the responsibilities as trustee and webmaster. With that in mind, please be receptive of a call
from one of your fellow members asking you to step up and fill a position. I promise you won’t be asked to do more that
you are able.
And now for some great news. Last week was the Giving Challenge and many of you and your Compatriots stepped up to
heed the call. We raised $1,860 and that will be doubled to $3,720. Congratulations for a great job. That almost fully
funds our youth awards for the coming year.
Well that’s about it for now. Please stay well and pray for the first responders and medical staff. With the curve being
flattened, perhaps some of us can go in for that overdue tummy tuck. Hope to see you all in October.
Tim Milligan
Vice President, Saramana Chapter SAR
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Saramana Upcoming Events


May 9, SAT: Commemoration of the Battle of Pensacola CANCELLED



May 25, MON: Memorial Day Parade; Sarasota, FL CANCELLED



June 12-13, FRI-SAT: FLSSAR Board of Management Meeting, Annual Meeting, and
Banquet; Embassy Suites, Kissimmee, FL



June 12-13, FRI-SAT: South Atlantic District Meeting; Embassy Suites, Kissimmee, FL



June 13, SAT: Manasota Regents Council DAR Flag Day Luncheon CANCELLED



July 10-15, THU-FRI: 129th NSSAR Congress, Richmond, VA



September 12, SAT: DAR Constitution Week Luncheon, Palm Aire Country Club



September 24-26, THU-SAT: NSSAR Spring Leadership – Louisville, KY



October 2-4, FRI-SAT: Florida SAR Society Board of Management Meeting



October 14, WED: Saramana Board of Governors Meeting



October 17, SAT: Saramana Luncheon Meeting



November 11, WED: Veterans Day Parade; Sarasota, FL



November 21; SAT: Saramana Luncheon Meeting; election of officers



December 18, FRI, Saramana Luncheon Meeting, installation of officers



December 19; SAT: Wreaths Across America; Sarasota National Cemetery
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Induction of New Members
Just because meetings are on hold, Saramana has still been able to induct some of its new members. Registrar Woody
Wilson got together with recently approved members and presented them with their certificate and papers. As things
get back to normal, we will have these new compatriots join us at luncheon for a more formal ceremony and swearing
in. Congratulations!

New Member Induction
Compatriot Ernest F. Cave, III was inducted in Heritage Harbour
park by his father, Saramana chapter genealogist Ern Cave, on 30
April 2020. The induction ceremony of “Ernie” was attended by
chapter registrar Woody Wilson. Also attending was DAR
Osceola chapter member Janie Wilson. The idea behind this
induction was to get membership certificates and packages to
new members in a reasonable time since we can’t meet as a
chapter due to the COVID-19 virus. Ernie will still be asked to
attend our October luncheon for a more formal induction
ceremony – where he will receive his SAR pin.

New Member Induction
Compatriot Warren Wilson was inducted at his home by
Saramana chapter registrar Woody Wilson on 25 April 2020. The
induction ceremony was done in front of his wife Denise,
daughter Erin and sister-in-law Janie Wilson. Erin and Janie are
DAR Osceola chapter members. The idea behind this induction
was to get membership certificates and packages to new
members in a reasonable time since, we can’t meet as a chapter
due to the COVID-19 virus. Warren will still be asked to attend
our October luncheon for a more formal induction ceremony –
where he will receive his SAR pin and his recently approved War
Service Medal and Vietnam service bar.

Business Getting Back To Normal
As of May 4th, the offices at national in Louisville, KY have reopened. Applications that have been waiting at state are
being sent out this week. This includes 4 new member packets and 4 supplemental packets. Two more applications and
another supplemental were just sent to state on Monday. Woody has been a great Registrar and he will be greatly
missed. He is staying on through the end of May to help transition someone new into the position. If you would like to
step up and serve your chapter as registrar, please contact Woody or Vice President Tim Milligan. Saramana needs you!
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Proof documentation and proof standards …
Here is a short discussion on common documents and proof standards for SAR applications –
Proof Documents – often referred to simply as “proofs,” are required to verify every significant data point on
an application including names, relationships, places, and dates. Proofs are also required to verify a Patriots
service. Some of the most common documents to acquire and cite are: birth records, death records, marriage
records, census records, church and bible records, wills and probate records, obituaries and newspaper
articles, grave records, patriot service records, and record copies of SAR or DAR approved applicants.
Common sources for these records are the applicant himself, family members, state and local government
offices, churches, cemeteries and cemetery associations, and so forth. Of course, many can be found using online genealogy search tools like Ancestry.com and Familysearch.org. SAR and DAR record copies can searched
for and obtained on each society’s respective web sites.
Proof Standards – according to the SAR Application Manual, “evidence must be sufficiently convincing to the
NSSAR Genealogy Staff before proof is accepted, and the quality of evidence is a key element.” Some
discussion from the manual includes:
-

-

Sources are either original or derivative. Derivative sources are those that copy, transcribe, abstract, or
repeat information from an original source. It should be recognized that errors or omissions may have
occurred in the process of making the derivative copy – originals usually are weighted heavier than
abstracts or transcriptions.
Information found in sources may be primary and/or secondary. For instance, on a death certificate
the birth information is usually secondary -- based on the recollection of the informant -- while the
information regarding the death is usually primary.
Evidence may be direct or indirect. Direct evidence is evidence that seems to answer a question on its
own. Narrowly interpreted, direct evidence must state explicitly the fact. However, it should be noted
that direct evidence may incorrectly state a fact. For example, a published history that states that John
Doe is the ancestor of the person of interest may or may not be factually true, but the statement is
direct evidence. Indirect evidence usually requires more than one document to prepare a conclusion.

This is just a quick summery – read the manual. The SAR Application Manual is available to all Compatriots and
prospective members on the NSSAR web site. SAR genealogists use it as their application bible. They expect all
applications to be compliant with its guidelines. Common mistakes can be avoided simply by reading the
manual and following its guidance.
This is my final rumbling – I am leaving the post of chapter registrar on 31 May and transferring out of
Saramana SAR. Someone else’s turn … stay safe and keep on researching.
Regards - Woody
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It’s Coming!

THE 2023 NSSAR CONGRESS
Rosen Plaza Hotel, Orlando, Florida
As host state for the 2023 Congress, Florida needs to begin raising funds to cover the costs of hosting this prestigious
event. Instead of raising member dues, the Board of Management and the 2023 Congress Planning Committee have
devised a number of fundraising activities. The first of which is a drawing for a beautiful musket.
This reproduction 1777 French “Charleville” Musket is faithful to the original in functionality and form. It features a .68
caliber barrel and iron hardware with bright finish. Authentic elements include an angled brass pan, heart-shaped ring
cock, and ridges on the trigger guard. The weapon has a hardwood stock and proper St. Etienne lock markings. Bayonet
is included. The musket’s hammer has been adequately hardened and comes with a lifetime re-hardening guarantee.
The musket comes from the manufacturer with a limited warranty.

YOU CAN WIN A REPRODUCTION 1777 CHARLEVILLE MUSKET WITH BAYONET

Only 300 tickets are available!!! Suggested donation is $20 per ticket or 6 tickets for $100.

Make checks payable to FLSSAR
Send to:
FLSSAR
c/o SWRVP Steve Fields
5515 Alta Vista Street
Sarasota, FL 34232
You need not to be present to win. 1777 Charleville Musket Drawing to benefit the Florida SAR 2023 Congress Fund will
take place tat the first FLSSAR or NSSAR event after the sale of the 300 th ticket, but no later than the Awards Banquet at
the 2023 Orlando Congress. Proceeds will go to the Florida Society Sons of the American Revolution (2023 Congress
Fund). 501©(3). www.FLSSAR.org
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Saramana SAR Chapter –Board of Governors Meeting Minutes of April 22, 2020
1. Secretary: Howard W. (Randy) Randolph, Jr.
2. Meeting: April 22, 2020
3. Location: Meeting held via Zoom
4. Meeting Notice: Published via Email
5. Meeting Type: Special (BOG)
5. Attendance:
a.

Elected Officers: Tim Milligan, Vice President
Howard (Randy) Randolph, Jr., Secretary
John Boll, Treasurer
Woody Wilson – Registrar
Ernest Cave, Jr., Genealogist
Governors:

Bill Segraves
John Heyer

Past Presidents:

Dick Mahaffey
Vic McMurry
Steve Fields

Members present: 5 Elected officers, 2 Governors, 3 Past Presidents
Quorum: Board of Governors meetings require 5 today number is 7
The meeting was called to order by Vice President Tim Milligan at 1:30 p.m. whom delivered the Invocation.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.
The SAR Pledge was led by Tim Milligan.
The issue of Quorum verification was affirmed.
The Following Officer reports were offered:
Secretary Report:
Our last Board of Governors Meeting was February 12th, 2020 and our last Luncheon meeting was February 14th, 2020. The
Minutes for these meetings were sent out to our Officers, Board of Governors and Trustees and were published in the March issue
of the Quill & Bugle which was prepared by Steve Fields. The Q&B was then sent out via email to our members and friends on
February 25, 2020.
A Special Edition of the Q&B was prepared by Woody Wilson for April and was sent out on April 12, 2020 via email to our
members and friends.
Several advisory emails have been sent out to our members and friends. they were:
•
The Giving Challenge information was originally sent out on April 15th, 2020 and a follow up clarification regarding the
Patterson Foundation Match was sent out on April 20, 2020
•

An email regarding the Virtual Patriots day in Lexington, MA was sent out on April 16, 2020.

•

An update on President Doug Erb’s medical status was sent out on April 18, 2020.
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Treasurer’s Report:
John reported that the chapter lost $4,200 for the month of March due mostly to a $4,000. Inventory write down for obsolete items.
Those will remain in hand but likely not to be used. This was a non-cash charge to income and our cash balance remains about
$5,500 for the first quarter which includes the $4,000 inventory adjustment.
John further advised that we have an awards check in the amount of $1,500 that has not been cashed. He will follow up on that.
John expressed concern with our present cash flow and suggested he would like to have $10,000 from our investment assets in our
Trust fund transferred to our Chapter’s account.
Steve Fields advised that in the annual report last year from the Community Foundation we were advised that they recommended a
distribution of $8,000 for this year. Of which we previously withdrew $208. leaving the availability of $7,792 based on their
recommendation. There will be a new number provided on July 1, 2020 for the next year.
Ernie Cave, Jr. made a motion that we take out the recommended amount minus what we already have taken ($208) out. Woody
Wilson 2nd the motion. During discussion Vic McMurry felt that we consider lowering the amounts that we presently award but in
any event we should refrain from doing that until we determine the amount raised from the Giving Challenge, Another email to
our Compatriots will be sent out encouraging donations which will be matched dollar for dollar up to $100 of their donation
during a 24-hour period beginning at 12 noon on April 28, 2020. Hopefully, this will enable us not to have to transfer the funds.
Following the time period, the Trust Fund Trustees can advise if they concur on the funds transfer based on the amount received.
The motion was passed unanimously.
The Sustaining Member Program was then discussed, and Woody suggested that that be handled separately in the fall with the
normal Dues procedure. Everyone agreed with this suggestion.
Steve Fields raised the issue regarding a due’s increase as we are required to do that by the end of April. John Boll made a Motion
to increase the Chapter dues by $6.00. Steve Fields 2nd the motion. This would increase the 2021 dues from $32 to $38. per year. A
vote on the motion was taken and was overwhelming approved with Vic McMurry opposed.
Vice President’s Report: Tim Milligan Advised of the following upcoming events:
May 1-2: Florida SAR Board of Management meeting, Kissimmee, FL (Cancelled)
May 15: Saramana Lunch Meeting (Cancelled)
May 25: Memorial Day Parade, Sarasota, FL (Cancelled)
June 13: DAR Flag Day Luncheon, IMG Academy Golf Club
June 24-28 NSDAPI Continental Congress, Washington, DC
Jul 4: Independence Day
Jul 10-16: NSSAR Congress, Richmond, VA
Sep 12: Constitution Day Lunch hosted by Osceola chapter
Sep 24-26 NSSAR Fall Leadership Conference, Louisville, KY
Oct 2-4 Florida SAR Fall Board of Management Meeting, Orlando, FL
Oct 16: Saramana Lunch Meeting
Nov 11: Sarasota Veteran’s Day Parade
Dec 12: Wreaths Across America

RVP Report:
Steve Fields advised that the Color Guard report had previously been sent out. He advised that the Board of Management Meeting
in Kissimmee, FL has been cancelled and rescheduled for June 12-14, 2020 at the Embassy Suites Hotel. Steve reported that the
SAR Southwest Region is basically shutdown for the foreseeable future. Steve advised there are 60 some military interments that
need to be handled. We are committed to the June 13th Flag Day Luncheon and it conflicts with the re-scheduled Board of
Management Meeting. Steve advised that those who would like to contribute to “Wreaths Across America” can do so online on our
Web Site. Steve will prepare a summer issue of the Quill & Bugle and it will contain information on the program.
Woody Wilson advised Steve that our Color Guard Commander, Vince Panissidi, received a request from the Osceola Chapter
DAR to have the color guard perform at the Constitution Day luncheon on September 12, 2020 at Palm Aire Country Club in
Sarasota, FL. Vince acknowledged the request and accepted the invitation.
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Registrar’s Report:
Woody Wilson requested that he would be able to have his recent Registrar’s report that was sent out on April 6th included in the
Minutes and made a motion to that effect. John Boll 2nd the motion and it was passed unanimously. The Report read as follows:
“We reached a milestone in the past month that I’m proud of – we no longer have any pending applications at FLSSAR – all have
been resolved. Thanks to everyone who helped get us there.
We currently have 21 new member, supplemental or memorial applications at NSSAR (or on the way) that are awaiting approval.
Yes, I said 21! Of those, 13 are new member applications, seven are supplementals and one is a memorial. Ask yourself – how
many other chapters have this many applications pending approval at national at one time? I would venture to say, not many.
Thanks again to those who have helped make this possible.
Three new member applications were signed and submitted in the last month and four supplementals were also submitted. All
were approved at FLSSAR.
We have ten new member applications in the pipeline – two new prospects were added in the past month:
1.
Two applications are pended by the Saramana SAR chapter registrar – one is now awaiting the sponsor to pick up the file
and get the application signed and proofs copied – it is ready for submission after signing. The second is still being researched to
find proof documentation needed for specific generations.
2.
One new member application has been reviewed and approved for signing and submission by the Saramana SAR chapter
registrar. The sponsor is working with the applicant to obtain a DAR RC and finalize the application, then sign, and submit.
3.
The remainder are in various phases of initial welcome, research, preparation, or review.
We have two supplementals in various phases of preparation and approval – that I am aware of.
I submitted a Quill & Bugle article for April – topics include application forms and format tips. I did not prepare a Registrar’s
Report for the general membership since the April luncheon was cancelled”.
Genealogist Report:
Ernie Cave, Jr. advised that he had been under the weather lately and did not have anything to report at this meeting.
Trustee Report:
Discussion took place regarding the previous flyer used by Vic on our web site as not being explicit on certain medals to be
awarded. It was decided after all the issues involved that a committee appointed by Vice President Milligan consisting of Woody
Wilson, Vic McMurry and Steve Fields will review our Medal policy to correct any misgivings on the guidelines and publish it
accordingly.
The next issue was a discussion on the upcoming May meetings. We can hold the BOG Meeting if need be on Zoom as we did for
this one. There is no reason to set up a luncheon meeting only to have to cancel it later.
President Tim Milligan appointed a Nominating Committee which will consist of himself, Steve Fields and Ernie Cave, Jr.
There being no other business to handle a Motion to adjourn was made by Ernie Cave, Jr. and approved by all.
The SAR pledge was recited by all.
John Heyer delivered the Benediction
The meeting concluded at 3:10 p.m.
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Patriot Research System (PRS) - Update
Compatriot Gary O. Green, Chairman of the Patriot Records Committee, recently provided a progress update to PRS
participants in an email. Locally, Woody Wilson has been the coordinator for Saramana chapter volunteers and has
been inputting an average of 10 records a week into the PRS. Vic McMurry and Ern Cave recently joint the effort for
Saramana as well.
Gary writes –
SAR Patriot Research System (PRS) Volunteers are in full stride! In most cases, we are all in a Corona Stay-cation that has
impacted how/what we do. Over 180 SAR volunteers have taken this opportunity to improve the data update of the
Patriot Research System dramatically. With over 400 lineages to be reviewed and published today, the SAR volunteers
have completed 9668 lineage inputs since 10 March 2020.
More importantly, 9225 more members have been connected to their patriot; this makes the connection complete for
about 79% of our current SAR membership. There are four Districts and 27 societies which are leading the way with
100% of their membership connected.
Districts of Honor (100%)
New England District (CT, MA, ME, NH & VT)
International (IT, CN, MX)
European (SP, UK, FR, SW & GE)
Inter-Mountain (ID, MT. UT, WY)
State Societies of Honor (100%)
Nebraska, Dakotas and Iowa (North Central District)
Florida and North Carolina (South Atlantic District)
Maryland and Virginia (Mid-Atlantic District)
Wisconsin and Michigan (Great Lakes District)
Indiana (Central District)
New York (Mid-Atlantic District)
Missouri (South Central District)
Volunteers are still needed to continue this marathon; we especially need assistance in New Mexico, Maine, Alaska,
Wyoming, and Idaho. If you are interested in volunteering please contact me via e-mail:
garyogreen@gmail.com
From the leadership of the Patriot Research System – THANK YOU!
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Attention! Calling all compatriots! The color guard needs YOU!
The color guard is the public face of the Sons of the American Revolution. Nothing is more iconic than the image of a
soldier of the American Revolution. Whether in uniform or militia attire, the color guard serve as a public reminder that
the legacy of the founders lives on in us.
Saramana is fortunate in that we have several uniforms that have been donated to the chapter. These are available for
sign-out to members who wish to participate in the color guard. Don’t worry if you don’t know how to march or the
proper way to carry a flag. Our members can teach you the basics in an afternoon will help you with any questions. If
you prefer to obtain your own personal uniform, we can provide guidance on types of uniforms and reputable suppliers.
For more information, contact Vince Panissidi at vinpansar@gmail.com .

More photos from this and other Saramana events can be found at www.facebook.com/saramanasar/

HELP WANTED
The Saramana Chapter is looking for a new editor for its awardwinning Quill & Bugle Newsletter. Published monthly from
September through May, the Q&B is THE source for news
about the Saramana Chapter’s activities and upcoming events.
Candidates should contact President Doug Erb.
In addition to an editor, the Q&B needs writers. The newsletter
often contains articles on historic events and individuals from
the colonial period. Articles should be 500 to 1200 words and
can include illustrations, photos, and or citations. Contact the
editor if you are interested in making a submission.
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