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GEORGIA VISION EDUCATORS
STATEWIDE TRAINING
OCTOBER 16 - 18, 2019
Robert F. Hatcher Sr, Conference r




Wednesday, October 16, 2019
9:00-10:00
Registration & Daily Sign-In
Conference Center Lobby
Coffee, tea, and water are available
Exhibitor Hall
Conference Center Lobby (10:00-5:00)
Visit Exhibitor Displays in the Lobby and view the latest technology, products and services available to assist you in serving students with visual impairments.


10:00-11:00
General Session
Rooms. PSC 211, A, B, C (Banquet Hall)

Welcome to GVEST!
Dr. Cindy Gibson, Superintendent, Georgia Academy for the Blind

Keynote - Changing the Trajectory of Children’s Lives Through Appropriate Instruction
Sandra Lewis, Coordinator of the Visual Disabilities Program - Florida State University

11:00-12:00
General Session
Rooms. PSC 211, A, B, C (Banquet Hall)

Justice Fueled Innovation
Jennifer White, CEO, Able Opportunities, Inc
Understanding the impact of marginalization helps us plan for more effective strategies and tools targeting self determination and advocacy. Join us to learn about exciting person driven tools impacting the success of transition students.


12:00-1:00
Lunch
PSC 211, A, B, & C
A Buffet Lunch is Provided


1:15-2:15
Concurrent Sessions: W.1

W.1.A: Discussion - What’s Going on in the Field
Room PSC 212
Sandra Lewis
Change in the field of services to students with visual impairments seems to occur slowly, but with time, it does occur!  During this session, participants will have a chance to bring up questions about and discuss trends and practices that continue to experience transformation, including the provision of services to students with brain-based visual impairments, the focus on the Expanded Core Curriculum, and supporting oneself in an educational environment where what is measured isn’t always what our students need most.



W.1.B: TVI: What’s My Role in O&M Room PSC 234
Sarah Bussey
"TVI: What's My Role in O&M?" will break down the responsibility of the TVI as it pertains to O&M. As a TVI prior to becoming a COMS I was asked and expected to perform O&M tasks which were way beyond my knowledge and scope of practice. In this session we will discuss the appropriate role of a TVI in O&M and equip you with language to use when speaking with team members about your role. Ultimately, at the end of this session you will have the knowledge to protect yourself and your students.

W.1.C: Moving from Person-Centered to Person-Driven Programs (part 1 of 3) (session will repeat)
Room PSC 237
Jennifer White
Is your job supporting students challenged by:
Communication barriers (Nonverbal /Nonlinguistic)?
Behaviors (SIB and aggression toward others)?
Finding activities that build skill and independence?
Finding leisure activities?
Low work motivation (comes to socialize)?
Challenges finding employers who will hire people with intellectual developmental disabilities?
Challenges motivating higher production rates to meet the demands of competitive employment?
Losing jobs when supervisors change?
Finding higher level jobs and wages?
Join us to learn accommodation strategies successfully addressing these issues! We’ll cover a variety of tools that expand self-determination, direct connection with employers, community members, and residential teams, increase choice making, and teach financial literacy in concrete terms. This training is not based in theory, but in functional low- and high-tech tools and strategies that bring powerful results.

W.1.D: Adapting Books for Children with CVI at All 3 Phases (part 1 of 2)
Room PSC 238
Tracy Fitch
Understanding a students phase on the CVI Range and knowing how to adapt books for them can be overwhelming. We will break down some strategies to consider when adapting books for all three phases and will look at several specific books and how to adapt them. We will incorporate hand made books as well as technology options.

W.1.E: Building the Foundations to Support our Blind and Low Vision Services (part 1 of 2)
Room PSC 239
Shirley Robinson, Kathryn Edger
The purpose of this session will be to introduce DOE to their partners in Vocational Rehabilitation. With the new Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA), mandate to serve students from age 14 – 22, it is more important than ever to strengthen relations between DOE and VR, and provide students with the 5 required Pre-Employment Transition Services. You will learn what these 5 services include and learn ways they are already being provided around the state. This is a wonderful opportunity to learn how we can work together and provide our students with the skills to become successful adults.

W.1.F: Introduction to Haptics (part 1 of 2)
Room PSC 103
Rebecca Cowan-Story, Dana Tarter
Haptics is a form of communication through touch. For individuals who are visually impaired, hearing impaired, or deaf-blind, these touch signals can convey visual, social, and environmental information discreetly in real time. Participants will learn the basics of Haptics Communication, and how to apply these signals and cues with students in the classroom setting.


2:30-3:30
Concurrent Sessions: W.2

W.2.A: Improving Reading Skills with the Mangold Braille Program (session will be repeat)
Room PSC 212
Sandra Lewis
The use of evidence-based practices is mandated by education policy and good teachers strive to find curricula that meet this standard.  One such curriculum is the Mangold Basic Braille Program, which is designed to teach automaticity when recognizing braille letters and contractions. In this session, participants will be reintroduced to the Mangold program and its principles. Information about the original research will be shared, using precision teaching for this purpose reviewed, and the important outcomes related to alphabetic knowledge and fluent reading examined in light of the need to improve the literacy levels of children who are blind.

W.2.B: Step Back so Your Students Can Step Forward
Room PSC 234
Martha Veto, Christine Spratling
In 1997, Dr. Laurel Hudson created the brilliant list: "19 Ways to Step Back" to remind us to allow students be as independent as possible. In this session, we will talk about and practice ways to build independence instead of dependence by using strategies like hand-under-hand, wait time, and allowing students to try and fail.

W.2.C: Moving from Person-Centered to Person-Driven Programs (part 2 of 3) (session will repeat)
Room PSC 237
Jennifer White
See Part 1 Description (W.1.C.)


W.2.D: Adapting Books for Children with CVI at All 3 Phases (part 2 of 2)
Room PSC 238
Tracy Fitch
See Part 1 for Description (W.1.D.)

W.2.E: Building the Foundations to Support our Blind and Low Vision Services (part 2 of 2)
Room PSC 239
Shirley Robinson, Kathryn Edger
See Part 1 for Description (W.2.D.)

W.2.F: Introduction to Haptics (part 2 of 2)
Room PSC 103
Rebecca Cowan-Story, Dana Tarter
See Part 1 for Description (W.1.F.)


3:30-4:00
Afternoon Break and Networking
Conference Center Lobby
Snacks and Beverages are Provided

Notes:


4:00-5:00
Concurrent Sessions: W.3

W.3.A: Have a Chat with the Low Vision Optometrist
Room PSC 212
Jon Forché
Teachers of the Visually Impaired will engage in question/answer session with Dr. Jon Forché on topics that are important to increase the TVI’s knowledge by answering specific questions that are relevant to better serve students with visual impairments.   Many questions will be provided to the doctor in advance so that the time can be utilized and be specific to the questions.

W.3.B: Assistive Technology to Enable Success
Room PSC 234
Dawn Day, Amy Bardash, Cheryl Washington
Amy Bardash, Dr. Cheryl Washington, Kim Smith and Dawn Day (GEEK squad from GAB) will present the purpose and ways to use assistive technology with all students. Participants will be informed of tools to access electronic, written and print information. They will understand the importance of having a choice of technology that fits their needs.

W.3.C: Moving from Person-Centered to Person-Driven Programs (part 3 of 3) (session will repeat)
Room PSC 237
Jennifer White
See Part 1 Description (W.1.C.)



W.3.D: Chromebook Accessibility for Your Students
Room PSC 238
Greg Aikens
Chromebook as a lower cost alternative to a laptop for a student on your caseload? Or, are you still trying to figure out how to install JAWS on a Chromebook? Come learn about all the built-in accessibility features on a Chromebook and how they work for our students, including using Google Apps for Education.

W.3.E: Gamification of Education for BVI Students based on Core & Expanded Core and each student’s IEP
Room PSC 239
Marty Schultz
ObjectiveEd creates curriculum-based games that work with your teaching - giving visually impaired pre-K through 12th grade students the ability to practice what you teach, when you aren’t around.  The skills are based on each student’s individual IEP and come from the Core and Expanded Core Curriculum.
Each game operates uniquely, based on the objectives & skills that you want your student to learn and practice.  Your student’s progress is tracked in a secure cloud, available to you and the IEP team through a web-based dashboard.
The games teach skills including assistive technology (voice over gestures, keyboard efficiency), braille literacy (pre-braille, contractions, speed), sensory efficiency (audio location & movement cues), orientation & mobility, and social interaction.
You will learn why students acquire skills faster and achieve objectives sooner by “gamify-ing” education with mobile devices.



W.3.F: Incidentally on Purpose
Room PSC 103
Cristina Dumitru, Lauren Herring 

This presentation will give strategies for capturing moments of incidental learning across the ECC. Incidental learning is defined and numerous examples given across all senses and learning environments. ‘Homework’ sheets have been created to help non TVI teachers and parents to keep it simple when creating an incidental learning opportunity.


Dinner on Your Own



Thursday, October 17, 2019
7:30-8:00
Registration & Daily Sign-In
Conference Center Lobby

Exhibitor Hall
Conference Center Lobby (8:00-5:00)
Visit Exhibitor Displays in the Lobby and view the latest technology, products and services available to assist you in serving students with visual impairments. 

Prison Braille Program Tour (Must be preregistered ) Bus loads beginning 8:45 and returns 11:00
Bus Loads at Entrance to the Conference Center. This extended session will provide a tour of the Prison Braille Program at Central State Prison. NOTES: 1) a photo ID is required to enter the prison; 2) no cell phones, cameras, purses, bags, or any other items may be taken into the prison. ; 3) You must adhere to the provided dress code.


8:00-9:00
Concurrent Sessions: Th.1

Th.1.A: Learning Line Charts Using Stock Market Data

Room PSC 212
Diane Brauner, Ed Summers
Line charts are used to analyze change in a particular variable or measure. For example, a line chart might be used to analyze change in temperature, pressure, or the levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere over a specific period of time. 
This session will present a fun lesson plan that teaches students with visual impairments or blindness how to independently create, analyze, and share digital line charts using free software and stock market data. You can tailor the lesson plan to meet your students by choosing stocks that align with their interests. Does she love to shop? Choose Target. Does she love technology? Choose Apple. Does he love burgers and fries? Choose McDonalds. Regardless of their age or interests, you’ll leave this session with the resources you need to teach your students to independently analyze line charts

Th.1.B: Putting Your Best Foot Forward: Job Search Skills Training for transition-age Youth
Room PSC 234
Jennifer Cmar, Kasey Markoski
Working for pay during high school is associated with future employment for youth with visual impairments, particularly when youth find their own jobs. However, short-term sponsored work experiences lack evidence of effectiveness for this population. Putting Your Best Foot Forward is a job search skills training program for youth with visual impairments. The program includes group sessions and individual activities designed to strengthen youths’ knowledge, skills, and confidence in independent job-seeking. This session will cover an introduction to the program, results from a study of its effectiveness, and implications for sponsored work experience programs.

Th.1.C: Career Index Plus
Room PSC 237
Greg Aikens


Th.1.D: Ensuring Access to the General Curriculum
PSC 238
Tracy Fitch
As Teachers of the Visually Impaired one of the major parts of our jobs is to ensure that our students have access to the general education curriculum. This can be difficult throughout a student's school career, and can prove more difficult as the students get older and the curriculum gets harder and more complex. When students reach upper elementary, middle and high school, you are dealing with several teachers and subjects and it can get overwhelming to keep track of. I will provide some practical tips for collaborating with general education teachers and ensuring our students have access to the general education classroom and content.

Th.1.E: Optimizing Productivity and Participation of Blind Students in the Classroom
PSC 239
Joel Zimba
The effective use of Braille correlates closely with academic success as well as achieving career goals. This is especially true with STEM subject matter. Critical to these subjects is the ability to read and write advanced mathematical notation. This session will show how Braille equations can be visually rendered for teachers and classmates, as well as graphed both tactilely and visually.
Additionally, this presentation will show how blind students equipped with the proper tools can work with the same documents, use the same apps and complete assignments at the same time as their sighted peers. Increasingly, this includes access to collaborative environments such as Google ClassRoom, DropBox and Google Drive.

Th.1.F: The Basics of O&M
PSC 248
Tyrene Neil, Tara Nelson Bowie
This presentation will provide participants with a basic overview of Orientation and Mobility. It is intended for those who will support students by understanding the importance of safety and O&M techniques, so that they can encourage and monitor students.



9:15-10:15
Concurrent Sessions: Th.2

Th.2.A: Comparing Data Using Bar Charts
Room PSC 212
Diane Brauner, Ed Summers
A bar chart is an analytical tool that is used to compare individual values and categorical data. The Georgia Standards of Excellence for Math introduce it in second grade so students can use it throughout the rest of K12 and beyond. It is important for students with visual impairments or blindness to master this fundamental analytical tool at the same time as their sighted peers.
This session will present a lesson plan that teaches students with visual impairments or blindness how to independently create, explore, and share digital bar charts using free software. The lesson plan covers comparison of individual values, frequencies of categorical data, and measure of categorical data such as sum and mean. You will leave this session with a lesson plan and access to free accessible software that your student can use in K12, college and career.

Th.2.B: 4to24: An App to Help Parents and Youth Focus on Employment
Room PSC 234
Karl Antonelli, Kasey Markoski, Jennifer Cmar
For families of children and youth with visual impairment or dual sensory impairment, information and resources about navigating the path to independence and employment as an adult can be a lifeline. To help fill this need, a new app is being created for parents and youth to help prepare these youth for employment. Tips and resources provided will focus on building skills and independence starting early, and spanning the ages of 4 to 24.



Th.2.C: Paths to Literacy: Sharing a Wealth of Information
Room PSC 237
Tracy Fitch
In this session we will dive into the website Paths to Literacy and see what amazing resources are available there. We will discuss how to find information on a range of subjects and how to share your own brilliant ideas with others.

Th.2.D: Lifelong Learning: Integrating Life Skills into Daily Instruction
Room PSC 238
Nancy Parkin-Bashizi
This presentation will explore how the introduction of daily living skills and career exploration activities into a student's program can better prepare them for employment and post-secondary education. 
Strategies for introducing these skills into a student's daily routine will be explored along with tips for collaborating with local agencies and resources to help stretch limited time and educational resources
Strategies for working with students with multiple possibilities will also be discussed as we share how the VRS transitional programs has helped move students from school through to employment.

Th.2.E: Teaching the Curriculum Through Hands on Art Projects
PSC 239
Kristen Applebee
Hands on projects are beneficial for all students, but even more important for students with visual impairments. This presentation will focus on art projects that can be used to teach core subjects to students, who have little to no vision



Th.2.F: The Fairy Tale of the ECC
PSC 248
Tyrene Neil
A basic overview of the Expanded Core Curriculum and why it is vital for Students with Visual Impairments. This strand is intended for those who provide direct supports to students. Emphasis will be placed on the importance of independent skills and how best to support skill acquisition by students


10:15-10:45
Morning Break and Networking
Conference Center Lobby
Snacks and Beverages are Provided - Remember to Visit the Vendor Exhibits


10:45-11:45
Concurrent Sessions: Th.3

Th.3.A: Improving Reading Skills with the Mangold Braille Program
Room PSC 212
Sandra Lewis
The use of evidence-based practices is mandated by education policy and good teachers strive to find curricula that meet this standard.  One such curriculum is the Mangold Basic Braille Program, which is designed to teach automaticity when recognizing braille letters and contractions. In this session, participants will be reintroduced to the Mangold program and its principles. Information about the original research will be shared, using precision teaching for this purpose reviewed, and the important outcomes related to alphabetic knowledge and fluent reading examined in light of the need to improve the literacy levels of children who are blind.

Th.3.B: Visual Accessible Graphs and Tactile Graphs Made Easy
Room PSC 234
LaurenHerring, Cristina Dumitru
Students with Low vision, students with CVI or students with cognitive or visual processing issues have difficulties with crowded visual information. Some of these students may need just one colored picture on a page, others may need a complicated math or chemistry graph taken out of a complex page and enlarged by itself.
Blind students need simple clear tactile graphs that make sense.
No matter at what academic level these students are at we will need to help them access this information and this can be expensive and/or time consuming. In this presentation will show you how you can use simple Windows features and apps to create accessible graphs.
Participants will be able to create simple books, tests, or social stories for students with CVI, young students or students with cognitive disabilities and autism.
Participants will be able to adapt very fast complex math, chemistry, biology graphs for the low vision academic students.
Participants will be able to create maps and other tactile graphs with the use of simple – free computer programs and a map maker such as a P.I A.F.

Th.3.C: Moving from Person-Centered to Person-Driven Programs (part 1 of 3) (repeat)
Room PSC 237
Jennifer White
Is your job supporting students challenged by:
Communication barriers (Nonverbal /Nonlinguistic)?
Behaviors (SIB and aggression toward others)?
Finding activities that build skill and independence?
Finding leisure activities?
Low work motivation (comes to socialize)?
Challenges finding employers who will hire people with intellectual developmental disabilities?
Challenges motivating higher production rates to meet the demands of competitive employment?
Losing jobs when supervisors change?
Finding higher level jobs and wages?
Join us to learn accommodation strategies successfully addressing these issues! We’ll cover a variety of tools that expand self-determination, direct connection with employers, community members, and residential teams, increase choice making, and teach financial literacy in concrete terms. This training is not based in theory, but in functional low- and high-tech tools and strategies that bring powerful results.

Th.3.D: Creating a “VI Team Strategies” Course Series
Room PSC 238
Ginger Schmidt
Over the course of the 2017-2018 school year, NEGA RESA offered a series of 5 classes for members of educational teams serving students with visual and multiple impairments. This presentation outlines the goals of course series, topics covered, and provides examples of team outcomes resulting from the class. Ideas for next steps to maintain team momentum and further learning will be discussed.

Th.3.E: Braille: When, Why, and How (session will repeat)
Room PSC 239
Tracey Fitch, Rachel Mellendorf
We will discuss the determination process for braille, how and why it should be addressed and resources to help implement braille when appropriate.



Th.3.F: Learning from Each Other - Paraprofessional Panel
Room PSC 248
Tyrene Neil, Tara Nelson Bowie
This session is a question and answer session for paraprofessionals, residential advisors and any other support personnel who work directly with students with visual impairments. The panel will include experienced paraprofessionals who can answer questions regarding techniques and strategies that work best with students.


12:00-12:30
General Session
Rooms. PSC 211, A, B, C (Banquet Hall)

The Seven Deadly Sins of Vision Loss
Ed Summers, software engineer & accessibility specialist - SAS

12:30-1:30
Lunch
Conference Center Lobby
A Hot Buffet Lunch is Provided


1:30-2:30
Concurrent Sessions: Th.4

Th.4.A: Back to Basics: Accessible Tables for Screen Readers
Room PSC 212
Diane Brauner, Ed Summers
Screen readers are an enigma for many sighted people including Teachers of the Visually Impaired. As a result, many students with visual impairments or blindness have major gaps in their knowledge of this fundamental tool. During this session, you will learn some screen reader essentials from an expert screen reader user. The objective of the session is to share foundational concepts and skills that will help you build your knowledge so you can instruct your students. Please bring questions.

Th.4.B: Flexing O&M Muscles (part 1 of 2)
Room PSC 234
Cristina Dumitru, Lauren Herring
The presentation flexes the finer points needed for O&M as well as other areas of the ECC. Honing the O&M ‘muscles’ such as muscle memory, clearing the cone of confusion, problem solving encourage the smoothing over the finer points of O&M to encourage ultimate O&M skills for all age groups, children to adults.

Th.4.C: Moving from Person-Centered to Person-Driven Programs (part 2 of 3) (repeat)
Room PSC 237
Jennifer White
See Part 1 Description (Th.3.C)

Th.4.D: Built in Accessibility Across Platforms*
Room PSC 238
Chris Maniscalco, Greg Aikens
An introduction to the built-in accessibility features found across major platforms. Expect a brief overview of what comes standard on Windows, iOS, Chrome, and Android. Please come with any questions you may have!

Th.4.E: Braille: When, Why, and How (repeat)
Room PSC 239
Tracey Fitch, Rachel Mellendorf
We will discuss the determination process for braille, how and why it should be addressed and resources to help implement braille when appropriate.

Th.4.F: Taking the Mystery Out of Smart Goals
Room PSC 248
Tyrene Neil
This session is intended for TVIs who are responsible for writing SMART goals for IEPs. The participants will learn tips and techniques for simplifying the writing of SMART goals.

2:45-4:00
General Session and Snacks

Panel Discussion - Adjustment to Blindness and Low Vision
Rooms. PSC 211, A, B, C (Banquet Hall)
Shirley Robinson, Moderator
A panel of blind adults will share their life experiences as blind and visually impaired students growing up in the school system; individuals who experience low vision as adults; and working as an individual with blindness or low vision.
Snacks and Beverages are Provided


4:15-5:15

Concurrent Sessions: Th.5

Th.5.A: Back to Basics: Screen Reader Essentials for Teachers of the Visually Impaired
Room PSC 212
Ed Summers
Screen readers are an enigma for many sighted people including Teachers of the Visually Impaired. As a result, many students with visual impairments or blindness have major gaps in their knowledge of this fundamental tool. During this session, you will learn some screen reader essentials from an expert screen reader user. The objective of the session is to share foundational concepts and skills that will help you build your knowledge so you can instruct your students. Please bring questions.

Th.5.B: Flexing O&M Muscles (part 2 of 2)
Room PSC 234
Cristina Dumitru, Lauren Herring
The presentation flexes the finer points needed for O&M as well as other areas of the ECC. Honing the O&M ‘muscles’ such as muscle memory, clearing the cone of confusion, problem solving encourage the smoothing over the finer points of O&M to encourage ultimate O&M skills for all age groups, children to adults.

Th.5.C: Moving from Person-Centered to Person-Driven Programs (part 3 of 3) (repeat)
Room PSC 237
Jennifer White
See Part 1 Description (Th.3.C.)

Th.5.D: Built in Accessibility Across Platforms (repeat)
Room PSC 238
Chris Maniscalco, Greg Aikens
An introduction to the built-in accessibility features found across major platforms. Expect a brief overview of what comes standard on Windows, iOS, Chrome, and Android. Please come with any questions you may have!

Th.5.E: CVI Study Group
Room PSC 239
Martha Veto, Ginger Schmidt
This session will be a chance for those interested in Cortical/Cerebral Visual Impairment to talk about current issues in the field and preview upcoming topics for our monthly online study group.

Th.5.F: Paraprofessionals for VI: What Do I Do?
Room PSC 248
Sara Bussey
“I have been hired as a paraprofessional for a student who is blind or has a visual impairment...What in the world am I supposed to do...Keep him safe? Don’t let home get in trouble?”

This session is design to help you understand exactly what your role as a paraprofessional should look like in order to help your students create independence. This session is also perfect for the TVI who has been given the task to support a student through a paraprofessional. Join us as we go on to the road to discovery!


Dinner on your own

NOTES:

Friday, October 18, 2019


8:00-9:00
General Session
PSC 211 A, B, & C

8:00-8:30
Agency Updates
Zel Murray
This session provides an overview of current state-wide initiatives in special education in general and information specific to instruction for students with visual impairments.

8:30-9:00
State Updates
Zelphine Smith-Dixon
This session provides an update on Georgia’s rules and regulations related to serving students with visual impairments and to special education in general


9:15-10:15
Concurrent Sessions: Fr.1

Fr.1.A: Tech for Toddlers, Preschoolers & Kindergarten Students with VI (part 1 of 3)
Room PSC 212
Diane Brauner
Everywhere you go, people are using technology – including toddlers and preschoolers! Young children with visual impairments and blindness should and can have opportunities to use technology too. This workshop will focus on how to successfully introduce iOS technology and to teach tech skills to toddlers, preschoolers and kindergarten students with VIB. Learn about numerous educational apps and how to use these accessible apps in a sequential manner to meet tech-related IEP goals. You will be introduced to basic VoiceOver gestures used in preschool apps and a brief demonstration of how braille displays can be used with young, emerging braille readers.

Fr.1.B: O&M: What Happens to Our Students After School? 
Room PSC 234
Sarah Bussey
"O&M: What Happens to Our Students After School?" will focus on the responsibility we as COMS hold in preparing our students appropriately for adulthood. We will review the Law and the Scope of practice as it pertains to O&M and discuss how we can improve our services in order to provide a smooth and independent transition to "adulting". I continue to enjoy the breakout learning model so come in expecting the opportunity to not only learn but share your own expertise!.

Fr.1.C: Do You See What I See? (session will repeat)
Room PSC 237
Alicia Jackson, Patricia Edenfield, Mary Beth Drinkard
This presentation will address the unique first year challenges and opportunities GAB Project SEARCH at Navicent has encountered with interns who have visual impairment. In an attempt to give the audience a broad perspective of the program, the presenters will focus on four main areas:
Visual impairment and the relationship to hospital culture; 
Impact of visual impairment in the development of work rotations ;
Visual impairment and transportation encounters; 
Essential accommodations and modifications for visually impaired interns.
The program will begin with an overall description of Georgia Academy for the Blind and our development of Project SEARCH. The interns will share a snapshot of their day, as well as ideas of what has helped them be successful in their work rotations during the year. The Business Liaison will communicate helpful tips in the cultivation of department managers. Throughout the agenda, all community partners will spotlight their contributions. At the conclusion of the program, presenters will allow time for questions and responses.

Fr.1.D: Gettin’ Back to VoiceOver (part 1 of 2)
Room PSC 238
Chris Maniscalco
As part of the Back to Basics strand, I would like to present two sessions focused on using VoiceOver. 
The first session would cover the basics such as gestures used for navigating and activating through apps and settings. We would also pair a Bluetooth keyboard with the iPad and learn how to use the arrow keys as navigation tools.
The second session would focus more on functionality, primarily implementing VoiceOver in the classroom. We would cover popular word processing apps such as Pages and Word, as well as the process of creating, editing, and sharing documents.

Fr.1.E: Pop Culture in the Classroom: Literacy Through Relevance
Room PSC 239
Lauren Eckman
JSnapchat, PAW Patrol, and DJ Khalad, oh my! Do you ever scratch your head and wonder what your students are reading, watching, and listening to when they become absorbed by their phones, tablets, and televisions? Would you like to know how you can use their interests to enhance their literacy? If so, Pop Culture in the Classroom is for you!  In this session, you will learn how to engage your students and increase their literacy by using pop culture in a variety of activities for students of all ages.



Fr.1.F: TVI’s Guide to Teaching the ECC: Overview (part 1 of 3)
Room PSC 248
Carmen Willings
This first part of a three-part presentation will provide an overview of suggestions and instructional strategies for teaching all areas of the ECC. This presentation is based on the philosophy that learning occurs when students have hands-on experiences with real materials and experience repetition in a variety of ways to make connections and build concepts. Strategies presented are designed to meet individual learning and vision needs through age-neutral and multi-sensory activities and thematic units that will meet the needs of the broad range of students served on a TVI’s caseload.


10:15-10:45
Morning Break, and Prize Drawing!
PSC 211, A, B, & C
Healthy Breakfast Foods and Beverages Are Provided


10:45-11:45
Concurrent Sessions: Fr.2

Fr.2.A: Tech for Toddlers, Preschoolers & Kindergarten Students with VI (part 2 of 3)
Room PSC 212
Diane Brauner
See Part 1 for Description (Fr.1.A.)



Fr.2.B: Introduction to the Cranmer Abacus (session will repeat)
Room PSC 234
Chris Davis
This presentation for beginners will address why the abacus is still a relevant tool and provide an introduction to basic calculations (addition and subtraction) using the Cranmer Abacus. The focus of the presentation will be on using the abacus, but participants will also learn instructional strategies and activities for working with students

Fr.2.C: Do You See What I See? (repeat)
Room PSC 237
Alicia Jackson, Patricia Edenfield, Mary Beth Drinkard
This presentation will address the unique first year challenges and opportunities GAB Project SEARCH at Navicent has encountered with interns who have visual impairment. In an attempt to give the audience a broad perspective of the program, the presenters will focus on four main areas:
Visual impairment and the relationship to hospital culture;
Impact of visual impairment in the development of work rotations ;
Visual impairment and transportation encounters;
Essential accommodations and modifications for visually impaired interns.
The program will begin with an overall description of Georgia Academy for the Blind and our development of Project SEARCH. The interns will share a snapshot of their day, as well as ideas of what has helped them be successful in their work rotations during the year. The Business Liaison will communicate helpful tips in the cultivation of department managers. Throughout the agenda, all community partners will spotlight their contributions. At the conclusion of the program, presenters will allow time for questions and responses.

Fr.2.D: Gettin’ Back to VoiceOver (part 2 of 2)
Room PSC 238
Chris Maniscalco
See Part 1 for Description (Fr.1.D.)

Fr.2.E: Administering the Jerry John’s Basic Reading Inventory (session will repeat)
Room PSC 239
Lauren Eckman
In a world of data-driven decisions, assessment is an important aspect of literary instruction. In this session, you will learn how to administer the Jerry John's Basic Reading Inventory (BRI) in print, Braille, and auditory formats to gather reading data. You also will learn to interpret that data, to use it to determine the best medium for your students, and to use it to create a literacy plan for them.

Fr.2.F: TVI’s Guide to Teaching the ECC: Overview (part 2 of 3)
Room PSC 248
Carmen Willings
This second part of a three-part presentation will provide suggestions and strategies for instructing students in the areas of the ECC through age-neutral and multi-sensory activities designed to meet the needs of the broad range of students served by a TVI. This session will provide activities in the areas of concept development, braille instruction, visual efficiency, optical device, social skills and more!


12:00-1:00
Concurrent Sessions: Fr.3

Fr.3.A: Tech for Toddlers, Preschoolers & Kindergarten Students with VI (part 3 of 3)
Room PSC 212
Diane Brauner
See Part 1 for Description (Fr.1.A.)


Fr.3.B: Introduction to the Cranmer Abacus (repeat)
Chris Davis
This presentation for beginners will address why the abacus is still a relevant tool and provide an introduction to basic calculations (addition and subtraction) using the Cranmer Abacus. The focus of the presentation will be on using the abacus, but participants will also learn instructional strategies and activities for working with students

Fr.3.C: Books Within Reach: An Overview of GLASS’s Services
Room PSC 237
Asha Hagood
This session will outline GLASS and our mission, who is eligible/how they qualify, our holdings and what we provide, how to access the materials.
•Talking books and talking book players
•Bookshare (an accessible online library)
•NFB Newsline (makes over 400 publications accessible)
•Large print books
•Audio Described DVDs
I’ll also address what our users love about the service; a discussion of testimonials from patrons I’ve engaged and facilitate a Q & A.

Fr.3.D: Providing Accessible Materials for Curriculum and Testing
Room PSC 238
Carson Cochran
The Georgia Instructional Materials Center (GIMC) has provided students with accessible materials for over 20 years. Recent changes in curriculum material selection and the information age in which we live makes access to information easier. However, having access to information does not guarantee that all information is accessible. In this session, attendees will learn about the complexity of providing accessible materials supplied by classroom teachers from various sources. These curriculum materials are known as open educational resources (OERs). Participants will have the opportunity to discuss ways in which they are providing accessible materials on-the-go and learn how the GIMC is working to assist them.  Additional topics related to registering students with GIMC and APH, requesting new braille and enlarged-print transcriptions, and acquiring other accessible text and materials will also be discussed.

Fr.3.E: Administering the Jerry John’s Basic Reading Inventory (repeat)
Room PSC 239
Lauren Eckman
In a world of data-driven decisions, assessment is an important aspect of literary instruction. In this session, you will learn how to administer the Jerry John's Basic Reading Inventory (BRI) in print, Braille, and auditory formats to gather reading data. You also will learn to interpret that data, to use it to determine the best medium for your students, and to use it to create a literacy plan for them.

Fr.3.F: TVI’s Guide to Teaching the ECC: Overview (part 3 of 3)
Room PSC 248
Carmen Willings
This three-part presentation will provide suggestions and strategies for instructing students in the areas of the ECC through age-neutral and multi-sensory activities and thematic units to meet the needs of the broad range of students served on an itinerant caseload. This session will provide strategies for incorporating ECC skills and concepts through a year’s worth of age-neutral thematic units that will keep instruction fresh and provide opportunities to incorporate skills through events and activities that are naturally occurring in the lives of the student.

1:00 
Thank you for attending GVEST 2019
Have a safe trip home
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Our Special Guest and Featured Presenters - 2019

Sandra Lewis
2019 - Keynote Speaker and Special Guest Presenter
Coordinator of the Visual Disabilities Program - Florida State University
Sandra Lewis, a Professor in the School of Teacher Education at Florida State University, currently is the Program Leader for the Visual Disabilities major. Dr. Lewis previously worked as an educator of individuals with visual impairments of all ages in a variety of educational, home, and community settings. Immediately before starting at FSU, she worked as a member of a team that conducted comprehensive assessments of students with visual impairments attending public schools in California, including students whose severe disabilities included visual impairment. Dr. Lewis is known for her publications and presentations that support quality services to meet the needs of adults and children with visual impairments and recently published a book on strategies for teaching the expanded core curriculum. She serves on numerous national, state, and local committees and was honored as the Mary K. Bauman award recipient—one of AER’s highest honors—in 2010. She is the director of a long-term state grant to support quality innovative services to students with low vision and has been awarded six OSEP-funded personnel preparation grants and several personnel preparation grants funded by the Rehabilitation Services Administration.  She serves as the Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness.

Diane Brauner
2019 - Featured Presenter
Educational Accessibility Consultant - Perkins School for the Blind
Diane Brauner is an educational accessibility consultant working with Perkins School for the Blind to create and manage the Paths to Technology website. Diane continues to collaborate with SAS on a variety of accessibility projects including iPad accessibility trainings. Diane has 25 years experience as a COMS, working primarily with preschool and school-age students. She holds degrees in Rehabilitation, Elementary Education, Visual Impairments, Hearing Impairments, and Orientation and Mobility.

She has been an orientation and mobility specialist for the Greater Northwest Harris County Co-op in Texas, the Governor Morehead Preschool in North Carolina, Orientation and Mobility Services in North Carolina, and is currently self-employed as a private contract orientation and mobility specialist.

Jennifer White
2019 - Featured Presenter
Chief Executive Office - Able Opportunities, Inc
Jennifer L. White has worked in the field of rehabilitation since her first paid job with the ARC of Bucks County, PA. After a career as a special education teacher, she opened Able Opportunities, Inc., a national consulting and local vocational rehabilitation company. She works with a broad range of people, specializing in vocational, education, and communication goals and programs for children and adults. She has worked as a researcher at the University of Washington to develop accommodation strategies and tools to increase integration for those with more severe disabilities, in Alaska designing vocational, residential and educational programs serving First Nation People and communities, and has developed and trained nationwide on non-linguistic communication strategies that promote self determination and autonomy. In 2006 she created the Work Independence Network (WIN) Program, a replicable business model for hiring and retaining employees with developmental disabilities in collaboration with Harrison Medical Center and Kitsap County DD.  Jennifer is known for innovative, business-minded strategies and for working in minority populations where issues of privilege and cultural respect are vital to long-term success. In 2014 she launched the Work Autonomy App, a person-centered accommodation tool.  As a technical assistance consultant and a Subject Matter Expert for the national Employment Firstproject, she works with state teams, schools, employers, families, counties, providers and agencies on Employer Engagement, Customized Employment, Innovative Technology Tools and Collaborative Design that lead to increased paid employment opportunities.  Jennifer brings contagious enthusiasm, functional tools and exceptional services molded by decades of experience and a genuine belief in the value of diversity.


Ed Summers
2019 - Special Guest Presenter
Software Engineer & Accessibility Specialist - SAS
Ed Summers is a blind software engineer and an accessibility specialist. He has a B.S. in Computer Science and 20 years of professional experience as a software developer and a development manager. Ed's personal mission is to enable people with disabilities to realize their full potential in the classroom and the 21st century knowledge economy. Ed leads the accessibility team at SAS, the market leader in business analytics software and services that is used at more than 70,000 sites around the world. He is the Chairman of the North Carolina Commission for the Blind. He is also a member of the North Carolina State Board of Education Advisory Council for the Governor Morehead School for the Blind.
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ABILITY 2 ACCESS

Ability2Access proudly
offers low vision and
blindness products including:

+» Video Magnifiers
« Embossers

% Software

For more information, please contact
Sterling Walker
804-572-7500
sterling@ability2access.com

“Enabling Access Through Low Vision
and Blindness Technology”

www.ability2access.com
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VISIT THE ESCHENBACH BOOTH

And See Our New Touch Screen Video Magnifier!

Introducing the
NEW 12” Visolux
Digital XL FHD

- 12” Touch Screen Display
- 2x-22x Magnification

- Menu Speech Output

- Dynamic Line Scrolling

- HDMI Input & Output

Stop by and get a FREE GIFT!
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Reveal 16

More than a simple digital magnifier, Reveal 16i is
intuitive, smart and unique. View documents and distant
objects, browse the internet or even video chat thanks to
this new, all-in-one solution.

Easy to fold, carry and store, the Reveal 16i is the ideal
tool that adapts to your needs.

REVEAL THE WORLD.

1800 722-3393 Human

www.humanware.com see things. differently.
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