Sometimes when preaching on biblical texts, 


it is easy to get caught up in speculation about what is going on behind the scenes 


and what angels are doing 


and how God is acting, 



that the saying came about, 




“They are so heavenly minded 




that they are of no earthly good.”  

On Sundays like that, 


constructive comments to the preacher 



revolve around the idea 



that if only they would give one or two concrete examples 




of how to live the Christian life, 



that then the person could dig in deeper.  


I have good 


or bad news for you, 



today that will not be an issue.

Todays text is so practical and down to earth, 


that the question is simply, 



do we dare do what Jesus suggests we do?  



If a brother or sister sins against me, 




do I dare go and confront him or her?  

If you are anything like me, 


the answer is “No” at least 75% of the time.  

The problem with this is, 


if we don't confront them, 



we try and pretend everything is okay 



and try to be the fellowship of Jesus Christ, 




but there are these huge barriers between us.  

Now for a few of you, 


I have been your pastor for over 11 years.  

It would be wonderful 


if during those 11 years 



I never said or did anything 




that hurt you or your faith, 



and you never did or said anything that hurt mine.  

I said it would be wonderful, 


because it is not the way it is.  



We have hurt each other.  



But very rarely have we confronted each other about it.

Now an excuse for this 


that has become very popular lately 



is that as Christians we are not to judge.  




So I am just to lick my wounds, 




forgive the person





 and move on.  

But as was highlighted in our conversations about forgiveness this summer, 


we can forgive someone, 



even if they are dead.  


What we can not do, 



is reconcile with someone if they are dead.  



We can not work to make the relationship the same or better.  

As Christians, 


we are not to judge the world, 

but Jesus does want us confronting one another.  


Jesus has given us a standard to strive for.


Jesus has given us the Holy Spirit to convict us 



and enable us to change.


So we are to hold one another accountable.

The question is, 


about what are we to confront one another?  



Which version of the bible we use, 



what we wear to church, 



or how we treat one another?  

While it is tempting 


and some have used this text as the right to confront another on anything, 



the context would imply 




that it is something that causes another person to stumble.

Remember the little ones from last week?  


The ones that if we cause them to loose their way from Jesus, 



it would be better for us to have a factory size mill stone 



tied around our neck 




and be asked to walk the plank in the middle of the Canal?  

When we are doing things that cause those around us to loose their faith, 


we should be confronting one another.  


We should be talking 



and trying to work things out.  

Some things we might be perfectly okay with.  


As many of you have noticed and bought into, 



casual dress is acceptable here.  

But if a member who always dressed in a suit and tie were to pass away, 


we would all most likely round up some more formal attire for their funeral.  

If that member would ask that we all would dress up more while they are still living, 


then we might have to dive deeper into Matthew's guidelines.

Now, I have sometimes been asked why there are so many denominations 


or versions of the Christian Faith.  

At the time some of you asked 


I had a well thought out answer for you.  

But the plain and simple answer is 


that we did not live out these guidelines set forth by Matthew.  

When we had an issue with what one person did 


that we thought was threatening the life of the church, 



we most likely did not confront them face to face.  

Instead, 


we went around telling 12 other people about what they did.  

Meanwhile, 


the other person told their 12.  


A few unlucky individuals heard it from both people.  

Hopefully by the 12th person, 


they were reminded to go and address the issue directly with the person.  

But if not, 


they are now were further separated 



because they have heard that the other person 




was talking about what they did 




and that was not the truth to them.  

So now, 


even if the issue itself could be resolved, 



there is the talking behind the back to be addressed as well, 




as well as the laundry list of other past faults





 that has been recorded and added for drama.  

With people being forced to pick teams, 


it is now time for the battle to begin 


and one side to come out victorious



and a denominational divide occurs.

One of the great moments in Protestantism is Martin Luther's 95 Theses 


against the act of indulgences.  

Luther had 95 complaints against the act itself 


before he confronted the Pope about it.  

While that seems long, 


how long is our list against one another?  


Do we have to wait until we are 5 short of a hundred 



before we go and see the person face to face 




and confront them?

Sadly, 


the answer is usually, “Yes.” 



for most of us.  


Because can you imagine the time it would take 



to go through Matthew's process?




Talking with them one on one.  




Then finding 2 or 3 people 





and a time to get all 4 or 5 of you together 





when you can talk openly and frankly about what is happening.  




If still ignored, 





having to get the whole church together 





and to hear the issue as a community 






and speak as a community on the issue.  

Do you know what is much easier to do than that?  


To let that one lost sheep just wander off on their own 



and fall off a cliff.  


It is safer and easier for us to stay with the 99 that have it all together right now.  


To stay with the ones who think like us 



and enjoy life like us.  


Get too many different views in the room 



and some people might have different opinions than we do.  




So best to play it safe.

But as some of you know, 


I spent the week in Sitka for fun.  

But the couple we stayed with, 


I met back when the Sitka church had some of these issues 6 or 7 years ago.  

I was on the church committee at the time 


who was supposed to come and help pastors and congregants 




treat each other well.  

Every day we were there, 


I went past the building that once housed the Sitka Presbyterian Church.  

As of July 8, 


the First Presbyterian Church in Sitka is no more.

Once, the largest church in Sitka is no more. 


There is an abandoned boat and car in the parking lot 



and that is it.  


Some of it may be a changing economy 



and a large space to maintain, 

but a large part of it 


had to do with brothers and sisters through Jesus 


not acting as if they were brothers and sisters in Jesus 



and not holding each other accountable for acting so at the time.

There are all the what ifs out there 


and the excuses not to.  

But there is the imperative command of Jesus as well 


that tells us to do so.  

And there are benefits to doing so.  


Sometimes, 



when confronted, 



we hear from the person 




a piece that we were unaware of 





that allows us greater understanding of the situation 





and we sometimes are able 






to better see where we are at fault as well.  

With two or three going together, 


it is no longer a he said, 


she said situation, 



and people without pride in the way 




can hear both sides of the conversation.  


They may be able to help you hear that what you are holding onto 



is not really as Godly 



as what you are stepping on to get it.  

And as you come before the whole church, 


you are connected to these sisters and brothers who love and care for you, 


who are reminded of what they are called to be 



and do as well.  

But in that order.  

Best of all, 


if in any of these three situations, 



if you win your brother over, 




there is no scandal to drive him 




or someone else away.  

There are the scandals in the news, 


but there are other scandals that people have left the faith 


and this church over, 



like trying to discipline or shame their children, 



doctrinal issues that had not been worked through, 



or the color of paint on a building.  

While you won't always be able to please everyone, 


Jesus has made it clear what will please him every time.  



The challenge is for us to follow these steps.

If we go through all three steps 


and have no luck, 

remember that Jesus did not treat a tax-collector or pagan the same way the world does.  

He was constantly urging them to join his movement, 


reminding them of who God is 


and how much he loves them.  

All while having different expectations for them.  


For being a person of God is only possible 



if the Holy Spirit is alive 



and moving within us.  

To have expectations for people who are not being led by the Spirit


 and we still hope they will live and react as if they do, 



is setting yourself up for failure over and over.

Jesus closes by reminding us what is at stake 

and the power we have to meet the expectations.  


Those that are bound to Jesus during this lifetime, 



will be bound to Jesus forever.  


Those that have chosen a path free of Jesus 



will be free of Jesus forever.  

This is the life we have to live out our faith in Jesus.  

There is no second life where we get to make further decisions or delayed decisions.

With such a high calling, 


we are also reminded that when we gather with groups of 2 or 3 other believers, 



Jesus is there already.  

He doesn't join you, 


you join him where he is already, 



working in the life of pagans, 



tax-collectors, 



and members of his church.  

When we gather together 


and ask him for things that align with the nature and character of Jesus, 



Jesus promises that the Father will do it.  

In case you were not paying attention this summer, 


God loves answering prayers 



and sending workers to do his will 



and meet the needs of his people.  

We have seen 70 people worship with us between Portland and Pennsylvania, 


who came here for no other reason 



than to serve us 



and share God's love with us.    

Between the two groups, 


$130 thousand was raised, 



so that people could come serve us.  

More than our annual church budget was raised, s


o that we could be served, 



in the hopes that we would have the time and energy 




to serve our community the rest of the year.  

We have the time, 


and come October we will have even more time and energy to serve.  

Will we use that time to address the differences between us as a body 


and become more tightly knit.  

Time will tell, 


and so will Jesus



if we were any earthly good for his heavenly Kingdom.

