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FORT PIERCE — Described by Fort Pierce Mayor Linda Hudson as “overwhelming,” residents of the Colonnades adult community on Hutchinson Island ceremoniously unveiled a recently refurbished flagpole towering over Faber Cove on the Indian River Lagoon “dedicated to the men and women of the Colonnades who served in the Armed Forces.”

Hudson, who was among nearly 100 residents and guests who attended the March 29 event, said, “Honestly, I’m overwhelmed. I think this neighborhood has done an extraordinary thing. This is a great neighborhood.”

Installed at the water’s edge more than 40 years ago when the Colonnades were built on the site of the former World War II U.S. Naval Amphibious Training Base, specifically at Camp B of the base, the 45-foot flagpole had suffered over the years, but damage during Hurricane Matthew had made its refurbishment more imperative.

Brought to the attention of the self-governing Colonnades Management Inc. by retired Rear Admiral William Lynch, a seasonal resident, and with support from the board and President Mike Oyler and Dockmaster Bill Phelan, the repair project was undertaken.

Lynch said, “I thought, once we got the flagpole, why not recognize the residents who had served?”

And so, thanks to the generous and anonymous donation by a resident and military veteran, the dedication plaque was purchased and installed at the base of the flagpole just in time for the dedication ceremony.

As patriotic music played over a loudspeaker on a perfect Florida morning, residents and guests, including members of the Fort Pierce Police Department and St. Lucie County Fire and Rescue, filled seats and stood along the perimeter outdoors to hear remarks from Lynch and a dedication address by Chief Warrant Officer Erik Watson, officer in charge of the Fort Pierce Coast Guard Station.

Watson said the Coast Guard involvement was an opportunity to “thank the local community and pay our respects at the same time” and described it as “an occasion to remember.”

“Wow, what a beautiful day we have,” Lynch said. “Today, we not only honor our residents who have served, but also to reflect on the historical significance of this place we call home.”

CMI President Oyler described the refurbished flagpole and its dedication to service members as a “great expression of this community’s patriotism.”

There was silence as the five-member color guard from the Coast Guard Station marched in precision to the base of the flagpole. As the National Anthem played over the loudspeaker, the color guard hoisted a 150-square-foot American flag while Coast Guard members on a boat nearby in the river stood at attention, joining with residents and guests on the shoreline.

In his closing remarks, Lynch read a poem by retired Air Force Sgt. Don S. Miller that said, in part, “I am the flag of the United States of America. My name is Old Glory.”

His voice breaking with emotion, Lynch concluded the poem with the words, “I am proud. My name is Old Glory. Dear God … Long may I wave.”







