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FROM OUR PRESIDENT
Oh, where are you Spring? Despite the cold and snowy weather, I feel the days are getting longer. There is a bit of sunshine
peeking through the clouds now and then. I am talking to colleagues about Spring and Summer projects. At our March meeting, we will be talking about upcoming project and event opportunities. EARTH Day is coming, the Tri-town Butterfly Garden will
be waking up, and of course our plant sale is coming. Additionally,
I know many of us have “gigs” going on like the Miller Beach Garden Club and Big River. As for me, I am reaching out to Reavis
School in Lansing, IL to talk to the kids and their EARTH program. I have a speaking date at Wild Birds Unlimited. I am also
trying to line up an open house with the Friends of Shirley
Heinze at my place.
After our regularly scheduled meeting on March 2nd, we will
have a Board Meeting. A topic I would like to address is how we
go about selling merchandise like books, T-shirts, etc… We have
limited opportunities throughout the year when we put our merchandise up for sale and I think we need to be very smart about
our whole merchandise management effort. This means we
should look at our process end-to-end on how we go about buying,
storing, and selling merchandise. The second thing we should talk
about is coordinating any group efforts we have for volunteering.
The meeting is open for officers, committee chairs, and members.
Thanks Team!
Karl Ackermann

February Winer Sowing Workshop Review - by Kim Moor
Last month, Dolly Foster
presented us with a workshop
on Winter Sowing. The
‘house’ was packed & I’m
pretty sure everyone had a
blast!! I’ll review what we
learned.
Winter sowing is a way to
start your seeds early without
having to take up space in
your house, invest in expensive grow lights, etc. This
method works particularly
Continued, page 6

Visit us online at:
http://gw-wildones.org/
New Membership & Renewals:
$40 household - or - $25 student, ltd income

Send check to:

Wild Ones, 2285 Butte des Morts Beach
Rd., Neenah, WI 54956

Mark your check ‘Chapter 38’

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Monthly Meetings are held the first
Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m. at
Gibson Woods unless otherwise noted.

March 2, 2019
Drew Hart, US Forest & Daiva Gylys,
Student Conservation Association
Presenting: NWI Community Native
Tree Planting Program
Hosts: Pat Thompson, Kim Moor
April 6, 2019
Plant Sale Preparation
Plant ‘Fashion Show’
Hosts: Dawn Vanzo, Tonia Flowers
May 4, 2019

Plant Sale
Pot Luck
June 1, 2019
Field Trip: U of C Laboratory School
Outdoor Classroom
Hosts: Sharon Surdy, Mary Hackett
——————————————
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Join us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Wild-Ones-Native-PlantsNatural-Landscapes-GibsonWoods-Chapter38/528949993858676

2019 Officers
President:
Karl Ackermann
708-790-1322
acks123@sbcglobal.net
Vice –President:
Kim Moor
219-433-5731
kckim10@gmail.com
Secretary:
Tonia Flowers
(219)741-6392

ANNOUNCEMENTS
** WELCOME NEW MEMBER **
Lisa Gerardi
March 2 Presentation
Drew Hart, from the US Forestry & Daiva Gylys from the Student Conservation Association will be presenting: NWI Community Native Tree Planting Program.
The Student Conservation Association has worked in partnership with
CommuniTree to plant and maintain native trees in the northwest Indiana communities of Hammond, East Chicago, Whiting, and Gary for two years. This work is primarily supported through the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation's Chi Cal Rivers
Fund. Since the spring of 2017, the SCA has hired young people to plant over 2,000
native trees on public land in these communities. They have successfully engaged
over 1,500 volunteers and have supported over 35 public volunteer workdays. Come
learn about the strategies and partnerships that help this program be successful. Also,
find out ways to get involved in 2019!

butterflygardentf@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Karl Ackermann
Program Coordinator:
Mickey Taylor
(219)742-2775
micktec24@yahoo.com
Membership Chair:
Pat Rosenwinkel
219-865-2679
patrosen@sbcglobal.net
Newsletter Editor:
Kim Moor
Please email or call in info.
for the Newsletter by the 20th
Corresponding Secretary:
Pat Rosenwinkel
219-865-2679
patrosen@sbcglobal.net
Greenhouse Manager:
Peggy Foster
219-286-3262
omanigetwithit@comcast.net
Education Supervisor, Native
Plant Consultant/Ordering
Joy Bower, Gibson Woods
219-844-3188
Jbower1126@aol.com
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March 2 Board Meeting There will be a Board Meeting directly after the regular Business Meeting on
March 2, 2019. We will be discussing strategies for selling merchandise (books, tshirts, etc), recruitment opportunities, and upcoming events/projects for 2019.
Officers and Committee Chairs (everyone listed on pg 2 of the Newsletter) are
encouraged to attend, and all other members are welcome. Get your ideas together,
plan on sharing, and let us know how you’d like to be involved!

Plant Sale Update
Our May 4, 2019 Plant Sale Flyers AND Plant Lists are ready to distribute. Copies are enclosed with the Newsletter, and extra copies will be available at the meeting
if you need some to pass out. Please be sure to tell us of any organizations, businesses,
etc. that you will be bringing them to.

————————————-

April 6, 2019 Meeting
At this meeting, we will have our 2nd Annual ‘Plantshion’ Show, featuring new
plants for 2019. Philip Matsikas will give us a short preview of the University of Chicago Laboratory School’s outdoor classroom - which we will be visiting during our
June 1st meeting.
Most important… at this meeting, we will be filling out our volunteer roster for
the days leading up to the Plant Sale, as well as the BIG DAY. Please plan on attending this meeting so you can sign up for the position you want. We will need volunteers to set up tables on Wed, May 1. Plants will be transferred and set up at Gibson
Woods on Thur, May 2. On Friday, May 3, we will be fine tuning all the finishing
touches. All hands on deck on Sat., May 4! All hours worked on these days will be
added with your hours at the Greenhouse.
Page 2
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FEBRUARY IN THE GREENHOUSE – Photos by Kim Moor & Dianne Hoffman
The weather in February included everything from below 0 temps, snow, more cold & snow, springlike weather (including thunderstorms) & more cold! Through it all, it has stayed warm in the Greenhouse & when you
walk inside, you can see our plants coming to life! Spring plants, ferns, & shrubs were planted and are already
showing signs of life.
Check it out…

Volume 20, Issue 3

Page 3

GIBSON WOODS WILD ONES

Plant Study - New Plants for 2019

by Mickey Taylor

FLOWERING SPURGE (Euphorbia corollata)
Genus: Euphorbia
Family: Euphorbiaceae (Spurge)

Don’t let the delicateness of this loose and airy looking plant fool you. The deep taproot of Flowering spurge allows it to grow
with little attention in hot, dry, windy, and cold conditions. Euphorbia corollata can be grown in full sun to part shade, in average to dry soil, sand to clay. Flowering spurge can be aggressive.
Growing at the top of this erect plant are clusters of minute, showy white flowers with yellow centers. Blooms begin to appear in June and will last until September.

Points of Interest: All parts of flowering spurge are poisonous. The sap can cause skin irritations on sensitive skin. Flowering
spurge is known as Baby’s breath of the prairie. The common name spurge comes from Latin expurgare (to purge).
Garden Uses: Can be used as a cut flower to enhance any arrangement.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bloom Time: Summer to fall
Height: 1-3 ft. tall
Spread: 8-12 inches
Light: Full sun to filtered light
Water: Average to dry; drought tolerant
Soil: Sand, clay, slightly acidic to neutral soil.
Maintenance: Easy. It can be aggressive.
Flower Color: White
Attracts: Butterflies seeking nectar, including Karner blue butterfly

Companion Plants: Purple coneflower (Echinacea purpurea), blazing star (Liatris
spp.), wild bergamot (Monarda fistulosa), wild senna (Cassia hebecarpa), nodding onion (Allium cernuum), lance-leaved. coreopsis (Coreopsis lanceolata), and prairie dropseed (Sporobolus heterolepis).
Sources: Johnson, Lorraine. 2009. 100 Easy-To-Grow Native Plants for American Gardens in temperate Zones. Revised Edition. Firefly Books Ltd.
Buffalo. Adelman, Charlotte and Bernard L. Schwartz. 2011. Ohio University Press. Athens, Ohio.
www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=EUCO10
Photo Credit: Peter M. Dziuk, www.minnesotawildflowers.info
———————————————-

RICE-BUTTON ASTER (Symphyotrichum dumosum)

Genus: Symphyotrichum
Family: Aster
Symphyotrichum dumosum (also known as Rice Button Aster and White Bushy Aster) is a rare plant found growing in sandy
areas along the shoreline of northeast Illinois, Indiana, and Michigan. It prefers full or partial sun, dry-mesic sandy savannas,
interdunal swales, moist meadows, areas along sandy paths, and abandoned fields.
Rice Button Aster is considered an erect plant with bushy branches bearing many flowers, but it does tend to lean a bit sideways when in bloom. The flowers are white and bloom from late summer to early fall and lasts about a month.
The nectar and pollen of the flowers attract many insects, including long-tongued and shorttongued bees, wasps, butterflies, and beetles. Occasionally, the Wild Turkey will eat the leaves
and seedheads, while White-tailed Deer and rabbits eat the foliage.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bloom Time: August, September, October
Height: 1-3 ft tall
Light: Full sun to partial shade
Water: Medium moisture
Soil: dry-mesic sandy savannas, sandy soils, interdunal swales, moist meadows
Flower Color: White
Attracts: Long-tongued bees, short-tongued bees, butterflies, skippers, wasps, flies, beetles

Sources: www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?newsearch=true&search field=Symphyotrichum dumosum;
www.illinoiswildflowers.info/savanna/plants/rb_aster.htm
Photo Credits: Alan Cressler, www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?search-
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PUSSY TOES (ANTENNARIA PLANTAGINIFOLA)
Genus: Antennaria (A. plantaginifola)
Family: Aster

This species of Pussy Toes is found growing in open woodlands. The stems have a white, hairy
texture and the leaves, which grow at ground level, are a gray-green color with a silvery appearance.
Female flowers are white tinged with pink tips. Male flowers are pure white and are less fuzzy
looking. Antennaria plantaginifola is often grown more for it’s velvety leaves than for its flower.
For detailed information, please refer to www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id-plant=anpl and
www.minnensotawildflowers.info/flowers.info/plantain-leaved-pussytoes
Basal leaves have a velvety texture

Garden Uses: Can be used as a ground cover for dry areas.
•
•
•
•
•

Bloom Time: April-June
Height: 4-16”
Light: Sun-light shade
Soil: Dry to medium well-drained soil
Flower Color: Male pure white; Female flowers white tinged with pink. Small fluffy
flowers resemble dandelion heads.
• Attracts: Host plant for American painted lady butterfly and green comma. Flowers
attract the adult Eastern comma and other butterflies, skippers, moths, nectar and
pollen-seeking bees, and beneficial flies
• Resistant to: deer, rabbits, disease, and pests
Companion Plants: Blue-eyed grass, June Grass, Sideoats Grama, Alum Root

Pussy Toes emerging in early spring

Sources: Adelman, Charlotte and Bernard Schwartz. 2011. The Midwestern Native Garden an Illustrated Guide. Ohio University Press, Athens, OH
www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id-plant=anpl www.prairiesto.com/
ItemsDisplay
Photo Credits: Dziuk, Peter, www.minnesotawildflowers.info/
flowers.info/plantain-leaved-pussytoes
———————————————————-

WOOD MINT (Blephilia hirsuta)

Male flowers

Female flowers

Genus: Blephilia
Family: Lamiaceae (Mint)

Wood mint is a member of the mint family. It is clump forming and stands about 30 inches tall. It has showy blue-purple tubular flowers that appear in late May through late summer. Leaves are egg-shaped, hairy, serrated
around the edges, and come to a pointed tip. Crushed leaves emit a pleasant fragrance. The basal
leaves and stems remain green throughout winter. Blephilia hirsuta closely resembles monardas.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bloom Time: May-September
Height: 16-30 inches
Light: Full sun to part shade
Water: Medium moisture
Soil: Average, well-drained
Maintenance: Medium; susceptible to powdery mildew, foliage is often nibbled on by insects,
and plants can become tattered and unkempt by late summer.
• Flower Color: Blue, purple
• Attracts: Nectar-seeking skippers and butterflies (e.g. silvery checkerspot), interesting nectarseeking insects (bees, wasps, flies, and beetles). Birds eat the seeds.
Garden Uses: Best in native plant or open woodland gardens. Does well as a shaded border planting in home gardens.
Points of Interest: Hirsuta in Latin means hairy. Genus name comes from the Greek blepharis meaning an eyelash for the
bracts being fringed by hairs.
Sources: www.missouribotanicalgarden.org, www.minnesotawildflowers.info
Adelman, Charlotte and Bernard L. Schwartz. 2011. The Midwest Native Garden an illustrated guide. Ohio University Press, Athens, Ohio.
Photo Credit: Peter Dziuk, www.minnesotawildflowers.info
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Winter Sowing

Continued from page 1

well for our native plants, because almost all of them need a cold stratification period. This method takes care of that so you
don’t have to line your refrigerator up with a bunch of containers full of seeds. The plants get a head start in the spring, because
the jug acts as a miniature greenhouse. Plus, you won’t have to dampen off the seedlings like you would if they were grown inside.
I’ve done winter sowing before with pretty good success. Dolly shared some good helpful hints that I’m sure she’s learned
the hard way. These tips will ensure even greater success…
•
•
•
•

Put a coffee filter in the bottom of your container before adding soil (don’t forget to wet it down so it stays put). This keeps
your soil in the jug & helps to keep slugs & probably other critters from sneaking into your jug.
You need at least 4” of soil for best results. Any less, and you’ve got a constant battle with the soil drying out too quickly!
Put your jugs in a somewhat sheltered area to help them when the temps get extra frigid. It’s also a good idea to bring them
into the garage when we get one of our polar vortex’s.
Keep your jugs watered, especially when it warms up a bit. Dolly showed us how to make a mini watering jug out of a wide
-mouthed water bottle! You don’t want to just pour water in - you’ll dent the soil in the middle of your jug.

THINGS TO DO

Woodcock Watch

Programs & Hikes

Call for details & to register 219-844-3188

Gibson Woods

Oak Ridge Prairie

6201 Parrish Ave.
301 South Colfax Street
Hammond, IN
Griffith, IN 46323
______________________

Name That Tune: Frogs and Toads

Oak Ridge Prairie
Wednesday, March 27 @ 7:15PM. Ages 10+
(Rain date: April 3)
Known for their spectacular flight and distinctive call, the American Woodcock is recognized as one of the
earliest signs of spring! Join us at dusk at Oak Ridge Prairie and
usher in spring with the American Woodcock.
Pre-registration required; please call 219-844-3188. Homeschool,
scout and other groups are welcome to
attend, but families must register individually.
———————————

Gibson Woods
Wednesday, March 6, 13, 20 @ 9:30-11AM. Adults
Quilling for Beginners
Frogs and toads make all sorts of unusual sounds. Learn the peeps, Gibson Woods
croaks, grumbles and groans of the Calumet Region’s amphibian
Wednesday, April 3 @ 9:30-11:30AM
crooners.
$20 per session - Ages 15+
———————————
Quilling is an artform that involves rolling, shaping and gluing
Bird Migration Presentation
paper strips into decorative designs. Fee includes
Gibson Woods
supplies needed to learn how to create your own nature-inspired
Every other Friday in March
design on a 4 ¼-5 ½“ card using this centuries old process. Pre9:30-11AM Ages 12+
registration required; please call 219-844-3188.
March 1 - Raptors
March 15 – Sparrows & Finches
———————————
March 29 - Warblers and Vireos
The excitement of spring bird migration will soon be upon us. Join
a park naturalist and fellow bird enthusiasts to learn more about
what birds will be moving through our area. A video and slide
show highlighting each species will be offered. The presentation
will feature many tips on identification. Pre-registration required;
please call 219-844-3188.
———————————

Bird Banding Demonstration

Gibson Woods
Wednesday, March 27 @ 10-11:30AM. All ages
Learn about the steps of banding and see birds in a unique way as
Brad Bumgardner, Executive Director of
Indiana Audubon Society, joins us for a bird banding demonstration. Limited seating available. Pre-registration
required; please call 219-844-3188. Homeschool, scout and other
groups are welcome to attend, but all families
within a group must register individually.
———————————
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ROY DIBLIK, Renowned Landscape Designer
Coming to Know Plants:
Understanding Plant Relationships in the Garden.
Sponsored by:
The Garden Club of Morgan Park/Beverly Hills
March 6, 2019 at 10:00 A.M.
Baffes Theater at the Beverly Arts Center,
2407 West 111th Street, Chicago.
Roy grew the original seeds for the world-renowned Lurie
Garden in Millennium Park, Shedd Aquarium Oceanarium, the
Louis Sullivan Gateway Arch for the Modern Wing of the Art
Institute and the Grand Victoria Casino in Elgin. He is also the co
-owner of Northwind Perennial Farm in Burlington, Wisconsin
where he continues propagating his native plants. A suggested
donation of $5 will be welcome at the door and parking is free.
You may contact bgyar@hotmail.com for additional information
or questions.
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