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Appendix A: Steering Committee
Steering Committee (Primary Contacts)
Arthur Chew
Roy Wagner
Scott Ping
Chad Callahan

City Engineer
Council 4th Ward
Council At Large
Chief of Police

achew@ocnj.us
edwinaroyoc@yahoo.com
Scottpink2006@yahoo.com
ccallahan@ocnj.us

Joe Folglio

Fire Chief

jfoglio@ocnj.us

Andrew Fasy

Michele Gillian
Tom Heist
Curt Gronert

Dr. Kathleen W.
Taylor

Peter Ault

Frank McCall

Marcia Shallcross

Steve Jandoli
John Fallon

Advisory Council
on PF & Sports/
OC Community
Center Association
Chamber of
Commerce
Chamber
Ocean City
Community Assoc

fazeoc@comcast.net

Superintendent of
Ocean City Schools

ktaylor@ocean.city.k12.nj.us

Environmental
Commission

County
Emergency
Management
MainStreet

DEP/Green
Acres
South Ocean City
Improvement
Association
(SOCIA)
Friends of the
Wetlands (invited)
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(Secondary Contacts)

Jay Prettyman

OCPD/CAP

jprettyman@ocnj.us

Brad Wiltshire

OCFD

hedhi@comcast.net

Jim Tweed

OCCA

jhtweed@hotmail.com

Cecelia Gilleli
Jen Bowman

PTA President
PTA

chijojoluc@comcast.net
ocwind@verizon.net

Bill Stumpfig

EC/Surfriders/
Native Plant
Society/World
Series of
Birding

billstuempfig@comcast.net

Steve Pittenger

MainStreet/
EC

michele@oceancitychamber.
com
theist@heistagency.com
Gronert1@verizon.net

pault@elzly.com

frankmccallocnj@msn.com

mainstreetoceancity@verizo
n.net

steve.jandoli@dep.state.nj.us
johnastro@comcast.net

Page A-1

spittenger@gabrielleandco.com

Ocean City Rail Trail & Bicycle Boulevard Project
H A VE N A V E N UE C O R R I D OR R E P OR T

Appendix B: Annotated Presentation
(to be completed)

(J438004-05_HavenAve_Appendices/G)

Page B-1

Message: This presentation will outline the scope of work and findings of New Jersey
Department of Transportation’s Ocean City Local Planning Assistance project conducted by
the RBA Group.
The Ocean City Rail Trail & Bicycle Boulevard Project is being conducted under the New
Jersey Department of Transportation’s (NJDOT) Local Technical Assistance (LTA) Program for
the purpose of investigating the potential and viability of providing safer bicycling across
Ocean City through development of both rail trail and bicycle boulevard opportunities.
opportunities
Background photo: Haven Avenue mural
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Message: Project Purpose:
Investigate the potential and viability of providing safer bicycling across Ocean City through
development of both rail trail and on road bicycle boulevard opportunities.
Source: The RBA Group
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Message: Assess the unique opportunity for safe, multi‐use access along the former
Pennsylvania Railroad Seashore Line rail bed from 36th to 49th Streets to pedestrians,
bicyclists, persons with disabilities
Source: RBA
Photos: Bing Maps – aerial view
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Message: OC Rail Bed Existing Conditions
• The rail bed runs north/south and is parallel to West Avenue between 49th and 36th
Streets, a distance of 1.37 miles.
• There are wetlands to the west.
• On the east side, the rail bed is immediately adjacent to residential properties between
50th and 48th Streets and wetlands for the rest of the corridor.
• The width of the rail bed surface to embankment slope varies between an estimated
10‟ to 16
10
16‟ although most of the rail bed is 12
12‟ to 14
14‟.
• Ownership
• In 2003, the Pennsylvania‐Reading Seashore line right‐of‐way was conveyed to
the City of Ocean City by the New Jersey Transit Corporation for public use.
• However, there are two “wash out” areas along the rail bed between 44th and
43rd Streets and between 40th and 39th Streets that are “flowed by the mean
high tide” and are therefore property of the State of New Jersey.

Source: The RBA Group
Photos: The RBA Group
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Message: A trail would connect Haven Avenue between 36th Street and 49th Streets and
provide access to the bayside waterfront for recreational and educational purposes
For the purpose of this report, this analysis is based on three conceptual scenarios:
1) providing multiuse access (bicycles, pedestrians, persons with disabilities, etc.) between
49th and 36th Streets (a “shared use path”) along the rail bed,
2) providing pedestrian‐only access between 49th and 36th Streets along the rail bed, and
3) providing pedestrian
pedestrian‐only
only access to the bayside waterfront at selected points between
49th and 36th Streets along the rail bed.
The rail bed can be accessed at 4 locations:
1. On Haven Ave from 50th and 48th Streets
2. 46th Street
3. 45th Street
4. Haven Ave and 36th Street

Source: The RBA Group
Photos: The RBA Group

B‐6

Message:
• The Purpose & Need Statement is critical.
• Depending on the funding source, different environmental compliance documentation
apply.
• Depending on the type & extent of the trail being proposed, various NJDEP permits
would be required.
• There is no way to identify which permits or mitigation would be required until a design
scenario is proposed.
proposed
Both NJDEP and the US Army Corps of Engineers require an alternatives analysis showing
that the proposed concept has the least overall environmental impact when taking into
consideration all project needs, purpose and goals. It should also be noted that any permits
authorized by state and federal agencies would likely include extensive compensatory
wetland mitigation requirements.
Source: The RBA Group
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Message:
•
•
•
•

The type of trail that would likely impose the least impact would be boardwalk.
Because construction would likely have significant impacts to wetlands, threatened &
endangered species, water quality, drainage, etc., the mitigation requirements would
be extensive.
Although it is possible to acquire permits if all the requirements are met, the expense
to mitigate would likely cost more than construction.
construction
There is no way to identify which permits or mitigation would be required until a design
scenario is proposed. At that time, if the design meets the purpose and need, permits
and appropriate mitigation measures can be identified.

Source: The RBA Group
Photos: The RBA Group – Liberty State Park, Jersey City
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Message:
The purpose of this Bicycle Boulevard Needs Assessment is to examine the existing Haven
Avenue Bicycle Boulevard (OC1 Bike Route) in its various stages of completion between
56th and 1st Streets as well as connections to Corson’s Inlet Park to the south and the
Longport Bridge to the north.
The following slides identify barriers, gaps in connectivity, and assesses the Opportunities
and Constraints of safely proritize bicycle travel along the corridor.
corridor The Opportunities and
Constraints include all possible enhancements.
The Recommendations in this presentation best meet Ocean City’s needs and will lead to a
best‐practice approach for implementation of a “bicycle‐priority” on‐road corridor,
primarily along Haven Avenue, for the length of the island.
The corridor is divided into four geographic areas:
● Segment 1 ‐ South End (south of 49th Street)
● Segment 2 ‐ Missing Link (between 49th Street & 36th Street)
● Segment 3 – Downtown (between 36th Street and 9th Street)
● Segment 4 ‐ North End (north 9th Street)
Source: The RBA Group
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Message: Design elements and recommendations are tailored to each segment but here
area few general recommendations for the entire Bicycle Boulevard:
1. Place pavement markings (shared lane markings, bike symbols) within travel lane to:
1. Reinforce shared space
2. Help bicyclists with positioning on the roadway
3. Increase visibility of the bicycle boulevard
2 Install OC1 Bike Route,
2.
Route wayfinding and warning signs to:
1. Direct bicyclists to and along the bicycle boulevard
2. Advertize the bicycle boulevard
3. Use zigzag striping on east/west approaches to the Bicycle Boulevard to:
1. Heighten the awareness of motorists that they are approaching a bicycle
priority street

Source: The RBA Group
Photos:
1. Bicycle Boulevard Stencil, source: bicycling.com
2. Wayfinding Sign, source: MUTCD
3 ZigZag Pavement Striping,
3.
Striping source: County of Hawai
Hawai’ii
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Message: Additional recommendations for the entire corridor include:
1. Intersection improvements improve the corridor for bicyclists and pedestrians.
Treatments include:
1. curb extensions reduce crossing distances and provide room for street furniture
including bike parking
2. enhanced crosswalks increase visibility of bicyclists and pedestrians when
crossing
2. Ensure all drainage grates are bicycle safe, with openings small enough to prevent a
bicycle wheel from falling into the slots of the grate
3. Stop signs should be turned to stop cross traffic at intersections to prioritize bicycle
through travel on the bicycle boulevard.

Photo:
1. Curb Extension, source: flickr.com/drdul
2. Through‐priority on Haven Ave, source: The RBA Group
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Message: The “South End” segment is comprised of OC1 Bike Route along Haven Avenue
between 56th Street and 49th Street, West Avenue from 59th to 56th and connections to
Corson‟s Inlet Trail and the Ocean Drive Bridge to Strathmere.

B‐12

Message:
•

There are no dedicated bicycle facilities within the South End except the Corson’s Inlet
Rail Trail which does not connect to the surrounding roadway network.

•

The OC1 Bike Route is signed between 56th and 49th Streets along Haven Avenue.

•

Low speed, low motor vehicle traffic volume along Haven Ave.

•

The pavement width varies between 20‐40
20 40 feet
feet.

•

Street quilts have been painted at the intersections of Haven Ave & 53rd Street & 52nd
Street at either end of the playground. There is also all‐way stop control at these two
intersections

•

On street parking is permitted but not striped along Haven Avenue.

Source: The RBA Group
Photos: The RBA Group
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Message: The “South End” Opportunities for enhancing bicycle‐priority travel in the South End
i l d OC1 Bik
include
Bike R
Route
t as wellll as connections
ti
tto Strathmere
St th
B id and/or
Bridge
d/ connections
ti
to
t Corson’s
C
’
Inlet. Some opportunities include:
•
•

•
•
•

Eliminate the stop traffic control at 53rd Street and 52nd Street intersections along Haven
Avenue in this segment to be consistent with the Ocean City Circulation Element of the Master
Plan. This would provide more uninterrupted traffic flow along Haven Avenue.
As stop signs on Haven Avenue are removed and through‐traffic is prioritized, consider other
traffic calming elements to keep speeds down but maintain bicycle‐priority operation of the
roadway. This could include shared lane markings, painted chicanes, colored shoulders, painted
or planted medians, curb extensions, speed humps, etc.
Implement reduced residential speed limit to institutionalize appropriate travel speeds and
traffic calming efforts.
Reconfigure angled parking along West Ave to back‐in angled parking to minimize conflicts
between bicyclists, pedestrians and motorists and to maximize visibility.
Connect the Corson
Corson‟ss Inlet Trail to the local roadway network at the south end of West Avenue
at 59th Street.

Recommendations to connect Strathmere Bridge to the Bicycle Boulevard – next slide
Source: The RBA Group
Photos: The RBA Group
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Message: Enhance bicycle accommodations from Haven Ave to Strathmere Bridge.
•
•
•
•

Extend OC1 from its southern terminus of Haven Ave and 56th Street to the west along
56th Street to Ocean Drive.
Establish a Gateway at 56th and Ocean Drive to guide bicyclists to the Bicycle
Boulevard.
Install bike lanes along Ocean Drive and over bridge.
P id wayfinding
Provide
fi di signs
i
tto th
the bicycle
bi l boulevard
b l
d and
d destinations.
d ti ti

Source:
1. Shared lane marking, source: The RBA Group
2. Gateway, source: flickr.com/Maralinga in WA
3. Bike Lanes, source: streetswiki.com
y
g signs,
g , source: left – Cityy of Ocean City,
y, right
g ‐ MUTCD
4. Wayfinding
Photos: The RBA Group
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Message: This is what enhancing bicycle accommodations from Haven Ave and 56th St to
CR 619 / Ocean Drive could look like. This may include:
•
•
•

Shared Lane Markings along 56th Street.
Gateway treatment along 56th Street and/or information kiosk at 56th and CR
619/Ocean Dr. This will guide bicycle traffic to the Haven Ave. Bicycle Blvd.
Striped continuous chevrons and/or colorized bicycle lane intersection treatment to
direct bicyclists to the Bicycle Boulevard

Source: The RBA Group
Photos: The RBA Group
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Message: Recommendations Map 12 from the Haven Avenue Corridor Report. This
schematically shows where these recommendations would be best implemented.
Source: The RBA Group
Photos: The RBA Group
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Message: The “Missing Link” segment is described as such because the Haven Avenue
corridor is discontinuous between 49th and 36th Streets. In terms of creating a continuous
bicycle‐priority on‐road facility for the entire length of Ocean City, the gap in Haven Avenue
is the primary constraint.

B‐18

Message: Existing Conditions
Existing Conditions – West Ave/CR 619
• High traffic volume and high speeds
• On‐street parking, bike lanes & sidewalks on both side
• Coastal Evacuation Route
• 70 ft. wide 4 lane arterial is wide enough to accommodate all users and modes
• The
Th wide
id crossing
i di
distance combined
bi d with
i h high
hi h traffic
ffi speeds
d and
d volume
l
create a
difficult crossing situation for pedestrians.
Existing Conditions – Alleyways
• Low traffic volume and low speeds
• High potential for conflicts at cross streets
EExisting
i ti C
Conditions
diti
– Asbury
Ab
A
Ave
• Primarily residential street with low traffic volume and speed
• 3 blocks from Haven Ave. This alignment would require 2 crossings of West Ave
Source: The RBA Group
Photos: The RBA Group
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Message: Opportunities along the Missing Link Segment:
•

•
•
•

Bicycle accommodation should be enhanced to complete access between Haven Avenue and
the 3 separate alignment. This could be accomplished through:
• Installing signs and shared lane pavement symbols and/or bike lane striping.
• Striping colorized bike lanes or continuous bike chevron symbols could be striped along
the intended bicycle travel path to help with both wayfinding and to advertise to
motorists that they should anticipate turning bicycle traffic.
• Wayfinding signs and pavement markings to confirm and advertise the routing of the
bi l boulevard
bicycle
b l
d
Install bike boxes at traffic signals. A bike box is a designated area at the head of a traffic lane at
a signalized intersection that provides bicyclists with a safe and visible way to get ahead of
queuing traffic during the red signal phase.
Vertical traffic calming measures such as raised intersections, crosswalks or speed tables could
be installed at every alley crossing.
Pavement markings can be used on the bike path at potential conflict locations (such as
driveways) to increase awareness among motorists
motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians

Source: The RBA Group
Photos:
1. Continuous chevrons, Source: NACTO
2. Bicycle box, Source: flickr.com/GregRaisman
3 Raised Crossing
3.
Crossing, Source: John Luton
4. Pavement markings on bike path, Source: The RBA Group
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Message: Opportunities
Opportunities for Enhancing Bike Boulevard (West Avenue)
There are multiple ways to redistribute the roadway and enhance accommodations for all
users by re‐striping the roadway. These include:
•
•

Two‐way Bike Path with or without a Road Diet
Protected bike lanes with Road Diet

Source: The RBA Group
Photos: The RBA Group
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Message: Road Diet and Two‐way Bike Path on West Avenue
•

Convert the existing 4 travel lanes on West Avenue to 3 including a center lane. Utilize
the left over space to create a buffer and two‐way bike path along the west
(southbound) side of West Ave.

•

This concept has the strong advantage of being in close proximity to Haven Ave.

•

No major roadway crossings

•

Compatible with the Ocean City vision

•

At least 8 feet wide to accommodate two‐way bicycle traffic

Source: The RBA Group
Photos: The RBA Group
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Message: This concept looks at the connection between the two‐way bike path and the
bicycle boulevard. In addition to installing signs and shared lane pavement symbols and
bike lane striping, this concept includes advance (lead) traffic signal phasing for turning
bicycle traffic.
This may include:
• New traffic signals at 49th Street and 36th Street to manage potential conflicts between
turning motor vehicles and bicycle traffic
• Traffic signal should include advance (lead) phasing for turning bicycle traffic. Signal
should include bicycle specific signal heads.
• Advanced bike box should be striped ahead of the stop line for motor vehicle traffic.
This provides space for bicyclists to take advantage of the advance signal phasing.
• Continuous chevrons through the intersection
• Wayfinding and warning signs
• Can work with either preserving the four travel lanes along West Avenue or preferably
with a lane reduction (road diet) as shown. The largest difference would be narrower
lanes and less buffer between the parking and the two‐way bike path.

Source: The RBA Group
Photos: The RBA Group
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Message: Recommendations Map 13 from the Haven Avenue Corridor Report. This
schematically shows where these recommendations would be best implemented.
Source: The RBA Group
Photos: The RBA Group
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Message: This 27‐block segment of Haven Avenue traverses the majority of the
“downtown” area of Ocean City. Major bicycling and walking destinations are located along
this segment, including the Ocean City Community Center and the Intermediate Middle
School. This segment of Haven Ave was dedicated as OC1 Bike Route in 2008 and was the
first Bicycle Boulevard in NJ.
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Message: Existing Conditions Bike Boulevard
•
•

•
•
•

The Haven Avenue corridor between 36th Street and 9th Street is the backbone of the Bicycle
Boulevard in Ocean City.
There are 15 different street configurations in this stretch of Haven Avenue, with varying types
of bicycle facilities including:
• Shared road
• Side bike path, with or without a planted buffer
• Planted median and shared travel lanes
• Painted median and shared travel lanes
• Center median bike path
• OC1 Bike Route signage
Transitions between various roadway segment configurations are not always smooth or
intuitive for through bicycle and pedestrian traffic.
Motor vehicle traffic is reported to frequently cut through the local roadways, using Haven
Avenue to avoid traffic signal at West Avenue
Avenue.
There is some forced traffic control.
• Roadway closures along the 30th Street, 32nd Street and 33rd Street approaches to
Haven Avenue from the west.
• Centerline median forces traffic traveling along 21st Street and 23rd Street to turn
right onto Haven Avenue.

Source: The RBA Group
Photos: The RBA Group
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Message: Opportunities to Enhance Bicycle Priority on Haven Avenue
•
•

•
•
•

•

Where the existing bicycle accommodation works well, maintain the current treatments. This will
minimize construction costs by utilizing existing bicycle facilities where appropriate.
The boulevard treatment that is in place along Haven Avenue between 24th Street and 20th Street, with
its planted center median, curb extensions and shared travel lanes, could be extended throughout the
corridor. Segments of Haven Avenue that already have a shared use path along one side of the roadway,
could also benefit from this treatment. Young children could continue to use the path; however, the
shared travel lanes will be emphasized to give bicycle priority.
The transitions between the various bicycle treatments along the corridor should be made clearer for all
travelers Providing signs,
travelers.
signs striping,
striping and pavement treatments should make these transitions intuitive
intuitive,
especially between sidepath and shared lane configurations.
34th Street should be emphasized as a major gateway to the Ocean City bikeway network. A large scale
gateway, possibly signs or an arched structure over the roadway should be considered.
Traffic calming
•
Mini roundabouts reduce vehicle turning and through speeds and reduce unnecessary stops
through yield control. Mini roundabouts should be considered for major intersections and
connector routes along Haven Avenue, such as at the intersections with 29th Street, 24th
Street, 18th Street, and 14th Street.
•
Speed humps and tables reduce vehicle speeds and discourage through vehicle trips
•
Implement reduced residential speed limit to institutionalize appropriate travel speeds
Reduce channelization of shared roadway be removing painted centerline

Source: The RBA Group
Photos:
1. Treatment between 24th‐20th Sts., Source: The RBA Group
2 Gateway,
2.
Gateway Source: flickr.com/Maralinga
flickr com/Maralinga in WA
3. Mini roundabout, Source: BikeLongBeach.org
4. Speed hump, Source: Clarence Eckerson Jr. from streetsblog.org
5. Residential Speed Limit, Source: The RBA Group
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Message: The detailed concept selected from the Downtown segment is focused on
providing a traffic diverter island that would be constructed along 13th Street across Haven
Avenue.
•
•
•
•

This would require motor vehicle traffic to turn right; however, bicycle traffic would
have a pass through along Haven Avenue.
This is a major volume control traffic calming feature that should be studied further to
confirm that there will not be unanticipated traffic flow issues throughout the local
roadway network.
Colorized bike lanes or continuous bike chevron symbols should be striped through the
intersection along the intended bicycle travel path to help with both wayfinding and to
advertise to motorists that bicyclists have priority along the bicycle boulevard.
Centerline medians could be located at 13th Street, 22nd Street and on 31st Street.

Source: The RBA Group
Photos: The RBA Group
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Message: Recommendations Map 14 from the Haven Avenue Corridor Report. This
schematically shows where these recommendations would be best implemented.
Source: The RBA Group
Photos: The RBA Group
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Message: The “North End” segment extends between 9th Street and the Longport Bridge
through multiple residential streets and an off‐road path. There are currently no bicycle
facilities located in this segment.

B‐30

Message: North End Existing Conditions
•
•
•
•
•
•

OC1 does not currently continue north of 9th Street
There are currently no bicycle facilities located in this segment.
Haven Ave is not a through street in this segment
The bicycle boulevard alignment will have to include multiple streets
Streets tend to be wider in this area than in the other segments of the bicycle
boulevard (between 39’ and 142’)
There is no crossing facility at 9th Street and Haven Avenue.

Source: The RBA Group
Photos: The RBA Group
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Message: Due to the routing along multiple streets, opportunities for enhancing bicycle‐priority travel in this
segment vary.
•

Similar to the boulevard treatment that is in place along Haven Avenue between 24th Street and 20th
Street, install planted center median, curb extensions and shared travel lanes throughout this corridor.

•

The bicycle boulevard will make numerous turns along the alignment in the North End of Ocean City.
Stripe continuous bicycle chevrons or colorized bike lanes across and at off‐set intersections. This will
provide wayfinding and self advertising for the bicycle boulevard.

•

Reduce traffic on Simpson Ave with centerline median with bicycle boulevard pass through

•

Reconfigure the intersections of Atlantic Avenue with West Inlet Road and Bridge Boulevard by
constructing modern roundabouts.

•

Construct streetscape enhancements. This may include large scale murals or other public art.

Source: The RBA Group
Photos:
1. Planted center median, curb extensions, source: The RBA Group
2. Continuous chevrons, source: NACTO
3. Centerline median diagram, source: NJDOT Roadway Design Manual
4. Modern Roundabout, source: The RBA Group
5. OC1 Mural, source: The RBA Group
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Message: Crossing 9th Street
•
•

The HAWK operates only when activated (either by push button of passively by
detection). This will minimize disruption to motor vehicle traffic when there are no
bicyclists or pedestrians attempting to cross 9th Street.
The HAWK signal consists of two red lenses over a single yellow lens. It displays a red
indication to drivers when activated, which creates a gap for pedestrians and bicyclists
to use to cross a major roadway.
roadway

Source: The RBA Group
Photos:
1. Raised speed table, Source: NJDOT Roadway Design Manual
2. HAWK signal, Source: FHWA
3. Crossbike, Source: Alta Planning & Design
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Message: This is what a raised crosswalk/crossbike at 9th St between Haven Ave and Aldrich
Road could look like. This may include:
•
•
•
•

A new HAWK (High Intensity Activated crossWalK)
Raised crosswalk/ crossbike
Advance warning signs
This crossing will tie into the newly constructed path along 9th Street and will connect
to the new road closure along Aldrich Road

Source: The RBA Group
Photos: The RBA Group
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Message: Recommendations Map 14 from the Haven Avenue Corridor Report. This
schematically shows where these recommendations would be best implemented.

Source: The RBA Group
Photos: The RBA Group
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Message:
Most design treatments suggested in this section are in accordance with the Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), the American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials (AASHTO), and New Jersey Department of Transportation‟s Bicycle
Compatible Roadways and Bikeways and Pedestrian Compatible Planning and Design
Guidelines.
Several design treatments are suggested which are currently in widespread use but which
are not included in the above‐referenced guidelines such as “colored bike lanes”, “bike
boxes” or “zigzag striping”.
Their use is typically validated through their inclusion in the FHWA MUTCD experimental
process (see Appendix H: MUTCD Request to Experiment). Where such improvements are
recommended, they should be implemented through this experimentation process.
That’s all folks.
Source: The RBA Group
Photos: The RBA Group
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Appendix C: Funding Sources
Funding Sources1
The following section is a compilation and brief description of sources of funding that have been, or
could be used to fund pedestrian and bicycle improvements in New Jersey. The list is not exhaustive,
but it identifies the major funding sources that can be utilized to fund bicycle and pedestrian planning
and project development activities, as well as construction. Some funding sources may also be used to
fund programmatic activities.
Table 1: Funding Sources is a summary table of all the funding sources noted in this section and
highlights those recommended by the project team as being best suited for funding related to the Ocean
City Rail Trail & Bicycle Boulevard Project. Using information abstracted from this table, Table 2: Top
Recommended Funding Sources provides additional information about these top recommended
funding sources.

Funding sources and requirements are constantly evolving and are subject to change based on available program funding. Applicants
should confirm the availability of the funding source with the noted funding agency.
1
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Federal
Transportation Enhancements (TE)
This federally funded program, administered by NJDOT‟s Division of Local Aid and Economic
Development, focuses on non-traditional transportation-related projects that promote alternative modes
of transportation while preserving and protecting environmental resources.
The TE grants are used to help local governments creatively integrate transportation facilities into their
local surroundings. The types of projects that can qualify include “provision of facilities for pedestrians
and bicycles” and “provision of safety and educational activities for pedestrians and bicyclists.” Others
include “acquisition of scenic easements and scenic or historic sites,” which could be used to enhance
the pedestrian experience, “landscaping and other scenic beautification”, which might be part of a
streetscape project that can be beneficial to pedestrians and “preservation of abandoned railway
corridors (including the conversion and use thereof for pedestrian and bicycle trails).” The grants can
also be used for other types of projects, which may have a more indirect or secondary benefit for
bicyclists and pedestrians.
Counties, municipalities and non-profit organizations are eligible to apply. Applications are submitted to
the New Jersey Department of Transportation (DOT) and reviewed by several state agencies, including
the DOT and the Department of Environmental Protection, as well as the Metropolitan Planning
Organizations (MPOs) and representatives from outside the traditional transportation group. This
committee reviews the applications and creates a short list to be submitted to the Commissioner of
Transportation. Those applications that pass the basic eligibility part of the screening process are sent to
the county planning department for the county perspective. Applicants should notify the county
planning department about the proposed project.

The Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ)2
Authorized by SAFETEA-LU, The Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program
provides funds for surface transportation and other projects that help to reduce congestion and improve
air quality. The funds are mainly used to help communities in non-attainment areas and maintenance
areas to reduce emissions. Non-attainment areas are those areas designated by the Environmental
Protection Agency as not meeting the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). A
maintenance area was once a non-attainment area but has now reached NAAQS. The SAFETEA-LU
CMAQ program provides more than $8.6 billion in funds to State Departments of Transportation
(DOT), Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPO), and transit agencies to invest in emissionsreducing projects. Pedestrian and Bicycle Programs are two kinds of many programs that can be funded
using CMAQ funds.
Bicycle and pedestrian programs that can be funded under this program can come in one of many forms.
Some include creating trails or storage facilities or marketing efforts designed to encourage bike riding
and walking as forms of transportation. Education and outreach programs are also eligible for CMAQ
funds and could be used to increase public knowledge about the benefits of biking and walking.
Source: “The Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program” by the U.S. Department of Transportation, FHWA, Federal
Transit Administration
2
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The funds are made available through the MPOs and NJDOT to local governments and non-profit
organizations, as well as to private organizations as part of a public-private partnership.

Recreational Trails Program (RTP)
An annual sum is apportioned to the states, through the RTP, for use in developing and maintaining
trails and trail facilities trails related projects, many of which benefit bicyclists and pedestrians. RTP
funds come from federal motor fuels taxes collected on sale of fuel for motorized recreational vehicles
(ATVs, off road motorcycles, snowmobiles) and is administered through the Federal Highway
Administration. In New Jersey, the program, including solicitation of projects and project selection, is
administered by the Office of Natural Lands Management in the Department of Environmental
Protection. State, county, and local governments and non-profit organizations are eligible for funds.

Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP)
The Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) is administered by FHWA to fund highway safety
projects aimed at reducing highway fatalities and serious injuries. Though bicycle and pedestrian projects
are eligible for funding, HSIP has been largely overlooked as a resource for these projects. Eligible
infrastructure includes bike lanes, bike parking, crosswalks and signage. States can spend 10% of their
HSIP funds on public awareness campaigns, education programs and enforcement activities.

Transportation, Community, and System Preservation Program (TSCP)
Grants for implementation under the TSCP program provide financial resources to States, metropolitan
planning organizations, local governments and tribal governments to enable them to carry out activities
that address transportation efficiency while meeting community preservation and environmental goals.
Examples of such policies or programs include: spending policies that direct funds to high-growth
regions of the country; urban growth boundaries to guide metropolitan expansion; green corridors”
programs that provide access to major highway corridors for areas targeted for efficient and compact
development.

Land & Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
The LWCF program provides matching grants to States and local governments for the acquisition and
development of public outdoor recreation areas and facilities. The program is intended to create and
maintain a nationwide legacy of high quality recreation areas and facilities and to stimulate non-federal
investments in the protection and maintenance of recreation resources. The LWCF could fund the
development of river-adjacent bicycle and pedestrian facilities such as a promenade.
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Surface Transportation Program (STP) Funds
The program is broadly defined and gives states flexibility to invest in a wide variety of transportation
activities. These funds are administered partially through NJDOT and partially through the state‟s
Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs). Bicycle and pedestrian facilities and walkways are
specifically listed as eligible activities under this program. Pedestrian and bicycle improvements may be
incidental improvements within larger projects which establish bicycle compatibility or designated bicycle
and pedestrian accommodations. The funds can also be used for independent bicycle and pedestrian
projects along or in the vicinity of roadways. Projects could include shoulder paving, bicycle safe
drainage grates, construction of sidewalks or bikeways, installation of pedestrian signals, crosswalks or
overpasses. Under SAFETEA-LU, it is specified that these funds may be used for the modification of
sidewalks to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act.
1. Local Scoping Projects
This program, administered by the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) provides federal
funds (on a competitive basis) to the sub-regions (counties) to advance projects through
preliminary engineering and environmental reviews, ultimately making that project eligible for
inclusion in the TIP (as a Local Lead project). The purpose of this program is to identify any
cultural or environmental issues that may or will require mitigation during the design and or
construction phases of the ensuing federal project. Bicycle and pedestrian projects are eligible
for funding under this program. Projects that have successfully completed the Local Scoping
process become eligible for federal funding for Design Engineering, Right of Way Acquisition
and Construction through the Local Lead Program. NJDOT is involved in the selection process
and in requesting authorization of federal funding and review of environmental documents.
Municipalities are eligible for the program but must work through the County.
2. Local Lead Projects
This federal program, administered by the MPO (SJTPO) provides funding (on a competitive
basis) to the sub-regions (counties) to advance projects through final design and right-of-way.
Approximately $80 M is available in cooperation with the MPOs for Local Lead projects.
Program funding is to provide for highway and bridge related projects on the county/local road
system. Bicycle and pedestrian projects are eligible for funding under this program. Typically,
these are projects that have gone through the Local Scoping program. Once a project is
selected, NJDOT is involved in processing, establishing federal funding, and reviews.

Section 402 Safety Funds
These funds are administered by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) to be
spent on non-construction activities to improve the safety of the traveling public. Pedestrian and bicycle
projects are on the NHTSA priority list. In each state, the program is administered by a designated
Highway Safety representative. In New Jersey, the designated representative is the Director of the
Division of Highway Traffic Safety in the Department of Law and Public Safety.
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1. Pedestrian Safety Enforcement and Education Grants
This program, administered by the New Jersey Department of Law and Public Safety, Division
of Highway Traffic Safety, provides federal (Section 402) funding to governmental subdivisions,
often police departments, often for pedestrian safety education and enforcement. The education
component provides funding for materials to educate high-risk pedestrian groups. The
enforcement component provides overtime funding to enforce traffic laws at high-risk
pedestrian locations. Grants are typically given to police departments. In some cases, these
funds have been used for minor facility improvements including crosswalk striping and signing.
2. Comprehensive Traffic Safety Programs (CTSP)
This program, administered by the New Jersey Department of Law and Public Safety, Division
of Highway Traffic Safety, provides federal (Section 402) funding to governmental subdivisions,
typically to counties, to initiate a comprehensive traffic safety program. Under the guidance of a
steering committee at the county level, funds can address a variety of traffic safety issues
including impaired driving, pedestrian/bicycle safety, school bus safety, work zone safety,
aggressive driving, speed enforcement and child safety.

Safe Routes to School (SRTS)
Safe Routes to School (SRTS) is a Federal-Aid program created in SAFETEA-LU and administered by
the NJDOT‟s Division of Local Aid and Economic Development in cooperation with the State SRTS
Coordinator. The program provides funds to the States to substantially improve the ability of primary
and middle school students to walk and bicycle to school safely. The purposes of the program are to
enable and encourage children to walk and bicycle to school, to make bicycling and walking to school a
safer and more appealing transportation alternative, thereby encouraging a healthy and active lifestyle
from an early age; and to facilitate the planning, development, and implementation of projects and
activities that will improve safety and reduce traffic, fuel consumption, and air pollution in the vicinity
(approximately 2 miles) of primary and middle schools (Grades K-8). The program encompasses a
comprehensive approach that includes the five E‟s: Engineering, Education, Enforcement,
Encouragement, and Evaluation. Counties and municipalities, school districts, and non-profit
organizations are eligible to apply.

Safe Routes to School Mini-Grants
The National Center for Safe Routes to School is maintained by the University of North Carolina
Highway Safety Research Center with funding from the U.S. Department of Transportation Federal
Highway Administration. They provide mini-grants to eligible organizations to fund activities ranging
from the nuts and bolts that help start or sustain a program to new ideas that explore the range of
benefits of safe walking and bicycling. Eligible applicants include: Faculty, staff, or parent volunteers at
elementary or middle schools; Adult-supervised elementary or middle school groups or clubs; Local
governments; Tribal governments; and/or Community-based or private non-profit organizations that
will work with a school to improve safety and/or increase the number of children who safely walk or
bicycle to school.
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State
Bikeway Grant
This program provides funds for municipalities and counties for the construction of bicycle projects.
These could include roadway improvements, which enable a roadway or street to safely accommodate
bicycle traffic, or designated bikeways (signed bike routes, bike lanes or multi-use trails). The solicitation
for project applications occurs at the same time as the solicitation for municipal aid projects.
Applications are solicited, evaluated, and rated by NJDOT staff. Based on this evaluation, a list of
recommended projects is proposed to the Commissioner of Transportation, who makes the final
selection. The program is administered by NJDOT‟s Division of Local Government Services.

Centers of Place Grant Program3
The funding from the Center of Place Grant program is meant to help communities in New Jersey make
non-traditional transportation improvements that are meant to aid in managing growth. If a project is
selected for funding, it must follow certain standards, including the NJDOT Bicycle Compatible
Roadways Planning and Design Guidelines and the AASHTO Guide for the Development of New
Bicycle Facilities.
Many different kinds of projects that can be funded with Local Aid for Centers of Place would benefit
pedestrians and bicyclists. These include traffic calming improvements, bicycle lanes or modifications to
existing roadways to accommodate bicycles, bicycle lockers at transportation facilities, retail complexes
and public buildings, mid-block connections/paths to ease bicycle and pedestrian circulation, and
strategies which enable mixed use of a „Main Street‟ as both public space and a transportation link.
Additionally, bicycle trails and pedestrian trails in abandoned railway corridors can also be funded
through Local Aid for Centers of Place. Other possible projects that could benefit pedestrians or
bicyclists and that can be funded through this program include signage for downtown circulation and
street side landscaping.
The grants can be used for project-related activities including preliminary or final design (for Urban Aid
or Depressed Rural Centers according to the Transportation Trust Fund Authority Act) and/or
construction, including construction inspection and material testing according to the Transportation
Trust Fund Authority Act.
Several New Jersey communities have received funding from NJDOT through this program for local
pedestrian- and bicycle-oriented projects. Wildwood City, in Cape May County, received $200,000 for
their Pacific Avenue Streetscape project. Jersey City, in Hudson County is using their $500,000 grant for
a wayfinding project. Franklin Township in Somerset County received $150,000 for a pedestrian access
project in Kingston Village. Eight other municipalities also received grants ranging from $75,000 to
$500,000 for other projects including town center redevelopments and streetscapes.

Sources: “New Jersey Department of Transportation Centers of Place Handbook: Procedures for Local Aid for Centers of Place
Program, November 1998” and http://www.state.nj.us/transportation/lgs/.
3
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Municipal Aid Program
Currently, funds are appropriated by the legislature for municipalities in each county based on a formula
contained in legislation. These funds can be used for a variety of transportation projects including bicycle
and pedestrian related projects. Additional funds are allotted for municipalities that qualify for Urban
Aid.
The Municipal Aid program provides funding to municipalities for transportation projects. Funding is
made available for municipalities in each county based on a formula that takes into account municipal
road mileage within the county and county population. These funds are allocated to individual projects
within various municipalities through a competitive process. Funding is allotted to municipalities that
qualify for Urban Aid under N.J.S.A. 52:D-178 et seq.
All 566 municipalities may apply. Projects may be improvements to public roads and bridges under
municipal jurisdiction. Applications are solicited, evaluated, and rated by NJDOT staff. The results are
presented to a Screening Committee comprised of Municipal Engineers and NJDOT staff, appointed by
the Commissioner. The Committee evaluates the projects and makes recommendations to the
Commissioner for approval.
NJDOT will pay 75% of the award amount at the time that the award of construction is approved by the
NJDOT. The remaining amount is paid upon project completion. As is the case with the County Aid
program, independent pedestrian and bicycle projects can be funded under the Municipal Aid program;
however, few if any independent pedestrian and bicycle projects have been funded through this program.
All projects funded under the Municipal Aid program are subject to NJDOT policy that requires that all
bicycle and pedestrian traffic be incorporated into the planning, design, construction and operation of all
projects and programs funded or processed by the NJDOT.

Safe Streets to Transit
This competitive program is administered by NJDOT‟s Division of Local Aid and Economic
Development. These funds can be used by both counties and municipalities for projects that improve
pedestrian access and safety along routes to transit facilities and all nodes of public transportation.
NJDOT Staff evaluates projects and the Commissioner determines the final selection.

Discretionary Aid Program
Currently, subject to funding appropriations, a discretionary fund is established to address emergencies
and regional needs throughout the state. Any county or municipality may apply at any time. Under this
program, a county or municipality may apply for funding for pedestrian safety and bikeway projects.
The Discretionary Aid program provides funding to address emergency or regional needs throughout the
state. Any county or municipality may apply at any time. These projects are approved at the discretion of
the Commissioner.
As state funded projects, all projects funded under the discretionary aid program are subject to NJDOT
policy which requires that all bicycle and pedestrian traffic should be incorporated into the planning,
design, construction and operation of all projects and programs funded or processed by NJDOT.
(J438004-05_HavenAve_Appendices/G)
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NJDOT will pay 75% of the award amount at the time of the award of construction with the remaining
amount to be paid upon project completion

Natural Resource Conservation Program
The New Jersey Department of Agriculture (NJDA) helps to protect and conserve the state‟s soil, water
and related natural resources through the stewardship efforts of its Natural Resource Conservation
Program. The program offers technical support, financial and regulatory assistance, and educational
outreach to landowners throughout the state for stream improvements, urban gardening and forestry,
open space protection, soil conservation, and non-point source pollution reduction.

Green Acres
The Green Acres program provides loans and grants to counties, towns and nonprofit land trusts to
preserve land and develop parks for recreation and conservation purposes. (In a separate part of the
program, Green Acres also directly purchases land for the state to increase the state's ownership of open
space). The open space land that is purchased by the local government or nonprofit can be used for
outdoor recreation, which is why the program is important for funding pedestrian and bicycle projects.
The development of bikeways, trails, and other outdoor recreation is eligible for Green Acres funding.
Currently, the mission of the Office of Green Acres is to achieve, in partnership with others, a system of
interconnected open spaces that protect, preserve, and enhance New Jersey‟s natural environment, which
serves the historic, scenic, and recreational needs of the public through use and enjoyment. Green Acres‟
primary focus is acquiring land that creates linkages between existing protected lands to form open space
corridors. These corridors provide linear habitat for wildlife to move through, parkland for recreation,
and areas of scenic beauty between towns and urban centers. Recreation needs are as diverse as the
people who play. To meet these needs, Green Acres funds different types of parks in a variety of
settings. Whether in rural, suburban, or urban areas, parks play an important role in sustaining New
Jersey‟s high quality of life. Increasingly, Green Acres gathers other public and private partners together
to assist in buying and managing open space. The Program works with municipal and county
governments, nonprofit organizations, and the state Farmland Preservation Program to meet compatible
conservation goals. To gather more information, call (609) 984-0500.
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County/Local
County or municipal funding can be used to fund pedestrian improvements including sidewalks, trails,
crosswalks signals, traffic calming and other projects on rights of way under county or municipal
jurisdiction, by including the project in the municipal (or county) budget, or bonding for it in the same
way bonds are used to fund the construction and rehabilitation of roadway improvements for cars.
Pedestrian improvements can be fully or partially assessed against the property owners along whose
frontage the improvement (most commonly, a sidewalk) is placed.
As with other categories of funding, bicycle and pedestrian improvements may be incidental to larger
roadway projects, or they can be independent. Even small amounts of funding from the county or
municipality can be very important since they may be used to leverage or show local commitment in
applications for other funding sources (e.g., TE, Local Aid for Centers, etc.).

Cape May County Open Space and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund
The Cape May County Open Space and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund was established to purchase
open space parcels that are deemed important to the community and farmland development easements.
The Trust is funded by a County property tax of 1 cent per 100 dollars of assessed valuation and
currently generates approximately 1.3 million dollars a year. The funds are distributed to municipalities or
non-profit organizations for land acquisition only.
Many other counties have established open space trust funds, and have used them to purchase land for
bicycle and pedestrian facilities. For example, Atlantic County used $459,000 from the Atlantic County
Open Space Trust Fund to help pay for the Atlantic County Bikeway East.
Private & Non-Profit

Smart Growth Planning Grants
The Smart Growth Planning Grant program is a matching grant program, available through the
Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions (ANJEC) that offers grants of up to $20,000 for
New Jersey communities. The goal of the grant program is to promote local land use planning that
reduces sprawl, creates efficient, walkable communities with open space and green areas and protects
environmentally sensitive areas.

The Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation Grants
The Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation offers general operating or project-specific support to
organizations that, according to their 2010 guidelines, “enhance the cultural richness of the community
in which they reside and contribute to New Jersey‟s creative economy.” This includes use of the arts to
revitalize public places and natural spaces.
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Franklin Parker Small Grants Program
The Small Grants Program, administered through Conservation Resources Inc. (CRI), provides start-up
money to non-profit organizations to provide assistance in land acquisition for preservation, land
stewardship and ecological restoration projects. This annual program provides small grants ranging from
a minimum of $1,000 to a maximum of $10,000. In 2008, Kingwood Township, Hunterdon County
received a $2,000 Small Grant to cover costs associated with the acquisition of critical property within
the Delaware River Greenway project area. This acquisition of this property played a key role in
maintaining a contiguous greenway network. For more information please contact the Program
Coordinator at (908) 879-7942 or visit CRI‟s website.

Horizon Foundation of New Jersey
The Horizon Foundation of New Jersey supports programs that promote health and wellness,
prevention, education and awareness, and facilitate good health. Specifically, the Foundation will fund
prevention and educational programs related to heart disease and obesity. Bicycle education can be a
contributing factor in reducing and preventing childhood obesity. Only 501(c)(3) organizations located in
New Jersey are eligible.

Kodak American Greenways Program Grants
The Kodak American Greenways Program, administered by The Conservation Fund, provides greenway
project grants to land trusts, local governments, and other organizations interested in creating or
advancing greenway projects.

International Mountain Bicycling Association/USA Cycling Trail Tune-up Grants
The International Mountain Bicycling Association/USA Cycling Trail Tune-up Grant program provides
funding and technical assistance to create or improve trails. Trails used for mountain bike racing will
receive the highest consideration, but funding can also be used to improve trails for race training and
recreational riding. Applicants must be current members of IMBA, as well as USA Cycling member
clubs/race promoters.

Bikes Belong Grant Program
The Bikes Belong Coalition is sponsored by member companies of the American bicycle industry. The
Coalition‟s stated goal is to put more people on bikes more often through the implementation of the
SAFETEA-LU legislation. One of the Coalition‟s primary activities is the funding of local bicycle
advocacy organizations that are trying to ensure that SAFETEA-LU funded bicycle or trail facilities get
built. Grants are awarded for up to $10,000 on a rolling basis. Eligible facility projects include: bike
paths, trails, and bridges, mountain bike facilities, bike parks and BMX facilities.
1. REI/Bicycle Friendly Communities (BFC) Grant Program
The REI/Bicycle Friendly Communities (BFC) Grant Program is administered by the Bikes
Belong Coalition in partnership with the League of American Bicyclists in an effort to help
aspiring cities to experience – and designated cities to maintain – the significant momentum
generated by the BFC application process. Grant recipients receive technical assistance from the
League to help them prioritize and reach their bike-friendly goals.
(J438004-05_HavenAve_Appendices/G)
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Advocacy Advance Grants
Grant program, administered by the Alliance for Biking and Walking, to galvanize state and local bicycle
and pedestrian advocacy organizations to develop, transform, and create new campaigns.
Startup/Capacity Grants help new advocacy organizations get started and assist established groups in
growing stronger. Innovation Grants help advocacy organizations execute new, creative campaigns that
can be replicated by other bicycle and pedestrian advocates across North America.

Healthy Kids Grant Program
The General Mills Foundation, through the Healthy Kids grant program, provides grants to communitybased groups to find innovative means for youth to adopt a balanced diet and physically active lifestyle.
Annually, the foundation awards 50 grants, each for up to $10,000. Applicants must be a non-profit
organization which is ideal for school districts.

SmartWool Advocacy Fund
The SmartWool Advocacy Fund supports non-profit organizations that engage youth in an active
outdoor lifestyle. Past funding recipients include Minnesota Conservation Corps provides opportunities
for youth to act as environmental stewards while participating in outdoor service-learning activities
within Summer Youth Program and Youth Outdoors, an after school program.

Additional Resources
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)
Under federal law, a Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) is required for each urbanized area with
a population of more than 50,000 to ensure that there is a coordinated transportation planning program
and vision shared by all agencies within the region. The South Jersey Transportation Planning
Organization (SJTPO) is the designated MPO for the Southern New Jersey region that includes Atlantic,
Cape May, Cumberland, and Salem counties. The MPO‟s purpose is to oversee transportation
improvement projects and provide a forum for interagency cooperation and public input into funding
decisions. The MPO also sponsors and conducts studies, assists county planning agencies and monitors
compliance with national air quality goals.

Transportation Management Agency (TMA)
In New Jersey, Transportation Management Associations (TMAs) receive substantial funding assistance
through the Department of Transportation. In recent years, these funds have been from federal sources
(CMAQ, or STP) although in the past, funding came from state sources. TMAs have carried out and are
encouraged to continue to develop and undertake work program elements involving the promotion of
bicycling and walking including development of bicycling suitability maps, promotional efforts aimed at
increasing bicycling and walking, effective cycling presentations and other activities. In the Cape May
County, the TMA is Cross County Connection.
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Environmental Infrastructure Financing Program (Clean Water Financing)
The Environmental Infrastructure Financing Program, administered through the NJDEP, provides lowinterest loans to assist entities looking to construct new or improve existing wastewater, stormwater, or
nonpoint source management facilities. The program also provides loans for the purchase and
conservation of open space land, remedial action activities (including brownfields) and well sealing.
Applicable entities can be municipalities, counties, sewerage or utility authorities.

Community Development Transportation Lending Services
The Community Development Transportation Lending Services, as administered the Community
Transportation Association of America through Community Development Transportation Lending
Services, Inc., raises capital through active partnership with public agencies that can be used to finance a
broad range of transportation and related investments or Assistance Fund.

Dam Restoration and Inland Water Projects Loan
The Dam Restoration and Inland Water Projects Loan program, administered through the NJDEP,
provides low-interest loans to assist in the funding of dam restorations, flood control projects, water
pollution control projects, and water-related recreation and conservation activities. Financing is offered
through two product lines: The Capital Fund and the Business Operating
projects.

Residential Site Improvement Standards (RSIS)
The Residential Site Improvement Standards (RSIS) currently in effect in New Jersey require new
residential developments to include sidewalks. Other municipal and state zoning or access code
regulations have been used to require developers to provide both onsite and offsite improvements to
benefit bicycle and pedestrian traffic.

New Jersey Conservation Finance Program
The Open Space Institute (OSI) administers a loan program for non-profit land conservation
organizations and land trusts to apply for loans for projects that would greatly contribute to the
conservation of open space. The OSI has made fourteen loans in NJ, totaling $7.4 million to protect
10,620 acres. Loans are available for up to three years, with a simple interest rate of 3%. Repayment
terms will be set in accordance with project needs.
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Table 1: Funding Sources

Program

Activities Supported

Administrating
Agency/Organization

Contact Information

Federal
Transportation
Enhancements (TE)

Transportation
(including bike/ped)
Projects
Transportation
(including bike/ped)
Projects

FHWA/NJDOT

http://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/loca
laid/enhancements.shtm

FHWA/NJDOT/SJTPO

http://www.sjtpo.org/Documents/AirQuality/CMA
Q_FY12_ProjectGuide.pdf

Recreational Trails
Program (RTP)

Bicycle & Pedestrian
Projects

FHWA/NJDEP

www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/natural/trail_g
rants.htm

Highway Safety
Improvement Program
(HSIP)

Transportation
(including bike/ped)
Projects

FHWA

www.bikeleague.org/resources/reports/pdfs/highwa
y_safety_improvement_program.pdf

Transportation,
Community, and
System Preservation
Program (TSCP)

Bicycle & Pedestrian
Planning &
Programmatic
Activities

FHWA

www.ibrc.fhwa.dot.gov/tcsp/pi_tcsp.htm

Land & Water
Conservation Fund
(LWCF)

National Park Service
(NPS)

http://www.nps.gov/lwcf/

Surface Transportation
Program (STP) Funds Local Scoping Projects

Bicycle & Pedestrian
Planning &
Programmatic
Activities
Transportation
(including bike/ped)
Projects

FHWA/NJDOT/SJTPO

http://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/loca
laid/scoping.shtm%20

Surface Transportation
Program (STP) Funds Local Lead Projects

Transportation
(including bike/ped)
Projects

FHWA/NJDOT/SJTPO

www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/localaid/le
ad.shtm

Section 402 Safety
Funds - Pedestrian
Safety Education and
Enforcement

Pedestrian Planning
& Programmatic
Activities

NHTSA (National
Highway Traffic Safety
Administration) &
NJDLPS (NJ Dept. of Law
and Public Safety)

Gary Poedubicky, Acting Director
609-633-9014

The Congestion
Management and Air
Quality (CMAQ)
Improvement Program

gary.poedubicky@lps.state.nj.us
www.nj.gov/lps/hts/grants/

Note: Highlighted items indicate a top recommended funding source.
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Table 1: Funding Sources

(continued)

Activities Supported

Administrating
Agency/Organization

Section 402 Safety
Funds - Comprehensive
Traffic Safety Program
(CTSP)

Transportation
(including bike/ped)
Planning &
Programmatic
Activities

NHTSA (National
Highway Traffic Safety
Administration) &
NJDLPS (NJ Dept. of Law
and Public Safety)

Gary Poedubicky, Acting Director
609-633-9015

Safe Routes to School
(SRTS)

Bicycle & Pedestrian
Projects, Planning &
Programmatic
Activities

FHWA/NJDOT

www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/localaid/srt
s.shtm

Safe Routes to School
(SRTS) Mini-grants

Bicycle & Pedestrian
Projects, Planning &
Programmatic
Activities

National Center for Safe
Routes to School

www.saferoutesinfo.org/news_room/minigrants/ind
ex.cfm

Program

Contact Information

gary.poedubicky@lps.state.nj.us
www.nj.gov/lps/hts/grants/

State
Bikeway Grant

Bicycle Projects

NJDOT

www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/localaid/bi
kewaysf.shtm

Centers of Place Grant
Program

Non-traditional
transportation
(including bike/ped)
Projects
Transportation
(including bike/ped)
Projects
Bicycle & Pedestrian
Projects

NJDOT

www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/localaid/ce
nterplace.shtm

NJDOT

www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/localaid/m
unicaid.shtm

NJDOT

www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/localaid/sa
fe.shtm

Discretionary Aid
Program

Discretionary
Projects (including
pedestrian safety and
bikeway projects)

NJDOT

www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/localaid/de
scrfunding.shtm

Natural Resource
Conservation Program

Environmental
Planning &
Programmatic
Activities
Recreation and
Conservation
(including multi-use
trails) Projects

NJ Dept. of Agriculture

www.nj.nrcs.usda.gov/

NJDEP - Green Acres
Program - Local and
Nonprofit Assistance
Bureau

Martha Sullivan Sapp, Chief
609-984-0570

Municipal Aid
Safe Streets to Transit

Green Acres
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Table 1: Funding Sources

Program

Activities Supported

(continued)

Administrating
Agency/Organization

Contact Information

County/Local
Cape May County
Open Space and
Farmland Preservation
Trust Fund

Conservation

Cape May County Planning Department

Barbara Ernst, Division Director
609-465-1086

Private & Nonprofit
Smart Growth Planning
Grants

Transportation
(including bike/ped)
& Community
Development
Planning &
Programmatic
Activities
Sustainability

ANJEC (Association of
New Jersey Environmental
Commissions)

www.anjec.org

The Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation

www.grdodge.org

Franklin Parker Small
Grants Program

Environmental
Projects

Conservation Resources

www.conservationresourcesinc.org/index.php

Horizon Foundation of
New Jersey

Community Health
(including bike/ped)
Planning &
Programmatic
Activities
Bicycle & Pedestrian
Planning &
Programmatic
Activities
Bicycle Projects

Horizon Foundation of
New Jersey

http://www.horizon-bcbsnj.com/foundation

The Conservation Fund

www.conservationfund.org

International Mountain
Bicycling
Association/USA Cycling

www.imba.com

Bicycle & Pedestrian
Planning &
Programmatic
Activities

Bikes Belong Coalition in
partnership with the
League of American
Bicyclists

www.bikesbelong.org/what-we-do/bikes-belongfoundation/reibicycle-friendly-communities-grantprogram/

Bicycle & Pedestrian
Planning &
Programmatic
Activities

Alliance for Biking and
Walking

www.peoplepoweredmovement.org/grants

The Geraldine R.
Dodge Foundation
Grants

Kodak American
Greenways Program
Grants
International Mountain
Bicycling
Association/USA
Cycling Trail Tune-up
Grants
Bikes Belong Grant
Program - REI/Bicycle
Friendly Communities
(BFC) Grant Program
Advocacy Advance
Grants
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Table 1: Funding Sources (continued)

Program
Healthy Kids Grant
Program

SmartWool Advocacy
Fund

Activities Supported
Community Health
(including bike/ped)
Planning &
Programmatic
Activities
Recreation & Bicycle
& Pedestrian
Programmatic
Activities

Administrating
Agency/Organization

Contact Information

General Mills Foundation

http://www.generalmills.com/Responsibility/Comm
unity_Engagement/Grants/Champions_for_healthy
_kids.aspx

SmartWool

https://www.smartwool.com/default.cfm#/Smartpr
int/Advocacy/

Additional Resources
Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO)

Transportation
(including bike/ped)
Planning &
Programmatic
Activities
Transportation
(including bike/ped)
Planning &
Programmatic
Activities
Environmental
Projects

South Jersey
Transportation Planning
Organization (SJTPO)

http://www.sjtpo.org/

Cross County Connection
TMA

www.driveless.com

NJDEP - Municipal
Finance and Construction
Element

Stanley V. Cach, Jr., Assistant Director
609-292-8961
stanley.cach@dep.state.nj.us
http://www.nj.gov/dep/grantandloanprograms/nhr
driw/htm

Community
Development
Transportation
Lending Services

Transit Programs

Community
Transportation Association
of America

Transportation Lending Services
202-415-9682
http://www.ctaa.org/webmodules/webarticles/articl
efiles/tlsc.brochure.pdf

Dam Restoration and
Inland Water Projects
Loan Program

Environmental
Projects

NJDEP

John Ritchey, NJDEP-Engineering and Construction
609-984-0859
john.ritchey@dep.state.nj.us
http://www.nj.gov/dep/grantandloanprograms/nhr
driw/htm

Residential Site
Improvement
Standards (RSIS)

Bicycle & Pedestrian
Projects

NJDCA

www.state.nj.us/dca/divisions/codes/offices/rsis.ht
ml

Transportation
Management Agency
(TMA)
Environmental
Infrastructure
Financing Program
(Clean Water
Financing)
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Table 1: Funding Sources (continued)

Program
New Jersey
Conservation Finance
Program

Activities Supported
Conservation

Administrating
Agency/Organization
Open Space Institute

Contact Information
Michael Catania, NJ Field Coordinator
908-879-7942
michael@conservationresourcesinc.org
http://www.osiny.org/site/PageServer?pagename=P
rogram_CFP_GeographicRegions_NewJersey
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Table 2: Top Recommended Funding Sources
Program Name

Who is Eligible to Apply?

Transportation
Enhancements (TE)
Any municipal or county
government, non-profit
organization or State agency

Congestion Mitigation and Air
Quality Improvement Program
(CMAQ)
Government, non-profit, and
private entities(SJTPO’s county
and municipal members must act
as project sponsors).

Recreational Trails Program
(RTP)
Local, state and federal
government agencies; nonprofit
organizations qualifying under
section 501 (c) of the Internal
Revenue Service

NJDOT Bikeways Grant

Any municipal or county
government

Code; and friends of a Park group
recognized by a governmental
agency as a volunteer organization.
Eligible Infrastructure

Key Project Requirements

Local Funding
Requirements

Bicycle and pedestrian facilities
that provide safe
accommodations either
through construction of new
facilities or improvements to
existing facilities; funding is
available for design, right-ofway acquisition and
construction

Bicycle and pedestrian paths and
facilities that aim to reduce airpolluting emissions, or reduce
traffic congestion.

Facilities must be related to
surface transportation and not
created solely for recreational
purposes and must comply
with all federal administration
laws that apply to highway
projects; project sponsor is
responsible for securing all
applicable environmental
approvals

After final approval and
notification of CMAQ proposals,
the sponsor is responsible for
implementing

The trail proposal must be located
on land that is either:

and completing the project. This
includes any public involvement,
planning, design, construction, etc.

b) Privately owned with a
governmental agency holding an
easement for public access.

Local match varies, usually
20%; funds provided on a
reimbursement basis only

Local match 20% (from nonfederal sources)

(J438004_05_Appendix C_Funding Sources_Tables/G)

Trails and trail facilities.

Bike paths (facilities that are
physically
separated from motorized
vehicular traffic by an open space
or barrier either within the
highway right of way or within an
independent right of way)

a) Publicly owned; or

A project must place no
restrictions upon hours of use by
bicyclists (with the exception of
dusk-to-dawn closings, as of some
parks).

All project phases are eligible for
CMAQ funds, and costs are 100%
reimbursable.
Local match 20%

Initial Payment - The State will pay
a percentage of the award amount
or a percentage of the allotment
whichever is less, at the time of
award of contract approval. The
current percentage is 75%.
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Program Name

Transportation
Enhancements (TE)

Congestion Mitigation and Air
Quality Improvement Program
(CMAQ)

Recreational Trails Program
(RTP)

NJDOT Bikeways Grant

Contact Person

Michael Russo, Director
NJDOT Division of Local
Aid and Economic
Development
1035 Parkway Avenue
PO Box 600
Trenton, NJ 08625-0600
Tel: 609-530-3640
Fax: 609-530-8044
mike.russo@dot.state.nj.us

David S. Heller, Senior
Transportation Planner
South Jersey Transportation
Planning Organization (SJTPO)
782 South Brewster Road, Unit B6
Vineland, NJ 08361
Tel: 856-794-1941
Fax: 856-794-2549
dheller@sjtpo.org

John Flynn, Trails Coordinator
NJDEP, Green Acres Program
Mail Code 501-01
PO Box 420
Trenton, NJ 08625-0420
Tel: 609-984-1014
Fax: 609-984-0608
john.flynn@dep.state.nj.us

District Manager
NJDOT Division of Local Aid
and Economic Development
District Office
District 4
1 Executive Campus
Route 70 West, 3rd Floor
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
Tel: (856) 486-6618
Fax: (856) 486-6771

Additional Information

Bicycle and pedestrian facilities
that connect community or
regional activity centers such as
businesses, schools, libraries,
shopping and recreation areas
are given the highest priority;
applicants may include costs
for cultural resource surveys,
and preliminary engineering
but these projects generally
receive lower scores

Minimum amount of funding in
any given year is $100,000 and
there is no limit on the number of
proposals a sponsor may submit.

Of the funding available each year,
30% is allocated for nonmotorized trail projects, 30% for
motorized trail projects, and 40%
for diversified use trail projects.
The maximum grant award for a
non-motorized trail project is
$25,000.

Although priority will be given to
construction of new bike paths,
the proposed construction or
delineation of any new bicycle
facility will be considered. Projects
eligible for funding under other
State Aid and
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Federal Aid programs may not be
considered for funding under the
Bikeways program.
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Appendix D: Community Outreach Material
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Appendix E: Questionnaire Responses
1)

What is your vision for the Bike Blvd & the Rail Trail?
My vision for the Rail Trail is to see it completed from one end of the island to the other. It
would be the safest way to bike, jog or walk the length of the island. I am a year round
resident who wants to ride safely off of West Ave. and also enjoy the view of nature as I ride.
Safe biking around the island, not only end to end but bay to beach.
I would like to see a bike trial that provides for a safe way for children & I to travel on the
island from one end to the other. I live in the south end (47th Street) and bike down to the
Longport Bridge & back. I think the trail needs to take into account the amount of summer
traffic/visitors that OC gets each year.
I don't have a vision, per se. However, I favor a bike route from as far north as is practical to
as far south as practical. Hopefully at a safe and enforced speed limit.
I would like to see the bike path continue along the old railroad bed all the way to where it
exits Ocean City.
It would be great if these could be created and linked up with other trails in Cape May County
to form a continuous network from Cape May to Ocean City. The boulevard would include
safe crossings at 9th and 34th streets.
A bike route that creates in the rider an appreciation of the diverse areas of the whole island
including beach (via boardwalk), residential, and bays (via rail trail).
Taking a SAFE ride with my grandkids and along the trail educate them about the wetlands
and nature.
I envision a bike trail from the north end to the south end of Ocean City where bike riders
can safely ride and enjoy the outdoors and their surroundings.
safe place for families to ride
I ride an old beach bike all over the island from the South end, over a thousand miles per yr,
shopping from 55th to 8th as well as Asbury Ave. and on the boardwalk, the library,
community center, banking, riding the boardwalk in the off season, breakfast & lunch at
various places, and friends all over the island. I use everything, the roads, bike lanes, the
beach at low tide, boardwalk, bike lanes and of course the Bike Blvd. So, for people using
bikes or walking to get around the island, City wide access to the bike route, to and from any
point on the island, and traffic calming are essential.
As the beginning of a system of accesses that allow bicycles to be used as transportation, not
just a recreational ride.
We would like to be able to ride without worry of being hit by cars. We personally know of a
man who was killed by having to ride past parked cars on a main street. We believe that
taking the path off of West Ave. and putting it on the rail trail would be ideal. Putting the
trail on another street or ally would not be prudent.
A safe place to ride with my family from one end of town to the other.
A safe trail for families to visit the entire island.
To have a safe and scenic ride for pleasure, exercise, and basic island transportation.
Create a new attraction for Ocean City and make it a destination for active people that do not
like having to drive every time they need to go out. Expand on our small town charm of an
active, walking town that thinks progressively.
Love what was done on Haven Ave. I am sure whatever needs to be done should be done
with the planners on biking.
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Safe bike routes for all ages and abilities.
As envisioned it will give families and kids a safe way to traverse the island. As I stated
before, to make it truly useful as a bike path it needs to be a through avenue. Large parts of
the existing bike path require that the rider stop at every cross street (or run the stop signs)
which makes the bike trail all but useless for a serious rider (and potentially dangerous). For
that reason, unless the stop signs are changed, I wouldn‟t use the bike trail and will continue
to ride on West Avenue, which is a through street. The bike path as is creates a safety issue
because of the configuration of the stop signs at the intersections. Stop signs should be
moved to halt traffic crossing the trail. I would support a dedicated bike path across the
island and extending it if those issues are addressed.
A safe bike path for my family to travel.
To have a marked bike area that promotes pleasure and safe biking thru ocean city. Bike
paths improve towns and become desired areas to be near.
Having a safe bike and walking trail extend from Longport Bridge, down to where the old RR
came in from Upper Township. Then the trail extending over a new bridge across the intercoastal back to Upper Township. Also, that 34th St. Bridge and Roosevelt Blvd. be rebuilt to
have a walking/bike path out to Mamora.
I envision numerous safe routes north and south and east to west for bikers, pedestrians etc.
with a wide focus on the entire island not just one north south route. All new street paving
should incorporate this bike/walk/run concept to create a uniform infrastructure making it
easier for all to understand the rules of the road and adopt a share the road mentality.
A safe and comprehensive network of pathways for pleasure or purposeful travel throughout
the island that is developed through a consistent master plan over time.
Biking trails should be as comprehensive as possible in Ocean City commensurate with public
safety.
That Ocean City has a safe and viable alternative for cycling around the city. A bike route that
is not on any of the major streets/intersections (i.e. – West, Central, Asbury Ave.) as they are
presently designed.
A bike trail that connects one end of the island to the other end free of any automobile
traffic.
A Bike path that would be safe for all bikers, fiscally feasible for taxpayers, environmentally
sensitive to the wetlands, and concern for the flooding that would occur if the rail bed was
disturbed, especially for the Haven Ave. residents.
I envision a continuous, thru-bikeway from the Longport Bridge to Corsons Inlet. A
greenway where bicyclists have the right of way – few north/south stop signs. Reduced cross
traffic. Reduction/elimination of north/south auto access. Safe crossing at major
intersections: Battersea Rd., 9th Street, 34th Street and 55th Street. A clearly defined greenway
– signs, traffic-calming, signage, etc. Making the bike boulevard a special place to be for bikes
and pedestrians. Rail Trail: Simple and natural. No “Amenities”! (lights, etc.) natural surface.
In harmony with the surroundings. Accessible at 36th, 45th and 46th, and 49th. Also a possible
added access point at 40th.
A bike route that creates in the rider an appreciation of the diverse areas of the whole island
including beach (via boardwalk), residential, and bays (via rail trail).
End of island to end of island
South end over the old railroad bed
North end connection behind super-fresh-playground-primary school down Simpson – West
Atlantic to bridge.
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A simple trail with a natural surface, trees, and no amenities.
As an avid biker, I would prefer to see West Avenue converted to one lane in each direction
for cars, add landscaped medians with breaks at each street to accommodate turning traffic.
This would leave room for a dedicated bike lane instead of having to share the bike lane with
parked traffic. For a model, look at our friends in Avalon and Stone Harbor along Dune
Drive.
I feel the rail trail and bike path should be 1 concept.
Bike Blvd would be accomplished on streets and the rail trail would be a short nature path
(similar to Corson‟s state park) on the easily converted sections of track.
To have a safe user friendly method of traversing the city using other than motor vehicles,
bikes, pedestrians, etc.
Bike Boulevard – a place that families with small children as well as less experienced bikers
can bike at a leisurely pace in a safe manner.
2)

Complete these sentences, circling either “good idea” or “not a good idea”:
a.
b.
a.
b.

a.

b.

a.
b.

The Bike Boulevard is (not a good idea) It still provides danger to young children riding
with their parent. Car doors opening, traffic up and down West Ave. and cars being side
swiped by erratic bike riders.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because it is so much safer for all concerned. The
existing bike trail from 9th to 35th Street is a pleasure to ride on. Safe and well maintained.)
The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because… there are a huge number of people traveling
by bike on the island and because biking promotes physical health and reduces pollution.
The Rail Trail is not a good idea because …it may be invasive to the existing wetland and
may not be functional during times of flood. But I am open minded to research being
done to possibly overcome these barriers.
The Bike Boulevard is a good idea, but the stop signs need to be eliminated. Bike riders
should be following the same rules as vehicles therefore a biker has to stop at each street.
You cannot rely on drivers to give bike riders the right of way...some will, but I have seen
many who do not. Especially when children are riding without adult supervision. They
tend to race each other and just not aware of their surroundings as much as an adult might
be. You must keep in mind that a child just does not have the experience that an adult has.
The Rail Trail is a not a good idea because …I must admit I have my concerns about this
rail trail. I think there are other alternatives & feel it may impact the environment of the
marsh lands. I am also concerned that the paved surface of the railroad bed will cause
more runoff water not to be easily absorbed into the ground therefore causing flooding
which is something OC does not need. Another concern is how will the surrounding area
of the railroad bed not be impacted while this trail is being built/cleaned up. It seems it is
very overgrown in parts & you would need construction equipment to clear it out properly
to make sure it does not grow back. Also, how will the trail be kept cleared...who would be
responsible?
The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because… it provides a safe means to travel nearly
anywhere in the city for myself, wife, and especially our grand kids. I would prefer to see
the speed limit maintained at 15 mph, with more enforcement.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because … Same answer as a) In addition, it would allow
our grand kids to see a bit more of nature. Me, too.
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a.
b.
a.
b.
a.
b.
a.
b.
a.
b.

The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because it will provide a safe route for bike riders, not
only for exercise, but also GREEN transportation.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because it will aide in less automobile exhaust and will
increase safety for cyclists.
The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because… It is a great idea because will provide a safer
alternative to the present options, and it will make getting around Ocean City for errands
and shopping locally without the negative aspects of driving and parking.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because …It is also a great idea because it will provide a
safer passage to the south end and points beyond.
The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because … it increases safety for cyclists, pedestrians
and motor vehicles by providing a clear routes and understanding for all of right of way
rules.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because … it promotes appreciation of wild areas and what
Ocean City used to be before it was developed.
The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because…It enhances the quality of life of everyone
who lives, and visits, Ocean City.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because …The Rail Trail, however, opens a new and
interesting/educational opportunity while getting fit!
The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because…it creates a bike path which incorporates
safety while riding. The path will be well marked out and protected from car traffic.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because …it will utilize an off the road path for bike riders.

a.
b.

The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because… it provides a place to safely ride.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because … can be a part of bike path, more bikers then
walkers.

a.

The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because…Great, the portions completed so far meet
my objectives above, I live on the West side of West, on Haven Ave., the Bike Blvd is my
street and I love it.
The Rail Trail is a good idea/ not a good idea because …Depends on its proposed use,
if you mean as the solution to the problems facing pedestrians & bikers in the Southern
part of town -36th-49th-, then--- sorry no. I have issues with the rail trail related to its
limited access, practicality for the area it is trying to help and lack of traffic calming. A rail
trail as I‟ve seen it proposed will not provide the access I‟d like, nor will it calm traffic or
assist in moving around in the area it spans. It will span from 36th to 49th – then the Bike
Blvd takes over again from 49th to 56th. Within those 13 blocks, [1/5th of the island], there
is limited access, at only 3 points, the two ends and 46th Street greatly reducing its
usefulness as a way to move around the neighborhood. Rail Trail users from the area and
trying to come to the area in question, 36th - 49th will have to use and cross the fastest,
widest street on the island to get to it, and then use the existing streets, that we all agree are
the problem, to move around on. I can‟t make that concept work for me. Dealing with
West Ave. is the problem down my way [on Haven Ave., 51st ], a street level bike route
with traffic calming will address that, a rail path can‟t. It‟ll be great if you are at one end or
the rail trail going to the other, you‟ll be able to avoid West Ave., but not in or around the
affected area.

b.
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a.
b.

The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because it allows safe recreational cycling.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because it offers a scenic part of the trip that uses existing
right of way.

a.
b.

The Bike Boulevard is not a good idea because…it is too dangerous.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because …it is safer, provides better views for a leisurely ride.

a.
b.

The Bike Boulevard is a good idea.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because …It provides a scenic and safe place to ride.

a.

The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because… I believe the Bike Boulevard is a good idea
because Haven Ave. is not a busy street in the So. End. Bike traffic would not be a
problem; it could go straight through to 56th St.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because …The Rail Trail sounds good but the opposition is
strong. The Rail Trail would have to continue from 51st St. on to Haven Ave. to make a
safe route to Corson's Inlet.

b.

a.

b.

The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because…This is the first time I have heard the term
"bike boulevard." If it means a bike path from one end of the island to the other, I think it
is a wonderful idea. This city seems to have more bike riders every year. People enjoy
riding their bikes on vacation. It's fun, it has physical benefits, and it has environment
benefits. In the summer, I always choose a bike over a car to do my errands. Biking, as it
is now, is still pretty dangerous except for the Haven Ave. path. I feel very safe on that
route.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because …The rail trail is a wonderful idea as well. So many
cities have done this. I used to live in Fairfax, VA and they had a wonderful rail trail. I
have also visited every National Park in the USA. Many of these parks have built
walkways over swamps, wetlands, and volcanic grounds as well as into caves. It seems to
work. I don't see litter, disrespect for the environment, or damage to the surrounding
area. I see visitors having a great, memorable time. I can't believe that OC is so unique
that this can't work. I do not know what a bike blvd. is but it has to be better than the
current joke on West Ave. The rail to trail is a great idea. Nice location, low impact on
wetlands. It will improve current overgrowth and disrepair of rail bed and create yet
another low cost, low maintenance, attraction that can be used in advertising Ocean City
to our residents and visitors.

a.
b.

The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because…Sounds good.
The Rail Trail is a good idea/ not a good idea because …Do not know too much about
the Southern End, as I am near the airport and just love Haven Ave.

a.
b.

The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because…Good idea- safe biking for all.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because …Good idea- safe biking, scenic natural views, one
less person on West Ave.

a.

The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because…The bike boulevard is a good idea if it is
made into a through avenue. Otherwise PLEASE MAINTAIN the bike lanes on West
Avenue for that purpose.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because …The rail trail is a good idea if it is paved. I
understand the environmental concerns but you don‟t want to ride a road bike on packed

b.
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earth or loose cinders and it would be unusable (if not dangerous) when wet. If it can‟t be
paved I don‟t know that it‟s a good idea, and an alternative should be considered.
a.
b.
a.
b.

a.
b.

a.
b.
a.
b.

The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because… of safety over West Avenue and healthy
exercise.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because … it connects the whole island. It also gives us a
glimpse of nature.
The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because…a known place for biking, so that bikes, cars
and pedestrians are more aware of each other
The Rail Trail is a good idea because … a safe place for biking, walking and exploring in
ocean city, a place families can get away from traffic and enjoy fresh air, exercise, and
nature.
The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because…Gives a safe environment for biking and
encourages the use of bikes. Let‟s work on making safe routes to get to and from it.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because …As long as it can be done with minimal intrusion
to any wildlife or the wetlands, this would create another outdoor activity to be enjoyed
by all who live and come to Ocean City.
The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because…a central, identifiable route raises awareness
of all vehicle operators to a bicycle presence.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because …it is a successful model in other communities
similar to Ocean City.
The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because…It‟s a good idea because of the safety
feature it provides the rider.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because… If the NJ DOT finds this to be a viable route,
both financially and environmentally, then this route is nothing short of a fabulous idea
and a home run! There are a number of reasons why this would be good: Safety,
enjoying/sharing nature, encouraging bike riding as oil nears $100 dollars a barrel, etc.

a.
b.

The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because of what was stated above.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because it would be quite scenic without disrupting the
wetlands and by providing a safe bicycle route for residents and visitors.

a.

The Bike Boulevard is a good idea IF …the existing bike blvd. was widened to prevent
motorists from opening their doors into the bikers.
The Rail Trail is not a good idea because the damage that would be done to the wetlands,
the costs for such a project, and the loss of quiet and peace for residents adjacent to the
rail trail, and the concern for flooding.

b.

a.

The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because… It utilizes a former railway running the
length of the Island, in the center of the island. This makes it accessible to all residents. It
also is away from the busiest area – beach and boardwalk. Haven conveniently has 2
schools, the community center, playgrounds/ballfields, food stores, pharmacies, etc. So it
is a convenient “artery”. Creating/completing this will offer residents a safe place to walk,
run, bike in a quiet, leisurely enjoyable space. It would encourage more active
transportation.

(J438004-05_HavenAve_Appendices/G)

Page E-6

Ocean City Rail Trail & Bicycle Boulevard Project
H A VE N A V E N UE C O R R I D OR R E P OR T
b.

The Rail Trail is a good idea because …This rail trail would connect the Haven Ave. bike
boulevard – connect the south end neighborhoods to the rest of the island safely. It
would also provide opportunity. Access to wetlands which is very limited.

a.

The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because it increases safety for cyclists, pedestrians and
motor vehicles by providing a clear understanding for all right of way rules.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because it promotes appreciation of wild areas and what
Ocean City used to be before it was developed.

b.
a.
b.

The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because…
The Rail Trail is a good idea because …

a.

The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because…it gives people of all ages and abilities a safe
place to bike to major destinations in town. In addition, bike boulevards will make the
adjacent neighbors more attractive and desirable to live in.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because … because it will promote bike safety, connect more
people to back bay nature, and become another memorable place for residents and visitors
to visit.

b.

a.

b.

a.
b.

3)

The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because…if patterned after Avalon and Stone Harbor
along Dune Drive, it would work well. It would also serve to slow down car traffic on
West as no one seems to abide by the 35 mph speed limit. It promotes good health and
less cars which is good for the environment. It reduces our reliance on motor vehicles, it
will slow the pace of people down, it is a healthy alternative for kids (like the school bus
concept), can help in the overall congestion on the island and the parking problems
around town.
The Rail Trail is not a good idea/good idea because …I am neutral on this until the
feasibility study is completed. Exposes people to the wonders of nature. Not a good idea if it
creates too much unnatural structure in the area. Good idea if it provides access for people to
appreciate the natural beauty and function of the wetlands. It gets people out in an area
normally not experienced when visiting Ocean City. It increases our profile for people seeking
a different walking or biking area. This natural setting is unknown to many visitors. In
addition, it gets bikes off West Avenue.
The Bike Boulevard is a good idea because the City needs family-friendly bike routes
along the length of the island as well as across the island.
The Rail Trail is a good idea because …it will bring people to access the beauty of the
wetlands. I am unsure if it will work for bikes but at a minimum it will be a great nature
walking trail.

How would these facilities benefit the community? Who would benefit? Why?
Everyone in the community that ride, walk or jog would have a safe place to enjoy their
pleasure. And a lot of people will choose the bike path to safely get to the boardwalk for
their morning ride. It would keep them off of the main roads on which they cause unsafe
and scary driving conditions for motorist.
Safety, health, decreased traffic, decreased emissions; everyone would benefit; because of all
the benefits listed.
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I think if we have a designated bike trail in OC it would help alleviate some of the traffic,
possibly more people would use their bikes to get around. It is a great workout to ride your
bike and enjoy the beautiful surroundings OC has to offer.
I believe all would benefit. That is; residents as well as visitors. Because it would add to the
enjoyment of living in or visiting Ocean City.
Everyone benefits when you create safer roads.
They would make the community a safer for bikers, make it more attractive to tourists,
benefit local businesses, alleviate parking congestion, provide a better commuting
alternative for students and workers. They would improve the image of Ocean City as an
up-to-date, healthy, and safe resort.
Bike routes provide regulated access to all the places they lead, both natural and developed.
It benefits cyclists, pedestrians, tourists, residents, and wildlife because it increases our
experience and therefore our appreciation of the diverse areas of our island and our
willingness to protect it.
There will be fewer "near misses" or hits of riders. Also, it will enhance property values
and quality of life.
It will benefit all who utilize the facilities. A safe environment for riding their bikes.
Would benefit everyone. Safe place for families and good exercise
More biking and pedestrian activity will result in less automobile congestion, on the roads
and in the finite parking spaces. From a fiscal point of view more people on the
street/sidewalk results in more traffic into the commercial properties‟. For the people doing
the biking and walking, the health benefits are widely known to be positive.
As a safe pathway, the entire community benefits by increasing public safety generally.
Specifically, it offers safety and access to both riders who live here and tourists. It also is an
additional attraction for potential visitors. Importantly, it will promote family riding
because safety fears for children are limited.
Everyone would benefit who would use it. If in a safe location it would encourage more
people to enjoy biking in Ocean City.
They would keep bike traffic off of West Avenue and everyone would benefit.
These bike routes would benefit the locals as well as tourists. This would provide easy
access to shop, eat and visit different beaches & neighboring activities plus visit friends who
vacation or live at the other end of OC without parking issues.
Safer biking, a more island feeling, alternative transportation. Everyone would benefit bikers, motorists, and pedestrians.
A huge benefit to the active community of OC. Bikers and runners. Finally an attraction for
the south end. The south end deserves this.
I think having fewer cars traveling on our roads would be great. I also think that end of
OC could use a Haven Ave.
All would benefit- bikers & pedestrians. Biking from one end of the island to the other
would be easier. Maybe people would bike to the boards rather than take a car.
I suspect the rail trail would be used mostly by tourists during the summer, which isn‟t to
say it doesn‟t have its merits. It would be one more benefit the city could offer to tourists.
As a side note I‟m pleased with the community center. It makes you proud of the town and
where it‟s heading.
All bikers and nature enthusiast would benefit due to increased biking safety and riding
through nature.
(J438004-05_HavenAve_Appendices/G)
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Everyone would benefit hopefully it would mean a few less cars on the roads - helps
promote health to the residents and visitors in town. Ocean City does have many bike
riders it would encourage more people to use bikes if they see the town catering to it, nice
paths, bike racks, quicker and cheaper than driving and parking.
Improve access from South end to Community Center. Unite the community. Volunteers
could help build necessary structures/bridges where RR bed has been eroded.
It would allow people to enjoy the wetlands, allow for educational opportunities similar to
those conducted at the Stone Harbor facility and give another outlet for families. It would
encourage biking as a mode of travel, cut down on CO2 emissions, and beautify the city.
All members of the community benefit (full and part time residents and guests) by having
access to an automobile alternative. Benefits-safe travel, physical well-being, pollution
reduction (air and noise), convenience, reduced parking needs, tourism attraction.
Any improvements would be a boon to residents in terms of enjoyment of their
environment, enhancement of public health and added value to the general property in the
City as a whole. Landlords would reap a benefit through the added attractiveness of Ocean
City.
Local residents would benefit, part time homeowners, tourists, the town of Ocean City
would benefit from increased tourism and more revenue to local businesses. Locals,
homeowners and tourists would all benefit by having the opportunity to be exposed to the
beauty of nature.
It would benefit both visitors and residents by providing a safe area for recreation and
exercise. It would also provide an opportunity for families to bike from the North End to
the South End of the island.
If done properly, it would allow residents & vacationers safe travel from the north and
south ends of the island. This could eliminate some vehicle traffic.
Offering more active transportation opportunities would benefit almost all in the
community. Young children, seniors, families, etc. A healthier community with more
exercise and less pollutants. I also think creating a very bike friendly community would
have economic benefits by bringing more tourists to town, possibly improving the
“shoulder” seasons.
Bike routes provide regulated access to the places they lead. It benefits all who can
appreciate contact with others: cyclists, pedestrians, tourists, residents and wildlife because
it increases our experience of the diverse areas of our island.
Biker friendly; benefits everyone; green, healthy, and this is a shore/beach community plus
its kool.
People of all ages and abilities. People who love nature or want to connect with it. People
who must bike for economic reasons. People who choose to bike to reduce our carbon
footprint. People who bike to promote personal fitness.
I think converting West Avenue benefits more people; exposes people to nature, gets cars
off roads. Bicyclists, walkers, runners, nature observers.
Provide better access to the City as a whole for bikers.
Increase safety in the City.
Provide another reason for tourists to visit the City.
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4)

What issues do you think may need to be addressed as part of this project?
Should summer residence have the right to hold back a project that benefits year round
residents as well as summer residents and our tourism renters. The full length bike rail trail
would be a great help in promoting tourism for our town. (If the research team finds that
the rail trail would not endanger the wet lands or cause more flooding, the project should
go on.) When people bought or built behind the wet lands they knew what to expect as far
as flooding goes. The rail trail is not going to make any difference when the tide rises.
Respect for wildlife, bike safety, litter disposal, crime, noise pollution in residential areas,
signage, maintenance, landscaping, dog usage (I would want dogs to be allowed).
Definitely the stop signs along Haven Avenue. I think this needs to be addressed before
anything else. I realize that there are concerns about keeping the traffic calm along there as
well. I do not ride along Haven Avenue because it is a nuisance to have to come to a stop at
every intersection. It is much better to ride along Central or Asbury Avenues where you
have the right of way most of the time.
I think there is a misconception that the rail trail will increase flooding. As I understand it,
no earthwork will be carried out other than removing rails & ties, and rolling the existing
beds. I really believe those that protest against it aren't as concerned about the wetlands as
they say. Instead, I see them as NIMBYs but wouldn't dare use that as their argument.
The only issue I have would be to be sure all the poison ivy, oak, etc. was removed from
alongside the rail bed when the path is built.
Funding and bogus environmental issues raised by the selfish few.
a) Trash receptacles and pick-up, b) pervious coverage, c) habitat protection, d) wetlands
reclamation, e) non-property taxpayer funding.
Concerns of the opposition to Rail Trail on environmental and liability grounds.
Environmental issues, flooding issues, safety for participants, and funding for creation and
maintenance of the project.
Cost and consensus of community for one or the other.
South end , West Ave. from 55th to 36th ,reduced to 1 lane each way, speed reduced to
30mph [minimum] this will add only 34 seconds to the trip between 34th and 55th ,
North/South crossings on Haven Bike Blvd @ 55th, 35th,34th and 9th streets. I‟m finding
more people each year slowing & stopping for pedestrians ,not so much for bikes –they
don‟t have to unless you‟re walking the bike across, even then those particular crossings are
not easy. East/West crossings still need work all over, parking is closer than I like to the
corners, visibility is limited if that space is being used and traffic doesn‟t yield [or have to]
for bikes being ridden, yet it may take a bike a little longer than a car from a stop to cross
the road. A route from 9th St. North to the Longport Bridge.
Bogus fears of negative impact on wetlands. State and National parks throughout the
country have trails and boardwalks that both allow and limit access. Folks who are users of
the trail would use trash receptacles if provided.
Loss of privacy for home owners along the path. Unfortunately for them, they do not own
the view.
Dangers of east/west travel. If OC is to become a bicycle-friendly community, there must
be a way to travel throughout the city safely and fearlessly. What a wonderful place this
would be if we could ride to shop, go to the doctor, and visit friends - not just take a
recreational ride. Of course, we would need parking spaces for the bikes.

(J438004-05_HavenAve_Appendices/G)

Page E-10

Ocean City Rail Trail & Bicycle Boulevard Project
H A VE N A V E N UE C O R R I D OR R E P OR T
People on the rail trail do not own this area and this will not hurt their views of the
wetlands. They are being selfish. They don‟t pay extra taxes for the wetland and all should
be able to enjoy the views.
Wetland preservation, eco-conscious.
The Bike Blvd issue is how to implement the path from 35th St to 46th St.
Safety, cost, sensitivity of those in opposition.
The residents seem to be overwhelmingly in favor of this. You will never convince anyone
whose backyard it will be in that it is a good idea. Address maintenance costs. No lights, no
trash cans.
Just keep it safe and rules of biking none to everyone...bikers and drivers.
Environmental and cost.
That the rail trail will negatively impact the quality of life of the residents that live along it.
Ocean City being what it is I don‟t feel that it would be intrusive or otherwise create a
problem for the residents. I think that riders would stay on the trail and simply pass
through. How disruptive are the bike riders on the existing streets? I haven‟t heard
complaints from the residents where the trail now exists. Maybe shrubs or trees could be
planted along the corridor as a screen if privacy is an issue.
Obviously, don't ruin the environment.
How to keep the area maintained, and attractive to everyone.
State to accept some wetland infringement as necessary to promote the welfare of the
community.
Cost to the taxpayer including those to maintain, parking of the bikes, safety, proper use of
shared roadway.
Environmental impact, automobile traffic flow, bicycle rider education.
Good and sensitive design. Let us not make the 'perfect' the enemy of the 'desirable'.
Cost of the project to the local community….. Environmental impact….. Effect on
homeowners directly near the rail trail…. Maintenance and upkeep.
Obviously, the residents along Haven Avenue may feel that there will be an intrusion to
their privacy. If the project does go through, it is imperative that the cyclists have a great
deal of respect for private property and the wetlands.
COST: financially, environmentally, flood control, value of residents home's along bike
path.
Bike Boulevard:
- Crossings at major roads: Battersea, 9th, 34th, and 55th
- Improvements between 10th and 13th
- East/west connectors to boardwalk, downtown, etc.
Rail-Trail
- Negative perceptions from “wetland destruction” slogan – opposition by vocal minority
- Privacy at 4800 block
- Possible environmental issues
- 2 washout areas
- Funding
Trash receptacles and pick-up.
Pervious coverage.
Habitat protection.
(J438004-05_HavenAve_Appendices/G)

Page E-11

Ocean City Rail Trail & Bicycle Boulevard Project
H A VE N A V E N UE C O R R I D OR R E P OR T
Wetlands reclamation.
Non-property taxpayer funding.
Paving options.
Signage – information.
Environmental concerns. Economic concerns. Safety concerns. Privacy concerns.
Environmental concerns if the rail trail is considered wetlands. Dangers of riding bikes on
West Avenue.
Unstable areas of the rail bed between 36th and 40th streets need to be addressed without
impacting wetlands (and with DEP/CFOE approval).
The Friends of the Wetlands need to be brought to the table. This is not us vs. them; it is
good for the whole island. Need to show them the impact on wetlands (minimal) and the
benefits to the island.
Safe crossing of 9th Street.
Safe crossing of 34th Street.
North-south access from 36th Street o 49th Street.
5)

Are there opportunities of any kind that you think the Project Team should know about?
(i.e., related community activities, initiatives, or projects; organizations or people who
might have special knowledge or insights; community events where the project could be
presented)
I would like to have the Project Team at one of my meetings of the OC Republican club,
where I can invite the public. I have a Trustees and Executive board meeting on Jan.
11TH. I would like to suggest that possibility to them at that time.
I think most organizations are aware of the project. The problem is getting them all to
communicate without fall out. A good event at the south end to present the project would
be the 4th of July Bike Parade.
I hope this committee reviews the idea of reconfiguring West Avenue in the south end. I
understand there was a proposal to reduce West Avenue into one lane in each direction,
then have a parking lane for vehicles and then a designated bike lane closest to the curb. I
realize there is one block (46th Street) where the homes have their driveways facing the
street so this block would need to be looked at, but with that said I think this is the best
solution. It would make West Avenue safer for pedestrians to cross. Last year while riding
my bike near 41st Street I saw a child about 10 or 11 years old. He was at the crosswalk
waiting to cross West Avenue. He was off his bike. Vehicles in the right northbound lane
stopped as well as both of the southbound lanes. The boy begins to cross when an
impatient driver in the northbound stopped lane goes around the car in front of him and
goes through the intersection. Still to this day I am not sure how this child was not struck
by this impatient driver. This child was being very careful. I would have started to cross just
like he did...no one was coming and all traffic when he started to cross the street was
stopped. I feel a review of West Avenue for the proposed south end bike path maybe a
good solution not only for continuing the bike path, but also for a safer West Avenue. I
have brought this up to the mayor, Cape May County freeholders & Ray Wagner. The only
person I have received a response back from is Ray Wagner who also agreed with me.
The Pinellas Trail in Florida provides a great model for a county-wide bike path, complete
with overpasses over busy roads.
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Reach out to all civic and community organizations, schools and clubs by offering to give
presentations at their meetings, contribute articles to their newsletters or websites
Show the Power Point presentation that has been shown at various meetings. It is excellent
and should be used as often as possible to as many people as possible.
Presentations to as many civic and community organizations as possible. Prepare and hand
out literature on bike safety. These handouts should be given to motels, hotels, real estate
agents who handle rentals, bike rental facilities, etc. It is important that we educate as many
people as possible on safety. Too often, we have tourists come to our city, fling down their
bags, and off they go on their bikes unsafely.
Make sure police are involved; they have a lot of insight. Already have a bike unit fully
operational that might have ideas or direction.
No, but I‟d propose having it printed in the local papers, Current & Gazette along with a
return address or contact email address for opinions and ideas to be presented.
No.
N/A
I think the team does an excellent job in the communication. I believe it is a good idea to
have an independent study of the issues raised by the Friends of the Wetlands.
Schools. Get the kids involved and make it a family thing. The kids deserve this safe
corridor.
Only in the area six-seven months a year. I am not knowledgeable.
If the rail trail is completed across the length of the island you could do a theme event … a
family ride around the island with water/ice cream stops. I don‟t know if the entire length
of the bike trail would be bi-directional but it would be cool to have a circuit or loop
designated specifically as a bike trail.
You may reach out to other local communities that have had a bike path added in the last
10 years and get their opinions. Bike shops may have some insight. You may want to poll
the children in our schools. Possibly set up an info table at the end of the boardwalk on
Saturdays to solicit answers.
The word (good and bad) is being spread thru town from meetings and news media,
continue to promote the positive side of the project by addressing and including all age,
social levels, I think this is already being done. Garden associations might want to be
involved in making the area look nice and natural (the section completed in the 20‟s might
benefit from this).
I think by creating an organized ride on the bike route you would raise awareness and
support for the advancement of a friendly bike town.
Activities of PTA, Advisory Council for Physical Fitness and Sports, Friends of the
Wetlands.
Regarding the establishing of a local group that supports and works on behalf of this
project, I think that it is imperative that the group initially focus on educating the general
public by getting in front of as many local organizations as possible. After the results of the
NJ DOT study are presented, then and only then, should we proceed with a grass roots
movement for signatures.
Certainly, events such as bike-a-thons to raise money for the Humane Society or similar
charities would be appropriate. There could also be beautification projects along the rail
bed by individuals or community groups.
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Before any stage of this bike path is started, there must be a concerted effort to contact as
many residents, who will be directly affected by this project, and have a meeting so that the
time is convenient as possible, for all to attend.
Potential for “Safe Routes to School”
Reach out to all civic and community organizations, schools and clubs by offering to give
presentations at their meetings, contribute articles to their newsletters or websites. Recruit
individuals to create support network island wide.
No. Sensitivity to privacy issues of the homeowners along the rail bed. Be sensitive to the
agendas of vocal homeowners spreading misinformation.
Community activities, initiatives, or projects; organizations or people who might have
special knowledge or insights; community events where the project could be presented.
I think your team has good representation, with the exception of the neighbors in the South
end, along the proposed 36 to 49 route.
6)

General Comments
Keep up the fight. Thanks for all you do.
At a bike path meeting early on, using Asbury Ave as a “share the road” route was
suggested, instead of Haven. Possibly too heavily traveled? It is closer to the beach and
runs almost end to end uninterrupted. It got brushed past at the meeting because Haven
had already been initiated but it still might be a good idea, especially for the shopping
district. The pedestrian shopping street is a big draw in Cape May. Good luck!
I live opposite the bird sanctuary on Haven Ave., where there is the paved cycle path. It
was installed the year we moved in. It has brought enjoyment to just about everyone,
including ourselves. It has also brought litter, which we have learned to live with. At
times, the City will send a small crew around to pick up, and we residents also go out on
occasion to pick up. Unfortunately, some of the litter is thrown over the fence into the
reserve. I don't see that stopping, and if I lived in the area of the rail trail I would
anticipate it to be an issue there as well.
I think this is a wonderful idea and Thank you for your efforts to see it through. I am
looking forward to walking/biking over the bridge as I live very close to it. I am sure most
people who live south of 34th street would appreciate a convenient safe place to do the
same.
Provisions for runners and walkers should be included on the bike paths. Dogs should be
prohibited! Keep up the good work, and have a great holiday.
Immediately respond to all erroneous claims made by anyone. Rumors can either spread
like wildfire, or they can be made to backfire.
This will be good for everyone, but we need to get council on board and educate them,
especially.
Continue to maintain a pr campaign on why this is needed. Try your best to prevent bike
paths which will put participants in danger. Educate. Answer false statements being made,
but do not get into a contest over them. Continue to communicate with the public. Keep
up the good work.
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Good luck let me know if there is anything I can do to help.
My reading of rails to trails info indicated that they are in favor of bike routes alongside the
road whenever possible. The cost is greatly reduced, the roads go where the people
want/need to, and the high visibility causes increased path usage and street traffic calming
even if no other measures are taken. As I‟ve said before – to those that have heard it
before, sorry for the repetition - A path on the rail bed will be nice, I‟ll use it if built, but
not to move around in the Southern part of town, only to go past it. To move around the
36-49th street area, without any change to the traffic patterns I‟d still have to go to a light
,cross and move around on Asbury or Central. Do I think we should use West the way it is
now, no. I‟d like to see the considerable abilities available here find a way to reduce West
from 35th to 55th streets down to 1 lane each way, lower the speed limit to 30 mph,[or 25]
and install nice wide bike lanes, protected where possible. This will do far more from 35th 55th to encourage pedestrian and bike traffic, for the look and feel of the Southern part of
West Ave. and the island in general. If no changes to traffic patterns on West Ave. can be
made – I‟d propose a corridor at 36th Street funneling bike traffic over to Central av.
Convert Central Ave. to one lane/one way South, diagonal parking protecting a bike route
on the West side of the road. The area would also gain some much needed parking spaces,
in this area the beachfront properties all have curbside access to their driveways, resulting in
almost no street parking on the Ocean side of the road.
Limiting fear of riding needs to be addressed in order to promote bicycling in OC - the fear
of parents for their children and the fear of adults to take to the bikes.
Thank you!
I believe both plans are good for the safety of the cyclists.
Keep up the good work and make this happen. Thanks.
Keep up the good work and please do not give up or in.
Thanks for still working on the biking in OC. I wish something could be done with the
boardwalk and speeding bike riders.
Move forward with the project ASAP if blessed by the DOT.
My vision for OC as a biking destination and biking lifestyle community.
Boomers nearing retirement age and families with children want safe physically active lifestyles (potential residents, at least in summer) and periodic adventures (tourists). OC‟s bike
trail/blvd should connect seamlessly (with great signage which is now lacking) to Ocean
Drive north and south of Ocean City. Also, the bike trail/blvd should have three seamless
circuits:
▫
to-from Atlantic City
▫
to-from Somers Point
▫
to-from Cape May
Being a dry town, OC offers relatively safe streets (not so many drunks and no so many
rowdy young people… no offense, I am the mother of some of these young people and I‟m
glad they tend to congregate elsewhere for their rowdiest activities!)
First Lady Obama‟s “get moving” campaign is just the tip of the iceberg on a necessary and
unavoidable cultural shift towards more green transportation, healthier eating, and increased
exercise. As a country, this culture shift will be needed to get a handle on our extreme health
care expenses and our national deficit and debt. We could dove-tail with a “Get Moving to
Ocean City” (or Coastal NJ) movement of our own.
In addition to a designated trail/blvd, Ocean City needs:
(J438004-05_HavenAve_Appendices/G)
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▫
▫
▫
▫
▫
▫

▫

Clear signage throughout the City to inform motorists and cyclists about the rules of
the road.
A publicity campaign for rules of the road included in weekly free papers and realtor
handouts
Required lights for night riding.
Better speed limit control throughout the city (not just on the “trail/blvd)
Bike racks everywhere
A few notable biking events throughout the year (check out the Seagull Century
(http://www.seagullcentury.org ) organized by Salisbury University in Maryland…
something like this and maybe even some major events across the bay on the ferry.
To promote itself as a town where you could park your car on arrival for your vacation
and not drive at all while you are here. Maybe even offer a remote parking lot for
people to leave their cars behind for the week and get by with strollers, bikes, and the
jitney/trolley. This would require a better traffic pattern at the West Ave. 8th to 10th
area of town so people could use the grocery store and downtown areas. The bike
trail/blvd map should show the major shopping spots, library/community center, etc.

The Rail Trail is a low impact use of a natural treasure and should be an integral part, but not
even a major part in the big scheme of a bike-centric town.
Drew Fasy should consider running for higher office. The guy is a genius! (Which is likely
why he's not running for an office).
Thanks for taking the initiative to lead this endeavor. You have my support.
For a "Family Resort" it is absolutely necessary to have a safe/bike dedicated path.
The more input and perspectives, the better. There will be other opportunities for public
input. I would encourage everyone to participate in the process.
I am in favor of this project and would like to see it come to fruition. I also appreciate all
of the hard work and effort the city and interested community members have invested into
this project thus far!
I'm not sure if a bike path of some sort is such a pressing issue, especially in these
economic times, but if reasonable heads prevail, a compromise can be done to move
forward to the next stage. A drawing or a sketch would be nice.
A great number of Ocean City residents are grateful to the DOT and RBA Group for your
involvement in this worthwhile project. Your expertise and leadership will be greatly
appreciated!
Immediately respond to all erroneous claims made by anyone. Rumors can either spread
like wildfire, or they can be made to backfire.
Let‟s get moving! There is no downside
Thank you for coming!
This will benefit the community greatly. Awareness of the long history of trail idea in
Ocean City. I think we really need to explore the alternative bike routes. With or without
the rail trail, bike safety is a big problem in this town.
Concerned over the issues with bikers next to a substantial drop to water.
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Appendix F: Trail Examples
Trail Examples
The following pages present details on five existing trails and one proposed trail located in
environmentally sensitive areas in New Jersey, New York and Connecticut. Two of the examples are
located along abandoned rail lines.
Trail projects like these often use funding from multiple sources, both public and private. These trail
examples note one or more public funding sources including the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) Recreation Trail Program (RTP), FHWA Transportation Enhancements (TE), and New Jersey
Department of Transportation (NJDOT) Local Aid Bikeways Program.
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Trail Name:
Location:
Organization:
Trail Category:
Activities:
Length:
Surface:
Funding:

Irondequoit Lakeside Multi-Use Trail
Monroe County, New York
Monroe County Department of Environmental Services
Rail Trail
Biking, walking
4.7 mile
Asphalt, Concrete, Cinder, Wood
Total: Federal - $1.2 mil; County - $705,000; Local - $460,000 (cash and in-kind
services)
Conditions: Wetlands
Comments/Notes: This trail connects three existing recreational activity centers and crosses over a
wetland. In order to preserve the ecological value of the wetlands, a priority was
placed on creating a path that minimized any adverse impacts. An elevated
pedestrian boardwalk was used because it has the least overall impact on the
wetland and allows the trail users to learn about the functions of wetlands
without negatively impacting the area. The trail also includes signs and rest stops
along the way to better accommodate users. (source: the Pedestrian and Bicycling
Information Resource Center,
http://www.bicyclinginfo.org/library/details.cfm?id=4161)
More information: The Pedestrian and Bicycling Information Resource Center,
http://www.bicyclinginfo.org/library/details.cfm?id=4161

Source: Pedestrian and Bicycling Information Resource Center
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Trail Name:
Location:
Organization:
Trail Category:
Activities:
Length:
Width:
Funding:
Conditions:
Comments/Notes:

Branford Trolley Trail
Branford, Connecticut
Town of Branford
Rail Trail
Walking, birding and wildlife
480 feet
4 feet
$25,000 grant provided by the Long Island Sound Fund
Tidal wetlands, tidal river, fronting Long Island Sound
The Branford Trolley Trail is a footbridge along the path of an abandoned
historic trolley track. The bridge connects to a popular existing nature walk.
Visitors to the Branford trolley track footbridge can expect to see numerous
shorebirds in the tidal estuary, feeding in the marsh or wading in the shallow
waters of the tidal creek. This marsh area also provides habitat for many fish,
mammals and invertebrates. (Description from the Connecticut Department
of Environmental Protection)
More information: http://www.lisrc.uconn.edu/coastalaccess/site.asp?siteid=694
http://www.ct.gov/dep/lib/dep/long_island_sound/soundout/sofeb00.pdf

Source: traillink.com
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Trail Name:
Location:
Organization:
Trail Category:
Activities:
Length:
Surface:
Funding:

Ralph C. Sheldon Jr. Trail (Part of the Chautauqua Rails-to-Trails System)
Chautauqua County, New York
Chautauqua Rails-to-Trails
Nature Trail
Walking, birding
4.5 miles
Dirt and grass
FHWA Transportation Enhancement
Year programmed: 2002
Federal award: $517,561
Local match: $155,500
TE Category: 1 (Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities)
Description: This project consists of a 24 mile trail from Rt 76 in Sherman to Rt
20 at Brocton.
Conditions: Trail passes through woodlands and through wetlands which offer habitat
suitable for beavers and migrating waterfowl.
Comments/Notes: Trail runs thru protected wetland via raised dirt trail bed constructed by
Chautauqua Rails-to-Trails.
As part of mitigation for placing bankrun gravel for trailbed on the wetland
behind town, CRT has erected 15 signs identifying natural and man-made points
of interest.
As part of the mitigation required by the NYS Department of Environmental
Conservation (NYDEC), 10 bird nesting boxes have been placed as an Eagle
Scout project in the wetland.
More information: 716.269.3666
crtt@fairpoint.net
www.chaurtt.org

Source: traillink.com
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Trail Name:
Location:
Organization:
Trail Category:
Activities:
Length:
Surface:
Funding:

Swamp Trail (part of the Estell Manor Park Trail System)
Mays Landing, Atlantic County, NJ
Atlantic County Parks
Nature Trail
Walking (bicycles are not permitted)
1.8 mi.
Boardwalk
FHWA Recreation Trail Program
Project Year: 1993
Funding Provided: $13,000
Project Description: Construct trail, ADA
Project Year: 1996
Funding Provided: $10,000
Other funding: $10,000
Project Description: Construct trail
Project Year: 1998
Funding Provided: $10,000
Other funding: $10,000
Project Description: Trail development

Project Year: 2001
Funding Provided: $12,750
Other funding: $12,750
Project Description: Maintenance
Conditions: Cedar swamp, coastal forest
Comments/Notes: The Swamp Trail Boardwalk is a fully accessible elevated wooden nature trail
that crosses some of the most beautiful areas of the Park. Along the way you
will see streams, a cedar swamp, coastal forest, ruins of the Bethlehem Loading
Company, and 2 bump outs that take you right to magnificent views of South
River. There is also a boardwalk extension that leads to Oak Ridge Trail. (source:
http://www.aclink.org/PARKS/mainpages/estell.asp)
More information: Harry Tillett, Department Head, Atlantic County, Div. of Parks & Recreation
609-625-1897

Source: panoramio.com/hoganphoto
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Trail Name:
Location:
Organization:
Trail Category:
Activities:
Length:
Surface:
Funding:

Red Trail
Cape May Point, Cape May County, NJ
Cape May Point State Park
Nature Trail
Hiking
0.5 miles
Boardwalk
FHWA Recreation Trail Program
Project Year: 2001
Funding Provided: $3,000
Other Funding: $6,000
Other Funding Source: State Parks, in-kind contributions
Project Description: Trail Renovation

Conditions: The trails wind through marsh and swamp, dune forest, ponds, grassy dune, and
beach.
Comments/Notes: The Red trail, a boardwalk trail which is wheelchair accessible. It has several
observation platforms
More information: NJ DEP
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/parks/capemay.html
Cape May Times
http://www.capemaytimes.com/nature/capemay-park.htm

Source: capemaytimes.com
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Trail Name:
Location:
Trail Category:
Activities:
Length:
Surface:
Funding:

Maurice River Bikeway Trail Phase V (Proposed)
Millville, Cumberland County, NJ
Nature Trail
Bicycling
1100 feet (The existing trail is about a mile and a half long.)
Boardwalk, other
NJDOT 2011 Bikeway Program
Award Amount: $390,000
Conditions: Wetlands, Maurice River waterfront
Comments/Notes: The reason the portion of the trail that this grant money will go toward is small is
because it cuts through wet lands and will include a bridge crossing. (source: The
News of Cumberland County,
http://www.nj.com/cumberland/index.ssf/2011/02/millville_gets_390000_for_bike.html)
More information: NJDOT, Local Aid Bikeways Program
http://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/localaid/bikewaysf.shtm

Source: The News of Cumberland County
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Appendix G: List of Documents Reviewed
1. Ocean City Circulation Element, Orth-Rodgers Associates Inc., March 2005
The Circulation Element provides information on existing conditions and recommendations for
bicycle, pedestrian, vehicular, parking and transit improvements. Data includes traffic volumes
taken during the summers of 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2003; crash data for 2002; and descriptions of
crashes involving bicyclists and pedestrians from 2001-2002. Recommendations include
reconfiguring 9th Street to include medians and five foot bicycle lanes and reconfiguring West
Avenue between 15th-55th Street as a three-lane cross-section with two through lanes, a left-turn
lane, 6 foot bike lanes and 8 foot parking lane. A goal of the Circulation Element is to create a
bicycle network. The Plan identifies roadways of “compatible width” for average bicyclist to
travel. Roads with bike lane potential include 9th Street, West Avenue, Bay Avenue and Wesley
Avenue.
2. Draft City of Ocean City Circulation Element Update, Orth-Rodgers Associates Inc., March 2010
This document outlines potential feasible alternatives for addressing bicycle circulation as well as
potential alternate routing for NJ Transit buses in downtown Ocean City. The update focuses on
concepts for an east-west bicycle connection in the general area of 9th Street and a north-south
bicycle connection between the established striped bicycle lanes on Haven Avenue and the
Ocean City-Longport Bridge to the north.
3. Ocean City Hand Mark-up Bicycle Route Network Map, City of Ocean City
Map identifies extension of Haven Avenue bike route to the Longport-Ocean City Bridge, eastwest cross town streets, and a north-south LSV (low speed vehicles) route. (Not official.)
4. Ocean City Ordinances
07-55 – An Ordinance Amending a Portion of Ordinance 87-17, Chapter VII, Traffic of the Revised
General Ordinances of the City of Ocean City to Reflect Changes; passed by the Council of Ocean
City, New Jersey on December 20th, 2007
▫ The ordinance changes the wording from 4 Way Stop Intersection to Multi-way
Stop Intersection and adds additional Multi-way Stop provisions for Haven Avenue
intersections between 9th and 34th Street.
07-56 – An Ordinance Amending a Portion of Ordinance 87-17, Chapter VII, Traffic of the Revised
General Ordinances to Reflect Changes; passed by the Council of Ocean City, New Jersey on
December 20th, 2007
▫ Ordinance 07-56 reduces the speed limit along Haven Avenue from 9th to 34th
Streets to accommodate a bikeway.
10-05 – An Ordinance Amending Chapter VII, Traffic, of the Revised General Ordinances of the
City of Ocean City to Provide Changes to Certain Streets and Intersections; passed by the Council
of Ocean City, New Jersey on February 11th, 2010
▫ The ordinance amends street operation along Haven Avenue including parking, oneway designation, and four-way stop intersections.
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5. Letter from Peter A. Riscica, Supervising Highway Engineer, Traffic Engineering &

Investigations, New Jersey Department of Transportation regarding Ordinance 07-55;
February 8, 2008
Mr. Riscica informs the City that a traffic investigation needs to be conducted before
consideration can be given for recommending approval of the ordinance to the Commissioner
of Transportation. He requested for each intersection an 8-hour traffic count, an analysis of 3
years of accident records, geometric features and sight distance measurements. After NJDOT
staff receives this data, they will be able to initiate their investigation.
6. Bicycle Route Traffic Markings Citywide, Haven Avenue – City Bikeway, City Contract

10-035
Technical Specifications, Department of Planning and Engineering, Revised January 31,
2010
Summary of Bids, Purchasing Division, Date Received May 25th, 2010
Sharrow, Striping and Traffic Marking Plan, Department of Planning and Engineering; Office of
Engineering & Construction, City of Ocean City, Arthur J. Chew III, Professional
Engineer, Revised April 30, 2010
7. Tax maps/Easements/ROW Information
Survey of Former Right-of-Way, Ocean City Branch of the Pennsylvania – Reading Seashore Line,
formerly Atlantic City Railroad, Crook Horn Creek Thorofare to 35th Street; Carl Totten, Land
Surveyor, October 2006
Plans of Reconstruction of Haven Avenue from 20th to 24th Streets, Urban Engineers, Inc., March
2006
City of Ocean City Tax Maps, Arnold W. Barnett, October 2005
8. NJDEP Permit to resurface Crook Horn Creek Access Road, New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection, May 18, 2009
The NJDEP granted Ocean City permission to resurface the existing roadway within the existing
footprint, which will be utilized as a bicycle/pedestrian nature trail from the terminus of 51st
Street to the Crook Horn Creek. A pedestrian bridge and nature overlook were not approved.
9. 2007 NJ High Resolution Orthoimagery
10. Accident Reports
Plan4Safety
Plan4Safety is a NJDOT sponsored program that offers a tool to transportation officials
to filter and analyze statewide crash records for more detailed and place-based analysis.
Information on crashes involving bicyclists between++ 2003-2010 were downloaded
and analyzed.
NHTSA Law Enforcement Challenge Information – 2009 Ocean City Police Traffic
Accomplishments, City of Ocean City
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The report provides an overview of the Traffic Safety Program including safety
campaigns, an aggressive driving program, and installing Community Traffic Safety
Quilts, crosswalks, and „yield to pedestrians‟ signs. The report also summarizes the
effectiveness of the program‟s efforts.
Ocean City Police Department, Traffic Safety Unit, Multi-Year Accident Statistics January 1, 2001 –
August 28, 2010
During this time period there was a total of 3,073 crashes in Ocean City, 219 involved a
bicyclist or pedestrian. 85% of the crashes involving a bicyclist or pedestrian also
involved an injury. There was one pedestrian fatality on July 7, 2009 at Central Avenue
and 14th Street.
11. Traffic Engineer Report: Haven Avenue Speed Limits and STOP Sign Control Study,
Orth-Rodgers & Associates, Inc., Winter of 2007-2008.
ORA initiated a study in the winter of 2007-2008 to evaluate Haven Avenue from North Street
to 36th Street to recommend appropriate speed limits and placement of STOP signs. The report
notes that the City would like to see 15 MPH speed limit and all-way STOP control at each
intersection. The report concludes that a single uniform speed limit posting is not realistic for
Haven Avenue because there are seven different cross-sections with roadway widths varying
from 17 – 45 feet, six different ways to accommodate bicycle traffic, and varying traffic volumes.
The report also concludes that several of the four way STOP signs are unjustified and that
STOP signs should never be used to control speed.
12. Memo from Arthur Chew, PE, PP, Ocean City Engineer to Jim Rutala, Re: Ocean City
Bicycle Routes – 7-09-002, May 5, 2009
Arthur Chew recommends that the speed limit on Haven Avenue from 9th Street to 56th Street
be set at 20 MPH with bump outs and center medians similar to those installed on Haven
Avenue between 20th Street and 24th Street and to change Haven Avenue from 26th Street to 29th
Street to a one-way street in the southbound direction with parking on the eastern side to
eliminate cut through traffic. Mr. Chew also recommends that the north-south STOP signs be
removed on Haven Avenue at the „T‟-intersections. He disagrees with a number of ORA‟s
recommendations to remove STOP signs because they are not consistent with the Circulation
Element of the Master Plan and the traffic patterns in the City in which the north/south streets
are generally free flowing and east/west streets have stop or signal requirements.
13. Neighborhood Traffic Management Program (NTMP), January 28, 2010
The NTMP is designed to identifying sections of Ocean City that are removed from the through
street network and are self contained with significant year round residential populations. The
NTMP includes three types of projects: Local Street Improvement Projects, Neighborhood Area
Studies, and Cross-Town Streets Speed Control and Share the Road Projects. Nine specific areas
as well as all areas surrounding schools and playgrounds were identified as benefiting from this
program. Two of the areas, Haven Avenue (900-3300 block) and Simpson Avenue (unit block
to 400 block), are located within the proposed north-south bicycle corridor.
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14. Select Ocean City Demographic Information, U.S. Census Bureau
The population of Ocean City decreased by 4.4% from 15,378 in 2000 to 14,701 in 2009
10.4% of the population does not have a vehicle
4.8% of the population walked to work
31% of the population 65 years and over has a disability
The median age is 48
56% of housing units are for seasonal, recreational or occasional use
15. Tourism Recognition, Ocean City web site (www.ocnj.us)
In 2009, Ocean City was voted #1 beach in New Jersey, #1 beach for day trippers, and
#1 beach for ecotourism
The Ocean City area was ranked on the 2009 Forbes‟ list of Best Small Places for
Business and Careers
Ocean City was honored by the National League of Cities for winning the 2008
Innovation in governance award in the category of Innovative Local Use of Clean and
Sustainable Energy
American Heart Association named Ocean City one of the few Fit Friendly communities
in the country
16. Correspondence and documents provided by the City referencing information from others
related to wetland and flood-prone areas including US Fish and Wildlife Analysis of Crook Horn
Creek, 8/7/09, 2005 Analysis by Junetta Dix, Environmental Scientist, and Presidential
Executive order 11988, among others.
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Appendix H: MUTCD Request to Experiment
If you think you have an idea for a new traffic control device or a different application of an existing
device that will improve driver safety, but the device is not included in or on compliance with the
MUTCD, it is possible to experiment with the device or its use. This experimentation is conducted in a
controlled setting. http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/condexper.htm
All requests for experimentation should originate with the State/local highway agency or toll operator
responsible for managing the roadway or controlled setting where experiment will take place. That
organization forwards the request to the FHWA - with a courtesy copy to the FHWA Division Office.
The FHWA must approve the experiment before it begins. Requests may also be forwarded directly to
the FHWA Division Office, and the Division Office can submit the request to the FHWA Headquarters
Office. All requests must include:
1. A statement of the nature of the problem, including data that justifies the need for a new device
or application.
2. Describe the proposed change, how it was developed, how it deviates from the current
MUTCD.
3. Any illustration(s) that enhance understanding of the device or its use.
4. Supporting data that explains how the experimental device was developed, if it has been tried,
the adequacy of its performance, and the process by which the device was chosen or applied.
5. A legally binding statement certifying that the concept of the traffic control device is not
protected by a patent or copyright (see MUTCD Section IA.10 for additional details.)
6. The proposed time period and location(s) of the experiment.
7. A detailed research or evaluation plan providing for close monitoring of the experimentation,
especially in the early stages of field implementation. The evaluation plan should include before
and after studies as well as quantitative date enabling a scientifically-sound evaluation of the
performance of the device.
8. An agreement to restore the experimental site to a condition that complies with the provisions
of the MUTCD within 3 months following completion of the experiment. The agreement must
also provide that the sponsoring agency will terminate the experiment at any time if it determines
that the experiment directly or indirectly causes significant safety hazards. If the experiment
demonstrates an improvement, the device or application may remain in place as a request is
made to update the MUTCD and an official rulemaking action occurs.
9. An agreement to provide semiannual progress reports for the duration of the experimentation
and to provide a copy of the final results to the Office of Transportation Operations (HOTO)
within three months of the conclusion of the experiment. HOTO may terminate approval of the
experimentation if these reports are not provided on schedule.
How to Send the Requests to FHWA Headquarters
Requests for experimentation approval should be on agency letterhead and should be sent electronically
as an attachment (PDF or Word Document) to an e-mail to: MUTCDofficialrequest@dot.gov. [Note: if
e-mail is not possible, the letter may be sent via postal mail or delivery service to FHWA at 1200 New
Jersey Avenue, S.E., HOTO-1, Washington, DC 20590.
A successful experiment is one where the research results show that the public understands the new
device or application, the device or application generally performs as intended, and the device does not
cause adverse conditions. The "experimenter" must evaluate conditions both before and after installation
of the experimental device and describe the measurements of effectiveness (MOEs) of the safety
benefits
and
traffic
benefits
(e.g.,
better
visibility,
reduced
congestion).
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Appendix I: LTA Scope Approval
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Appendix J: Deed of Ownership
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