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The Mission of the United Methodist
Church is to make Disciples of Jesus
Christ for the Transformation
of the World.
I wrote the following article a few weeks ago, and since them, things have changed. The Administrative Board has voted to reopen, and we have held our first worship service of the year with the
indoor, in person attendance. The board voted to require masks, social distancing and that
temperatures be taken for everyone who comes in. With that said, I think it is appropriate to share
with you what I had written before we made the decision to reopen.

I miss you.
I know that seems strange to read from someone many of you haven’t even met,
but I still miss you. I have made it a practice to use the church directory to pray for
each of you by name. And even if I don’t know you, or don’t know you well, through
those prayers, I do feel a connection to you. And I long for the day we can meet safely,
face to face.
I am happy to share with you that I am asking the board to consider a partial
reopening plan. I won’t share all the details, because the board has the authority to
change any part of that plan they see fit. I will tell you that the plan will continue to
have mandatory social distancing and mandatory masks or face shields to keep us
safe. The exact date of reopening will be announced if and when the board approves
such a plan.
So, my brothers and sisters in Christ, have hope! There is light at the end of
this isolated tunnel we’re traveling. As far as I know, we’ve managed to get through
the majority of this pandemic without a single member losing a battle with the
virus. Some of you have contracted the virus and made it safely through to the other
side, and for that, I have lifted prayers of gratitude to God.
So, I hope we will be able to see one another soon. Until then, we will continue
with our drive-in services and our Facebook live streaming. And once we are open,
please use your own judgement. If you don’t feel comfortable coming inside, utilize
our drive-in or live streaming services until you are comfortable. Do what you feel you
have to do to be safe, because I want to see you, I want to get to know you, and I want
to be your pastor, not just the church’s pastor. And if, for you, that takes a few more
weeks or months, that’s okay. It’s up to you. Just be safe.
Pastor Steve

Although we have been separated, our
Operation Christmas Child box collection
went very well. We sent out 83 boxes to
bless children all over the world. When
they get a box, they are also followed up
by the Samaritan Purse Organization for
physical and spiritual help. What a joy
that our yearly project was not cancelled
just made to look different!
Thank you so much!
-Nancy Miller

Fellowship Meals
-February 7th-

Christian Education is sponsoring our next Fellowship Drive-thru
Meal. The meal includes:
Chicken noodle soup for your Soul
Crackers
Slaw
Brownie (for your taste buds and sweet tooth)
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!

Banquet of Salem
February 22, 2021
Menu will be updated
on Facebook!

Clothing Pantry
We will be open
February 13th!
See Lori Brooks for more info!

Personal Hygiene Items Drive
The Missions Committee is collecting personal hygiene items for the
people in the three recovery houses. We are currently in need of
toothpaste, toothbrushes and deodorant! Please deposit donation in
the basket in the corner of the Sanctuary!
See Fred Bennett for more details!

Wednesday Bible Studies
6 a.m.—Men’s Bible Study
9 a.m.—Women’s Bible Study

THANK YOU!
Sherri and I would like to express our thanks for all the cards, gifts, and wellwishes during the Christmas season. Your love for our family is both evident
and very meaningful to us. We are glad to be part of this church family. Thank
you for all that you do to make us feel a part of the family.

Pastor Steve & Sherri Sullivan

A new session of Griefshare will be
starting on Wednesday, February 10th.
We will meet in the 3M room (small
dining room) from 5:30 pm to 7 pm.
Workbooks are provided.
Contact Nancy Miller for additional
information!

A Note from Karen Buchmann...
Yvonne said, "Karen, would you please write something positive for The Mirror?"
I am positive that if we continue to do what is best and safest for us, our God will help
us through this pandemic. Have faith in God.
I am positive that every sunrise is a beautiful gift from God. Be grateful to God.
I am positive that if we hope in the Lord, our strength will be renewed; we will run and
not grow weary. (Isaiah 40:31) Have hope in God.
And... I am positive that a grandma's love can be downloaded anytime, anywhere, no
matter how far away her precious grandchildren may be. Love one another and be
blessed.

______________________________________________________

A Note from Nancy Ciotti…
It was WONDERFUL to be back in church on Sunday! I missed our church family
greatly! It was great to see everyone and look forward to seeing more of you as
time goes on. God Bless.

December

Year to Date

December

Income

$33,668.26

$274,637.88

ROC

$ 365.00

Expense

$29,387.97

$270,143.38

Pantry

$

$ 4,280.29

$ 4,494.50

Trustees $1,254.47

Dearest Church Family,

0.00

Thank you so much for your
continued faithfulness in
giving. You make my job so
much easier!

The church office will be open
Wednesday—Friday, 8am-3pm.
The office phone will be answered
Monday-Friday 8am-3pm.

We are truly BLESSED!

Thank You!!

-Yvonne

A note from:
Nancy Miller
Hi church Family! Bill and I miss you very much and look
forward to the time of being together again! There is a blessing
mixed throughout these crazy times of being forced to slow
down, cherish our close relationships, and recognize the value
of some of the daily mundane things we were so accustomed to
doing.
God is in control!
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Ruth Adolphson
Lucas Madjarac
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Allison Ferguson
Tammy Jackson
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Wayne & Pat Clark
Richard & Dixie Sober

56 Years
7 Years
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Sunday School update
God’s Squad 6th-12th grades
After what seemed like forever not meeting, we
started making plans to restart the first
Sunday in January, in the youth room, socially
distanced and masked. When it became
necessary to give up on that plan we didn’t give
up. We put together SS care pizza boxes full of
goodies, a Bible, and our How’s it Going score
cards — that’s a way to get the conversation
started with how each of our previous weeks
went. That’s a long standing tradition in our
class. So on that first Sunday in January we met
as a Zoom class and every Sunday since. We are
studying the great Hebrews Chapter 11, taking
an inventory of our faith heroes. A wonderful
way to face these trying times. Our kiddos are
amazing!!!

Mr. Bennett & Mrs. Sims

A PRAYER FOR THIS TIME
WRITTEN BY DR. DAVID W. BLOOR
Eternal and everlasting God, in all days past you have been our God. Not
only do we boldly proclaim Your Divine Presence in all times past but in
all times to come. We confirm that we are indeed living in a time of
strange happenings in our world, in our nation and in our lives.
Coronavirus has paralyzed us and entrapped us, not only us but our world
community. Jobs have been lost by the thousands resulting in an economic
carnage descending upon us. And leaderships of one kind or another have
often appeared unstable and are suffering from self-centeredness. So we
lift our prayers to you, O God, asking for your serenity and renewed healing both physically and spiritually.
O God of ages past grant us your power that passes all understanding. It is
indeed high time that we turn to our Savior Jesus Christ whose coming into
the world makes all things new. So we pray for our world leaders. May
they utilize the enduring power of prayer to find direction in what they are
called upon to do. Solutions and resolution can and must be found within
the framework of Your Will. Help the world leaders and all of us to learn
the truth of being our brother's keepers.
We believe that the body of Christ Jesus our Lord has been and always
will be a healing and renewing union one with another. May we be vessels
through which His Spirit flows in the world-wide family of humankind,
wherein we care for one another like never before. It is high time we make
this a new world. It has been broken long enough. In His Spirit may we
find peace and comfort as we seek to bless one another and allow our faith
to be a new faith that passes all understanding based on love for one
another.
May Christ Jesus live in us, heal through us and truly be King of Kings and
Lord of Lords through us.
A new day is at hand. It is the day of the Lord. Let us boldly proclaim; “It
is God's day, the day of the Lordship of Christ Jesus and we are God's
people.”
God Bless us everyone,
thank you God. Amen.

George McKee, Kyle Franzen, Terry Manis, Michael Gasche,
Jan Keene, Harris/Coe Family, Carol Patterson, Chet Patterson,
Donna Beery & Kristi McCullough
Prayer concerns may be submitted by calling the church office at 330-337-9531 or email
office@firstumcsalem.org
If you have an urgent prayer request and want to activate the prayer chain, please let
Jenny in the church office know or contact Betty Milhoan.
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Do you want to hear the services in the
privacy of your home?
We are offering the recordings of the 10:45 services on CD.
If you would like a copy of the service, please contact the
church office.

