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CPA Newsletter
S
August 2009

“EFENLENA

CPA Newsletter is our quarterly
publication. We share commu-
nity news with our members,

and we welcome your contribu-
tions.
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Post Address Z[ii-
PO Box 345
Campsie
NSW 2194

Office Address £ti55-
Suite 4, Level 2,

59 Evaline Street
Campsie
NSW 2194

Office Hours &£ iR
Tues & Thurs %= - &M
10am—3pm - E‘jjr‘_: Eﬂj

Phone
(02) 9784 8120

Fax ¥
(02) 9718 0236

Mobile = 4.
0406 233 222

Email &Z[:
cpacampsie@unwired.com.au

Websites ﬁh

www.chineseparents.org

ABN 63 938 108 704

CPA Newsletter has been generously sponsored by

Aspen Pharmacare Australia Pty Ltd
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“Talk to me FEFRAHS”

This Program is specially designed for children aged 2-9
years, helping them to listen, to understand, to express
themselves, and to enhance their com-
munication skills. Melissa Cox will guide
the children to learn through stories,
games, songs and movements.
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] Instructor:  Melissa Cox

Eﬁf&ﬁ: EREA T T2:30 = 3:30
i*'J%!r Belmore Youth Resource Centre ,
38-40 Redman Pde, Belmore

Dancing class for Youth

T4 HiE
Goals:

-connection with others

-body awareness

-communication skills

-ability to relax

-develop initiative, decisive-making and leadership skills
-connection between thought, imagination and body
-performing skills

i BRARE D
Angela Leung
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Eﬁ ] ZREEHF T T2:30 = 4.00pm
f"%#T Belmore Youth Resource Centre ,
38-40 Redman Pde, Belmore
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% Music therapy 3 %ﬁ;@??x &
dd
dd

Movement Classl‘lﬂ%}ﬁ:l@b =

Jd Music Therapy aims to encourage participants to

Jd speak up, express their feelings and gain confidence
through music; it also strengthens one self's commu-
nicative, motor, emotional, social and leisure skills.
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Jd By %"P Belmore Youth Resource Centre,
38-40 Redman Pde, Belmore
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Sports for Youth Group

18 Skl pe s A
Bowling Q

i BEAAERE . FT10.30 BAgA
%!,‘ 3 - 5 George St, North Strathfield

I 4
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"The above programs may be changed without prior notice due to unforeseen circumstances."

Contact: Mandy 0406 233 222 or
9784 8120 Tuesday & Thursday 10 am—3 pm
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. « autumn Festival Celebratjo,,
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Date[ I H: 4/10/2009 Sunday g H [
Time E\ﬂj f:  11:30 am-2:30 pm
Venue 24 %JT Port Orient Restaurant T;'*[[él?%&?ﬁ
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Fee {42 |:

Members: Adults=y * (18+): $25
Children FE (4 -18): $20
People with disability 5588 A *=: free %2% ( members only F,JBELF'? )]
Children under 4 REMELLT free %%

Non-members:
Adults & Children s} A\ & FEMUERLL E: $30
Children under 4 REMRILT . free o
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Blue Mountain Day Trip

x |
* Date: 30th August, 2009 « i F#A: 30/08/2009

E Time/Pickup points: .

e 8.00am : 2§ RARHBRY:
. Hurstville Chinese Restaurant : ‘ 8. 00am e 5/

. (Cr of Forest Rd & Park Rd) Tie 8. 30am Strathfield Jk Bk
Te 8.30am Strathfield Station =

E Fee: (members) (non-member) . : ﬁﬁﬁ}:&}\

: Adult $35 $40 i 120

* Children under 12 $30 $35 : géggf}}ﬁj\jt
= People With Disability free $35 . N2 BEDLF
= Children under 2 free — -

(FH) GEEH):
$35 $40 =
$30 $35
Wt §35
it —

EProgram: = .
Visit the 3 Sisters - Echo Point . T — i ik v

Penrith Valley Orange Orchard Pl %iﬁﬁ%m% o
Lunch buffet . Fiai SN b
- K bR Bk : ; auﬁra lan
Aqua golf at Panthers " : S explorer
: DN '

This program is kindly sponsored by : Sldney Myer Fund

Contact: Mandy 0406 233 222 or 9784 8120 Tues & Thurs, 10 am—3 pm
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Upcoming Activities JEEITES

sponsored by Sidney Myer Fund

Y YN ER B F 25 “r 47
The Computer class for youth with {ﬁ{JHEE HE%E%L’% = EZIK$+H 25&47

disabilities will be held at the Library, & 13 P FF AL,

City of Sydney, at Circular Quay on . B

O 12 October 2009 Monday and A4 H R B
AU HE 2=

% 14 October 2009 Wednesday
Time: 10am to 2pm. 1 [ O e o R o A e £
A (EHRLT B
The contents include: Circular Quayl&E EfH

S OO

0 IR EeEE NP H AN,
o HNEHEFEE F'aﬁ’tlﬁl‘,‘ﬁiIEO
0 Excel i#EME

O Email & Email System

% Introduction to the Internet & World Wild W

O (www) P J@@?ﬁ :
0 Google - the mighty search engine

O

Excel

For further information, please contact:
Mandy on (02) 9784 8120 or 0406 233 222

PLAYING
GOLF

Monthly Golf Playing Activity will be conducted from
August 2009 onwards on Saturday afternoon for
children over 12 years old:

For further details,
please contact:

Mandy
Dates: 08/08, 12/09, 10/10 Saturday (02) 9784 8120

Time: 2.00pm 0406 233 222
Venue: Sefton Golf Course

160 Rose St

Sefton

Renewal of Membership: 2009-2010 & BiNE B

Dear Members,
Your membership renewal fee is now due. The fee for the financial year -
1 July 2009 to 30 June 2010 is $10 (Incl GST). Please Contact Mandy (0406 233 222) . Thanks!

BEGER: HAHMZ20094ETH1HE 2010 6 H30 B MBFEENGERAR $10 E, BRHMKR, Hh
Mandy 0406 233 222.  #t#t!
CPA Management Committee
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|CPA Activity Reports

Performance at the Evening Dinner of
Lions Club of Sydney Waratah

The performance was extraordinarily
good! The audience enthusiastically
clapped their hands loudly; some
women were even so moved that tears
slid down from the corners of their
eyes.

It should be a cold night around this
time of the year. Did it turn outto be a
warm, or even hot night?! Or was it
because | worried the children might
make mistakes? | sweated all

night!!! However, the children did not
lose their beat throughout. Oh! It was
a brilliant performance!!!

Earlier in the afternoon, we arrived at
the Belmore Senior Citizens Centre for
the final rehearsal. At 2:30pm, there
were still not many children arriving. |
really had a little bit of worry that there
might not be enough people for the
rehearsal; however, they were just
late, not absent.

Because they would have a totally live
performance, they didn't need me to
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play the recorded music. So, | had the
free time to have yet another
Dad-to-Dad "meeting" in the smaller
room! No! It was just a friendly chat
among 7 to 8 fathers! We talked on
topics from the sickness of our chil-
dren, the services available to disabled
children, our own insomnia and how to
cure it, to the fear and worry about
Facebook and the Microsoft

products as a whole, which meant the
Windows Live in the current case...
while leaving our wives in the big room
to guide the children practising.

At around 5:30pm, our army started
our long march to the City! After Darby
instructed us on the quickest

way to go to our destination, and our
discussion of how to move all the mu-
sical instruments to the performance
platform upon arrival, the sky had
nearly been completely dark! My car
lost the main troop on the way near
Marrickville. While being stuck at a
heavy traffic jam in Newton due to
the Saturday night fever, | had my

s LEpik 2, i TH
HIRIR, & RIETAM, LIt

ZZIM Facebook, FiMicrosoft ]I
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STAF, FRAOFRE SUR A
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FIRIET,  BER TR R B -
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By William Mak

round of worry!

Anyway, my family and | arrived just
10 minutes later than planned. Then,
all things went smoothly! After having
an expecting but leisured dinner at the
Market City food court, our whole team
moved across the road to the venue at
the Marigold Restaurant at around
7:50pm.

The scheduled starting time of our
performance was at 8:00pm. Because
the venue is small, only about half of
the parents could go up to take care of
the children, while the other half of
disappointing parents were deserted in
the lift lobby on the ground floor to
have their dessert: eating wind! The
elevator door closed with their children
behind it. The elevator then took their
children away from them to go up-
stairs.

However, their sacrifice was not
futile:The performance turned out to be
a stunning success! @
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’CPA Activity Reports
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On the 2nd of May, CPA held its annual Mothers’ Day
celebrations at Auburn RSL Club. It was a special day to
pay tribute to all the dedicated mothers who devote each
day to the family. It was an extremely busy and exciting af-
ternoon for everybody who attended the function. There
were plenty of activities for all ages and plenty of perform-
ances for the audiences.

Among all the various activities available, the organ-
isers also held a baby photo guessing competition where
participants were to guess who the person was in the photo.
It proved to be quite challenging for all of us and very few
managed to get them all correct! It was a chance to see how
quickly one can grow in such a short space of time.

After a fantastic buffet lunch courtesy to Auburn RSL
club, we held a range of great musical performances by the
fathers and the children. The program included a fabulous
harmonica performance, a variety of singing performances
by various fathers, as well as a special piano solo from
Sarah Li. As always, the kids’ performance was an im-
mense highlight of the entire afternoon. They performed a
group act by singing a song. It was beautifully sung and
must have taken a lot of effort and cooperation during the
rehearsals throughout the prior weeks.

An award presentation was held to acknowledge the
many helpers and volunteers who support and help out at
the association, and without them, CPA would not be as
successful as it is today. Their dedication towards their work
was greatly appreciated and recognised.
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Mother’s Day Celebration
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by Ting Fan

Towards the end of the afternoon, we held a
Mothers’ Day raffle to celebrate the special day as well as
yet another thriving function held by the association.
There was a range of many different prizes for those who
were selected from the raffle. Congratulations to all the
lucky prize winners of the draw.

To celebrate the event, all mothers present took
part in a group photo at the end of the festivities. They
were each presented with a rose as a token of gratitude
for the dedication they put into everyday. The day was an
immense success and a huge thankyou must go to the
enthusiastic organisers of the event who made the after-
noon possible. @
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On Sunday, 21 June 2009, our Young

be the guest performer at the RSAC
22" Annual Presentation Day held at
Bankstown Sports Club.

It was a beautiful day and the venue
was packed with supporters and rep-
resentatives from various local coun-
cils. There were over 50 family mem-
bers from CPA attended on the day
and the atmosphere was simply awe-
some. The performance was a dance
called “Chinese Tap Dance”, where
the dance compliments with special
costume that made by Elly Li. After
having practiced the dance for
months, 13 young talented members
who represented CPA were eagerly to
perform what they have learned as
soon as they put on the colourful cos-
tume, and the performance took place
after the welcome speech by the
President of RSAC.

Brian Su and Andrew Li kick started
the performance by providing an intro-
duction of the dance to the audiences.

Star performance team was invited to Young Star
Performance at

RSAC
Presentation Day | fomers acknowiedging their effor

Reported By Elena Lau

Unsurprisingly, the team had
shown their high level of confi-
dence during the performance and
the response from the audiences
was tremendous.

The President of RSAC presented
certificates to all participating per-

towards this wonderful perform-
ance.

This was followed by a delicious
lunch, and the program finished off
with a ‘Club Disco’ time during
which our young members once
again demonstrated their talents on
the dancing floor!!

Thanks to all parents who offered
their valuable time in helping the
group during the practicing ses-
sions. Also a “Special Thank” to
M Elly Li who had spent enormous

# amount of time in sewing those
beautiful costumes. |

/WY BRER

£% RSAC Aifd ] i) v

Terry Lee

ZEFNMEANHZ+—H, & Recreation Sports
and Aquatics Club M=+ ZEFEHIEHME, BRM
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FHENBHEEM. SBEANHR, +=4
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Li BrakstiiREE.
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Mum 2 Mum™ — our Second Soctal qathering:
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Disney onice
Vanessa Li

Today | went to watch Disney on ice. After break-
fast, we went to the house where Thang-Mie and
Thuc-Mie live. Thuc Mie’s dad drove the car.
When we got to Olympic Park, we waited pa-
tiently to get in. We went to door Four and
walked carefully to letter “A” seat. We looked at
the huge ice ring and saw a beautiful castle. S NN N NN NN R RN NN NNNNNNRR NN NNNNNNNNNNNRUNNE]
Five minutes later the light went off and the ice
had light, out came Mickey Mouse, Mini Mouse
and Goofy. They said, “Did you have a good
time?” Everyone shouted yes.

EEEI NN EENENININNNNNNNNNENE g

L NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN ]

and took Jasmine everywhere and lived happily
ever after. The next Disney story was Mulan.
Shang danced with Mulan. Next was the story of
Sleeping Beauty. The Dragon gave Sleeping Beauty
: o a kiss and they lived happily ever after. The next
B e, Minl and Goofy story was Cinderella, my favourite movie. It started
in the grand hall. Cinderella came to the hall and
danced with the prince all night and lived happily
ever after.

disappeared, Tinker Bell popped
out and jumped and twirled and
rolled and lept and ran. She had
yellow hair, a dusty wand and
sparkling green short dress.
Then the story of Jasmine be-
gan. Aladdin wished he was a
prince and his wish came true,
he went back to the castle

In the end all the Disney princes danced with their
princesses and the firework frightened me. Every-
one went home. But we didn’t have a chance to buy
something because it was too expensive, but it was
awesome. | felt overjoyed. «
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Women Health Semi-
nar will be held on
every second Thurs-
day of each month in
2009.

In August:
13/08/2009
Thursday

In September:
10/09/2009
Thursday

W Report on Vouth Activity :
il CPA Saturday Ten Pin Bowling

Il Inthe hope to let our kids to participate more
Il sport activities, CPA introduced Tenpin Bowl-
] ing since May 2009. This is a weekly activity
il on Saturday morning from 10:30am. We are

i glad to work out this activity with Special

Wl Olympics Sydney Inner West.

Ml Dber of the team is present.

They input the
Il idea as how to form 4 kids in a league team
Ml  instead of just playing for fun. We sincerely
Tl hope the kids would commit themselves to
H come every time so that the score gained will
il be accumulated. Also, both kids and parents
Ili are trained to be on time as the whole team
Il game can only be started when every mem-
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By Mownica lin W

This activity will be carried on, every Sat- [l
urday, till the end of the year.
please refer to the activity schedule as T
printed in the Newsletter. | & i

@@
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Details
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On the 24" of July 2009, Chinese Parents Association
organized a day out trip to Darling Harbour which in-
cluded a movie at IMAX called “Under The Sea 3D”
and a visit to Darlinghurst Fire Brigades Station. There
were quite a lot of children
that included Jonathan,
Barry, Victor Li, Victor Wu,
Andrew Li, Kimberly, Sarah,
Christopher, Leon, Joanne,
Stephanie, Timothy, Sam-
uel, Tiffany, Vanessa,
Kenton, Ivan and Thurman. .

During the movie, we saw
many different sea crea-
tures and how they live and
capture other sea animals.
For example, the stonefish
waits for the little fishes to swim nearby and suddenly
the stonefish comes up and gobbles it, the cuttlefish
sticks out its deadly suckers and receives its food like
a flash, and most sea snakes can live under water for
the rest of their lives despite having no gills at all and
can dive for more than 100 feet. After the movie all the
children and their parents were completely delighted.

After lunch we went to Darlinghurst Fire Brigades Sta-
tion. Fireman Steve and Matt introduced the Fire Sta-
tion to us. They started by saying that it is the biggest
Fire Brigades Station in New South Wales because
they have more firemen, fire
trucks, fire equipment, area, facili-
ties and also it is very busy. They
explained that it has about 20-25
firemen working each day and the
facilities such as the study room,
kitchen, gym, museum and the
hose drying area, whereas Matt
demonstrated us how to squirt
water out of the hose. He said to
hold the handle at the bottom and
pull the other handle on top back-
wards to get water out of the

- hose, and if you want to make it
bigger he would turn the nozzle to the right. He
brought us to the museum where we saw the old fire-
man uniform and the current fireman uniform they're
wearing today which is a better one. After the visit we
had a big group photo including the firemen and we
gave them a framed certificate for such an absolutely
informational and fantastic visit. It was an amazing
experience. |~

On the 24th of July | went to Imax at Darling Harbour
watching “Under the sea” with Vanessa, Jonathan
and Elena. When we got there we met Barry and
Elly. The cinema staff was giving out the 3D glasses
to the audience. We found a good spot to sit down.
While | was watching the movie, | felt funny, because
when | had put on the 3D glasses the picture was
floating in the air. The movie was very good and it
was filmed beautifully. You can see fish, sharks and
lots more sea creatures.

After the movie, we all walked to McDonald for lunch.

When we got there we saw lots of people lining up. |
ordered some food for myself and Vanessa.

After lunch, we walked up to the Fire-station for a
visit. We saw four big red fire engines. We had to
split into three groups. Ms Anne Frank took us up-
stairs to have a look at the lunch-room. Then we
looked inside the Gym room. There were lots of ex-
ercise facilities and equipment including boxing and
basketball court. Next, we went downstairs to try us-
ing a water hose for spraying, and the water shot up
to 60 meters high. Anne said, "There are 160 female
firefighters (wow!)!” | asked her, “How much

i g i
Al e
g s

water you can hold in the water hose?” She an-
swered, "5000 liters!” We went inside the fire
truck. It was huge with lots of equipments installed.

Elena took lots of photos for us.

Suddenly, a fire bell rang and five men slid down a
big pole and got dress quickly and went inside the
fire engine. Everyone said, "Bye, bye!"

At the end of the visit, we presented the fire station
captain a card to show our thankfulness. We had a
great time and hope we can have another trip
again! | @
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On Saturday 27 June 2009,

SibSpace organised a screening of "The Black Bal-
loon" at Woodstock Community Centre in Burwood.
The film was very moving and did a great job at cap-
turing what life can be like for a sibling with a
brother/sister with autism. We held a discussion
about the movie afterwards. This was followed by a
trip into the City where we enjoyed lunch at Pepper
Lunch. We then sang karaoke at Green Box Plus be-

“Sibspace”

Karen Yuen

X

fore returning to Burwood. The event provided an
opportunity for the recently purchased DVD "The

Black Balloon" and book "Everybody is Different" to
be shared amongst the siblings. &

Parent Support Group —Report 2 :
23 May 2009 Saturday 2.30 to 3.30 pm

KRPHEREZ—

ZEFAFERA ST =HEHN

Facilitator: Betty Li

Topics: Communication by means of Makaton and Pictures,
Potty training - teach them to wipe their bottoms,
Preparation for the start of menstruation for girls.

We had printed out some makaton signs and pictures for
the parents to learn to make signs for communication with
their children

. As children are being toilet trained, parents also share some
of the responsibility for hygiene. Children need help with
wiping their bottom, and show them how and explain to little
girls that they need to wipe from front to back.

. One way to give the child practice in wiping her/his bottom
is: put some moisturizing cream on the child’s bottom and
give her/him the toilet tissue to wipe it off. Keep practicing it
until the child is familiar with the procedures. Do get them into
the important habit of hand washing.

. We had discussion on the topic of “menstruation” and some
parents had given their valuable ideas and experience in
helping their girls to cope with Menstruation.

Parent Support Group -Report 3 :
27 June 2009 Saturday 2.30 to 3.30 pm

Facilitator: Betty Li

Topics: How to make play dough -
Demonstration how to make pictures

1. Recipe was printed out - Betty used it as an example to ex
plain to the parents showing them how to guide their children
step by step to carry out a simple task.
Children needed to be told the procedure of doing a task
from beginning to the end) in a simple and clear way, so that
they can anticipate what will happen.
Using of Boardmaker pictures to show the child the procedure
of going to toilets
Using of Boadmaker pictures to show how to guide the children
in making simple sentences

. Making of the pictures by using Velcros, magnetic tapes, white

boards, felt board and felt figures and the new mounting
materials.
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News in Express

Program: Helping Children with Autism

www.health.gov.au

PROGRAM PURPOSE AGE ACCESS ARRANGED BY
Helping Children | Diagnosis of children with a | Under Up to 4 assessment ses- PAEDIATRICIAN
with Autism Pervasive Developmental |13 years sions Or
Disorder (ASD, Aspergers Per child in total (not per PSYCHIATRIST
Syndrome and PDD-NOS) year) with:
ASSESSMENT Psychologist,
Speech Pathologist,
Occupational therapist
Helping Children | Treatment of children with a [ Under Up to 20 treatment sessions | PAEDIATRICIAN
with Autism Pervasive Developmental 15 years per children in total (not per Or
Disorder year) with: Psychologist, PSYCHIATRIST
TREATMENT Speech Pathologist,
Occupational therapist
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Handling Sex problem with People with Disabilities

Seminar Report 1:

by Vincent Yu

—[ Accessing the Sex Industry for People with An Intellectual Disability

Accessing the Sex Industry for people with an
Intellectual Disability was conducted by People with
Disability Australia (PWD) presented by Denise
Beckwith on Friday 19" June, 2009. It was spon-
sored by DADHC and held in their Parramatta office.

There were about fifteen people including the
speaker. Some were from various departments in
DADHC and some from other service providers or
community organisations including myself. The ob-
jective of the workshop was to discuss the need of
sex industry for disability services and how to access
sexual services.

The meeting kicked off assuming sex, which had a
broad base meaning of any activity relating to sexual-
ity (not necessary conducting intercourse particu-
larly), being an unavoidable need for people with dis-
ability and the discussion extended to disadvantaged
people. The PWD introduced part of their services,
Touching Base Inc., which had a pool of sex workers
males and females who were willing to assist those
people to release their urges. These included homo-
sexuals and bisexuals as well as people with physical
disability. Little had been said about the after effects
of the acts to the users except saying that they would

bring confidence to them. Not much was said as
to what kind of signs shown by those people
would be in need of such service. But it was nec-
essary to obtain consensus from the disabled be-
fore calling for service and it was important to con-
sult with professional such as psychologist. In
fact, Medicare rebate might be possible with pro-
fessional’s referral.

Questions were raised about how sex workers
handling various difficulties such as people with
physical disability or people with challenging be-
haviour, the speaker indicated that sex workers
could deal those problems quite well. Whether
there might be psychological problems after the
service, it would be best to consult with profes-
sionals afterwards.

| must stress that this service is not about how to
develop relationship and intimacy. The parents
with power of attorney can only control the finance
of their children but not their right of having sex.

PWD is a national disability rights and advocacy
organisation. It is a non-profit, non-government
organisation. 9
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Handling Sex Problem with People with Disabilities

Seminar Report 2 :

by Vincent Yu

Relationship and “Private Stuff”

Relationships & “Private Stuff’ was the second seminar
regarding to sexual problems for people with disabilities
conducted by Liz Dore sponsored by DADHC.

Liz is a relationships counsellor supporting people with a
disability to develop meaningful friendship and a positive
awareness of their sexuality. She has long experience
dealing and educating disable people in the past.

The attendants were from various service providers such
as Studio Arts, Frans, Sunshine Homes, DSA, AC Foun-
dation, House with no steps, Sunnyfield and Westley.
Many of them were experienced carers.

Liz started the meeting with video clips from “Love and
Kisses” which showed interviews of people with disability
talking in single or with a partner about some sexual and
relationship experiences and expectations. Most sub-
jects could express fairly well themselves. One of the
subjects has mobility problem and one father was also
interviewed. These clips were interesting and educational
to young people as well.

Liz then handed out a list of cases for us to study in
groups of two or three. The following Cases were just
some examples:

1. Anne lived alone. She wanted to have relationship
with her driver.

Brian bribed a girl to touch his private part

Chris showed affection to his carer

llija was charged with indecent exposure and had sex
in public with same sex partner

poN

Carers were asked how to handle in each case. Liz dis-
sected with each group whether IDRS (Intellectually Dis-
ability Rights Service) or CISN (Criminal Justice Support
Network) were needed when police and legal representa-
tion would be required. When professional assistance
and guardians were needed and what kind of investiga-
tions needed to follow. Questions or information about
consent, safe sex, and abuse must be detailed in reports.

Finally, Liz touched on sex education materials such as
Family Planning booklets and some other books and vid-
eos as well as sex aids. Unfortunately there was shortage
of time to cover helping young people to develop relation-
ship and communication skills and protective behaviours.
Liz spent a little bit of time to show some dolls for the girls
to learn about their body changes which may be good for
parents to help their daughters.
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Fight for disabled is a matter of principals
Wednesday, June 17, 2009 at 03:28pm

By Maralyn Parker

http://blogs.news.com.au/dailytelegraph/maralynparker/index.php/dailytelegraph/comments/not_ready/

Public school principals are so fed
up with the neglect of children with
disabilities in public schools they
are preparing to sue the NSW Edu-
cation Department for breaching
anti-discrimination laws. This is no
idle threat. Principals say they will
happily bankrupt their professional
association, the Public Schools
Principals’ Forum to pursue the de-
partment through the courts.

| can’t remember another time
when NSW principals were so de-
termined to confront a government
on behalf of their students.

There have been many promises
and millions allocated in budgets
but like many things in NSW
schooling _ announcements are
made but nothing much happens.

This week’s State budget allocated
another $51 million to children with
disabilities. However The Daily
Telegraph could not get much detail
as to how this would be spent apart
from vague references to student
transport, integration and special
classes and schools.

Today there are over 30,000 spe-
cial needs children in NSW public
schools including children inte-
grated into mainstream classes, in
special schools and in special
classes. NSW Public schools are
responsible for educating about 85
per cent of children with disabilities
in the state.

But teachers and parents know
there are thousands more who
have not been diagnosed or yet
won the battle to be recognised and
supported.

So | applaud principals for taking a
stand.

Whenever a specific case is men-
tioned in the media funds magically

appear for that particular child - but
the system-wide battle continues.

Principals are also hoping to spark a
parliamentary inquiry into the school-
ing of special needs children in pub-
lic schools later this year with the
help of an unlikely alliance between
the Greens and the NSW Liberal
Party.

Frankly I look forward to the court
case and the inquiry running at the
same time. Particularly as there will
be no settling out of court - which is
the usual way the Education Depart-
ment handles discrimination cases
brought against it.

Meanwhile the push from the educa-
tion department has been to inte-
grate special needs children into
mainstream classes. The idea is
good. It is a choice most parents
want for their children with disabili-
ties. Everyone benefits when it is
done properly.

The trouble is NSW never did it
properly.

I have been writing this column the
whole time it has been a policy and |
can report there was never any real
attempt to properly fund and support
integration.

| try hard not to be cynical but | be-
lieve integration was always a cheap
option for the government. It meant
less money spent on special classes
and specialist teachers.

Also parents and teachers have had
to fight for disabilities such as au-
tism, dyspraxia and aspergers to be
recognised and supported - however
inadequately.

And the Education Department has
held everyone at bay by enforcing
rigid classifications and staffing for-
mulas.

Schools and teachers have to apply
every year for many children _
whose conditions have not changed
_ to continue to be funded.

But what was unforeseen was the
huge blow-out of numbers of children
diagnosed with disabilities and the
extension of the range of recognised
disabilities children may have.

Some children with Autism Spectrum
Disorder, for example, get as little as
$605 a semester or 12 minutes of
support time by an aide per day.

Often mainstream classes have sev-
eral children with disabilities, each
with very specific and different
needs. It is totally unreasonable to
expect a teacher to prepare and
teach them without intense specialist
support.

But the principals are most angry
about how disadvantaged families
miss out. Families who understand
the system and are tenacious can
often get funding for their children
while other families have no chance.
It can be a double whammy for chil-
dren with parents who also have
problems or disabilities.

The PSPF has identified around
2500 children who get no funding at
all or the level of support is so low is
it is “'seriously inadequate”.

These children and their families do
not represent a block of votes. Look-
ing after them will probably get no
extra votes for Labor. But if the court
case rolls in and the inquiry gets up,
NSW voters will lose even more con-
fidence _ if that is possible _in the
current government’s ability to look
after their children.

Disclaimer Any views or information expressed in the articles are those of the individual author, they do not reflect the views of CPA
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Achnowledgement

Special thanks to the following donorg & supporters:

Kind donors:
Hon. Helen Sham-Ho
Mr King Fong, OAM J.P.
Mr Cham Boon Tang
China Travel Service (Aust) Pty Ltd
Ms Monica Chu
Lions Club of Sydney Waratah
Lions Club of Sydney North West
Lions Club of Sydney Central
Rotary Club of North West

Benevolent Fund
Aspen Pharmacare Australia P/L
Life Extension P/L
Ms Gar Lei Ho
Ms. Brenda Chan
Mr. Ken Kwok -

Chattabox Corporate Services
DCL World P/L
Mr Samuel S.N. Chu
Ms Sandra Choi - Klein International
Ettason Pty Ltd
Hurstville Chinese Restaurant
Ms Aileen Pang
Wu’s Pharmacy
Dixon Travel
Sleepmart - Sunny
Microsoft Donation Program
Lanoro International

Division of Lanoro Australia

Kind Supporters

Volunteers:

Ms Nancy Ma
Mr Alex Ma

Ms Virginia Lo
Ms Selina Chan

Ms April Cheung
Ms Jacqueline Ho

Mr William Mak
Mr Vincent Yu

Mr Fan Chun Wing

Mr Peter Wong
Mr Daniel Chau

Mr Randy Ng - 2CR
Mr Francis Wong

Ms Celina Ching
Mr Herman Hung
Mr Terry Lee

Ms Jacqueline Fan

Mr Ming Fan
Ms Jessie Bao

Ms Jacqui Wong
Mr Russell Leung

Ms Virginia Cheng

Mr Darby Mu

Facilitators

Mr Lawrence Lo

Ms Anna Yew
Ms Betty Li
Ms Winda Mok

Mrs Sylvia Tinyow
Recreation, Sports

& Aquatics Club
Bankstown/Canterbury

Ms Christina Lam

(music teacher)

Ms Winnie Chui

Migrant Resource

Centre

(music therapist)

Ms Jing Chen

(dance teacher)

Ms Angela Leung

(Play therapist)

Ms Melissa Cox

(Junior Group teacher)

T HAMNEK YOU)
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Bjithday Bors and Qs of the Monthall

August September
Stephanie Tyler
Mu Griffiths
Ronnie Andrew Li
Cheng )
Yin Soon
Tan
>~

October

Queenie
Tung

November

Livana Li
Sean Kai

Ming Lo

December

Samuel Siu
Lousia Tong
Timothy Yau
Samson Yuen
Edward Wang
Dale Wang
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Raffle Ticket Draw 2009

4 October 2009

families.

CPA would like to send our special thankfulness to
the kind donors, friends and parent members for AR EAERGLEMELE AL EEME
their support and sponsorship of prizes for the raf- | 2 1y 3¢ 3¢ = st % o A+ > 8Kt FRMALWRK

A Raffle Ticket Draw will be conducted on the EHNBRALEHESRE_REALETAWB A
4 October 2009 at CPA Mid-Autumn Festival AR FLRABEEAPHGBREFEE
Celebration at Port Orient Restaurant , Darling £ o BRAAE K o EEFBUEIAKR

Harbour, to raise fund for the continuous provision
of service and activities for our members and their

RB|EEEEATHIREINL - FELEE
BR > HERCATRETREXAIFER
B SR

fle ticket draw. By > BIRMAE o
e 7.

The great prizes#i .
1st PRIZE: Gucci Watch (lady) valued at $1195 -- Ms Brenda Chan
2nd PRIZE: Klein International ({2 YFi5ci-f<) $500 appliance voucher plus $200 Coles Myer gift card
3rd PRIZE: Klein International(Z JFi7ci-}<) $500 appliance voucher plus $100 Coles Myer gift card
4th PRIZE: Sunglasses valued at $200 -- Mr Samuel Chu
5th PRIZE: Chattabox Corporate Services - 1 x Nokia 6300 Vodafone Prepaid Bundle: $169
6th, 7th. PRIZE: Rice Cooker from Ettason Pty Ltd (#kF1/5 & 5 /A ]) plus 1 Comfort Pillow Memory foam
8th, 9t PRIZE:  Hurstville Chinese Restaurant (& 3t /|- y) 247 $100 voucher
10th PRIZE: Pearl Necklace valued at $100 -- Mrs Aileen Pang
11" PRIZE: Infrared thermometer -- Wu’s Pharmacy (§i *xZ&5)
126 PRIZE 2 x $39 Sydney One day trip voucher from Dixon Travel (/5 jig ¥/ 7])

Consolation Prizes Z2RIHE

Special Prizes:
1 crystal necklace from Ms Gar Lei Ho
1 watch & wallet (Pierre-Geneve) from Mrs Virginia Lo
1 watch & wallet (Pierre-Geneve) from Mrs Virginia Lo

00O

Other Prizes:
1 x $40 Gift voucher from Sleep Mart (FEHR 5.0»)
1 x $40 Gift voucher from Sleep Mart (FEHR H7.0»)
1 x $40 Gift voucher from Sleep Mart (FEHR 5.0»)
1 x $40 Gift voucher from Sleep Mart (FEHR H.0»)
1 x $40 Gift voucher from Sleep Mart (FEHRE 5.0»)
1 x $40 Coles Myer Gift voucher

000000

Table Prize for the Lunch

© Lanoro International Division of Lanoro Australia

For more information, please contact Contact: Mandy 0406 233 222 or

(02) 9784 8120 Tues & Thurs 10 am—3 pm




Weekend Program — August, September & October 2009

Junior Group 5 E 0 RKIEE)

Youth Group FH4EHHIEKRIEE)

DATE Junior Group 2.30-4.30pm Youth Group —10.30am Youth Group —2.30-430pm
August

1/08/2009 Talk to Me/ Movement Class Tenpins Bowling Movement class/Performance skills
8/08/2009 Talk to me/ Music Therapy Tenpins Bowling Play Golf

15/08/2009 Talk to me/ Play Group Activity Tenpins bowling Chinese Dance/Music Therapy
22/08/2009 Talk to Me/ Movement Class Tenpins bowling Movement class/Performance skills
29/08/2009 No Activity Tenpin bowling Movement class/Performance skills
30/08/2009 Blue Mt. Day Trip Blue Mt. Day Trip Blue Mt. Day Trip

Sunday

September

5/09/2009 Talk to me/ Play Group Activity Tenpins Bowling Chinese Dance/Music Therapy
12/09/2009 Talk to me/ Music Therapy Tenpins Bowling Play Golf

19/09/2009 Talk to Me/ Movement Class Tenpins Bowling Movement class/Performance skills
26/09/2009 Talk to Me/ Movement Class Tenpins Bowling Movement class/Performance skills
October

3/10/2009 Rehearsal Tenpins Bowling Music Therapy/Chinese Dance
4/10/2009 Mid-Autumn Festival Mid-Autumn Festival Mid-Autumn Festival
Sunday Celebration Celebration Celebration

Term Break 12 & 14 Oct 12 & 14 Oct

5th —18th Oct Movie/Outing Computer course Computer course
10/10/2009 Tenpins Bowling Play Golf

24/10/2009 Talk to Me/ Movement Class Tenpins Bowling Movement class/Performance skills
31/10/2009 Talk to me/ Play Group Activity Tenpins Bowling Performance skills

"The above programs may be changed without prior notice due to unforeseen reasons."

How can you help ? #i‘l\ﬁ’&?ﬁq’]ﬂj

fF{f& ¥~ 1 would like to make a donation of : §
1 * R Jp&@?lﬁﬁg. :

%lﬂfﬁ Ordinary Member [
il £ Affiliated member [
= Volunteer [
#74 Name:

Py Address:

’F'Lq;ﬁﬁ Tel : Fufﬁ[i Email:

| would like to become :

1= Family Name:

7 EIE 1 $10
Membership Fee $10 pa
(From 1 July —30 June)

Suburb:

Post Code:_

%}{ﬁ’i El?—ggl Please make cheque payable to :
. Chlnese Parents Association-Children with Disabilities Inc”
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