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Faith “Viera” Opens New Ministry Center
by Rev. Kevin Duff

Greetings from Faith “Viera” Lutheran Church [Rockledge,FL]
God gave our church the
One part of the building is
blessing of dedicating a new
designated for a larger youth
building on our campus the
room for kids and younger
weekend of September 22families to utilize. We have a
rd
23 . That weekend we hosted
classroom designated for bible
all our church services in
studies. The main room has
“Building E” as we call it, to
wall partitions, so if we have
give everyone a feel for the
one of our local symphony
inside and take a tour after
orchestras hold rehearsal on
worship! Good fellowship and
our campus, for example, two
excitement about new
different groups can practice
ministries in the future was had
simultaneously. More
by all. This 8,000 square foot multi-purpose
community outreach can include voting,
structure will be used for more ministry
homeowners association meetings, etc.
opportunities on our campus.
Another exciting new ministry we look to introduce this fall is “Faith Place”, an adult care ministry
designated for those who look to
enjoy a few hours of social time
while their care giver can have a
much-needed break. The church
will also begin a program of trained
volunteers to go to people’s homes
for the same purpose. Our new
director is thrilled to get started with
activities for seniors like board
games, special guest musicians,
simple exercises, and movies! We
hope to serve church and
community in this capacity, a muchneeded ministry in our area.
In contemplation of all that God has in store for our church with regard to this new facility, we commit
ourselves to remaining humble servants to the Lord, remembering that it is Him who gives us the firm
foundation of faith. On this rock of faith in Christ Jesus, he will build and expand his church.

Celebrate Thanks-giving Every Day
by Rev. Thomas Soltis, SELC Stewardship Director

Whenever you feel down-and-out and left behind, take
a piece of paper, draw a line down the middle and list
the pluses and minuses in your life. Most likely you’ll be
surprised to see the positives outnumber the negatives.
Johnson Oatman wrote a poem titled “Count Your
Blessings”. The first verse reads:
When upon life’s billows
You are tempest-tossed,
When you are discouraged
Thinking all is lost,
Count your many blessings,
Name them one by one,
And it will surprise you
What the Lord has done.

Recently, while entering a restaurant, the door
magically opened before me. It was not automatic. It
required the little muscles of a bright eyed boy.
I thanked him profusely, showering him with
compliments. He repaid me with a broad grin from ear
to ear. His mother was inside watching. I complemented
her as well: “You’re doing a great job bringing up your
son.” She smiled and said, “Thank you. I’m doing my
best.” Thank you ... how many times a day do you hear
that? How many times do you say it? It does bring
smiles to faces. How many times a day do you say,
“Thank you, Jesus,” and put a smile on His face? He
does love to be thanked. Remember the ten cleansed
lepers? (Luke 17:11-19) When only one came back to
thank Him, Jesus said, “Were not all ten cleansed?
Where are the other nine?”
Thanking with More than Words
“Words are cheap! Put your money where your mouth
is.” You’ve probably heard that one before.
Recently, I read some articles about the stewardship of
generosity. One suggestion was to be a generous
tipper. Servers are generally not well paid and they
depend on tips for their livelihood.
A generous tip says a lot beyond words. Do you love
the way your spouse lovingly does things for you? Go
beyond a thank you. Every now and then back up your
thanks with a surprise gift.

Accentuate the Positive!
Negate the Negative!
Roadblocks to Joyful Thanks-Giving
! Envy - Playing the comparison game will quickly
replace the smile on your face with an ungrateful scowl.
“Compared to me, my fellow worker is overpaid and
underworked!" ... “My sister is the family favorite though
she’s an absolute jerk!” ...
“My sister-in-law beat me in the election for president of
the Church Ladies Aid even though she’s an
uneducated nitwit!” Proverbs 14:30 says, “Envy rots the
bones”.
! Negative People - Some people are toxic with
negativism. In conversation they enumerate their
grievances non-stop. They’re never thankful.
If you’re not careful, they’ll choke the thankful daylights
out of you and drag you down to their dark pit of misery.
How true the adage: “If you want to fly with the eagles,
then don’t scratch the ground with the chickens.”
! Greedy Discontent - How can anyone be thankfully
happy when they’re never satisfied?
! Bad News can dispel the joy of a thankful heart.
Psalm 112:6-7 says, “a righteous man ... will have no
fear of bad news; his heart is steadfast, trusting in the
Lord.” “Rejoice in the Lord always.” (Phil.4:4)
RELATED RESOURCES
www.selc.lcms.org - Personal Stewardship
Life Issues - “Happiness”
Personal Finances - “Generous Givers”

Get Rid of the “Grumpies”
by Being Grateful Every Day
People who focus on being grateful only once a year on
Thanksgiving Day are to be pitied. They’re missing out
on the joys of daily grateful thanks-giving for blessings
from God and the people around them. Remembering
the positives in your life will help blast away the
negatives.
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Individual or Corporate Thanksgiving? BOTH!
by Pastor K. M. Ballas, EM

“He who brings thanksgiving as his sacrifice honors Me; to him who orders his way
aright I will show the salvation of God!” (Psalm 50:23; cf. vv 14f.)

Over the years, “retired” brother in Christ, Pastor
Thomas Soltis, has tirelessly devoted himself to
producing a veritable “library”of informative
articles for people of our SELC District (and
others) regarding biblical principles of individual
and corporate Christian stewardship. Each of us
has a reasonably accurate idea of what it means
to be an individual. Less precise perhaps is our
understanding of our corporate identity or being
part of a cohesive team or family of believers
including Christ's forever family, the Church. Both
entities, when properly applied in our daily lives
as baptized believing members of the body of
Christ, are inseparable. One cannot truly practice
Christian corporate stewardship apart from an
individual Gospel-motivated personal mindset as
to how best go about managing our God-given
gifts of time, talents and, yes, material blessings
we mistakenly tend to call our own.
Much as willful sinning is a choice (the Creator
did not make us robots!), so, too, are we largely
free to determine our own world view in
determining the manner or frequency of thanking
God for our countless daily blessings (hopefully,
not in the obviously self-centered style of the man
who is said to have only prayed, “God bless me,
my wife, our son, John, his wife, us four, no
more!”)
Ultimately, God-pleasing, people-helping
Christian thanksgiving happens in direct
proportion to recognition of the world's Best Gift,
our Heavenly Father's sending to planet earth His
incarnate SON, our sinless crucified and exalted
Brother-Savior Jesus Christ (John 3:16; Rom. 8:32; 2

Only temporarily stunned by this parliamentary
turn of events, rather than even remotely
considering “lowering the bar” by reversing an
widely-varied record mission project budget, a
retired LWML national president calmly
suggested that the tie-vote be seen as a test of
faith in trusting the Lord to provide with the result
that these sisters in Christ *(whose “multiplied
mites” are over and above what they contribute in
their home churches!) spontaneously and
unhesitatingly moved to adopt BOTH projects
thereby increasing their original budgeted goal by
as much as $100,000! Another lesson to be
learned from our amazing LWML sisters: when
holding their daily often lay-led Bible studies,
none of them leaves the room or hears anyone
telling them, “You're the kind of person who
would stay for something like that!” (see Col. 3:16).
Psalm 50 teaches us that honoring our sovereign
God in this manner is intimately related to His
already having saved us! Prayerfully think about
that also each time you or your congregation
receives an unexpected financial gift (it happens
more often than we realize!) in which case the
devil is ever quick to suggest there is “NO
HURRY” for God's redeemed people to take
action instead of returning immediately to the
LORD as least a portion of what was rightfully His
in the first place!
Because it is never too late to thank God for
those used by the Holy Spirit in having led us to
Christ, may this and every day (or month) be a
day of thanksgiving that finds us prayerfully
asking, “What is JESUS thankful for? -- if not that
we take Him at His word in providing for us
especially as we seek to do His will?
Gracious Lord, keep us from ever being
“naysayers” who may unwittingly become Satan's
“roadblocks” by refusing to allow fellow members
of Your body who have already experienced the
Spirit's gift of joy from spontaneously loving God
(and other blood-bought people) because HE first
loved us by tangibly and generously offering their
thanks to You in word and deed for the sake of
Jesus the Christ of God! (1 John 4:19)

Cor. 9:15; Col. 1:17).

No finer model example of faith-filled
thanksgiving can be found than what occurred
during a business session at the 2017 LWML
national convention in Albuquerque, NM. While
the delegates were voting between the last of two
proposed mission grants for an already $2.+
million budget for the current triennium of
2017-2019, the electronic balloting resulted in a
relatively rare tie-vote.
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Dr. Doug’s Disaster Corner
Doug and Nona Schipull, SELC-DDRCs

A few months back there was a natural gas explosion that destroyed several houses in Milwaukee, WI.
About a month ago, the stove in our church kitchen developed a small leak that singed the eyebrows of
the church trustees trying to locate the leak.
The following steps come from a brochure supplied by our local gas company, Nicor Gas. So, if you smell
gas, here are some suggested steps to follow.
1. Look for blowing dirt, discolored vegetation, or continued bubbling in standing water.
2. Listen for a hissing or roaring noise near a natural gas appliance or line.
3.. Smell for the distinctive, rotten egg odor associated with natural gas. Natural gas is colorless and
odorless, so a chemical odorant called mercaptan is added for easy detection. This odorant has a
distinctive “rotten egg” type odor. You should act any time you detect even a small amount of this odor
in the air.
4. Leave the area immediately and move a safe distance away from the potential leak, while avoiding
any action that may cause sparks. Do not try to identify the source or to stop the leak yourself.
5. Avoid using any sources of ignition which possibly could cause a fire or explosion. Natural gas is nontoxic, lighter than air and displaces oxygen. In severe cases, if not used properly, natural gas can also
lead to asphyxiation.
6. Call 911 and/or your local gas company once you are out of the area of the suspected leak and in a
safe place. Stay away until the gas company and/or emergency personnel indicate it is safe to return.
Natural gas is a very good, God-given natural resource. It needs to be respected as a
potential destructive force.
Oh, yes, our church stove is fixed and the trustees’ eyebrows are growing back.

SELC Student Aid 2018-19
by James Hurst

The SELC district is privileged to award a total of nearly $30,000.00 to the following SELC full-time church work
students for the 2018-19 academic year. Please remember them and all other students. in your prayers. If you would
like to donate to SELC student aid, please contact Rev. John Telloni at St. John, Massillon, OH: 330-837-4645.
Concordia Chicago
Emilie Stoller- Deaconess Zion, Norridge IL

Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne
Jon Carpenter- MDIV St. John, Massillon OH
Daniel Lyman- MDIV Zion, Clark NJ
Richard Owen- MDIV St. Athanasius, Vienna VA
Robert Ricard- MDIV Hope, Melborne FL

Concordia Nebraska
Jeannelle Condame- Teacher St. Luke’s, Oviedo FL
Alaina Ruszkowski- DCE St. Luke’s, Oviedo FL

Concordia Seminary St Louis
John Elliot- SMP St. Luke’s, Oviedo FL
Matthew Fitzpatrick- SMP Holy Cross, Lake Mary FL
Nicholas Gonzales- MDIV Redeemer, Manchester NJ
William Hale- MDIV St. John, Granite City, IL
Aaron Hickey- MDIV St. Luke’s, Oviedo FL
Ernest Mercer- SMP Peace, Galloway NJ
Rako Zech- MDIV Concordia, Macungie PA

Concordia Wisconsin
Rachel Larson- Teacher St. Lucas, St. Louis MO
Concordia St. Paul
Rachel McCloskey- Teacher St. Mark’s,
Steubenville, OH
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BITS & PIECES
40-month term note at 4.00%
The Lutheran Church Extension Fund is offering for a limited time a 40-month term note at 4.00% interest. Your
investments with LCEF help make ministry happen throughout the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. The benefits
and features of this offering are:
· 4% fixed rate
· $500 minimum to open an account
· 40-month term note
· $40,000 maximum per note
· Limit one per tax ID
· New money only
· Open to congregation and all members of the congregation
· Once $100 million has been invested the offering will end

Call 800-843-5233 to learn more or visit www.lcef.org/40month /40month
Saying Goodbye is Hard to Do
After 3 important years, Hope Alfieri says goodbye to
her position as Administrative Assistant to our SELC
President. She has returned to the accounting field
(where she worked before). She will be missed but
we all wish her well!
Saying Hello is Easier
Welcome to our new Administrative Assistant to Rev.
Wally Viovskis is Patti Gates-Smith. Her direct line is
610-392-4927 and her email address is
pgsmith@ptd.net.
In case you haven’t made note, here is the new
address and info for the SELC District office:
2623 Brookside Rd., Macungie, PA 18062
Phone: 610-965-3265 * Fax: 610-966-7606
District email: SELC.LCMS@gmail.com

Congratulations to Pastor Curtis
Stephens and his wife, Naomi on the
birth of their daughter, Isobel Jennifer
Stephens, on Sept. 18th.
She was born a few weeks early, unexpectedly and by
means of an emergency c-section. Both mom and
baby are doing very well and Isobel was baptized into
Christ’s kingdom on Sept. 23rd.
FREE!
FREE!
Free!
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Austintown OH has 48
Lutheran Worship Hymnals (old blue) in good
condition. They are FREE to any interested
congregation or mission church. Please contact the
church office at 330-799-7823 to pick up or make
shipping arrangements.

The Lutheran Beacon
Send your articles and photos to:
gailpete37@yahoo.com

Quotable Quotes

Photos must be submitted as separate attachments [NOT as
part of your article–.JPEG format preferred.] You may send
multiple photos in one email.Gail Peterson, Ed.

... by Rev. Thoms Soltis

* Serenity lies not in the things one has
but in the things one can do without.
* Loyalty in adversity is a true test of love.
* God can implode impossibilities into possibilities.

DEADLINE FOR DECEMBER ISSUE
IS NOVEMBER 12TH

A very Blessed Thanksgiving to You and Yours!
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The Christian Witness Behind Pregnancy Resource Centers
by Jayda Wyse s Juicy Ecumenism, The Institute on Religion & Democracy’s Blog s June 7, 2018
(Permission to reprint by Jeff Walton, Communications Manager, Institute on Religion & Democracy)

Christian pro-life activists often hear accusations from
our left-leaning neighbors that claim we fail to care for
expectant mothers in crisis. We don’t care about women
or are unconcerned with the baby after birth, or so they
say. It is an easy criticism usually meant to advance
support for abortion or increased government programs.
It is also simply untrue.
Actions speak louder than words. Pro-life Christians
profess that life begins at conception and every life is
sacred, so the question becomes: “How does the
Church actively support this message we send out into
the community?” If one hopes to save the lives of the
unborn, it follows a feasible alternative must be
presented. The answer provided by the Christian
community is Pregnancy Resource Centers (PRC).
Many PRCs are affiliated with Care Net while others are
independent local non-profit ministries. And while each
center differs in the resources they can offer, most staff
are driven by their Christian compassion and social
witness for the dignity of unborn life and their mothers.
Few of us are likely familiar with the history of PRCs. I,
too, was unaware of the details surrounding these
ministries’ founding. An inquiring mind, I discovered the
first PRC, called Birthright, was founded in Canada in
1968 by a Christian woman named Louise Summerhill.
Initially, assistance consisted of hotlines, pregnancy
tests, and counseling.
By 1980, Care Net established its first PRC in
Baltimore, Maryland. Throughout the 1980’s, maternity
support, classes, support groups and Bible studies were
made available to the public at many PRC locations.
The 1990’s saw even further advances as the Church
offered more financial support which helped some local
PRCs provide STD testing, ultrasounds, legal counsel
and prenatal care.
The impact PRCs have had on expectant mothers and
their communities is irrefutable. A study found that more
than 5 million hours were donated by volunteers and the
programs saved the community over 100 million dollars
in the year 2010. More than 40,000 men and women
volunteer their time, in the hopes of saving even one

life. By the mid-2000’s, there were 2300 centers open,
620 provided medical support, 320 maternity homes
and 350 maternity support centers. These PRC’s are all
501(k) nonprofits and are supported mainly by private
donations. Staff members and donors are active in their
commitment to the Christian tenet of the sanctity of life.
PRCs affiliated with Care Net share the Christ-centered
mission of advancing “a culture where women and men
faced with pregnancy decisions are transformed by the
gospel of Jesus Christ and empowered to choose life
for their unborn children and abundant life for their
families.” What a compassionate ministry that speaks to
the values the Church holds dear. PFCs exemplify the
love of Jesus Christ by also providing post-abortion
care and counseling, and most importantly,
compassion, to women in need of assistance.
Volunteers genuinely strive to love their neighbors as
themselves, supporting Christians and non-Christians
alike.
Terry Weaver, the former director of Birthright, offered
a clear and shining example of the humble heart of
PRC volunteers. She established the first U.S. Birthright
center in Atlanta and was promoted to national director
in 1991, finally retiring in 2014. Weaver worked
tirelessly for 45 years, never receiving or asking for a
salary or stipend. Weaver did this because she believed
wholeheartedly in the idea that the life of a child was
invaluable. During an interview, Weaver notably said,
“Instead of saying, ‘don’t have an abortion’, why not
say, ‘I’d like to help you have this baby. . .’” Weaver
spent her years serving others with the mentality that
compassion and servanthood would help save the lives
of unborn children across the country.
PFC’s are an extension of the Body of Christ offering a
helping hand to soon-to-be parents and actively speaks
to the character and values of the Church. May we then
participate in the work it takes to sustain the livelihood
of every child and their mother.
To find and prayerfully and financially support a
Pregnancy Resource Center in your area, please visit
https://www.care-net.org/find-a-pregnancy-center.
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St. luke’s concert series 2018-19
Continuing the celebration of our 25th Anniversary Season!!

FREE ADMISSION TO BOTH EVENTS!!

Piano Concerto No. 5 in E♭ major, Op. 73
performed by internationally-acclaimed
virtuosa, LORI SIMS

Program also features: •ENESCU, Romanian Rhapsody No. 1
•TCHAIKOVSKY, Marche Slave •PROKOFIEV, Lieutenant Kijé Suite

UCF Images: Courtesy of Oviedo Photo Club
FREE ADMISSION to St. Luke’s Concert Series 2018-19 is made possible by the generous donations
of individuals and corporate sponsors, as well as support provided by Seminole Cultural Arts Council, Inc.

ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH ~ 2021 SR 426 ~ OVIEDO, FL 32765
Visit: sllcs.org/concert-series to be added to our Ebase and receive program updates during the 2018-19 season.

St. luke’s concert series 2018-19
Continuing the celebration of our 25th Anniversary Season!!

Bringing the spirit of the season to the families of Central Florida!
The beloved BRASS BAND of CENTRAL FL
once again presents a delightful program
of Christmas and Holiday favorites!

Planning to attend the Saturday MATINEE??
Arrive early! Visit dozens of craft and gift booths
at the HOLIDAY GIFT FAIR: open from 9am-2pm.

Gareth Pritchard
Director

Enjoy a bite of lunch prepared by St. Luke’s Women’s
Group and stay for the 2pm concert!

BBCF Images: Courtesy of Oviedo Photo Club

FREE ADMISSION to St. Luke’s Concert Series 2018-19 is made possible by the generous donations
of individuals and corporate sponsors, as well as support provided by Seminole Cultural Arts Council, Inc.

ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH ~ 2021 SR 426 ~ OVIEDO, FL 32765
Visit: sllcs.org/concert-series to be added to our Ebase and receive program updates during the 2018-19 season.

