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Happy Anniversary, Westminster!

(Story on page 5)
Westminster in 2009

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWEST CONFIRMANDS!

SUSAN CROTWELL • MEREDITH SUTTLE • PARKER GRAHAM • BRODY CREEL
www.westminster-hattiesburg.com

Wes Brooks, Editor

1

THE WESTMINSTER STANDARD

MAY 2019

Dear Church Family,
When Luke tells the Easter story, he does so by writing about the entire day. In chapter 24 we move from early dawn
until late into the evening on the first Easter. The last verse in this last chapter includes even a notation that Easter
joy goes on well after the day concludes. “…they were continually in the temple blessing God.”
As I write these words, on this side of our most recent Holy Week journey and Easter celebration, I find that my own
joy is continuing here at Westminster too. There were so many visions of blessings being realized, it is hard to hold
them all in my mind. That means my heart is full of gratitude. I am thinking of all the hands, seen and unseen, that
did the work of opening doors and sprucing up the facility. I am thinking about the small gathering of folks who sat
together in the storm on Thursday. I am thinking of the beautiful music and the candles being extinguished on
Friday. I am thinking of our confirmands sharing their faith statements as their covenant partners walked beside
them. I am thinking of laughter in Montague Hall and children chasing to find eggs. I am thinking of gorgeous
flowers and triumphant anthems. I am thinking of the faces that came forward for communion and the light I saw in
each one. And mostly, I am thinking of the freedom, the love, and the new life that Christ has given to the world in
his resurrection. He has given us an Easter world. How can we not be “continually” blessing God?
I have one more blessing to thank God for as I write these words. I would be terribly remiss if I didn’t name it here.
Specifically, I am writing of Dr. Connie Roberts, our beloved Director of Music. On Palm Sunday, Connie formally
shared with the Session her plans to retire at the end of this year (If you haven’t read her portion of this newsletter, I
would commend it to you). Even though I was aware that this announcement was coming, I was still sort of hoping
she might change her mind. I do so entirely for selfish reasons. I cannot begin to count the number of times I have
been blessed by her in my short while at Westminster. Those of you who have enjoyed her leadership for far longer, I
suspect will have even stronger experiences for which to give thanks. Even this past Holy Week at Good Friday and
on Easter morning, there were moments when the space between heaven and
earth seemed very thin to me indeed. Still, once I moved past my own
selfishness in wishing she might stay on, I began to think of how many
Sundays, how many practices and how many hours she has spent in picking
anthems and organizing musicians in her 32 years of service. Can you imagine
the hours she has given to the cause of glorifying Christ? And she has done so
with the highest degree of professionalism and with unwavering grace.
Suﬃce to say, the Session upon hearing the news, joined me in giving thanks
both for her service and for her love. We prayed with her and we thanked her.
Even now we continue to pray for her (and Robin), and of course we look
forward to celebrating her in the days ahead. I know you will want to do the
same. This strikes me as just being a natural part of “continually” praising
God for the blessings we know.
He is risen,

Christopher
ATTENDANCE
APRIL 7 129

APRIL 21 (Easter Worship) 191

APRIL 14 128

APRIL 28 133

APRIL 21 (Easter Sunrise) 29
www.westminster-hattiesburg.com

Wes Brooks, Editor

2

THE WESTMINSTER STANDARD

MAY 2019

A Word From the Director
of Discipleship…

MUSIC NOTES
FROM

Connie

Congratulations to our 2019
Confirmation class! Brody Creel, Parker
Graham, Susan Crotwell, and Meredith
Suttle publicly professed their faith this
past Easter Sunday. Congratulations,
and welcome to Westminster!
YOUTH DESSERT / CASSEROLE AUCTION
WEDNESDAY, MAY 8TH, 5:30 -7 P.M. / MONTAGUE
HALL
Please join us the evening of May the 8th for our annual Youth
Dessert and Casserole Auction. The Men of the Church will
provide grilled hot dogs and hamburgers, and our Deacons
will provide all the sides. Everyone is highly encouraged to
bake their favorite desserts or casseroles to be auctioned off
to the highest bidder. This is an incredibly fun night in the life
WPC and all proceeds go to the summer trip programs for the
youth of Westminster.
NEW BEGINNINGS
New Beginnings is the Older Adult ministry at Westminster.
We meet every month on the third Monday of the month for a
meal and a program. Come join us Monday, May 20th, at
noon!
Family Vacation Bible School (June 2-4)
PAUL GOES TO MARS!
Make plans to join us for Family VBS at the beginning of the
summer. Beginning Sunday evening the night of June 2nd, we
will meet at 5:30 for dinner, fellowship, and programs for
adults, youth, and children. Our friends Bufford and Pastor
Christopher will be joining us again! This is sure to be an
awesome experience.
DATES TO REMEMBER
Camp Hopewell:
Montreat Middle School Conference:
Montreat Sr. High Conference:

June 16-22 (K-8)
July 17-21 (5-8)
July 8-12 (8-12)

April has been a fun and busy month for the choir. We
always take extra care when preparing music for special
services during Holy Week and, of course, for Easter
Sunday. All our services were wonderful this year, and
the choir enjoyed providing music. As usual, Randall
gave us exceptionally beautiful organ and piano music.
It’s a group effort which would not be possible without
a high level of commitment from all the volunteers and
staff. Many thanks to all those who had a part in making
our April worship music beautiful.
This month has also been a personally significant one
for me. After over thirty years as Westminster’s choir
director I have decided to retire at the end of the year.
This was a diﬃcult decision. I scarcely remember a time
when I didn’t direct the choir. I cannot imagine a greater
blessing than being allowed to prepare choral music for
worship. It has been an honor and a great privilege to
serve in that capacity. It has brought me deep joy and
has made me closer to this wonderful church family. I
know that I will miss it, but I believe that the time has
arrived in my life, and in the life of our church, for a new
chapter to begin. Thank you all for your love and support
for so many years.
In Christ,

Connie

MAY BIRTHDAYS
2 Ellie Forsyth

12 Hazel Holland

21 Jonathan Crowell

2 Marilyn Keys

13 Franklin Bryant

22 Chad Miller

3 Dylan McDaniel

13 Sarah Brannon

24 Sarah Beth Suttle

4 John Gaudet

16 Tommy Suttle

26 Grayson Rayborn

5 Parker Graham

18 Christopher Crotwell

30 Bonnie Gerald

5 Bob McDowell

19 Chrissy Yelverton
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by Althea Jerome
“It’s May, it’s May, the Merry Month of May!” Lots of good things
happen during this month. To honor his graduation from high school,
PW will present Joseph Raggio with a gift. Congratulations, Joseph, on
achieving this important milestone.
Circles will meet for the last time before taking a summer break. The
meeting will conclude the Bible study, God’s Promise: I am With You.
The study has traced God’s Promise of His presence from Genesis
through the Gospels. Each month, we have been challenged to reflect
upon how this promise touches our lives as individuals and as a
congregation.
Remember our lovely Easter brunch? On May 19th we can enjoy
another wonderful array of breakfast foods. The occasion celebrates
PW’s founding birthday in 1922. Each year, our denomination selects
projects that will receive funds to improve people’s lives. Information
about the offering states, “God has been faithful to us and we are
called to faithfully respond. When we listen to others’ stories, pray for
their needs and give generously, we follow the example of our creator
who is, in the words of “A Brief Statement of Faith,” “Like a mother
who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to
welcome the prodigal home.” Please join us for this church-wide
event. Look for details in the bulletin.

Jeanne Herring was recently honored
by Forrest General Hospital for her 40
years of volunteer service. What began
as pushing the juice cart to offer juice to
patients evolved into delivering mail
and flowers, rocking newborns, doing
office work, and being a hostess in
CCU. Now she plays the piano at the
Cancer Center on Fridays.

CHALLENGE UPDATE
by Martha Anne Hogrefe
Back in the fall of 2018 Presbyterian Women became aware of the
great need for funds to repair and renovate the bathroom in an
apartment built in 1953 at Mission Haven. We decided to adopt a
Challenge to raise money to meet this extra need that went beyond
the normal operating costs. I am happy to report that the response to
this Challenge has been very positive, and with four months yet to go
on this campaign we have almost met our goal of $7500. All
additional funds raised will help to defray the cost of the renovation
of the equally outdated kitchen in the same apartment.
Thanks to all of you who have helped make this challenge successful.
Jan
As with so many benevolences that we support, Mission Haven will
continue to need our prayers and support long after these
renovations are completed. It takes money to operate a place of hospitality, and we want to make sure
that Mission Haven continues to express our gratitude for the important work these people do to
spread the love of Christ throughout the world. I assure you our mission partners are deeply grateful for
the updated accommodations that they find at Mission Haven. After she saw the recent renovations
Jan Heckler who is our mission partner serving in Madagascar wrote:

Heckler

“I think I’ve died and gone to heaven! It’s so wonderful to see how much people care about missionaries. We’re so
grateful for how much you take care of us.”
www.westminster-hattiesburg.com
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On May 2nd, Westminster will mark its 65th year of serving Christ in Hattiesburg. In honor of the occasion, here is some
information about the early days of our church, gleaned from a 1974 history found in the church archives. Thanks to Jeanne
Herring for serving as church historian, and for providing documents used to create the article.
There were 80 charter members when the church was formally organized at Woodley School. The Westminster history
from 1974 says, “’Twas a very hot afternoon with not a breath of air stirring & those present just about melted.”
In the original list of charter members, all women were listed by their husband’s name. If a woman was single, she was
listed as Miss, with a first and last name.
The first church oﬃcers included four elders and nine deacons, all men. The Women of the Church, now known as
Presbyterian Women, organized the same day at the home of Yetta Alexander on 22nd Avenue.
Property for the church building was purchased on June 16, 1954. There was a home on the site. Sunday evening worship
services, youth activities and prayer meetings were held there. “The standing joke was that the minister could always boast
that he preached to a full house on Sunday nights, for we were really packed in from wall to wall, and every member felt
that it was his or her duty to be present at the night services.”
On January 2, 1956, ground was broken for the educational building, which took over a year to complete. That’s where
worship services were held until the sanctuary and bell tower were built.
Rev. Claude Cluney served the church from 1955-1959, when Newton Cox, Jr. was called as pastor. The following year,
Westminster purchased adjoining property on N. 25th Avenue. Ground was broken for the sanctuary in December of 1963. It
was consecrated in October of 1964. Frank Montague served on the building committee.
In 1969, Westminster received a gift of property as part of the estate of sisters, Olive and Emily Jones. Their house was on
the corner of N. 24th Avenue and Pearl Streets. Two chairs belonging to the Jones sisters are in the parlor; the dark blue
ones. The story goes that the sisters brought the chairs to the building when worship services were held in the fellowship
hall. They have been furniture for the parlor ever since. The Jones house served many functions over the years until it was
demolished in the 2013 tornado.
Other pastors who have served Westminster are Dr. John Dudley, Dr. Steve Ramp and Dr. Christopher Crotwell, who began
his pastorate in January 2017. Photos of the pastors may be found in the Session Conference Room.
A closing paragraph from the 1974 article states: “From the beginning, the membership of Westminster Presbyterian
Church has been hopeful that its ministry would lend spiritual enrichment not only to the campus life of students but to the
citizens of Hattiesburg as well. As we look to the future, we pray that God will bless the endeavors of Westminster as He
has in the past.”
In the aftermath of the 2013 tornado, many church members served on committees to rebuild, restore and expand our church
building. While some of the original floor plan was redesigned, there was much care given to preserving the sanctuary, the
exterior, and the overall appearance of the expanded building. During the two years of restoration and construction, I thought
many times about the first members of Westminster. What a vision they had! They took a great leap of faith to purchase
property and build a beautiful building out of long-lasting materials. We are the beneficiaries of their vision and the heirs of their
faith.
Much has changed in the world in the past 65 years. What hasn’t changed is God’s abundant love and provision for his faithful
followers. During the season of Easter, let us remember those faithful servants from the church’s early days, along with those
same people who are still members at Westminster. Are we serving Christ with the same bold vision that they had? Will people
in the future look back at 2019 and see a vital church that’s making a difference in the world? With God’s help, may it be so.

Article by Althea Jerome

Westminster in 2019
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May 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir Practice

Thursday

Friday

2
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s
12:00 PM Sharecare

3

Saturday
4
9:00 AM Elder/
Deacon Training
CRAWFISH BOIL @
THE SUTTLES

5
COMMUNION SUNDAY
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship

6

7
9:30 AM PW
Coordinating Team
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

8
5:30 PM Hamburgers
& Hot Dogs
6:00 PM Dessert
Auction
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir Practice

9
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

10

11

12
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Diaconate

13

14
9:30 AM CIRCLE 1
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study
7:00 PM CIRCLE 2

15
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir Practice

16
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

17

18

19
8:45-9:30 AM PW
BREAKFAST
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Session

20
12:00 PM New
Beginnings

21
11:00 AM PW Prayer
Ministry
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

22
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir Practice

23
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

24

25

26
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship

27

28
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

29
NO WEDNESDAY
NIGHT SUPPER
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir Practice

30

31
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