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“I have called you by name,” says the Lord to each of us. “You are mine” (Isaiah 43:1).
Thank you, God, for claiming and loving me. Amen.
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Lessons from a snowman

Session Members:
Mark Kobel

It’s okay to wear white well after Labor Day.
• Simply hanging out in your front yard can be fun.
• Accessories don’t have to be fancy or expensive.
• We’re all made mostly of water.
• You know you’ve “arrived” when a song is written about you.
• So what if you’re a little bottom-heavy?
• Don’t get too much sun.
• Sweating too much can be disastrous!
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For everything a season
Wanting his sons to learn not to judge too quickly, a man sent each, in turn, on a quest to look at a
pear tree far away and report what he saw. The first son went in winter, the second in spring, the third
in summer and the fourth in fall. Finally, the father gathered the young men together. “What did you
see?” he asked.
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The first son reported seeing an ugly tree, bent and lifeless. The second disagreed, saying it was budding with fresh new life. The third son reported finding a tree laden with sweet-smelling, beautiful
blossoms, while the fourth insisted it drooped with ripe fruit.

Jodi Black

The father said his sons were all correct, for they’d seen the same tree, though at different seasons of
its life. “Don’t judge a tree — or a person — based on just one season of life,” he counseled his children. “Who they are can only be known at the end, when all life’s seasons have been lived.
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“Furthermore,” he added, “don’t give up on your own life if you experience a hard season, such as
winter, or you’ll miss out on the renewal of spring, the joy of summer, the fulfillment of autumn.”
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Here’s some of what’s happening!

Sewing With a Purpose
Thursday, Jan 26th our SWP team will repair clothing for the Bergen Evangelical Presbyterian Congregation for FREE!

Attention Ladies:

The Bergen United Methodist Church is hosting an
IF: Gathering 2017 in Febr uar y.
You can register by following this link:
https://register.ifgathering.com/event/ifbergen-ny

Here is more information from the website:
At IF:Gathering 2017, we’ll look at one of the most
influential generations that have ever lived - the early
church. The way God moved through them was simple and pure. We believe they are the model we need
right now. Our dream is that we would experience the
power of God as He does big things through simple
acts of faith. That we live unified, surrendered to
God, not just in our minds and in our theology, but
also in our daily lives. Our hope is that we would participate with the Spirit of God and see Him go forth in
our generation in a most powerful way.

Got a favorite sweater with a hole in
it? Put your name on the item with a
brief description of the problem and
place it in the box outside the church
office. Be sure to label your item and
describe what needs to be repaired
If a blanket needs repair, we might also be able to fix
these too. Now is your chance to get some
things fixed for free. Feel free to contact
Debbie McAllister if you have any questions.
We also will be cutting out and making more flannel
hearts for NICU babies at Strong Hospital. Some of
them have already been given away!! :)

You may have noticed that the sign-up easel is missing from the foyer. The
sign up sheets have been relocated.
You can now find the sign-up sheets on the bulletin board in the
Fellowship Hall Hallway. So please, take a moment to check
and see if there is anything that you can help with.
Some things that you could sign up to help with right now:
The Deacon Meal Ministry
Foodlink Volunteers
Coffee Hour goodies
Nursery - Childcare (must be pre-approved)
The Bulletin boards are also usually full of information about things happening
here and in the community.

January Anniversaries
1 - Jack and Katie Logan
1 - Chad and Wendy Caccamise
5 - Stu and Gail Freeman

July Birthdays
70 Yrs
24 Yrs
54 Yrs

February Anniversaries
19 - Bruce and Cathy Glucksman
29 - David and Chris Wright
30 - Marty and Jean Mucher
(For every 5 Yrs. there is a

34 Yrs
9 Yrs
42 Yrs

for extra congratulations)

“Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children
and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to
God. ~Ephesians 5:1-2

What’s Happening….

January Birthdays
1- Jim Wilson
4- Molly Long
7- Rose Wilson
7- Jolie Noel Rebisz
8- Luke Hollenbeck
11- Bruce Partridge
12- Rob Charcholla
12- Ted Fasoldt
12- Shirley Harris

13- Bruce Glucksman
14- Richard Long
15- Corky Shaw
16- Steve Dermody
17- Rachel Glucksman
17 - Ruth Magin
23- Eleanor Bater
23- Jocelyn Rebisz
24- Andrew Magin

February Birthdays
2 - David Wright
4 - Bob Cosgrove
5 - Nancy Alfes
7 - Emily Caccamise
8 - Becca McNear
8 - Dan Stacy

13 - Renee Berggren
16 - Danielle Foeller
16 - Shawn Merry
19 - Wendy Hutchurson

JANUARY
17 - Foodlink
18 - Worship Committee Mtg - 6:45 pm
19 - Men’s breakfast - 6 am
21 - Private function in the Fellowship Hall -noon - 4:30 pm
22 - Cy Varland at the pulpit
- Pizza luncheon
- Annual Meeting
26 - SWP - 6:30 pm. Will be mending items for people.
27 - TAG - 6:30 pm
29 - Officer Training before church
- CE meeting after church
FEBRUARY
1 - Missions Prayer Group - 6:30 pm
2 - Men’s Breakfast - 6 am
4 - Private Function in the Fellowship Hall - 10 am - noon
5 - Officer Training before church
Communion/Food Collection
Installation and Ordination of New Officers
8 - Session meeting - 7 pm
10 - TAG
12 - E&M meets after church
13 - YL Committee meeting - 6:30 pm
14 - Ministry Staff Meeting - 4 pm
15 - Worship Committee meeting - 6:45 pm
16 - Men’s Breakfast 6 am
21 - Foodlink 4:14 pm (volunteers - 3:30 pm)
23 - SWP - 6:30 pm
24 - TAG
24 - 25 - POA meeting in Aliquippa, PA
28- Deacon Meeting - 7pm

Many thanks to our church

family for their generous contributions as The Deacons
packed and delivered Christmas Boxes, Cheer bags and
sent many “Thinking of you” cards.
January 10th we will de-decorate the Sanctuary and
have our last meeting as we say thank you to our retiring Deacons, thank you to those Deacons who have
signed on for another term and welcome to our newest
Deacons.
As we start a new year we ask for continued prayer
from our loving and prayerful congregation as we follow the path of our Lord and Savior.

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path.”
~Psalm 119:105

Happy New Year and many blessings!
The Deacons
----------------------------------

(Please check the bulletin board for the sign up sheet
for the Meal Ministry. The Deacons coordinate this
ministry that helps families that may need meals due
to an illness or death in the family. We are always
looking for new volunteers.)

Pictures from the first Men’s (and man’s best friend’s) Breakfast this year! (1/5/2017)
Breakfast-style “Stuffed Toast” was served
up on this morning.
And as you can see, Charlie brought a
friend because he knows where to get the
good treats, just like the St. Bernard
Beethoven in the movies!

Welcome to the world
Collin Daniel McNear!
Born January 4th at 10:30 pm.
Weighed 7 lbs. 7 oz.
and was 21.5 inches long!
Praises:

Those serving as full time Missionaries: J oseph
Harvey in Impfondo; The Leightons (now stateside);
Uli Fernandez in Mexico; Berti Berhami with Campus
Please Pray for:
Crusades for Christ in Albania; Mark Randall with
Those facing health challenges: Stacie CRU; Scott Crosby now in the states but still dealing
Bridge, Marty Mucher, Pastor Michael, with missions in the Far East, Adrienne Cali with
Young Life. And Kelsey Hill with Campus Target.
Ted and Barb Fasoldt, Stu and Ann
Johnson, Bob and Kathy Cosgrove, Da- Also keep in prayer John and Elizabeth Gay in the
vid Hahn, Dan Sheldon, Corky and Pat Congo.
Shaw, Gordon Seward, Ron Claus, Bill Walker, Nancy
Alfes, Charlie Katawazi, Ruth Morse’s brother-in-law Our Pastor , Session, Deacons, Per sonnel Committee, Nominating Committee, CE Committee and the
(Andy), and Janice Langdon’s mother (Jo Files).
many more committees and ministries that help run the
Those fighting cancer: Shir ley Cudney, Ann John- church. Pray for the other local churches in our area
(and your area too!).
son, Dan Forno, Stacy Cline, and John Murray. (2
brain tumors found)
Our Pr esident; Bar ak Obama, his advisor s, our
Those who have recently lost loved ones: Todd and President-elect; Donald Trump, NYS Governor AnKathy Harmon, David Trapp, Linda Merry and family, drew Cuomo & all in authority in this nation & the
Charlie and Elaine McAdam, Joan Dermody, Wendy world.
and Chad Caccamise, Dale and Diane White.
Our Ser vicemen & Women, our Nation’s Veterans
and all of their families.
Our children; and for expecting mother Kr isten
Stacy (due in March).
Thank you Lord for the birth of Collin
Daniel McNear.

MISSIONS - FOCUS, CONCERN & BLESSING
Via email, I had the privilege of contact with Kelsey Hill, Campus Target (CT), in December, 2016. The primary goal of CT is to ignite church-planting movements on college campuses in Asia. Specifically, the heart
of CT is to see the church in Asia grow and flourish, and to see their young adults be well-equipped to one day
become the leaders of the Asian Church.
Read on……. Kelsey shares her current ministry and passion………

Since 2015, I have been serving on Campus Target’s stateside team, which is a small group of
people dedicated to all the behind-the-scenes operations that keep our organization running. We
take care of administrative and operational details, and are responsible for training and recruiting
new short- and long-term workers for the work in Asia.
Because our stateside team is small, we all wear many hats, and my job description roughly breaks
down to the following roles:
•
Financial Coordinator - I oversee and handle the accounting and other financial matters for
our organization as a whole, as well as our three teams overseas. I also coordinate the
salaries for our 10-20 short term workers every year and handle donations to our
organization. My primary objective here is to ensure that our workers and our organization is
financially healthy, and address any concerns as they arise.
•
Events Coordinator - As of this fall, I’m in the process of taking over the role of event coordinator. Every year, we host three major training events for our new short-term workers, to
make sure they are prepared for the missions field (and life after the missions field) practically, spiritually, and emotionally. I’m currently being trained to be the primary organizer and
executor of these events, including planning speakers, location/facilities, volunteers, supplies, and schedules.
•
Administrative Support - Another major role I’m involved in is working with the Leadership
team to design and implement a variety of communications tools and databases for use within our organization. Most of these projects are aimed at improving communication between
our teams and alleviating administrative responsibilities from our teams overseas, to enable
them to focus more of their time and energy on sharing the Gospel and discipling young believers.
One thing I would certainly appreciate prayer for is wisdom in learning to balance the tension between the task-oriented nature of my role and the people-oriented heart of our ministry. While most
of my work is task-based, the heart of those tasks needs to be driven by the workers we serve, and
the needs of our ministry in Asia. It's easy to lose sight of the forest for the trees!
Thank you so much for reaching out to me! I so appreciate Bergen EPC’s heart to be more connected with the missionaries they partner with. It is certainly a blessing to us to know we are being
thought of and prayed for often!”
Kelsey Hill
BEPC supports Kelsey in our Missions Budget!! You, BEPC community, are making a positive difference in
Christ’s Kingdom!! Pray often for Campus Target and Kelsey Hill!!
Global Observer, Paul Lattimer

Finance Committee Report for November 2016
~By RE Tom Jones

