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Newcomers and Neighbors
Extending a friendly hand to all women of Central Texas

www.newcomersandneighborsofwaco.com

February: Marsha Thauwald & The Power of the Book Talk
Make your reservations now for the February 15
luncheon, where you will be entertained by our
fantastic speaker Marsha Thauwald. The local entertainer, author and educator will discuss The
Power of the Book Talk. Her two published books
are titled Big Southern Hair and Highlights (Please
Don’t Dye Without Us) and Southern Grit and
Glamour. Prepare to be enthralled!

Door Prizes
February door prizes will be
donated by


Billie DeFrees



Kathleen Kaparich



Maggie Sanders



Rita Standefer

Left: Marsha Thauwald blends experiences from a lifetime of teaching at all levels of the educational system
with her passion for learning and reading.

Looking Ahead
Cruise deadline nears
We’re setting sail again on
Royal Caribbean’s Liberty of
the Seas. The time is nearing to sign up for this April
23-30 voyage. For more information, contact Marilyn
Patterson at 822-0462 or
themjqueen@gmail.com.
March Program

January Program
Our January speaker was Dr. Patricia Sulak, who
stressed that healthy lifestyles and wellness can
improve our lives and keep us out of the doctor’s
office. Her talk focused on Eleven Essential Elements
to Health and Happiness. She shared how their personal quest for wellness led her and her physician
husband to develop Living Well Aware, a program to
stress wellness.
Right: Dr. Sulak with Barbara Haynes.

Linda Howell and Mike Mallick of the Waco Storytellers
Guild will present Walking
Tales with the Papes.
April
Annual Silent Auction
May
Installation of new board

Our January luncheon is scheduled for Wednesday, February 15
11:30 a.m. at Ridgewood Country Club
Reservations are due before 5 p.m. on Thursday, February 9
Make your reservation with Carole Golden by sending an email to
nnn_reservations@yahoo.com or calling her at 715-3728. Include your telephone number when making your reservation. Please allow at least 24 hours for
Carole to respond back to confirm your reservation, either by telephone or email. If you do not receive a confirmation after that, please contact her to make
sure she has your reservation. You may RSVP for another member, but if you
make a reservation for yourself or someone else and you or they are unable to
attend, you are responsible for finding a replacement or paying for the meals.
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Cares and Concerns
Sue Blackwell, loss of husband
Kay Garner, loss of mother
Georgia Peterson, loss of father
Barbara Lewandowski, daughter-in-law has been diagnosed
with a serious illness
Pat Wall, recent surgery
Rita Standefer, Corresponding Secretary, asks that members help keep
her informed of any member who is ill, has had a family death or any
other concern for which it would be appropriate to mail a card from
Newcomers and Neighbors. Contact Rita at 235-9400 or
riritenn@grandecom.net.

From the Prez —
"Spectacular." "That was just what I needed". "Such an inspiration for me." "She's the best speaker we've ever had." "I feel encouraged to do something." These were a few of the comments
made to me after Dr. Patricia Sulak's presentation in January. And I agree with them all! She was entertaining, inspiring
and informative. Huge thanks to our Program Chair, Marilyn
Patterson, for bringing us this and other wonderful programs
each and every month!
We are breathing down the neck on 200 members and that is all
thanks to you, friends! Each month several of you bring a guest
and, almost every single time, that guest joins. Spreading the fun
news about our club is definitely paying off, and 250 is in our
sights. Please continue to invite your neighbor, friend, or
stranger at the post office to visit us. Let's keep growing, stay
energized, and welcome all women of central Texas as friends!
This will be a great month to bring several guests. Local resident
and noted author of Big Southern Hair and Highlights, Marsha
Thauwald, will speak to us. She is a dynamo presenter who will
keep us entertained. Be there, and bring a friend.
Our nominating committee of Mickie Warnell, Judy Hartley and
Valerie Reyes has been hard at work and will present recommendations for board approval in February. We will vote on the list
of nominees in April. Installation will take place in May, and the
new board takes over on June 1. Lots of exciting things are ahead
as we begin to look toward 2017-2018. Be involved in every way
you can to help keep our club welcoming and fun!
Happy Valentine's Day. I'll see you on the 15th!

— Sally
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From the Membership Chair
New membership dues are only $10 now until the end of April.
So if members have friends or relatives interested in becoming a
member of our wonderful social club let them know. Of course, we
will all renew for $20 when our new year begins June 1.

Linda Merryman
2101 Hermanson Drive, Waco 76710
498-1953 (c), 224-6253
library63merryman@yahoo.com
Book Club, Bridge (day) bridge (night)
Civic Theatre Goers, Lunch & a Movie,
Movies & Morsels, Sassy Singles, Waco
Wanderers, Yoga /Tai Chi
June 5
Jo Ann Pulattie
275 Lazy Acres Drive, Woodway 76712
848–4907
tinkmoses@icloud.com
WW II Study Group
November 24

Left: Members gather to review and purchase books
from Dr. Patricia Sulak, our January speaker.
Below: Jackie Zrubek, left, brought her friend Ruth
Jarosek to hear Dr. Sulak’s presentation.

From Janis Bodin, VP for Special Interest Groups
To contact Janis, call 230-2111 or email janis.bodin@yahoo.com.
Theatre Goers: Several members who have purchased season tickets to Second Sunday matinees at the Civic have contacted me to let me know that they have tickets. If you have not yet contacted Janis, please do. The goal is to arrange
for refreshments before or after each performance. This group also needs someone to act as a contact person.
42 plays at Casa de Castillo at 11 a.m. on the second and fourth Mondays of each month. Even if you don’t know how
to play, someone will be happy to teach you. If you have questions or plan to play, please email juhartley@yahoo.com
or call her at 662-6561 or 715-1023.
ART AND ARTISTS Maggie Sanders will be leading this group, which will meet quarterly on the fifth Tuesday.
We will meet for lunch at 11 a.m. on January 31 at Alpha Omega Deli, 929 Franklin Ave, to discuss what we want
in this group. Bring your ideas for what you would like to do; suggestions have included sketching and painting trips
and visits to art exhibitions . If you are interested in participating in this group, please contact Maggie at 855-5919 or
email her at flamingokid45@yahoo.com
BOOK CLUB will meet at 12:15 p.m. on Friday February 3, at the West Waco Library. Our book for February is What
Alice Forgot by Laine Moriarty. For more information, contact Marie Provencher at 666-5250 or 709-5032 or email
marieprovencher53@gmail.com.
BRIDGE (DAYTIME) meets at 11 a.m. Tuesdays at Casa de Castillo. If you have signed up to play and have to cancel,
you are responsible for finding your own sub. For more information, contact Judy Hartley (juhartley@yahoo.com,
715-1023) or Carolyn Haynes (carolynhaynes@yahoo.com, 836-0537).
February and March play dates and hostesses are listed below:
Ann Cox
Leeanne Glass
Barbara Fry
Jan Hale

February 7
February 21
March 7
March 21

Marilyn DuByne
Janis Bodin

February 14
February 28

Phyllis Gilliland
March 14
JoAnn Harper
March 28

BRIDGE (EVENING) Contact Janis Bodin, call 230-2111 or email janis.bodin@yahoo.com
CANASTA meets every second and fourth Wednesday at 1 p.m. at the Harrison Center next to the Lions Den on
North 42nd St. It’s a fun informal group, and we will be happy to teach you to play. For more information, call
Maggie Sanders at 855-5919 or email flamingokid45@yahoo.com.
CHINESE MAH-JONGG meets Mondays at 12:30 p.m. at the Harrison Center. Contact Gloria Walker at 751-1678 if
you are interested in this fun, informal group or would like to learn.
CIVIC THEATRE GOERS enjoys Waco Civic Theatre productions, attending the second Sunday matinee of each show.
Each person is responsible for purchasing her own ticket. Janis Bodin asks that Theatre Goers who have purchased season tickets contact her.
N&N KNITTERS meets on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays from 1-3 p.m. at the West Waco Library. Those who want to
crochet are welcome too. Contact Beverly Ramirez at bevknit@aol.com or 666-5461 or 723-7200.her at 7323617. See you all for lunch.

LUNCH AND A MOVIE will meet at 11 a.m. on February 1 at the World Cup Cafe (Mission Waco) Please If you
would like to attend, please email Janice Runyons at jlcr1147@gmail.com or call her at 981-3117. She will reply to
your email or return your call to confirm your seat at the table. We look forward to seeing you there.
MOVIES AND MORSELS meets sporadically to share a meal and enjoy a movie. If you are interested in this group,
which is open to all members, contact Gaylene at gkaki3@gmail.com or call her at 224-2473.
SASSY SINGLES — “Adventure before Dementia”
Vicki Carter is our leader. Please help her by sharing activities the group might enjoy. Contact her at
vlckota@grandecom.net or 640-2638.


Sassy Single breakfast will be at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, February 4, at George's on Hewitt Drive.



Sassy Single dinner will be at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, February 28, at Red Lobster.

SECRET PALS: A new group has formed. If you are interested in being part of this group or have questions, call
Cathy Valentine at 836-7026 or email her at cathy41texas@gmail.com.
WACO NEWBIES Waco Newbies are going strong. Their regular meeting is at 10 a.m. the third Thursday of each
month at Panera’s in the Central Texas Marketplace. The group also is having a lot of fun discovering more
about the area. If you are interested in this group, contact Valerie Reyes at waconewbies@gmail.com
or call her at (214) 476-5678.
WACO WANDERERS meets on the fifth Wednesday of each month that applies for a day trip. The next day trip
will be Wednesday, March 29. There have been several requests to visit the Gone With The Wind Museum in
Cleburne again. It is a great museum of collectables, and the newest members are sure to enjoy it. More
information will follow at a later date. If you are interested in this group, contact Mickie Warnell at 741-1046 or
mjw229@grandecom.net.
WORLD WAR II STUDY GROUP The World War II Study Group will meet at 10:15 a.m. on Wednesday, February 1,
at the West Waco Library. We will discuss Chapter 14 of World War II for Dummies. It is never too late to join us.
For more information, contact Marilyn Patterson at themjqueen@gmail.com or (254) 822-0462.
YOGA meets at 2:30 p.m. on Mondays at the Crestview Community Center on Delhi. Thomas Marvin is the instructor, and each class is $5. Tai Chi classes are also available there for $5 each on Mondays and Wednesdays at 10 a.m.
with Kayla Rosas as the instructor. Contact Gwyn Dunham at 420-2128 for more information.

The Book Club enjoyed a recent foggy afternoon with friends, food, and book talk! Dr. Robert Corwin told of his
inspiration, motivation, and determination to research and write his historical novel The Volsung Project. Additional
information came from his lovely wife, Sandy, who served as editor and encourager.
Below left: Book club members and guests enjoy Dr. Corwin’s presentation. Right, Sandy Corwin visits with her high
school classmate and Newcomers member Lottie Phillips, who recommended the book to the group.

Above left: Dr. Robert Corwin visits with Kathy
Northrup at the book club’s “Meet the Author”
event.
Above right, left to right: Donna Graham,
Mickie Warnell, Ann Cox, Sally Martin and Cathy
Valentine.

Right: Movies & Morsels enjoyed Calendar Girls
and foods from the "seasons.” Mariann Ryan is
holding her prize, a lighthouses calendar, which
she won for correctly guessing 100% of the seasons represented by the dishes. It was great fun.
Attending were front, Delores Brasher (left) and
Gloria Walker. Back, left to right, are Gail Woodward, Billie DeFrees, Mariann Ryan, Elaine Kymes
and Gaylene Reed.

Our Membership drive begins soon, and your dues are due by June 30.
Please include a new membership form with your renewal dues for 2016-2017 year, even if you have no changes.
The membership chair needs a paper form to scan completed by you, the member.
Besides being here in the newsletter, forms are also available at the monthly luncheons.
Please use black ink only, as any other ink does not scan well , such as blue , red or gel inks.
Thank you in advance for your renewals and cooperation, Mickie Warnell

Thank you to our sponsor
Waco Newcomers & Neighbors

Check our new Website:
www.newcomersandneighborsofwaco.com
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