Name_________________________




Date__________

Living Environment Honors





Mr. Dispigno

I. Required Materials:

A.  Your iPad or chrome book.

B.  You should have some form of note taking app downloaded (iAnnotate, Notability, Etc.) and have access to Google Classroom.
II. Grading Policy:

A.  Quarterly grades will be determined using the following data:


1. Tests: 
45%

2. Quizzes:
20%

3. Labs:
25% 


4. Homework:
10%

B. A cumulative midterm will be given and count as 20% of your second quarter grade

C.  The Regents exam will count as 20% of your 4th quarter grade.
III. Tests and quizzes:
A.  Tests will be given 4-5 times per quarter.  You will always be given notice prior to an exam.  They will be in a format consistent with the New York State Regents Exam and SAT II subject tests.  Tests will consist of multiple choice and essay type questions.

B.  Quizzes will be given 3-4 times per quarter.  They will use various formats and they will be much shorter than tests.  You will be usually be given 1-2 days notice prior to any quiz, however you may occasionally be given a “pop” quiz on any science testing day.  If ALL labs and ALL homework are fully completed on time I will drop the lowest quiz grade for the quarter.
C. The questions will encompass material discussed in class as well as the information found in your reading assignments.  

D. Exams will be given only on appointed exam days. Multiple versions of all exams and quizzes will be given in all classes.

IV. Homework:

A.  Homework will be given on a regular basis.  You are expected to hand it in on time and you are responsible for making up missed assignments.

B.  Homework will completed on our online text book site (ck12).

V.  Laboratory work:

A.  Laboratory work will be given throughout the year and we will almost always be working on some type of investigation.

B.  Lab reports will be completed and handed in for each activity.

C.  Participation is a very important part of the laboratory experience and all students are expected to participate in all labs.

D.  New York State requires that laboratory reports are completed for all labs and kept on file.  Failure to comply with this will result in a student becoming ineligible to take the Regents Exam.

E.  Additional notices containing lab and safety policies will accompany this hand out.

VI. Expectations:

A. You are expected to complete ALL assignments.  Lectures in this course revolve around material covered in the text as well as current information that is brought to class.  In general you are expected to have read the chapter material before you come to class.  You are responsible for all assigned materials.  The more input you bring to class the more you will get out of it.  Late homework assignments will accepted for partial credit until they are handed back to the class (this time will vary). 

B. You will know well in advance of when assignments are due.  It is YOUR job to plan accordingly.  Printer or computer breakdowns are NOT acceptable excuses for missing deadlines.  Notes from parents concerning printer, power or internet issues will NOT excuse students from missing deadlines.
VII. Attendance:

A.  All students are expected to be in class every day and on time.

B.  Attendance will be carefully monitored and all school policies regarding tardiness and cuts will be followed.

C.  If you are legally absent it is YOUR responsibility to find out what you have missed and makeup the work.  If you are absent on a quiz or test day you should be prepared to take it the next day.

VIII. Class work:

A.  All students are expected to participate in class.  Assignments will be given in class and will sometimes be graded.  

IX. Teacher Availability:
A. Since there is a huge amount of information to learn in this course, we have to move fairly quickly in class in order to cover it all.  If you need extra help, do not hesitate to come and see me!  I will be available on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday.  I will also be available during “office hours”, which will be announced during class.  Please do not wait until the end of a unit or when an exam is to be given the next day or so.  As soon as you feel “confused” or a bit “lost” come for extra help.

I have read and I understand the above mentioned policies and procedures.

Students signature_________________________________________ Date__________

Parent or guardian signature_________________________________ Date_________  

