Striving to be the complete church using our complete gifts completely!
March 2020

Shalom Baptist Church Newsletter

THE SHALOM NEWSLINE
Children's
Easter Party
Saturday,
March 28th
10am-12pm

There will be crafts, fun & games,
Easter egg hunt and most importantly
the Easter Story!

We need candy and non-candy items (small toys that
can fit inside an egg) by Wednesday, March 25th.
Church Staff

Contact Us

Rev. Mark Miller.........................................................Senior Pastor
Jean Dart............................................Minister of Music & Worship
Kelly Bittler...........................................................Ministry Assistant
Jeff Farrier........................................................... Church Musician

8116 Walnut Grove Road Mechanicsville, VA 23111
Phone: 804.746.7737 Fax: 804.746.7271
Website: www.shalombaptist.net Email: shalombaptist@verizon.net
Church Office Hours
Monday: 8:45am-5pm, Tuesday-Thursday: 8:45am-2pm, Friday: 8:45am-1:30pm
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Mark's Minute
This year, our church will be focusing more intentionally on the
concept of discipleship. We will be trying to understand it better,
we will be unpacking what it means to “be a disciple (and to be a
disciple-maker), and we will be seeking to apply “discipleship best
practices”.
Does discipleship JUST mean that I am attending a Sunday school
class or small group? Is discipleship a “program” or does it happen
more
organically,
through
natural
relationship
building
and mentoring? What does it look like when a church is committed
to “raising up disciples”? My hope and prayer is that we, as a
church, can really dig more deeply into some of these questions.
I love the way Dr. Tony Evans talks about discipleship. He writes:
“People want salvation but don’t want to put in the time to be
strong disciples of Jesus Christ. What many Christians want to do
is to audit the Christian life. An audit is where a person goes to
class to get information, but is not required to do any of the work.
They don’t have to take a test or do any homework. They are only
attending for informational purposes. They want the data without
the responsibility. That’s an audit. That’s what some folks do
every Sunday. They audit Jesus.”

“Everyone who
competes in the
games goes into
strict training.
They do it to get a
crown that will not
last, but we do it
to get a crown that
will last forever.”
1 CORINTHIANS 9:25

Wow! That really sets up the contrast between just “attending a
church service” and “living as a disciple of Christ” doesn’t it?
In 1 Corinthians 9, the apostle Paul expresses the “discipleship
lifestyle” by using an illustration that the people of his day (and
even we, today) can relate to. He writes: “Everyone who competes
in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown
(or, today, “a gold medal”) that will not last, but we do it to get a
crown that will last forever. Therefore I do not run like someone
running aimlessly…”
May each of us grow continue to grow in our discipleship journey!
In Him,

Pastor Mark
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Meet our Deacon of the Month

Kevin
Kelly

Wed. Night Supper

MENU
March 4th

Baked spaghetti
March 11th

Shut-in of the Month:

Lillian Shackleford

Chili

March 18th

Baked Chicken
March 25th

Hamburgers & Hotdogs
Cost:

Please remember Lillian this month by sending a card,
calling, or visiting her. It means so much to our
Shut-Ins, that they are remembered and that we still care.

$5.00 for adults
$2.00 for children
$12.00 per family

Each week reservation cards will
be in the bulletin. Please fill out
a card and put it in the offering
plate or call the church office
with your reservation by 3:00pm
Monday and leave a message.

7090 Covenant Woods Drive-C-124
Mechanicsville, VA 23111

Meeting Reminders
Church Council
Tuesday, March 3rd at 7:00pm

Personnel Committee
Tuesday, March 10th at 6:30pm

Called Business Meeting
Wednesday, March 4th at 6:15pm

Stewardship Committee
Wednesday, March 10th at 7:00pm
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Prayer Corner

Greetings brothers & sisters,

Many of you are familiar with my poems. I'd like to start my article this month with a short one on prayer.
Communion with the Lord
"Standing, kneeling, laying pronePlease know sweet Lord, that I'm Your ownI offer myself to You in prayer
A daily privilege to show you I careAnd as I wait to hear Your voiceTo talk with You, has been my choice."
In the old hymn, In the Garden, there is a line that says, "I come to the garden alone, while the dew is still
on the roses." It goes on to say in the chorus, "and He walks with me and He talks with me and He tells me
I am His own." Have you ever fully understood the line of that hymn? He walks with you and me and He
talks with you and me! How awesome is that?
We are not simply to talk to God, but to talk with God!
All we have to do is simply invite Him in and the way we invite Him is through spending time each day in
prayer. Prayer is our channel of communication with heaven. It is a priceless privilege.
Won't you allow yourself some time today to sit at His feet? If you sit quietly, I promise that you will hear His
still, small voice.
God bless each of you.
Love in Christ,

Dee

u!
Thank yo
I would like to thank
everyone for the prayers,
cards and phone calls in
the passing of my sister,
Zelda Corbett.
-Kay Strickland

A fully furnished studio apartment is
for rent in the Mechanicsville area.
$800.00/month-all utilities included.
No pets or smoking. Ideal for
individuals.
Call 804-690-2643 if interested!
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Just Breathe
Caregivers
Support Meeting
Monday, March 23rd, 2020
at 7:00 PM
For more details, contact Chuck and Leisa
George 427.6016 or leisag76@gmail.com.

Women on Mission Meeting

March 9th, 2020
10:00am
at the home of
Lou Bourne
10429 Summer Hill Road
Mechanicsville, VA 23116
If you have any questions, please contact
Frances Shumaker at
804-746-3420

Cancer Support Group
Thursday, March 26th, 2020
at 6:00 PM
For more details,
contact Anna Duke at
804-779-3760.

Wed. Night Supper
Stewardship
Snippet
Pastor Tony Evans on
Stewardship:
Communism teaches that the
government owns everything.
Capitalism teaches that the
individual owns everything.
Christianity teaches that God
owns everything. At the heart of
Christian stewardship is the
assumption that the earth is the
Lord's, the world and all who
dwell in it. There is absolutely
nothing that sits outside the
ownership of God. The Bible is
clear that men attempt to rob
God, the Owner. Malachi 3:7-12
makes that point. It's hard to
measure spiritual robbery, but
these verses illustrate the
Israelites' theft of God.
How are we doing with our time,
talent and treasures? "You can
always tell how a person is
doing on the inside by how they
function on the
outside."
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Thank you, Thank you Shalom friends!
The "Love My Grits/Oatmeal" rally held on February 16th
was a huge success. A collection of over 1,000 individual
packets of grits and oatmeal was taken up! God is so good
and so are you!
I would also like to thank the Sunday School classes who
so generously donated boxes of grits and oatmeal or
money to MCEF. We will continue to collect these items
through March.
During April, May and June we will be turning our attention to personal hygiene
items. Everyone wants to smell fresh as a daisy when the weather starts
warming up!

We still need Kroger bags with handles. PLEASE NO MORE EGG CARTONS!
Clothing: No more adult winter clothes or coats please. No more size 36 men's
jeans. No more knit hats or scarves.
Still needed: boys new underwear and socks-all sizes; women's 2X-4X sizes.
Linens: Queen & King sheets and pillowcases-clean with size marked on tape.
Senior Rides: Still needed-5 additional drivers and 1 additional coordinator.
Blessings to all,

Vicki Crew
PAGE 06

Dinner at
Anna's
Tuesday,
March 10, 2020
6:00 pm

Two simple words - Thank you - doesn't seem to be enough to express how grateful I
am to everyone who "played" a part in making the Dinner Theatre "Men Aren't From
Venus" a success. In the end it reminds me of several things - I am so blessed to be
a part of the Shalom Family, EVERYONE has a "talent" from God and I am so thankful
to be able to share HIS message openly and joyfully.
With that being said THANK YOU to the actors, actresses, line callers, practice
actor/actresses fill-ins, A/V, backstage crew, cooks, kitchen crew, waiters, waitresses,
ad hoc Moms on call, program maker, assistant director, everyone who prayed for us,
everyone who attended the play and anyone who just asked "Hey, how is it going?" or
completed some other task I have inadvertently forgotten at the moment. I am truly
thankful for you all and was so touched through this whole process.
For those of you already asking when will the next play be...STAY TUNED
(insert dramatic music!)
With a grateful heart,
Rhonda Neal
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athletics & Rec.
Walking
Every Tuesday
9am-11am
Come and enjoy
your mornings in
a safe and dry
environment!

Basketball
Monday:
6:45pm-Elementary
7:45pm-Adults & Youth
Wednesday:
7:45pm-Adults & Youth

Pickleball
Every Friday
6pm-8pm
Remember to wear supportive
tennis shoes and enter the
gym from the back of the
church!

Fun & Games
Every Thursday
10:00am-12:00pm
Come play Dominoes, Phase 10
or Skip-Bo! Just bring yourself
and a friend!

Youth Update

I was drowning. Yes it's true. I was in a wave pool at a
water park in southern Maine with hundreds of other
people enjoying the escape from the heat when the
wave machine started. The waves slowly developed
creating a feeling of being on a giant waterbed. Quite
relaxing, until the operators cranked up the machine
and the waves got bigger and faster. In the process of
escaping to the shallow end of the pool, a swimmer,
carried by a wave, slammed into me! Under I
went...twice. Anxious? Absolutely! It took me forever
to get out. Thank God HE saw me struggling in my
anxiety He gave me peace and strength to get out of
harms way. You know, at times, all of us feel like no
one sees us overwhelmed and 'drowning' in a pool of
anxious moments. Remember the days of your youth?
Who did you cry out to for help...if you had anyone at
all you really trusted. Our youth, are overwhelmed
with SO many issues that produce anxiety which lead
to...well, fill in the blank. I thank God for the
opportunity for our teens to have adults to come
alongside them with their personal faith life
experiences to learn from. Please continue to pray for
our youth and those who minister to our youth for
strength, peace and wisdom as we come alongside to
share faith life experiences that will reap an
awareness of God's ready help every day for
everything. (Philippians 4:6-7)
(You may wonder if I have gone back into a wave pool.
No. I have found other ways to get comfortably cool in
the summer. There is a thine line between faith and
foolishness. Life experience learned.)
In His Love & Service on behalf of the Youth
Committee,
Craig R. Secor, Chairman
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Shalom Baptist Church
8116 Walnut Grove Road
Mechanicsville, VA 23111

"Trust in the Lord
with all of your
heart"
Proverbs 3:5

March Anniversaries

March Birthday's

19th
20th
22nd
23rd
26th
28th
29th
30th

3rd
4th
5th
6th

Kevin & Christy Lane
Glen & Millie Daniel
Tommy & Jackie Owens
Leif & Gretchen West
Roy & Janice Carswell
Gary & Liz Whitt
Brian & Kathy Seebeck
Jimmy & Denise Daniel

7th
9th
10th
12th
14th
15th
16th
19th

20th
22nd

Sherrie Balsley
23rd
Ronnie Hardy
24th
Deborah Wright
Evelyn Loftis
26th
Jeremy Luck
Jaydon Wilson
27th
Betty Leadbetter
Millie Daniel
28th
Margaret Higgins 29th
Gail DeFeo
Joan Durvin
Charity Baker
30th
Edie Spicer
Francie Bell
Carson Brooks
June Cross
Mitzi Hubble
Ashley Clear
Judy Coiner
Sydney Dunn
Bob Vaughan
Mary Lee Wilberger
Carey Bell
Randy Crew
Peggy Lambert

Leyna Neal
Virginia Clark
Jean Gifford
Sonya Blommel
Shirley Leftwich
Peggy Hedgepeth
Doris Lowry
Allen Layne
Brian Bartrug
Matt Johnston
Trish Woodson
Byron Blake

