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‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these
who are members of my family, you did it to me.’
Matthew 25:40

OUR MISSION IS...
...to grow our faith in Christ and share it with others,
to connect people to God and to each other through love, and
to create hope by providing opportunities for people to serve.

PHONE:
559-896-2691
EMAIL:
fccselma@sbcglobal.net
WEBSITE:
www.selmadisciples.com

All are welcome,
Please come join us!
Miriam Group
Tuesday, January 8th
9:30 AM
Vonnie Murray (12475 S. Fowler, Selma)

Esther Group
Saturday, January 19th
9:30 AM
April Langstraat (2307 Azalea, Selma)
If you would like to know more call
Jennifer Earle – 896-2358 or April Langstraat – 896-1026

Spring Renewal
Starts:
Ends:
Location:

Saturday, March 9th, 2019
Saturday, March 9th, 2019
TBA

Wild Women of the West Inter-regional 2020
Please note for your calendars and the Region that
we will have ANOTHER Wild Women of the West Inter-regional in 2020! The dates are June 12-14,
2020, in Las Vegas. First Christian Church of Las
Vegas will host us. The theme is "Seeking Grace in
the Desert" and one keynote speaker has been confirmed: Rev.
Lori Tapia. We are securing leadership for this event now. Who
among our women would make dynamic leaders for the leadership team? Please pray on this and we'll touch base about it in
the near future! The planning team is actually fun, and you get to
know tons of people from all over the West. The current planning
team for the 2018 event decided that waiting 4 years was just too
long, so we want to capitalize on these dates now. We anticipate
that costs will be about the same (between $150 - $200 for registration) and housing/hotels should be significantly cheaper than
in Scottsdale. At a recent meeting in Vegas, one of the planning
team members stayed at a no frills hotel near this church for $23
a night.

165th Annual Gathering of CCNC-N
Starts:
Ends:
Location:

Friday, April 26th, 2019
Saturday, April 27th, 2019
TBD

REV. MINION
And the 2018 Word of the Year is . . . .
It’s Awards Season, and even dictionary editors
chose a winner every year. For 2018 The Oxford
Dictionary chose “Toxic”, dictionary.com chose
“Misinformation”, and the Merriam Webster dictionary
named “Justice” as its Word of the Year. This choice was
based on the greatly increased number of requests for
definition of the word itself as well as phrases such as
social justice, racial justice, and obstruction of justice.
The same sort of word trend even appears in our Bibles. The word Justice
appears only 28 times in the King James Version (published 1611) and 220 times
in the Common English Bible (published 2011). (For a more thorough
discussion on why that might be the case we would need to talk about how the
English language has changed over the last 400 years.) The idea of justice,
however, shows up much more frequently than the word itself does.
The Law says, “7 Now if there are some poor persons among you . . .don’t
be hard-hearted or tightfisted toward your poor fellow Israelites. 8 To the
contrary! Open your hand wide to them. “ (Deuteronomy 15:7-8) In a parable,
Jesus said, ‘I assure you that when you have done it for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you have done it for me.’ (Matthew 25:40
CEB). When he was teaching the disciples about loving one another, he said,
“If you do good to those who do good to you, why should you be
commended? Even sinners do that.” (Luke 6:33) All of these are instructions
on how to behave justly, treating all persons the same, whether rich or poor,
lovable or unlovable. He sent them out to preach and heal, to cast out demons
and be comforters. Justice, in the Bible, is the result of loving all of God’s
children equally, about treating others as you want to be treated.
The scripture we will focus on this year is from Matthew 25:40, “when you
have done it for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you have
done it for me.” In all of our interactions with others in this coming year, let us
seek to act with love and justice.
May your New Year be filled with blessings.
Pastor Maria

Happy New Year and welcome to 2019. I can hardly believe that January is here
already, but I checked my new calendar and confirmed that it is indeed the case.
This is the time of year when we make resolutions that we hope will make our
lives better or different in one way or another. The gyms are overflowing with
people and everyone seems to be starting, and struggling with, one diet or another. We often bite off more than we can chew and watch as our New Year’s
Resolutions go down in flames days or weeks after we make them. Maybe that’s
because we’re making resolutions that are too restrictive, too big for us, or
maybe we’re making too many resolutions at once.
I encourage you to take some time to reflect of the past year and the victories or
challenges that you’ve experienced. What was God trying to communicate to you
through those experiences? Maybe you’ve got too much on your plate and you
need to schedule some down time into your weekly routine. Maybe the doctor
told you that you can improve your health if you exercise regularly or eat better.
Acknowledge your challenge and meet it head on. Create a plan to get from
where you are to where you want to be, using small and manageable changes to
start the process. That would be a great New Year’s Resolution.
The Youth and Young Adults seem to be the champions of managing challenges
and changes. Most of them will return to work or school in the coming weeks.
Some will begin working or attending school this month. I would encourage you
to pray for them as they continue to experience new things in their lives. They
truly enjoy being part of a congregation that values and supports them.
Maybe one of your New Year’s Resolutions could be praying for our Youth and
Young Adults? I know that’s on my list this year. Thank you for all you do to support this program. It truly makes a difference for these young people.
Leah Torosian

PRAYER REQUESTS AND GRATITUDE
Dear Church Family,
We were overwhelmed by all of the love and support shown after Elmo passed away. The
many cards, the wonderful lunch and table decorations, Elmo would have loved it!
Thank you so very much,
Bonnie, Kathleen and family
To our Special Angels,
Thank you for the special gifts given to us for Christmas. They were most unexpected but
greatly appreciated.
His humble servants, FFC Staff
We lift up these churches in prayer
*Geyserville, Geyserville Christian Church; Hilary F. Marckx, Pastor.
*Hanford, First Christian Church; Tom Warren, Pastor.
Let us pray for their vitality, spiritual and numerical growth, their commitment to serving their neighborhood and their openness to the Spirit of
God calling them into ministry in the 21st century. Please consider incorporating this congregation into your congregational prayers this week
during worship or in your newsletter, so we can grow together in prayer.

Katie Schales
1299 E. Green Street #320
Pasadena, CA 91106

PRAYER CHAIN
Jennifer Earle is leading the prayer chain. You may send
prayer requests to her at 559-896-2358 or
jen4earle@sbcglobal.net.
If she is out of town, please send your requests to
April Langstraat (559-896-1026 or
alanandapril1972@sbcglobal.net).

Thank you to all faithful supporters of the Food Pantry. Distribution days
are held on the first and third Thursdays at the SMART Center! During
the month of December there were 44 bags of food given out to 210

Cache of Cash
Hey! Where’s my money?
Through your generous gifts and fundraisers in December these funds have accrued in the following accounts:

New Building Fund
$ 3,541.68
Youth Fund Donations
570.00
Choir Fund
1,372.00
Organ Fund
483.00
Food Pantry
4,740.00
Christmas Offering
182.00
Tahoe Joe Fundraiser
1,918.75

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
03: Christian Cabral
11: Kellie Ritchie
19: Stan Riggs
21: Alan Langstraat
21: Don Yingst
25: Anthony & Aileen Imperatrice ‘92
26: Rene Wells

Have we missed your special day? Is something incorrect?
Contact the church office and let us know!
Please call 896-2691 or email fccselma@sbcglobal.net

FCC Weekly Schedule
Sunday:
9:15 AM ............................................. Sunday School
10:30AM ................................... WORSHIP SERVICE
6:00 PM ................................Young Adults Meeting
6:00 PM ...................................................... Iglesia PC
Monday:
7:00 PM .................................. Narcotics Anonymous
Tuesday:

(No activities)

Wednesday:
7:30 AM ........................Yoga In the Fellowship Hall
7:00 PM ........................................................ Iglesia PC
7:17 PM .............................................. Choir Rehearsal
Thursday:
6:30 PM ........................................ Trinity Life Church
7:00PM ..................................... Youth Group Meeting
Friday:
(Office Closed)
7:30 PM .................................Alcoholics Anonymous
Saturday:

(No activities)

Schedule for
JANUARY 2019
TUESDAY, 1/1
New Year’s Day
Church Office Closed

THURSDAY, 1/17
7:45 AM
Food Pantry at the S.M.A.R.T. Center

THURSDAY, 1/3
SATURDAY, 1/19
7:45 AM
9:30 AM
Food Pantry at the S.M.A.R.T. Center Esther Group hosted by April
Langstraat at (2307 Azalea, Selma)
SATURDAY, 1/5
10 AM—2 PM
MONDAY, 1/21
CCNC-N Holding a Justice
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Commission Meeting at FCC
Church Office Closed
SUNDAY, 1/6
8:00 AM
Elder’s Meeting
TUESDAY, 1/8
9:30 AM
Miriam Group hosted by Vonnie
Murray at (12475 S. Fowler, Selma)
SATURDAY, 1/12
7:00 PM
Concert at FCC Katie Knudson, soprano
SUNDAY, 1/13
12:00 PM
Board Meeting

SUNDAY, 1/27
12:00 PM
Congregational Meeting
2:00 PM
Concert at FCC, Edward Oliver, Tenor

SERVING IN

January

GREETER(S)
06: Andrew Guzman
13: Jessica Williams
20: Marsha Staley
27: Becky Moreno

PRESIDER(S)
Jordan Williams
Pat Adams
Jesus Martinez
Michael Gutierrez

ELDERS
06:
13:
20:
27:

OFFERING
John Terry
Dave Highbaugh
Debbie Brown
Kathleen Schales

COMMUNION
Kathleen Schales
Alan Langstraat
John Terry
Hugh Adams

LOCK-UP: John Terry
(Prep)
06:
13:
20:
27:

Jessica Williams
Jane Ono
Anna Armstrong
Tina Ritchie

DEACONS
Karen Blanchard
Haley Stump
Jeff Terry
Dawn Linhoff

Christian Cabral
Pat Adams
Marsha Staley
Nick Luna

Clarissa Zarate
Jorge Flores
Laura Thornburg
Liz Thornburg

Please call a sub if you are unable to do Communion preparation!

SCRIPTURES & TITLES
06:
13:
20:
27:

FOR

JANUARY

BOOK & VERSE
SERMON
Matthew 2:1-12 (NRSV) Who were those wise guys?
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
I am baptized!
John 2:1-11
Jesus and Mary at Cana
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a (CEB) Lord, Make Us One

LAST MONTH’S ATTENDANCE

12/02: 43
12/08: 115 Cantata
12/09: 34
12/16: 28
12/23: 49
12/24 42 Christmas Eve

SUBMISSION DEADLINES
Sunday Bulletin:
Wednesdays @ 10:00 AM
Newsletter:
16th of the month @ 10:00 AM

CHURCH OFFICE

HOURS

M - TH from 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

CHURCH STAFF
MINISTERS ............................................... The Congregation
SENIOR PASTOR .................................... Rev. Maria Tafoya
Minister of Youth/Young Adults .................. Leah Torosian
Choir Director ............................................ Michael Gutierrez
Choir Accompanist ...................................... Jordan Williams
Organist ................................................. Anthony Imperatrice
Child Care .......................................................... Ashley Petree
Chair of the Congregation (2018) .............. April Langstraat
Chair of the Elders (2018) ............................ Alan Langstraat
Administrative Assistant ....................... Dee Anne Douville
Custodian ........................................................... Virgie Cortez
Communications Coordinator ...................... Jason Torosian

Names
Address
City, State Zip Code

STAMP

