The Celebration! Connection
Celebration Lutheran Church 39375 Joy Road, Westland, MI 2017
The Greatest Example
So often we quote Leviticus 19:18, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” It’s not a bad standard to reach
for; even Jesus repeated it (see Matthew 22:39). But in John 13:34, as Bible Scholar Dr. Harry Wendt
points out, Jesus changes the wording slightly but crucially; “A new commandment I give to you, that
you love one another; just as I have loved you, you also are to love another” (ESV).
Perhaps during his time on earth, Jesus realized humans don’t actually love ourselves very much or
very well. So using self-love as the bar by which to measure neighbor-love might be ineffective.
Although, we may act self-enamored and self-impressed, it’s often just a cover for inner feelings of
self-loathing and self-doubt.
After washing his disciples’ feet and before sacrificing his very life for them (and us), Jesus changes
the wording – and the example that will lead us: “Love one another not as you love you, but as I love
you.” Unconditionally. Unreservedly. Wholeheartedly. Unto death. And into life everlasting.
God’s Servant, the Janitor
When a young man in Oklahoma City lost his job a decade ago, he was told about a church that
needed someone to maintain the building. He didn’t want to be a janitor and maintenance man, but
when nothing else came along, he applied for the job.
He was hired, and he now feels that the job is the Lord’s will for him. It is his venue for ministry.
For example, a mission teams was being organized for Africa. He set up the room where the mission
was planned. He provided everything the team needed to make their plans; tables, chairs, maps,
chalk, a board with white paper, markers, etc. He considered his actions to be a small part of the
ministry to the mission field.
When he cleans the sanctuary, he makes sure it’s in the best condition possible. He knows that
cleanliness is indeed next to godliness. The psalmist wrote, “Holiness befits your house” (Psalm 93:5,
NRSV).
The senior minister of the church took the custodian aside one day. He said that some new members
had joined the church in part because the facilities were always well-kept and clean. In a sense, the
man had served as an evangelist.
When asked about the work he’s doing for God – and on behalf of God’s church – he says, “I feel
blessed.”
May we all discover blessed opportunities to serve God in everything we do.
*Used with permission from Newsletter, Newsletter.

We saw the following proposals listed on a website by
Chuck Lawless. I thought these 14 items provided some
possibilities that any of us could make a “new thing” in
our lives. Maybe you already do some of them:
1. Invite somebody to go with you.
2. Skip breakfast before church, and instead fast and pray.
3. Get to church before the service starts.
4. Prepare your heart by forgiving that church member or leader who’s made you mad.
5. Sit closer to the front, leaving room in the back for guests who come late.
6. Introduce yourself to someone you don’t know.
7. Sing for God’s glory, even if you don’t like the song.
8. Increase your offering by at least 25 percent.
9. If you use your phone for your Bible, stay off the internet during the service.
10. Listen closely to the sermon to see what God has to say to you. Take notes.
11. Plan to do something different in your life because of the preached Word.
12. Personally thank your pastor for leading your church.
13. Stay longer after church, and actually talk to people.
14. When you get in the car as you leave church, lead your family to thank God for your church.

church. Sellers and shoppers are welcome
to use the restrooms as well.

In July you had an opportunity to schedule
an appointment to get your picture taken for
the new picture directory. Photography
dates are: Tuesday, August 15th and
Wednesday, August 16th.
Volunteers will be calling those who did not
schedule an appointment. If you do not
receive a call, call the office and talk to
Jodi. We would like everyone included in
the directory, otherwise it will not be
complete. We might be able to arrange an
alternate date and place for you to get your
picture taken. You may also submit your
own picture for the fee of $10.

If you are interested, please fill out the form
that is included with the newsletter. Forms
are also available on the Communications
Board in the Welcome Area. Turn your
forms into the office or to Christine
Snowden. Book early… First come, first
served, space is limited. Make your check
out to Christine Snowden. Contact
Christine Snowden if you have any
questions.

Coming Soon!
Junk in the Trunk Sale
Does the junk in your house seem to
multiply? Is it time to get rid of some of your
old stuff to make room for new? Or maybe
you just need some extra spending money.
If so, we have the perfect opportunity for
you!
Saturday, September 9th from 9:00 am –
2:00 pm Celebration is holding its first Junk
in the Trunk Sale. This is a city wide
garage sale. You don’t have to go through
the hassle of getting a permit or putting up
signs. All you have to do is reserve your
parking space - $10 for members and $15
for non-members. Then bring your stuff and
tables or anything else you will need to
display your items for sale. Be sure to put
prices on all your items. Free lemonade
and cookies will be served inside the

What

“Bring to Share” Program

Where

Celebration Gathering Room

When
Sunday, August 6 through
September, or as long as needed
Who

You!

Bring extra produce from your garden
to Celebration’s Gathering Room and
leave in basket(s) on the table near
window to Memorial Garden.

Take any produce that you can use.
Plastic bags will be available
No charge! No expectation of
reciprocation!

Get ready for our final summer

S.P.Y. (Spirit Powered
Youth) Event
For youth ages entering 7th to entering 12th
grade in the fall
Night Out
Date: Monday August 21st
Time: 6:30am – 8:30pm
Cost: TBA
Registration ends August 20th
The final arrangements have not been set – as of
now the plan will be to play Glow Golf (because it
always seems to rain on us) and get ice cream details will be announced in the weekly bulletin.

Drugs 101:
What Parents Want to Know
Your Stewardship Team is working with
St. Joe’s Healthcare and Ford Motor
Company to host Drugs 101: What
Parents Want to Know, an informative
and educational program for adults to
learn about the signs, symptoms and
current trends of teen drug use.
Celebration Lutheran Church will host
this program in our Great Room on
Monday September 25, 2017, 6:30 –
8:30 pm.
A highlight of this program is a mock
teenager’s bedroom set-up for adults to
observe and attempt to identify the
obvious and not-so-obvious drug related
paraphernalia. Participants gain facts
about trends in teen drug use, tools to
identify potential drug use and skills to
engage kids in conversations.
The presentation will answer these
questions:
 What is K2, Spice or Genie?
 What is the fastest growing teen
drug issue today?
 What is the “drug of choice” for
third through fifth graders?

 What is a family code word and
how does it help keep your teen
safe from drug use?
 How to bring up the subject and
the next steps
We are providing this program FREE to
the community. Flyers and a website
will be provided for registration.
How can YOU participate?
Celebration Lutheran Church will
promote the program within the
community, support the presenters, and
welcome the attendees. Please consider
sharing your welcoming smiles on
September 25th.
Debby Hoepner, Stewardship Team
Leader

The women’s Bible study group will
meet on the third Wednesday of the
month, August 16th at 1:00 pm. We will
continue the Bible study them All Anew.
Ready or Not.
All women are welcome to attend.

Board Meeting
The WELCA Board will meet on Monday,
August 14 at 10:00 am. We will be
further planning the Oktoberfest. If you
would like to be a part of planning the
event, please feel free to attend. All
women are invited to attend, and we
value your input.

Summer Retreat
Nine women enjoyed the Summer
Retreat on July 15th. After Bible and
study and a scrumptious luncheon, we
assembled potholder/mug rugs that will
be given to our shut-ins along with
cookies at Christmas time.

Property Team Report:
- We are in the process of
adding two new storage
facilities to the church so we
can empty the temporary
storage in the Great Hall.
First, we will add a 14 ft. x
20 ft. garage behind the church across the
access road. That building will be used
mainly to store all the grounds
equipment, combustibles, maintenance
materials and seldom used items. The
building permit has been approved by the
city and three trees have been cut down
to ready the area for the concrete rat wall
and floor by an outside contractor. We
will construct the building with church
volunteers. (Note: free fireplace wood
behind the church)
Secondly, we will add an 18 ft. x 24 ft.
storage addition to the church in the area
where the steel shed is located now. We
need to finish the garage first so
everything can be moved out of the shed
and current concrete slab removed and a
new foundation with floor can by poured.
The city requires the addition to be
designed by a licensed architect and
presented to city council for approval.
Quotes have been received from the
architect and are pending approval. This
new addition will have direct access to
the kitchen and will be used primarily for
storage of tables, chairs, serving carts
and all other items that are used on a
regular basis.

These storage facilities are sorely needed
to allow us to use the Great Hall in its
entirety.
On Saturday, July 22nd the second and
final storage facility was emptied and all
the contents put in the Great Hall for
disposition. A special thanks to Jon Call,
Al Buchfinck, and Brian Goodykoonz for
spending 5 hours on a very hot and
humid day helping me clean out the unit.
If anyone sees something that needs
attention, please fill out a request form,
available in the mail box area, and put in
my mail slot. Also, we are in need of
volunteers that can help with the upkeep
of our glorious church and grounds.
Please contact me if you can help.
Larry Snowden - Property team

Celebration Lutheran Church
Junk in the Trunk sale
September 9, 2017 – 9:00am to 2:00pm
Name:______________________________________________________________________________
Address:______________________________City:___________________State:_________Zip:_______
Home phone:___________________________

Cell phone:____________________________

How many parking spaces?____
What are you selling? General used items____ Arts and Crafts____
Make checks payable to “Celebration Lutheran Church”.
No food sales….No trailers....Rain or Shine….No electrical outlets…..Vehicle and table to remain in the
rented space.
You will receive notification of your assigned space in a timely manner.
Send this form plus check for rental to:
Christine Snowden
38650 Warren Rd., Westland, MI 48185
For questions contact Christine at: (734) 451-7489
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