
How to Inspect your 

Playground – Tools and 

Forms

By: Don May – TF Harper



Where do you start?

 1. Obtain a copy of the CPSC Playground Safety Manual.

 2. Obtain a copy of your playground layout from the manufacturer.

 3. Download a Playground Inspection form and make your own to 

match your playground(s). * you may need multiple set to match the 

number of playground structures or components at your School 

District.

 4. Read the CPSC Manual to find the safety measurements for the 

playground components that you have.





Inspection Forms

 1. Low frequency or high frequency inspection forms.

 2. It depends on the usage of your playground.

 3. Do the neighbors use your playground after hours?

 4. Do you have frequent vandalism of your playground?

 5. How old is your playground?







Inspection Form Sections

 Surfacing

 General Hazards

 Play Structures

 Swings

 Slides

 Monkey Bars



Inspection Form Sections

 Zip Line

 Merry Go Rounds

 Walkway Bridge

 Use Zones

 Maintenance Issues, Fall Zone Material, Concrete 

footings, Corrosion, Sharp Objects, Bolt threads?



Playground Inspection Tools?



Best Tool Available!



Inspecting Your  Playground

 1. Observation, Observation!

 2. Refer to your Inspection Form and the dimensions in the CPSC 

Manual.

 3. Understand the difference between Fall Height and Critical Fall 

Height.

 4. Safety for Monkey Bars

 For monkey bars or upper body equipment, the highest part of the structure 

to the surfacing determines the Fall Height. This means that the Critical 

Height must be as tall or taller than the monkey bars. ASTM 8.3.6



Fall Zone Materials





From CPSC Manual



Seesaws

 Check CPSC





What is Wrong?



What is wrong?



What is Wrong?



What is Wrong?



What is Wrong?
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