PHILEMON
1 Paul and Timothy were followers of Jesus who encouraged others to follow God’s advice for a better life.  With Timothy’s assistance, Paul wrote this letter primarily for Philemon, but he addressed it to all of Jesus’ followers who met in Philemon’s home, including Apphia and Archippus. 
Concerning Onesimus 
Dear Friends,

I want to remind you that God cares about you and wants you to enjoy the kind of life that Jesus demonstrated.  I’m glad to hear you’re beginning to care about others and help those in need.  I thank God for this and pray that it will continue.
While your slave Onesimus was in prison with me, I encouraged him to follow Jesus’ example.  When he decided to do so, he became a lot more helpful to both of us.  It’s probably good that he left you for a while, because now he can help us encourage others to follow God’s advice, in addition to providing manual labor.  I’d like him to stay and help me share God’s advice with the other prisoners, but I don’t want to keep him here without your knowledge or approval.  
Since I care a lot about you and am trying to follow Jesus’ example, I’d like to make a suggestion.  Please give Onesimus a warm welcome when he arrives, as you would for me.  If he owes you any money, I’ll take care of it when I see you.  You can get a room ready for me because I’m hoping God will answer your prayers for me to visit you soon.
Greetings 
Epaphras, who’s also in prison for being a follower of Jesus, sends his greetings.  My coworkers Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke send theirs, too.
Sincerely,
Paul
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