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Children’s Christmas Party bigger, better than last year
By TJ SHOW
BLACKFEET TRIBAL CHAIRMAN
For The Glacier Reporter

We held the second annual
Blackfeet Children Christmas
Fund Party on Saturday, Dec.
31, at KW Bergan School and
what a great day it was of fun,
happiness and excitement for
kids and grownups alike.
It was my great honor to be
one of the many volunteers
that helped out. Henry and I
drew the task of greeting and
checking in kids and putting
numbered wristbands on them
for the big drawing, and it was
great fun for us. You should
have seen our children’s faces
when they entered the cafeteria
and saw 2,000 packages
stacked in enormous piles - all
lovingly gift wrapped over
countless hours by nearly 100
Blackfeet. Rusty was there too
and helped hand out gifts to
the long lines of children and
families that went out the door
and around the building.
Our Christmas Party just
keeps getting bigger and better. In 2010 we had it at the old
Faught’s building, which
proved too small. In 2011 we
moved it to KW Bergan,
which is more than twice as
large, and it was still too small.
Looks like the only place big
enough to hold it in 2012 is the
old or new high school, so we
are working on that.
Which brings me to a special, big thank you to Browning Public Schools. We had
originally hoped to hold the
party at the new Stick Game
Arbor, but that didn’t work
out. At the last minute we had
to scramble for an alternate location, and Browning Public
Schools stepped in and saved
the day. They offered us the
largest facility available,
which was KW Bergan. We
didn’t secure the school until
Thursday, and that meant we

Custom Exhaust & Repair - Tune-ups

The newest technology served with the oldest of values!
Complete Car Care
1122 E. Main St., Cut Bank ~ 873-2126

888-773-2126

WCC Construction
All phases of construction, custom framing,
concrete specialist. General contracting.
Any type of restoration.
Residential/Commercial
Every kid got a wristband with a lucky number for presents and prizes at Christmastime, and
activities included all sorts of things, including dance numbers, at the second annual Blackfeet Childrenʼs Christmas Party.

had to move the party to New
Years Eve. It also meant we
had to cancel the free family
holiday photos we had
planned, but other than that the
party went off as planned.
Once again, this event was
paid for from generous donations from our friends around
the world. I hope you will take
a moment and go to
www.blackfeetnation.com and
click on “Donors List” to see
the list of nearly 200 individuals and companies that helped
give our children a brighter
Christmas. Over 90% of our
2010 donors also contributed
in 2011, which is an amazingly
high number. Like I have said
many times, there is an ocean
of good will out there for Indians in general and the Blackfeet in particular, and our
donors proved it once again.
This year many people were
hurt by the bad economy, so
many donors could send in just
$10 or $20. But we actually
raised more money than last
year, for two reasons. First, we

Blackfeet Councilmen Henry Butterfly and TJ Show take a
break from their Christmas elfish duties at the second annual Blackfeet Childrenʼs Christmas Party last month.
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Have you ever wanted to make a difference in the life of a
child? Work with emotionally disturbed children and their families in a community-based arena. Youth Dynamics has been
helping children since 1981. We have the following position
available in the Shelby area:
Care Manager/Youth Case Manager, Half Time - Bachelor’s Degree in Human Services required.
Competitive pay and Great Benefits. More information is
available by calling HR at 1-877-458-7022, or online at
www.youthdynamics.org. To apply, submit application, resume,
and transcripts to HR, 2334 Lewis Avenue, Billings, MT 59102.
Position remains open until filled. EEO.
Treatment ♦ Support ♦ Opportunity

Blackfeet Community College
P.O. Box 819
Browning, MT 59417-0819

Chief Financial Officer: Under general supervision of the President, manages, administers and supervises financial affairs of
the College. Provides leadership, direction and control of the financial, accounting, and budgeting systems. Oversees Auxiliary
Services Department which is responsible for all external sales
operations of the College. Qualifications: Minimum of Bachelor’s degree in accounting or related area; CPA: five years of successful experience in accounting including three years in fund
accounting, and experience as an accountant or auditor for a college or government; supervisory experience.
Closing Date: Friday, January 27, 3 p.m. MST
Application procedures/materials are available at www.bfcc.org.
For more information, contact Human Resource Director Dana
Pemberton at 406-338-5441, ext. 2203, danalou@bfcc.org.
Blackfeet/Indian preference applies. EOE/ADA

had more donors, and second,
in 2011 a handful of donors
stepped in and made very large
donations. I especially want to
thank Newfield who donated
an incredible $5,000 and the
Town Pump, Glacier Way CStores, the Morongo Band of
Mission Indians, Blackfeet
Housing and Blackfeet Police
Force who all donated $1,000
or more. I also want to thank
KBWG 107.5 FM who got the
word out about the party. As
with last year, no money from
Tribal Administration was
used, and the vast majority of
money came from private
donors all around the world.
In 2011 we added several
new aspects to the party. Manpower provided a large van
which enabled us to shuttle
kids from the Medicine Bear
Shelter, to and from the party,
and to take gifts and stockings
to the Blackfeet Nurturing
Center for the kids that could
not come to the party.
There were two new features
I really liked because we owe
so much gratitude to our
donors and volunteers. We had
20 fresh Christmas trees that
we dedicated to our top
donors. So when you walked
around you saw a tree-topping
star with the donor’s name on
it. Also, behind the stage
where we displayed the major
prizes for the drawing were
large white boards with every
donor’s name written out, in
no particular order.
This year, our crafts table
was greatly expanded and hundreds of Blackfeet children
made nice “Thank You!” crafts
which we are sending to
donors. We invited elders who
got to watch the fun from the
safety of bleachers and tables
set aside for them. Volunteers
walked around and gave the
elders gifts, including beautiful
incense pouches and silver
bells.
It was great to see so many
kids brought up in vans from
Heart Butte and other outlying
areas. Some got there a little
late, but we knew they were
coming so we postponed
events so they would be included.
One of the liveliest and most
fun new activities was a large
dance contest and it was a
blast watching our boys and
girls, big and small, showing
off their moves. As always, the
big drawing capped off the
party. This year, maybe 1,000
Blackfeet crowded around the
stage breathlessly hoping their
number would be called. We
gave away bikes, Wiis, scooters, hockey tables, DVD players, sleds, boom boxes, giant
playhouses and many other
items.
Speaking of giant playhouses, I want to leave you
with two stories to give you an
idea of how much we owe our
100+ volunteers and how hard
they all worked to give all our
children their own special day,
a mountain of gifts and prizes
and a great party.
Late Thursday night, Gregg
and his little girl Chenoa were
driving back from Great Falls
towing a large flatbed trailer
loaded with pallets of toys
from Sam’s Club and WalMart
(who have given us amazing,
after-Christmas prices on toys
which let us really stretch our
budget). Right behind was a
Manpower van, also full of
gifts, carrying Alex, Elijah, Joe
and Shawn, whose little boy

Percy had open heart surgery
last year so they volunteered to
pay back the community for
all the support they got then.
(BTW, do you know that only
seven Blackfeet did all the
shopping for 2,000 gifts?)
The van started flashing
their lights for the trailer to
stop. This was on the highway
between Shelby and Cut Bank,
so the vehicles had no place to
pull over, all they could do
was stop in the road and turn
on their flashers. Turns out a
giant blue and pink princess
playhouse had broken loose
from the trailer and went sailing high, landing somewhere
on the prairie. So picture this a group of Blackfeet, combing
the prairie in the dark looking
not for buffalo or Crow intruders like 150 years ago, but for
a children’s bright blue and
pink playhouse. They eventually found it, with not a scratch
on it (pretty amazing, don’t
you think?) loaded it back up
and on to Browning. At the
drawing a happy little girl
chose that princess playhouse,
and I get a kick out of thinking
about her playing in her own
Little House on the Prairie,
with no idea of what Blackfeet
volunteers had to do to find
and bring it to her.
The second story is that on
Friday night, one team of volunteers got hung up in Great
Falls so there we only two
people to move 2,000 gifts
from the old Faught’s building
(where they had been
wrapped) to KW Bergan - an
impossible task. But Dawn
called Larry and Rick, and
within 15 minutes the place
was swarming with Crazy
Dogs. Within the hour all the
gifts were being carried into
KW Bergan from a half dozen
trucks and trailers, just as
snow started to fall.
Now you see the sort of volunteers we have and how committed they were to creating
something special, meaningful
and memorable for our children. All Blackfeet owe a great
round of applause to the 100+
Blackfeet volunteers that made
the 2011 Children’s Party such
a fantastic success. With that
sort of spirit and mutual love
for all our children, next year
and every year thereafter, the
Blackfeet Children’s Christmas Party will just keep getting bigger and better! Thanks
again, everyone!

Call: 406-207-3055 Walt Chase
email: waltchase@msn.com

Blackfeet Community College
P.O. Box 819
Browning, MT 59417-0819

Issksiniip Project Mentor/Tutor Program Technician: Under
the direction of the Issksiniip Project Coordinator, is responsible
for assisting in the organization of monitoring of the Issksiniip
Project Mentor/Tutor Program. Qualifications: Associate Degree
in Office Administration, Business Management or related field,
and minimum of three years experience in a post-secondary educational setting.
Closing Date: Friday, January 13, 3 p.m. MST
Application procedures/materials are available at www.bfcc.org.
For more information, contact Human Resource Director Dana
Pemberton at 406-338-5441, ext. 2203, danalou@bfcc.org.
Blackfeet/Indian preference applies. EOE/ADA

Saturday Afternoon
Specials
Watch for our January 14

2-4 p.m. only.

You won’t want to miss it!

Teeples

Watch for specials
throughout the entire store!
338-2165

Browning

NOTICE OF ELECTION

Glacier County Primary Election

Dates for filing for office: January 12 through
March 12, 2012
(1) Commissioner District II at large for 6year term
(1) Clerk of District Court at large for 4year term

Filing fees for the offices are:
Commissioner $211.33
Clerk of District Court $211.33

Candidate filing forms may be picked up at the
Glacier County Courthouse, Clerk & Recorders
Office and must be filed by 5 p.m. on Monday,
March 12, 2012.
Glenda M. Hall
Glacier County Clerk & Recorder/
Election Administrator
512 E Main, Cut Bank, MT 59427
(406) 873-3609

Largest Farm and Ranch Trade Show in Montana

2012 560 KMON MAGIE
at the 4 Seasons Arena
at the Expo Park in Great Falls

Thursday, January 19 - Saturday, January 21
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday/Friday and 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturday

Come see the latest in farm and ranch technology
with over 200 exhibitors
Friday - FFA Sales and Service Contest
Saturday - 4-H and FFA Livestock Judging, Agronomy and Meats Contests

Don’t
Miss It!

Tickets
$5 at the door
or get a free
ticket from
exhibitors

