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Border Giant purchases building in Grand Marias
By Steve Fernlund
Border Giant, Inc. of Thunder Bay, ON, CA
has purchased the property on the west side of
Grand Marais that formerly housed Benny's
Collision Center. Border Giant had been renting space on the property for a year as it worked
to establish its US presence.
The company, which started in late 2017 in a
literal garage, is licensed and bonded as a common carrier with Canadian and US authorities
and as a Canadian Customs Broker. It originated to bring the cost and service benefit of
technology to the logistics of e-commerce to
small sellers and consumers in Canada. It is
also registered as a Commercial Mail Receiving Agency with the United States Postal Service.
US regulations required the firm to have a
physical presence on this side of the border.
“We had considerable difficulty finding commercial space for lease in Cook County for
three years,” said Border GIant CEO James
Foulds. It leased the Benny's property in the
Spring of last year.
The history of e-commerce shows that when
the behemoth Amazon promoted the idea of
free shipping, the industry took off. Unfortunately, the free shipping didn't include Canadian destinations. So consumers in places like
Thunder Bay had their packages delivered to
receiving agents on the US side of the border,
which then required a road trip to pick up the
packages. It also required them to pay Minnesota sales tax on their purchase.
As Border Giant developed software to make
the receiving of packages in Canada more
streamlined, the Covid Pandemic struck. So it
began carrier operations to assist Canadians,
unable to easily cross the border to retrieve their
orders, by picking up the packages in the US
and bringing them across the border to Thunder Bay. Having the former Benny's facility
during this time allowed the company to develop its services.
The export of packages to the US is also a
challenge Border Giant is addressing. Many
small e-commerce sellers in Canada face significant challenges selling to US customers,

James Foulds, CEO of Border Giant Inc. inside the newly purchased building.
(photo by Steve Fernlund)
from extremely high shipping costs to the handling of customer returns at a reasonable cost.
Border Giant's status as a carrier allows it to
consolidate its Canadian customers' packages
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LOCAL RESTAURANT GUIDE
Taproom Hours
•Sun - Thurs: Noon - 9pm
•Fri/Sat: Noon - 10pm
• LIVE MUSIC
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
• HAPPY HOUR Thurs 4-7
• FOOD TRUCKS Thurs-Sat
17 - 7th Street, Two Harbors
218-834-5800 castledangerbrewery.com

for export and bring them across the border to
enter them into the US package carrier systems (USPS, UPS, FedEx) for delivery to US
consumers. Its status as a CMRA with the US
Postal Service means that a program for customer returns to Canadian sellers may soon
be available.
Foulds has been remodeling the former body
shop over the past 12 months and is a frequent
visitor to Grand Marais. He expects to expand
the export services from Canada within the
next 60 days which will bring a new level of
activity to the building.

218-226-4142

HEALTH &
WELLNESS
GUIDE

Eat In • Carry Out • Delivery
Soft Serve Ice Cream
Gluten Free Crust Available

96 Outer Dr., Silver Bay
www.jimmyspizza.com

Call 226-3335 to place your ad today!

Organic Consumers Association
Campaigning for Health, Justice, Sustainability, Peace, & Democracy

Visit us on Facebook or subscribe
to our newsletter to learn more.
6771 South Silver Hill Drive, Finland, MN
218-226-4164
organicconsumers.org
fb.com/organicconsumers

Sutherland CBD
4431 E. Superior St.
Duluth, MN

1420 Belknap St.
Superior, WI

218.464.1002

715.718.8050

www.sutherlandcbd.com

OPEN DAILY at
11:00am
A place to feel comfortable, linger
and be part of a community.

•Homemade Pizza
•Full Bar
•Entertainment

602 1st Ave., Two Harbors • 218-343-5036
www.harborrail.com

Advertise your Food Establishment HERE
Call Today
218-226-3335
or email
northshorejournal@gmail.com

LEMON WOLF CAFE
Temporarily Closed
until May

NOW OFFERING DELIVERY
Dine-In, Takeout, Curbside, or
online ordering on Facebook

711 MacDonald Ave., Beaver Bay
218-226-7225

9459 County Rd. 7, Finland
• 218-830-0523 • www.trestleinn.com

Open
Open: Thursday 11am - 6pm
Friday - Saturday 11am - 8pm
Sunday 11am - 6pm
Upstairs dining room available for private parties, call to reserve.
Bingo Every Wednesday @ 7PM

Advertise your Restaurant or Bar! Call 218-226-3335 for details.

Garage, Rummage,
& Yard Sales
List your sale in the
Northshore Journal.
25 words for ONLY $10.00!

15th Annual Lutsen Rummage & Gift Sale.
Downsizing, homes sold, remodeling! Handmade & homemade goodies from our kitchens
& gardens. Housewares, furniture, tools, paddle
boat, canoe, 6 hp outboard, wood stove, snowmobile & more. Saturday, July 9th, 9:00-2:00
Lutsen Lutheran Church on Hwy 61.
Garage Sale: Saturday, July 9th, 9am - 1pm.
225 3rd Avenue, Two Harbors. “Another Sale by
Mary”

