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LMKA February Meeting
The Lower Matecumbe Key Association met at 6:30 p.m. on
Monday evening February 12 at the Islamorada Library.
Islamorada Village Manager, Seth Lawless, attended the
meeting and gave an update on the hurricane recovery and
projects the Village will be working on this year.
Included in the Manager’s discussion:
 Impact of storm on economy of Islamorada, cost to Village
 2018-2019 Budget to rebuild reserves
 Anne’s Beach restoration
 New Village wastewater department
 Canal restoration
 Founders Park, soccer field, new park programs
 Development of plans for highway at Sea Oats Beach
 Affordable housing
 Proposed change in building height
 Improvement planned for TV broadcasts
Mr. Lawless answered questions and volunteered to meet with
several residents who had specific concerns.
Visit our website at www.lmka.org to see more detailed
information about the discussion. (Click here)
Hermine Zavar gave the treasurer’s report: the Association has
$4554 in their accounts.
Sue Miller announced that a newsletter would be out in a few
days and 2018 dues would be requested. There were 184
members in 2017.
Updates to the website, www.lmka.org are in the works. Check
back often.

Islamorada
Village
Manager
Seth
Lawless

March Meeting
Mark Your Calendar

March 12, 2018
6:30 p.m.
Boy Scout SeaBase
Administration Bldg
MM74.8

Time to renew
membership for
2018!
Make check payable to
LMKA
P. O. Box 911
Islamorada, FL 33036
Family $20; Single $12
Provide email to get
newsletters
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Do you have concerns...contact the Islamorada Village Council
Email Village Clerk, Kelly Toth, at clerk@islamorada.fl.us and ask her to distribute your email to council.

Mayor
Jim Mooney

Councilwoman
Cheryl Meads

Councilwoman
Deb Gillis

Vice Mayor
Chris Sante

Councilman
Mike Forster

Islamorada Council
In the November 2018 all seats on the Village
Council are up for grabs. All five members of
council are eligible to run for reelection but to
date, Mike Forster, seat 5, is the only one of
the five to file. Ken Davis, from Venetian
Shores, has filed for seat 4 now occupied by
Chris Sante. Candidates file with the Village
Clerk, Kelly Toth. Deadline: August 21.
At one time Lower Matecumbe had three
members of LMKA on the Village Council.

Monroe County
Active Registered Voters
as of 2/14/18




Democrats:17,613
Republicans:21,476
Others:15,983

Islamorada Council elections are non-partisan.
Click here for more details.

Lower Matecumbe Key Association Statement of Purpose
The Lower Matecumbe Key Association, Inc. shall actively work to preserve and enhance the quality of
life and environment through participation and democratic process by the residents.
Goals shall include:
1. Monitoring activities such as zoning and construction.
2. Communicating with all members to alert them to potential problems or opportunities.
3. Coordinating the efforts of the individual neighborhood associations on common objectives.
4. Providing an open forum for presentation and discussion of issues.
5. Taking appropriate action on behalf of the membership.
Board of Directors: Mark Riley (president), Jacquie Dozier (secretary), Hermine Zavar (treasurer), Fernando
Franco, Chuck McWhirter, Roland Moore, Bill Rivenbark, Enrique Zamora, Chris Zeher
Newsletter: Sue Miller, editor

Email address—LMKAnews@gmail.com

Opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinions of the Board of Directors of LMKA.
Articles submitted with opposing points of view are encouraged.
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So How’s the Real Estate Market?
Ever wonder what impact a major storm would have on the real estate market? Perhaps it is too early to
tell. But now, five months since the storm, we can get a hint with some Lower Matecumbe Key statistics
looking at the last 12 months, with closing dates before or after the storm.
Total Sales: 62, 39 prior to storm (7 months, avg of 5.7 sales/month); 23 after storm (5 months, 4.6 sales/month)
(for the previous 12 months there were 74 sales but average sales prices were slightly lower in prior year)

Sales over $1 million: 15, 9 in the seven months before the storm, 6 in the 5 months after the storm
Sales over $2 million: 7, 2 before the storm, 5 after
Open water sales over $1 million: 9; 7 on Bay, 2 on ocean with both oceanfront sales prior to the storm

Parmalee Estate
And what was the most expensive sale
on Lower Matecumbe in 2017… the 40
acre Parmalee Estate just to the north
of Port Antigua sold for $13,830,000! A
previous sale fell through but a new
buyer bought the property, closing
11/24/2017. We have been told that
the developer, Randal Bellestri of
Naples Florida, will be putting in the
infrastructure, roads and utilities, and
then selling off 9 residential lots
So who is Randal Bellestri, the new property owner on our island involved in the most expensive
residential transaction ever on Lower Matecumbe?
A quick google search was all it took to find his 16,000-square-foot waterfront mansion in Naples that was
listed several years ago for a monstrous price of $68 million! He has owned that home since 2012 when
he paid $47.3 million in cash. In 2017 the property taxes alone were $451,715! As expected the night
time photo of his mansion on Zillow.com is stunning. What else have we learned about Randal Bellestri?
Randal Bellestri is an industrialist with deep aerospace tooling roots. He
started his career working on the shop floor at Visioneering. In 2008,
Bellestri, founder of Odyssey Industries in Lake Orion, Michigan, sold
both Odyssey, which manufactures machine tools for the aviation
industry, and Global Tooling Systems to Hampson Industries for $314
million.
In 2013, Bellestri acquired Louca Mold and Aerospace Machining and
started Legacy Aerospace and Systems Divisions in Auburn Hills MI. In
2016 Bellestri acquired Models & Tools Holdings based in Shelby, MI, a
cutting edge designer and manufacturer of complex, high quality tooling
systems for the aerospace and defense industries.

To read a fascinating story about Randal Bellestri and his
Naples home in a newspaper story from 2014: Click here

Good news—there have been reports that our resident eagle is still
calling Lower Matecumbe and the Parmalee Property home!
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Highway Clean-up A Huge Success
The Islamorada Foundation organized a February 9th major highway cleanup for Lower Matecumbe Key. Over 100 volunteers showed up at 7 a.m. on
Friday morning with their gloves and sun screen, ready to help the island
get back to looking scenic and shipshape after Hurricane Irma left its mark.
While the major mountains of debris that were roadside after the storm were
removed several months ago with heavy equipment, there was still so
much left that needed to be hand picked! And together we did it!

Thank you
Doug Finger
for some
great action
photos.
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Our Association Website: www.LMKA.org
The Florida Keys seem to be getting back to normal. Perhaps it is finally time for our
efforts to again focus on keeping our website up to date, relevant, and full of
interesting information.
So your help is requested!
Photos… do you have photos to share? We’d like to have a section of our website
documenting Hurricane Irma with photos. Photos revealing the beauty or uniqueness
of the island are also appreciated.
Stories… do you have a story to share? We’d love to hear how Hurricane Irma
impacted you, why you love living on Lower Matecumbe, why you moved here, how
the island has changed since you first saw it.
New sections… do you have any ideas about what you’d like to see in the website…
we’ve already had two suggestions: a section on the history of our area and a
section stories about the artists of Lower Matecumbe with illustrations of their work.
What would you like to see added to the website?
Click on See What’s New! to go to the list of additions to the website. New content will
be added as received with a link to the list on the home page. Check periodically so
you don’t miss a thing. We will try to post meeting notices and programs, events and
news.
Your help will be
appreciated.

STORM DAMAGE

We’d love a simple quote
from you… take a
minute ...reply to this
email telling us your
reaction when you first
saw what IRMA did!
LMKAnews@gmail.com
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President’s Corner:
The benefits of supporting LMKA are numerous. But perhaps
the most important function of the association is the
communication with those of us who have a special interest
in seeing Lower Matecumbe always remain a special jewel .
The newsletter and email updates help to keep LMKA
members current with information, upcoming events, and
issues that affect our island.
The importance of having an island-wide entity to represent
and advocate on our behalf cannot be overstated. LMKA gives
us that voice that is noticed by our local officials.
Our meetings provide an opportunity for neighbors to meet
neighbors, discuss issues of concern, and learn important and
often fascinating information from our guest speakers.
Having Village officials address the membership at meetings
helps them become aware of our concerns and get answers to
questions members have.

Please take the time to send in your 2018
dues. Your involvement makes a
difference.
Mark Riley, President

Email: lmkanews@gmail.com

Membership Application/Renewal
First Name(s): _____________________________
Last Name: _______________________________
Mailing Address: __________________________
_________________________________________
Local Address: ____________________________
Phone (local): _____________________________
Other phone: ______________________________
Email: ___________________________________

Provide your email please! Get your
newsletter faster and save LMKA
printing/postage costs! We only use the
email address to send newsletters,
information and reminders about Lower
Matecumbe.
Make check payable to
LMKA
P. O. Box 911,
Islamorada, FL 33036
Family $20; Single $12

A huge thank you to all who participated in the highway cleanup effort. It
made such a difference! We are all so grateful to the Islamorada
Foundation. LMKA did send J. C. a thank you.
Dear J.C. and Islamorada Foundation Board,
We want to thank you for the idea of forming a citizen-village clean up effort that benefitted our Lower
Matecumbe Island. It was your time, energy, planning, and persistence that yielded the amazing results last
Friday. Last night at the LMKA (Lower Matecumbe Key Association) meeting after acknowledging the
Foundation and Back Country Cowboys role in organizing the clean up, and noting what can be accomplished
by our community when we all pull in the same direction, members wanted to send a letter of thanks to your
organization for your exemplary role in helping Lower Matecumbe Key. As I rode along the much cleaner bike
path this morning I was still marveling at what had been accomplished in 5 hours... truly inspiring.
Thanks again,
Mark Riley, President, LMKA

