www.skmhta.com
Please Note:
Our next monthly meeting
is Tuesday, October 10th
held at Suhmer’s Saloon
Eagle 6:30 PM

Thank you to everyone who pitched in,
sponsored, donated, and attended our fall
fundraiser! We had a great event! We truly
appreciate all your efforts! Peek inside for
all the details on the big event!

Fall 2017
Letter From the President:
Hi All!
This is the first year in 15 years of horse
ownership I haven’t had time for trail riding
– which is especially crazy for me
considering I just moved to property right
on the Eagle trails! It seems like all my time
spent is spent cutting, fixing, and
maintaining; it can be overwhelming and I
have been grateful for all those friends and
family who have pitched in to help me.
This summer the DNR has spent a great
deal of time mowing & clearing dead
/diseased ash trees – with the loss of
equipment and resources, they are feeling
the strain of trying to keep up maintenance
on their beautiful property. So please
remember how important a group like ours
is to the DNR and for improvements and
maintenance on the Southern Kettle
Moraine Trails and campground.
All the projects and maintenance we do are
in coordination with WI DNR and allow all
trail users to benefit. We need to continue
supporting all those working so diligently
to keep our trails and campground
beautiful and safe for the present users and
for future generations to enjoy. If you use
the campground or love our trails, please
ask how you can show your support.
Please join us – as a member, volunteer,
sponsor or donor. I would love to meet you,
your family and your 4-legged friends.
Kim Jaye, SKMHTA President

Sponsor Spotlight
Our group has been
so fortunate in having
the opportunity to
work with some of our
areas finest and most
gracious businesses
and individuals. In this issue, we would like
to recognize the contributions of a brand
new local business and sponsor.

New Contributor:
Twisted Fork Saddle Shop contributed in 2017 to
SKMHTA as $75 Gold Sponsors for the Annual
Fall Fundraiser and donated prize basket & gift
certificate for raffle prizes.

Twisted Fork Saddle Shop
Craig Wiegand, Owner
103 West Main Street
Eagle, WI 53119
262-899-0183
Store Hours:
Tues. – Sat. 10AM – 7PM
Sunday –- 10 AM – 5 PM
Closed on Mondays

Getting involved with
SKMHTA:

One Stop Shop -A full service leather shop, Craig
can fit and custom build a saddle, do leather repair,
and saddle cleaning. He really loves working on
unique projects with special meaning to customers –
anything from designing a leather wallet or belt for
a special occasion to giving new life to an old
saddle.
Twisted Fork is not just limited to saddles but also

Craig opened the doors to his leather repair and
saddle shop in November 2016 – finally turning a

carries apparel and accessories and recently

leather hobby in his basement into his dream

cowboy hats now for sale in store.

business on Main Street. Once the doors opened,
SKMHTA member Tara LeRoy happened by with
needed saddle repairs and a friendship soon
started. With Twisted Fork relying on the horse
community to keep his doors open, it made sense
to partner up with one of the best known group of
horse and trail enthusiasts in the area.

Getting There:
Located at 103 West Main Street in Eagle, WI,
Twisted Fork sits in the heart of Eagle. Situated
right across the street from Suhmer’s Saloon and
their popular horse corrals, it is easily accessible
whether you ride or drive there.

announced the addition of top quality Resistol

If you are in need of
tack repair, have a
saddle that needs
cleaning, shopping
for a new cowboy
hat, or ready for a
custom fit and built
saddle, stop in to
see Craig and say
“Hi!”
SKMHTA truly
appreciates sponsors
like Craig and The
Twisted Fork Saddle Shop! Thank you!
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Look What We’ve Been Up To:

Obstacle Course Mowed

New Manure Pits Installed

Thanks to our Trail Coordinator Chad
Reichenberger and his family, the HWY S obstacle
course was
trimmed up
on August 20.
With all the
extra rain this
summer, the
grass and
weeds have
kept us all
busy!

Thanks to a joint effort between SKMHTA and WI
DNR, six new
concrete
manure pits
were already
installed at
Horseriders
Campground to
replace the
dilapidated wooden ones. Watch for a few more
replacements to come – with four more pits, the
entire campground will have all concrete pits in
place.

New Parking Area Under
Construction
We are pleased to share that construction is
underway for a new parking area on HWY ZZ for
horse trailers! There is still much work to be done
and funds to be raised before completion, but the
club is working closely with WI DNR on
development of this wonderful addition! Gravel,
hitching posts, picnic tables, and water pipe are just
a few items that will be needed here. If you can
contribute to the development of this project, please
contact SKMHTA at SKMHTAnews@gmail.com

Just a Reminder:
Hunting Season is here
When riding the trails, please remember we are
sharing the forest with others and fall hunting
season is upon us. Please be safe and respectful of
others. Orange and/or reflective safety vests
(available at DNR headquarters, Walmart, Amazon
for as little as $5), hats, halters, saddle blankets
and/or bells can make others aware of your
approach and make both you and your horse visible.

2017 Wisconsin Deer Hunting Season:

2017 WI Turkey Hunting Season:

2017 WI Pheasant Hunting Season:
Pheasant Statewide Oct. 14 (9 AM)–Dec. 31†
Progress as of June on new parking lot – lot
is cleared and leveled

For complete hunting season schedule, please see:
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/hunt/dates.html
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8th Annual Fall Roundup Fundraiser
Our 8th Annual Fall Roundup Fundraiser is finished!
This year’s event was organized by SKMHTA Vice
President, Jean Keller and Treasurer, Tara LeRoy
and netted $3900. Although the total was not as
high as last year’s record setting event, it was our
2nd best event ever thanks to the combined efforts of
our many dedicated volunteers, gracious sponsors,
and incredible donors!!

SKMHTA JR member – 8-year-old Bailey LeRoy
once again contributed a special “Kids Corner” with
guessing game she created and sold 50/50 raffle
tickets. Bailey also enjoyed camping all weekend
with her pony (pictured below) and worked hard
helping with set up, registration, raffles, and
cleanup for the event.

A huge tent & extra tables set up and provided
plenty of covered seating.
Campers and day riders filled the campground and
trail riders started heading out as early as 9 AM.
Club merchandise and raffle tickets were sold
throughout the day. Dinner was serve at 4:00 PM,
catered once again by Bon Ton Bakery of Jefferson.
Don Clemons of Culligan Water generously
donated bottled water. Desserts, other drinks, tents
and tables were provided by SKMHTA members.
Dinner was followed by raffle drawings, silent
auction winners, 50/50 raffle winners announced,
and a live auction.

Contributors to the event included the following:
$75 Gold Sponsors: A.J. Anich Lumber/ Pal Steel;
Casserly Veterinary Services; Citizens Bank; The
Corral Trailer Sales; Culligan Water Conditioning;
DAE Transport Services, Inc; Friends of Nature;
Hags on Nags Saddle Club; Lower Spring Lake BP;
Racer Placers Inc; Route 67 Ranch; Suhmer’s
Saloon; Twisted Fork Saddle Shop, Holyland
Donkey Haven, Inc.; Triebold Outdoor Power; and
West 20 Ranch and Saddle Company.
$25 Silver Sponsors: Banco Insurance Services;
First Citizens State Bank; Meyers Electric; 4Lakes
Pest Control; The Kettle of Eagle, LLC

Chad Reichenberger lit the bonfire and roasted
marshmallows were enjoyed with several of our JR
members after event cleanup was completed.
4

Raffle prizes and silent auction items for the
event were all generously donated by area
businesses, individuals, and SKMHTA members.
Local businesses were especially supportive, with
the majority of the Palmyra and Eagle business
making a donation. The highest value donations
included a $300 custom wood saddle stand from
Hammered Horse Products, $300 Annual
Membership from McMiller Sports Center; $300
Firewood Gift Certificate from Country Landscapes
and Tree Service, LLC; $250 of hardwood mulch
and $150 of wood chips from Interstate Tree &
Land Clearing; $240 of natural horse treats from
Front Porch Pets, $150 in gift certificates from Big
Sky Fur Dressers; and $50 in gift certificates from
Backyard Bikes

Donations for raffle and silent auction were also
received from the following businesses:
Cornerstone Restaurant, Palmyra True Value, Jim N
Judy’s, Subway of Palmyra, Wings-N-Things,
Citgo, Dream-A-Horse, Friends of Nature, Precision
Chiropractic, Squidy’s Bar, West 20 Ranch &
Saddle Company, Gait Ways LLC, Seven Seas
Restaurant, Genoa Pizza, C.J’s Coffee and Cream,
Twisted Fork Saddle Shop, Geneva Lakes Jewelry,
Insight FS, Hot Rod Bar & Grill, Lucky Dog
Daycare, Elkhorn Veterinary Clinic, The Trout
House at Rushing Waters, The Garden Mart, and
Culligan Water.

Our Featured Live Auction Item pictured above –
A custom saddle stand donated by Hammered
Horse Products. This item earned the highest bid
for the day with a $175 bid. Thank you, Bob
Michaels!
Donations for raffle prizes and silent auction
items were made by the following individuals:
Cindy Didion, Gary and Sue Press, Amy Janacek,
Sheri Haviza, Tara LeRoy, Kim Jaye, Amber
Keller, Pauline Stollenwork, Laura & Don
Clemmons, Gene Burlingham, Sandra Shorr, Nancy
Krueger, Shirley McCormick and Susan Riggan
The event’s top cash donors included: $400
donation from Dr. and Mrs. Steven Falk of
Janesville. Additional donations of $5 - $10 each
were received from Debi Smith; Diane DiDiana,
Kelly Dickson, Tara LeRoy, Penny Fosholdt and
4-Lakes Pest Control
Event Visitors Included: WI DNR Elias Wilson
visited and spoke with club board members about
forest activities, project status and ideas for 2018.

Preparing the display of some of the many raffle
baskets

The day’s event also garnered a surprise visit from
State Senator Stephen Nass, whom had heard many
great things about our campground and wanted to
see it firsthand!
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We Need You for Upcoming Elections
President, Treasurer, Trail Coordinator
Positions. Volunteers also sought for PR /
Newsletter, Membership Chair, Fundraiser
Coordinator, Social / Event Coordinator
In January we will
be electing new
officers. Please
consider joining our
team of dedicated
volunteers and
submit your
nomination, or
nominate
someone you know, for one of the
following positions:
President – 2 Year Term
• Presides at all meetings of the Board of
Directors & members
• Manages the day-to-day matters of the club
Treasurer – 2 Year Term
• Maintains custody of funds and maintains all
financial records, pays expenses
• Provides monthly financial report to the
Board, annual report to membership
• Maintains current membership list
Trail Coordinator – 2 Year Term
• Works with other Trail Coordinator to
arrange trail clean-ups and oversees all club
projects
• Communicates with
DNR personnel
• Takes care of any issues
related to the trails that
are the club’s
responsibility, such as the
obstacle course and
mounting blocks

******************************
Volunteers also being sought for
Membership Chair to recruit & welcome new
members
Fundraiser Coordinator(s) -To lead &
organize annual fundraiser event
PR / Newsletter – Produce & distribute
quarterly newsletters, submit press releases to
media for upcoming & completed events
Social / Event Coordinator – Organize social
/fun events, clinics or seminars
Without volunteers ready to pass the
baton to, our great work cannot continue!
Please consider lending a helping hand in
2018!
******************************

Important Phone Numbers
Please add these numbers to your cell phone:
Wisconsin DNR: 262-594-6200.
This number can be used to advise DNR of trail
conditions needing attention, apprise of emergency
situations, or report suspicious activity.
Check Trail Conditions: 262-594-6202
If conditions are questionable, please check if
trails are open before heading out
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Mark Your Calendars:
SKMHTA monthly meetings held the second
Tuesday of every month, in the upstairs dining

JUST A NOTE….

room at Suhmer’s Saloon in Eagle at 6:30 PM. For

*********

more information, contact Kim Jaye, SKMHTA
President, 262-560-9590 or via email at

IDEAS & COORDINATORS

SKMHTAnews@gmail.com

NEEDED FOR WINTER

October 6 – 8 DRAWarama Endurance Ride,

SEMINARS OR SOCIAL

Horseriders Campground, Palmyra

ACTIVITIES

Tuesday, October 10 SKMHTA Monthly Meeting
at Suhmer’s Saloon in Eagle. 6:30 PM

LET US KNOW IF

Sunday, October 29 SKMHTA Breakfast Fun Ride

YOU CAN HELP

at HWY S Trailhead in Eagle. Coffee & Doughnuts

***********

at 9 AM, ride at 10. Costumes option for added fun!
Saturday, November 11 – SKMHTA Holiday Gala
at Ivan’s on the Square in East Troy
Tuesday, November 14 SKMHTA Monthly
Meeting at Suhmer’s Saloon in Eagle. 6:30 PM
Saturday, December 2 – Annual Ride & Chili

In Case You Missed It:

Dump at Winterhorse Park Icelandic Farm in Eagle
Saturday, January 13 (date tentative) – SKMHTA
Annual Meeting at DNR Headquarters in Eagle. 10
AM

Our Previous Meetings at Suhmer’s
Saloon were busy ones! A few new members were
welcomed and status updates were provided for
current projects. The following items were also
addressed:
•

If You Have an Idea to share or just
questions to ask, please join us at our monthly

•

meetings at Suhmer’s Saloon, come see us at a
scheduled event, rope a SKMHTA board
member or contact Kim Jaye, SKMHTA

•

Board approved purchase of additional
concrete manure pits which were installed at
Horseriders Campground this summer
Development of additional parking area on
HWY ZZ has begun and discussion of how
SKMHTA can contribute
Dates for October Fun Ride & November
Holiday Gala set.

President, via email at
SKMHTAnews@gmail.com

7

SKMHTA Shirts Available
We still have available limited quantity and sizes
for purchase 2016 short sleeve navy or red T-shirts
for $10. Navy long-sleeve shirts for $ 20. Green
short sleeve t-shirts for 2017 are $15. All proceeds
benefit the trails and campground. Wear yours
proudly to show your support! Order yours online
today at www.skmhta.com or email
2fatponies@gmail.com

Corral Trailer Sales on parts & service). Your
membership fee can be quickly recouped in savings
only available to SKMHTA members! Members
have access to clinics and seminars, fun rides, and
so much more!
If you haven’t enrolled already, please consider
becoming a member (and bring a friend, neighbor,
or relative) and help support our projects to improve
and maintain equestrian campgrounds and horse
trails in the Southern Kettle Moraine. Online
enrollment is available at www.skmhta.com or
print and mail your payment with membership
forms found on our website or Facebook page.

Annual Membership Dues
Annual Membership Dues are $25 per household.
Membership dues go towards improvements and
maintenance of the horse trails and campground in
the Southern Kettle
Moraine.
Member benefits include
quarterly newsletters,
discounts with
participating sponsors
(Wings-N-Things of
Join now!
Palmyra offering the
popular discount cards
exclusively to SKMHTA members for 2017 & new
this year is “members only” discounts at The

Campers like these appreciate our efforts!

Please Remember to support all our
many wonderful sponsors and thank
our many hardworking volunteers!!
Thank you to all who donated to, sponsored,
volunteered or attended our Annual Fundraiser!
Thank you to Dr. Steven & Kim Falk for their
generous $400 donation to the club in September!
Their continued support is incredible and as cash
donations their contributions have been unmatched!

Check out our website at www.skmhta.com and like us on Facebook.
Ideas and feedback about this newsletter can be sent to
Tara LeRoy, SKMHTA Trail Talk Editor-in-Chief, at SKMHTA@gmail.com
Tips & Tricks:
Heavy Duty Magnetic Hooks can add instant storage in your steel trailer and are
strong enough to hang bridles, helmets, spurs, etc.
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