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The Branch

“I am the vine, you are the branches.”
John 15:5

St. George’s Episcopal Church

February 2018

Salinas, California

Members of the 2018 Vestry: Pete Wagley, Dulce Munoz,
Margie Sokotowski (Senior Warden), Diana Cervantes, Richard Smith
(Assistant Treasurer), Alexandria Cervantes (Clerk), Lynn Fischer,
Elrond Lawrence and Fr. Richard Smith (Priest in Charge).
Joan Dresser (Junior Warden) was out of town.
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Our Mission Statement
St. George’ Church
Is a community of Christians that
Worships joyfully,
Provides fellowship,
Serves the community,
Invites others into Christ’s Family,
And Strives to grow in spiritual maturity

Family Happens Here
The Annual Meeting 2018
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Valley View …
February promises to be a busy month, so mark your
calendars now before time passes you by. The Super Bowl is
only the beginning of excitement, pitchers and catchers report
on the 13th, a new season begins to unfold ….
On the church front Ash Wednesday is celebrated in the second full week of the
month. In God’s great Gregorian Calendar humor, Ash Wednesday (aka Valentine’s
Day) is on the 14th and Easter falls on April 1 (no joke there). Look for Soup and
Conversation on Wednesday evenings in Lent, beginning on the 21st and concluding on
March 21st.
Of course with Lent comes Lent Madness. Copies of the Saintly Scorecard, which give
brief biographies of the saints in the competition, are available on Sundays in the
church or weekdays in the office. You may check the daily results in the parish hall or
online at lentmadness.org. While you’re on line be sure to VOTE each day for your
choice of saint.
On the third weekend of the month we commit Dee Short into God’s eternal care at a
Memorial Service for her in the church at 11 am. All are invited. All are also invited the
next day for a celebration of Vi Murphy’s 100th birthday which will be held at Parasio
Vineyards at 2 pm. Please call Sandi Gibson to RSVP at 541-837-3670.
Peace,

Richard

The Pastor’s Schedule
As our interim priest, Richard Leslie will conduct services on
Sundays and special days and normally be in the office on
Thursdays and Fridays to speak with members of St. George’s
parish family—unless he has a meeting or is visiting the sick. If
you wish to meet with him during any of the following office
hours, please call the church office to confirm that he is there.
On the following dates, Fr. Leslie will be at the Church:
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February

Office hours on the 1st and 2nd
Office hours on the 8th (afternoon), and 9th
Services at 8 and 10 am on the 11th
Ash Wednesday Services on the 14th (imposition of ashes and Holy Communion)
Office hours on the 16th
Memorial service for Dee Short on the 17th
Services at 8 and 10 am on the 18th
Soup and Conversation on the 21st (evening)
Office hours on the 22nd (afternoon) and on the 23rd
Services at 8 and 10 am on the 25th
Soup and Conversation on the 28th (evening)

March

Office hours on the 1st and 2nd
Services at 8 and 10 am on the 4th
Office hours on the 8th and 9th
Services at 8 and 10 am on the 11th
Services at 8 and 10 am on the 18th
Office hours on the 21st and 22nd
Palm Sunday services at 8 and 10 am on the 25th
Maundy Thursday service on the 29th
Good Friday services on the 30th

April

Easter services at 8 and 10 am on the 1st.
Office hours on the 5th and 6th
Services at 8 and 10 am on the 8th
Office hours on the 12th and 13th
Services at 8 and 10 am on the 15th
Office hours on the 19th and 20th
Services at 8 and 10 am on the 22nd
Office hours on the 26th and 27th
Services at 8 and 10 am on the 29th

Fr. Richard’s cell phone: 510-331-3698

Soup and Conversation
Every Wednesday Evening in Lent, starting on the 21st. The topic
of conversation for the first Wednesday will be St. George’s
Restoration Plan: Where are we going and how are we going to
get there? We will gather at about 6 pm.
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Greetings from your Senior Warden:
I have been chosen as the Senior Warden by the new vestry after the
Annual Meeting on January 28, 2018. The new Junior Warden, Joan
Dresser was chosen at the same time. We also voted for an incredible
Vestry who will work hard this coming year to sustain the
congregation. All of us who will represent St. George’s congregation this year will need your
faithful prayers so please pray for us as you go about your day.
FYI the Restoration Committee will meet with the Diocese here at St. George’s on Thursday,
February 8th. at 1:30 to discuss the General Plan which is part of the Restoration Plan process.
All interested members of the congregation are welcome to attend. In addition, during Lent at
the Soup and Conversation gathering we will be discussing the ongoing process of the
Restoration Plan. All members of the congregation were e-mailed a copy of the Restoration Plan
several weeks ago. If you did not receive your copy please let me know.
If anyone has any questions or concerns, please contact me at my home (831 663- 4293).
Sincerely,

Margie Sokotowski, Senior Warden
Touchstone Senior Luncheon: With the
support we have received from our parish and recent
fundraisers, we are able to provide our regular monthly
“Senior’s Luncheon” at St. George’s Parish Hall on the third
Tuesday every month. The next Senior Luncheons will be held
on February 20th. . This is a chance to get out of the house,
enjoy great food, and engage in good conversation.

Shrove Tuesday Pot Luck at St. Paul’s Church
Since St. George’s is not having a traditional Shrove Tuesday Pancake dinner this year, we have
been cordially invited to join the parish family of St. Paul’s Church for a Pot Luck dinner. Some
amateur entertainment is usually offered at St. Paul’s on Shrove Tuesday and this year should be
no exception.

Ash Wednesday Services:

February 14th

Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes at Noon and 7 pm.
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We hope that as many people from St. George’s Church will attend this performance on March
2nd at St. Paul’s. Fr. Richard, his wife Kathy, and Lynn Fischer will all be singing in the
Camerata Singers. Pay what you can for tickets by prior order or at the door. A portion of all
proceeds will go to Dorothy’s Place in Salinas and Gathering for Women in Monterey, two
organizations that support people in need.
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Notes from the Annual Meeting
Each month the editor will include a summary of decisions and actions
from the previous month’s Vestry Meeting. Elected Vestry Members,
Clergy, and other officers of the Church meet together, usually after the
second worship service on the 3rd Sunday of the month. This past month
we held our Annual Meeting of the Congregation to elect new members for the Vestry. This was
followed by a short Vestry Meeting to elect the Senior and Junior Wardens. The following is an account
of what happened at the Annual Meeting for those who were unable to attend:

John Walworth and Richard Smith receiving the Servant Leader Award for their
several years of faithful service to St. George’s Church as Treasurer and Assistant
Treasurer. Guadalupe Sylvester also received the Servant Leader Award.
Fr. Leslie presented the printed annual reports of ministries to the congregation and
recommended that congregation members read them with the thought of participating in one or
more of the ministries in the new year. (Printed copies of the Annual Report on Ministries in
2017 are available at the Church office.)
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Finance Report:
A review of our financial statement, referring to spreadsheets printed in the Annual Report for
2017, was provided by our Assistant Treasurer, Richard Smith. Richard stated that as a result of
our becoming an aided parish (with a reduced fair share remittance to the diocese) and with an
Interim Priest-in-charge, St. George’s church can meet its financial obligations and possible
conclude the year with a surplus. At the end of 2017 we had a net surplus of $27,376.48 and the
projected surplus for 2018 is over $14,000. Richard called our attention to the Financial Report
in the Annual Report on Ministries and to the proposed Cash Flow Budget for 2018 that appears
on the last pages.
Restoration Committee:
A report on the work of the Restoration Committee was given by Margie Sokotowski,
Committee Chair. Margie stated that a copy of the Interim Report of the Restoration Committee
had been emailed earlier to all members of the congregation for whom we have email addresses.
For those who do not have email, Lynn Fischer will provide a printed copy on request. This
report has been submitted to the Diocese for review and we are to meet the representatives of the
diocese on February 8th, it is clear that the committee should now develop a more detailed
strategic plan for the four-year restoration period.
Election of New Vestry Members and Delegates to the Annual Convention
Six Vestry positions were available to be filled for this year due to resignations and rotations.
Three, 3-year terms needed to be filled along with one 2-year term, and two 1-year terms.
Ballots were distributed at the tables which carried the names of nominees for Vestry, who had
agreed in advance to stand for election for three-year terms and for one- or two-year terms to
complete the terms of resigned Vestry members:
Pete Wagley
Lynn Fischer
Elrond Lawrence
Richard Smith

3-year
3-year
2-year
1-year

Diana Cervantes
Peter Ochoa
Nancy Skidmore

1-year
1-year
1-year

Nominations on the ballot to elect two Convention Delegates were also on the ballot. Two were
nominated: Lynn Fischer and Laura Lawrence
Presentation of the Servant Leader Award
Fr. Leslie stated that there was a clear choice for this year’s Servant Leader Award: The award
went to John Walworth and Richard Smith for their several years of devoted financial
management of the parish and to Guadalupe Sylvester for her excellent leadership of the parish
during her two years as Senior Warden. Fr. Leslie commented that John and Richard’s
competent management of our finances and Guadalupe’s guidance of the parish through a
challenging transitional period made his life as Interim Priest much easier than it might have
been.
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Election Results
At the conclusion of the meeting it was announced that by our ballot counter, Pat Walworth, that
the following nominees were elected by the congregation to the open Vestry positions:
Pete Wagley
Lynn Fischer
Elrond Lawrence

3-year term
3-year term
2-year term

Diana Cervantes
Richard Smith

1-year term
1-year term

Confirmed by the congregation as delegated to the convention were Laura Lawrence and Lynn
Fischer.

Notes on the Vestry Meeting that followed the Annual Meeting
Officers of the Vestry
Fr. Richard Leslie announced his nominations for Senior and Junior Wardens. He stated that this
selection was approved by the Bishop with whom he had consulted. The nominations were also approved
by the Vestry: Margie Sokotowski for Senior Warden and Joan Dresser for Junior Warden. Fr.
Richard also asked Alex Cervantes to become the Clerk of the Vestry and our Treasurer and Assistant
Treasurer to continue in their current roles.
Old Business
Updates on Parish Improvements: A message was sent to the Vestry by Joan Dresser who was out of
town. Joan stated that interior painting and replacement of the ceiling tiles with acoustical panels has been
completed and next month burned-out bulbs will be replaced. Secondly, a fence around a play area next
to the parish hall will be completed by the end of February. Lastly, all security cameras are now in
operational order.
Update on the Community Garden: Lynn announced that the Community Gardeners plan to begin
relocating the Community Garden on February 24 by moving 10 to 15 raised bed frames to the new
location behind the Sanctuary building. Other frames will follow as they become available. The old site
will gradually be abandoned due to problems with security.
New Business
The Vestry Retreat will take place on March 3rd from 9:30 am to 3 pm at a location to be determined.
Richard Smith asked the Vestry to approve the transfer of $1,115 from the Masker Trust to the Buildings
and Grounds account so that we can maintain at least a balance of $5,000 in that account. Secondly,
Richard asked that the Vestry increase the budget for music to $12,000 to allow for the employment of
Norm Green or another guitar soloist each Sunday at the !0 am service.
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Mark your Calendar
Salinas Warming Shelter, Sunday February 18th.

St. George’s will again
team up with St. Paul’s to provide meals to homeless families on the 3 Sunday of each month in
which the warming shelter is open. Tina says that the plan is to cook the meal at St. Paul’s that
Sunday afternoon. We will need chef’s assistants and people willing to serve the meal at the
shelter at 6 pm. You do not need to do both. We are also hoping to get some people to bake
cookies. A sign-up sheet will be in the Parish Hall each Sunday service prior to the 18th.
rd

Coming on March 15th
Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based preventive health screenings,
will offer their affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings at St George's
Episcopal Church on 3/15/2018.
Five screenings will be offered that scan for potential health problems related to: blocked
arteries which is a leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead to a
ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a strong predictor of heart
disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat which is closely tied to stroke risk; and a
bone density screening, for men and women, used to assess the risk of osteoporosis.
Register for a Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening
from $149 ($139 with our member discount). All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to
complete. In order to register for this event and to receive a $10 discount off any
package priced above $129, please call 1-888-653-6441 or visit
www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle or text the word circle to 797979

Vestry Retreat, March 3rd
For members and officers of the Vestry, the 2018 Annual Vestry Retreat will be held
on March 3rd starting at 9:30 am and concluding at3 pm. The location will be
confirmed soon.
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June 2017
February
2018
Sunday

4

Monday

5

Tuesday

6

11

12

13

Sunday Services
at 8 and 10 am

Eat, Pray, Love 6 pm

Intercessions 1 pm
Finance Committee 5pm

18

19

Sunday Services
at 8 and 10 am
Warming Shelter

Sunday Services
at 8 and 10 am

7

Intercessions 1 pm

Sunday Services
at 8 and 10 am

25

Wednesday

26

14

Thursday

Friday

1

2

3

8

9

10

Restoration Committee
1:30 pm

Office Staff 9 am
Food Pantry 10:30 am

15

16 Office Staff 9 am 17

ASH WEDNESDAY

Office Staff 9 am
Food Pantry 10:30-am

Food Pantry 10:30-am

Services at noon
and 7 pm

20

21

22

Touchstone Luncheon
Intercessions 1 pm

Soup & Conversation
6 pm.

Restoration Committee
1:39 pm

27

28

Intercessions 1 pm

Soup & Conversation
6 pm.
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Saturday

23

Memorial Service for
Dee Short 10:30 am

24

Office Staff 9 am
Food Pantry 10:30 am

AA every Monday through Friday at 12 noon,
and Tuesdays at 7 pm. NA every Wednesday and Friday at 7 pm
Al-Anon every Saturday at 9:30

St. George’s Episcopal Church
98 Kip Drive, Salinas, California, 93906
Diocese of El Camino Real
(831) 449-6709
www.stgeorgessalinas.org
Clergy, Vestry, and Officers

Bishop and Rector
The Rt. Rev. Mary Gray-Reeves
Interim Priest-in-Charge
The Rev. Richard B. Leslie
Deacons
The Rev. Tina Heidmann
The Rev. Hope Garcia (retired)
Senior Warden
Margie Sokotowski

Birthdays in February
Hope DeLeon
Saray Hernandez
Doroteo Tade
Alyssa Ayala
Ignacio Casipit
Angie Hernandez
Mirna Margarito
Eliza Ochoa
Nancy Skidmore
Paula Walker
Viola Murphy
Jeanne Dahl
Alondra Rojas
Sharon Barnes

Junior Warden
Joan Dresser
Vestry Members
Joan Dresser
Margie Sokotowski

Lynn Fischer
Pete Wagley

Dulce Munoz
Richard Smith

Elrond Lawrence
Diana Cervantes

Treasurer

John Walworth
Assistant Treasurer

Richard Smith
Clerk of the Vestry

Alexandria Cervantes
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3rd
6th
6th
8th
9th
10th
14th
16th
17th
18th
18th (100th Birthday)
20th
21st
25th

