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Premillennialism (Part 1)

The Kingdom of Prophecy   
There is a popular doctrine taught and believed by many churches today called premillennialism.  Premillennialism is a term which relates to the second coming of Christ.  Pre means “before” and millennium means “one thousand years.”  This doctrine teaches that the second coming of Jesus Christ will occur before He sets up a one thousand year kingdom on the earth.  Many, if not most of the conservative Protestant religious groups advocate some form of premillennialism.  Movies, such as the “Left Behind” series teach it.  “Study Bibles” such as Scofield Study Bible, and Ryrie Study Bible advocate it.  There are many variations of this doctrine, but in our study we want to limit our discussion of a very popular premillennialism strain known as dispensationalism.  The question we are addressing on our program today, and for the next few weeks is, Is The Doctrine of Premillinnialism (and particularly dispensationalism) taught in the Bible?
Let us first explain what this doctrine says.  The doctrine teaches that when Jesus came to this earth the first time He came intending to establish an earthly kingdom and to restore the Jews to their land.  However, the Jews rejected Jesus and His offer of a kingdom, so the Lord withdrew His offer of the kingdom, postponed it, and established the church as a substitute.  This requires Jesus returning a second time to accomplish what He did not accomplish the first time.  They teach that at some time in the future (usually seen as very near), Jesus will descend from heaven to meet the church.  Jesus will not come to the earth at this time, but the saints will be “raptured” to meet Him.  You may have seen a bumper sticker that says, “In case of the rapture, this car will be driverless.”  They also believe that the righteous dead will be raised and raptured with the living.  They teach that the righteous who are raptured will remain with Christ for a period of seven years.  Now, on the earth during this seven year period they teach that the nation of Israel will be restored to Palestine, the Antichrist will befriend the Jews, but after three and one-half years will turn against them and there will be unparalleled tribulation called the Great Tribulation.  The tribulation will then climax in the battle of Armageddon, a battle between the forces of Satan and the forces of righteousness.  During this battle Christ and His saints will descend to earth and destroy the forces of Satan.  Satan will then be bound for a thousand years and the millennial reign will begin.  The Jewish saints who died in the tribulation will be raised.  Jesus will then occupy the literal earthly throne of David in Jerusalem over an earthly kingdom and will reign for one thousand years.  At the end of the thousand years Satan will be released to try to defeat the saints.  However, he will be defeated.  The wicked will then be raised, and the final judgment will take place.  The wicked will be cast into hell with the Devil and his angels and the righteous will live eternally in heaven.  There is more involved in the theory, but this is a basic summary.   But what does the Bible teach?

Today we want to show that the Bible clearly reveals that the kingdom that was prophesied by the Old Testament prophets has been established and it is the church that is revealed in the New Testament.  Let us look at the prophecy of Daniel in Daniel chapter 2.  Daniel is writing some 580 years before Christ was born.  Daniel was an Israelite in captivity in Babylon.  The Babylonian King at this time was Nebuchadnezzar.  Nebuchadnezzar had a dream and Daniel by the power of God interprets that dream.  In the dream Nebuchadnezzar saw a great image.  This image’s head was of gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, its legs of iron and its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.    Daniel says to Nebuchadnezzar “You watched while a stone was cut out without hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces.  Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed together, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; the wind carried them away so that no trace of them was found.  And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.  This is the dream. Now we will tell the interpretation of it before the king.” (Daniel 2:31-35)  Daniel then proceeds to give the interpretation of the dream.  He says that Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon is this head of gold.  After him, Daniel says, there shall arise another kingdom inferior to yours.  This kingdom is represented by the chest and arms of silver.  And then another, Daniel says, a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the earth.    And then the fourth kingdom represented by the legs of iron, and its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.   He then says  “And in the days of these kings [that is the kings of this fourth kingdom] the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.  Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold-the great God has made known to the king what will come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure.” (Dan. 2:44-45)   So the Lord is making known WHEN He will set up His kingdom which will never be destroyed.  It will be in the days of this fourth kingdom.  Now we know this kingdom to be the Roman Empire.  You see, the head of gold is Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylonian kingdom.  His kingdom was followed by the Medo-Persian kingdom represented by the chest and arms of silver.  The third kingdom, represented by the belly and thighs of bronze we know to be the Grecian kingdom of Alexander the Great.  And the next world empire was the Roman Empire represented by the legs of iron and feet partly of iron and partly of clay.  Daniel says it was in the days of these kings, this fourth kingdom, that the God of heaven would set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed.  Now, the Roman Empire began in about 63 BC and fell in 476 AD.  And so it lasted for a period of a little over 500 years.  Therefore, Daniel’s prophecy of God setting up a kingdom in the days of those kings would have had to be fulfilled somewhere in this time frame. 

Now Jesus was born and lived in the days of the Roman Empire.  Luke 2 and verse 1 tells us that Jesus was born in the days of Caesar Augustus, one of the Roman rulers.  Luke 3 and verse 1 indicates that Tiberius Caesar was reigning when Jesus began His public ministry.    And the premillennialists admit that Jesus came in the days of those kings to establish his kingdom, but they say He did not establish His kingdom then because He was rejected.  Now, if Daniel spoke of the coming kingdom in the days of the Roman Empire, and if that prophecy did not come to pass, then Daniel was a false prophet.  Deut. 18:22 says, “when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not happen or come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.”  If Jesus did not establish the kingdom in the days of the Roman Empire, then it reflects upon the integrity of Daniel as a inspired prophet of God.  Jesus referred to Daniel as a prophet in Matt. 24:15.   If Daniel was a false prophet then it reflects upon the integrity of Jesus Himself.  
Now, the premillennialists, in order to keep from saying that Daniel’s prophecy failed, claim that the Roman empire will be “revived,” and that the kingdom of God will be established in the days of this “revived Roman empire” which they claim will take place in the near future.  But Daniel didn’t say anything about a revived Roman empire.  There is nothing in the Daniel 2 to suggest that the fourth kingdom is a two-phase operation.  The prophecy represents four (and only four) consecutive kingdoms. 
And furthermore, Jesus in His public ministry on the earth predicted that the kingdom of God was at hand.  Mark 1:14-15 says, “Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand.  Repent, and believe in the gospel.’”  Jesus said in Mark 9:1, “Assuredly, I say to you that there are some standing here who will not taste death till they see the kingdom of God present with power.”   Now, did Christ state correctly when He said that the kingdom of God was near, or was He mistaken?  Did He misunderstand Daniel 2:44?  If Daniel and the other Old Testament prophets were predicting a 21st century fulfillment in the days of a revived Roman empire, then they were not describing a 1st century fulfillment.  So Jesus made a mistake.  Surely we cannot accept this.  But the premillennialists will say, “No, Jesus made a correct statement about the kingdom being near, but because He was rejected, the kingdom had to be postponed.”  But to say that it was “postponed” concedes to the fact that it was due then, in the 1st century.  And if it was due in the 1st century, then it follows, that the prophets did not foretell of some 21st century fulfillment.  That means the prophets were not talking about some revived Roman empire in the 21st century.
There are only three alternatives when you compare the statements made by Jesus in Mark 1 and Mark 9 and Daniel 2:44.   Alternative number one, the kingdom was due in the first century and Jesus made a correct statement; but it was postponed, and thus Daniel was a false prophet, because that which he predicted did not come to pass.  Are we willing to accept that alternative?  No!
Alternative number two, Daniel was speaking of the kingdom coming in the 21st century, during a revived Roman empire, in which case Jesus misunderstood and failed to properly interpret the prophecy as referring to two phases of the Roman empire.  Are we willing to accept that alternative?  No!
The only other alternative is the kingdom was established in the 1st century, during the days of the Roman empire.  This is what the prophet foretold and Jesus correctly interpreted and applied the prophecy.    This is the only acceptable alternative.
Also we need to emphasize that the Old Testament prophets never foretold of an earthly kingdom.  And Jesus never claimed to come to establish an earthly kingdom.  This is one reason the Jews rejected Him.  They were looking for an earthly kingdom.  They were wanted a military Messiah who would sit upon the literal, earthly throne of David and evacuate the Roman armies from their land.  But Jesus claimed that His kingdom was not of this world.  Jesus said to Pilate, the Roman governor, “My kingdom is not of this world.  If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.” (John 18:36)  In Luke 17:20 Jesus is asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come.  “Jesus answered them and said, ‘The kingdom of God does not come with observation; nor will they say, 'See here!' or 'See there!'  For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.’”   Here the Pharisees were asking to see exactly what premillennialists say will come, an earthly kingdom that will come with great external observation and outward display of Divine power.  But Jesus says the kingdom of God does not come that way.  He says that the kingdom of God is within you, meaning that God’s rule is within the hearts of man.  It is a spiritual kingdom.
And the church that was established in the first century is the kingdom of prophecy.  Premillennialism tells us that we are now living in the “Church Age,” and that the kingdom has not come yet.   They say that the church was an afterthought, a substitute that had to be introduced because the Jews rejected their king.  This is not true.  The church was a part of God’s eternal purpose and it is the kingdom that was to come.  Paul said in Eph. 3:10-11, “to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord”  The church was in the eternal purpose of God.  It was not an afterthought.  Those who are in the church are in the kingdom.  Paul said to the church in Colosse that God “has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love”  These saints who were in the church were in the kingdom.  The kingdom had already come.
We want to talk more about this next week, so we hope you will join us then.
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