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The Prophets 
Amos - he begins his prophetic career around 
760BC.  He is from outside Jerusalem but is sent to 
the Northern Kingdom, often referred to as Israel.  
The Kingdom had witnessed an upsurge of trade, 
military power, building programmes and 
material prosperity but this is accompanied by 
merciless oppression of the poor.  There had been 
constant attempts to combine traditional religions 
with local canonite practices.  They do not have 
access to the temple in Jerusalem and many 
shrines are built, but not always to God and  
God alone. 
Amos was a country shepherd and a dresser of 
trees, a man from a poor background, so he easily 
speaks of neglect of the poor.  He is a reluctant 
prophet, not a professional, often the kings had 
professional prophets, who lived for ‘profit’.   
They told the King what he wanted to hear or 
what would be to their advantage. 
Amos says that their traditional enemies will 
suffer, God will punish the transgressors.  Yet he 
will also punish his people who have exploited 
their own, who would sell the needy for a pair of 
sandals or keep a cloak for a pledge, leaving the 
poor with nothing.  The people are to ‘seek me 
and live’, to move from empty sacrifices, 
especially to false Gods.  He promises that the 
‘Day of the Lord’ will come. 
 

Hosea – he was a prophet at the same time as 
Amos, but he was from the North.  He speaks of 
God’s love as ‘one who marries their beloved and 
does not remove that love even if the spouse is 
unfaithful’.  This image of the faithful God and a  

 
people, Israel, who has given themselves to other 
gods, taken part in false worship, fertility rites 
and many practices that do not fit with faithful 
love.  Yet God does not withdraw His love.  He 
remembers the ones He sought and courted, He 
invites them back. Yet they must repent, they 
must show that they understand the error of their 
ways.  In another passage he speaks of God 
teaching his child to walk, holding the child close 
to his cheek.  A loving parent knows the child will 
stumble as they learn to walk, the leading strings 
of love but they will also know that rejection of 
love is painful.  The call is to return to God, 
change their ways.  Do not put your trust in 
foreign powers, in gods that do not exist, in the 
safety of wealth and power.  The King would not 
listen and the Northern Kingdom fell to Assyria. 
 

Anniversary Masses 
Leitrim 
Sun 17th     Brian Donnelly 
Sat 24th       John Love (MM) 
Dromara    
Sun 18th     Laurence Colgan 
                   Maureen McKey 
Sun 25th     Hugh Pat McEvoy 
Gargory 
Sun 25th     Mick McGreevy 
 

Collections 11th July      Parish     Educ Priests 

Dromara                       £293            £135         
Drumgooland              £701            £449   
 

We welcome into Drumgooland Parish Lorcán 
Doyle and into Dromara Parish Erin Pulford 

 
There will be no Weekday Masses this week 
 

Weekend masses 
Sat       6:00pm Dechomet  
             7:30pm Leitrim 
Sun      9:00am Gargory     
           11:00am Dromara 
 

I will be on holiday from Sun 18th Jul (after 
mass) until Sat 7th Aug.  If there are any 
emergency sick calls or deaths, please try  
Fr Brian Brown (074 9673 1619).  
(I turn my mobile phone off on holiday). 
 

Proposed changes to guidance about church 
attendance due to come into place Mon 26th Jul 
The 2m social distance will be reduced to 1m in 
a church setting.  Face coverings will no longer 
be compulsory in church after that date.  The 
change in social distance space will not be 
introduced into the parishes until the weekend  
I return, 7th/8th Aug.  Many people have 
expressed a concern about the non-wearing of 
face coverings.  Please feel free to continue 
wearing face coverings whilst in the church, it 
does help to protect others and therefore 
yourself.  I strongly encourage people to wear 
them; especially as we begin the adjustment 
which will allow more people to attend mass. 
The help of Eucharistic Ministers will be very 
welcome.  If the Eucharistic Ministers let their 
coordinator know if they are comfortable to take 
up this role again.  It will take time for things to 
settle down, please be patient with yourself and 
with others during change. 
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