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February Valentines Meeting
Please join us Tuesday, February 11th for our Monthly Meeting. Come celebrate an early
Valentines before the snow madness continues!
Please nothing that reads Edible under
Come CHIT-CHAT in the CHALET about all the recent trips whether it was slicing ice,
stomping grass or... you were one of the lucky ones to find the POW.
Happy Valentine's Day,

Matt Sabia Jr.
WSC President

FUNNY OF THE MONTH

UPCOMING EVENTS:
WORK DAYS EVERY 3RD SUNDAY!
 February 16th 9:00 AM
 March 16th 9:00 AM
 April 13th 9:00 AM
(April Date change due to Easter)
WORK DAYS RUN ALL DAY. W ITH ALL THE SNOW
ACTIVITY, THERE’S LOTS TO BE DONE!!
STOP AND HELP WHEN YOU CAN!!!

MONTHLY CLUB MEETINGS
DON’T FORGET – 8:00 PM
2 TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
ND

GUESTS ARE WELCOME

WSC Chalet Rental
Just a reminder that the WSC Chalet can be rented for your next party or event.
Please see a board member for additional details and information.
The Wissahickon Ski Club would like to welcome the following new members:

David Straub and Leigh Fazzina
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PLEASE READ - USE OF THE WSC LIFT
It is the responsibility of every member to ensure that they and their family
members understand how to use the lift. If you or your children do not know
how to ride the lift, DO NOT ASSUME someone else will know that. Please
inform the lift operator that your and/or your child need assistance and they will
help you.

IMPORTANT: If your child is just learning how to ski/ride, you MUST monitor
your child while they are on the slopes. It’s not fair to assume other
parents/members will do that for you.
If you are not familiar with how to load riders onto the lift, please do not attempt
to do so without instruction. The lift has many moving parts and safety
components that, if not operated correctly, can cause physical harm to the lift
and the riders. If you would like to learn how to operate the lift, please ask a
board member or someone from the hill committee to provide instruction.

WE HAVE SNOW
MAKING!!!
Well… kinda!!
The Sno Crew was hard at work at the hill over the weekend of
2/8-2/9. With the new industrial water pump installed, natural
spring tapped, and huge air compressor running… the old,
smaller, old faithful snow gun was blasting frozen goodness
50 feet in the air. SUCCESS!!!
Fridaty night, the crew waited into the evening for the temps to
fall and then… ran out of diesel! They decided to return on
Saturday for more optimal conditions, i.e., deisel. As the crew
arrived in the FRIGID temperatures Saturday and Sunday
mornings, alas… there were laying down frozen goodness.
The Sno Crew will be hard at work preparing for the next cold
snap and giving it another go! Wait a minute… they are calling
for 12” of natural snow. Hmmmm… “I guess we’ll just let
mother nature do her thing!”
Pat Ciammetti
Captain Sno Patrol
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WSC ID Cards

Firewood Program
Welcome to the February Snow Storms!
Lots of activity at the club, so that
means more roaring fires. We
encourage all members to grab a few
pieces of firewood from the log pile and
bring up to the chalet.

Remember People…
Be Good, Re-Wood!

If you would like an ID card, pictures will
be taken at any regularly scheduled
Club Meeting. If you cannot attend a
meeting, please send a digital, passport
style photo to:
Jeff Branagh: branaghjm@yahoo.com

*Replacement cards are $5

2013-2014 EPSC Stickers are HERE!
If you have a current membership card, the 2013-2014 season stickers are here.
You can get your sticker at regular club meetings.

IMPORTANT - SLEDDING AT WSC
The WSC Board of Directors understands that sledding can be an enjoyable activity
during a snow event at the hill. This is just a friendly reminder that there are some
guidelines that need to be followed regarding sledding on the hill:
 There is to be NO SLEDDING on any WSC designated trail while there are
skiers/boarders using the slopes.
 All children MUST be accompanied by a parent/guardian while sledding.
 Anyone sledding out of control or sledding into the parking area will be asked
to stop sledding and/or leave the premises.
 Sledding at WSC is restricted to the left most side of Lower Wissahickon (left
of the pine trees) while the lift if running.
 Sledders are NOT allowed to use the lift for a free ride up the hill!!!
 AS ALWYAS… USE OF THE LIFT AND HILL IS RESTRICTED TO
MEMBERS ONLY!
The hill committee is looking into economical and viable safety solutions along the
parking area for all snow activities. We’ve had a few incidents with sledders
recently. The safety of our members and guests are our highest priority.
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ELK MOUNTAIN DAY TRIP
Wednesday, February 26th
We have space for 40 people on the bus!
So, if you REALLY want to go, get the check in ASAP!!!
Payment is the only way to hold a spot on the BUS!
Bus loads at Plymouth Fire House on Colwell at 5:30 AM
The bus leaves at 6:00 AM SHARP… IF YOU ARE THERE OR NOT!!!

Adults - $83*
Kids under 21 - $58*
Rentals - $27
Bus ride only - $45
Adult Lift Ticket only - $41
*Price Includes Lift Ticket, Bus and Dinner
Send your check made out to Wissahickon Ski Club to:
Yale Joseph, 601 Gawain Rd, Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
Please make sure you include your name, address, phone number and email
address with your payment
Also let me know exactly which option(s) you want so I can keep an accurate count. This trip is
open to guests! You do NOT have to be a member of the club to join us.
Any questions: ominphilly@yahoo.com or 215-870-4015
Park in the fire department parking lot as far away from the firehouse as possible

We return to the firehouse around 7:30 pm
Invite your friends and prospective members. You DO NOT need to be a WSC member to join us
on this fun trip. It does qualify as a required club trip for prospective members.

Editors Wanted
Do we need a newsletter?
It’s still unclear how many people, if any, read the
monthly newsletter. This is a test… if you agree
that we should keep the monthly newsletter going,
please send an email to wsc.news@yahoo.com
with something in the subject line that says we
need to keep the newsletter. Vote your opinion! If
we receive no votes, we’ll assume you haven’t read
this article.

WSC Membership Drive

Ski season is the time of year when it is crucial
for all WSC Members to join in and help our
Membership Committee promote, refer and
sponsor new members. We encourage you to
bring friends and family and introduce them to
our wonderful club.
Thanks for your help and continued support.
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Calling All Members!! - EPSC CUP RACE
FUN DAY IS ON SUNDAY!
EVENT DATE: Sunday, March 2rd
LOCATION: Bear Creek
EVENT: EPSC Council Cup Race
This is Sven. Our quest to take back the Council Cup this year will happen. Sven is looking for anybody that
can ski or snowboard, or at least stand on those devices, to come out and have fun with the Wissahickon
Ski Club Ski and Snowboard Team at the council cup race this year. We need female and male members
who can get down the slope, at even a snail’s pace.
This is a FUN race, NO

EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!!!

The day consists of a lot of fun, food, libations, and a small fun race. We have had a hard time committing
to it each year, but this year will be different. You have Sven’s word. The lift tickets will be $30.00 and as
usual the Eastern PA Ski Council will pay for the race fees. Every member of every club is invited whether
or not you choose to race.

Please send your email commitment to Peter Rubincam, rubindrost@hotmail.com, and please indicate
whether you are a male or female, stand on one board or two.

WSC Magnets, Stickers and Patches!!!

We are working on getting new stickers. Stay tuned.
Magnets - $5.00 each
Patches - $3.00
Items will be available at all regular club meetings
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Wissahickon Mug Club
Be part of the in crowd, join the mug club and save some money as you imbibe
responsibly. Women and men can order a stainless steel beer stein or wine glass emblazoned with
your ski handle and never worry about finding your wallet on the second Tuesday of the month ever
again.
Each mug is emblazoned with W.S.C. and year of initial mug club membership.
Included in price is space for two names: ex.

John Smith

1st year Annual Dues: $75.00
(includes the cost of your mug or wine glass!)

(Returning Members Dues: $50.00)
If you are a returning Mug Club member, your returning member mug club dues have been billed
separate from your annual Membership dues.
For more information or to sign up, please contact:
Pete Rubincam @ rubindrost@hotmail.com

COUPONS, DEALS, and SAVINGS!!!!

Newsletter 7

Wis-Ski News

Paid Advertisement
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WSC WORK DAYS
Work days are the 3rd Sunday of every month
and begin at 9:00 AM and run all day
Come out and help with some general maintenance activities. We know work days
aren’t everyone’s favorite activity, but the chalet, bathrooms, and general area do not
take care of themselves. We need everyone to pitch in and keep the club looking
good and functioning properly. The condition of our winter oasis should be
something we can all take pride in!

If you can’t find something to do…
you’re not looking hard enough!

WSC Officer Nominations
Nominations for 2014/2015 WSC Officer Positions will be accepted at the February,
11th general membership meeting. Officer positions include:
President * Vice President * Treasurer * Recording Secretary * Corresponding Secretary
If you are interested in running for a position on the WSC board or would like to nominate someone for the board,
please make sure you attend the meeting so that nominations can be recorded.

NOTE: The election of officers will be conducted at the April 12th general meeting.

!! WSC Regulation Reminder !!
Per the WSC By-Laws, Rules and Regulations, use of the hill and/or
lift is limited to current members in good standing. Use of the hill
and/or lift by anyone other than a member in good standing is
strictly prohibited.
It is the responsibility of each member to ensure and enforce these regulations.
Guests are always welcome at WSC; however, their use of the facility is limited to
the Chalet and must be accompanied by you, the member.
Thank you for your support!
The WSC Board of Directors
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A History of Skiing – Part 2
Today, in the Altay Mountains there are still small pockets of inhabitants (Chino-Mongolian rednecks) that live
very close to the land and used homemade skis made of spruce logs. The bottoms of the skis have horsehair
hide attached to them. The grain of the hide is attached so the it slides as the hunter goes downhill but
„catches‟ and actually grips the snow when travelling up hill. Some Chinese scholar‟s say these types of skis
have been used since 8000 B.C.
In the sixteenth century a group called the promyshleniki (frontiersmen) were running from the yolk of Czar
Ivan the Terrible (and was he ever!) of the young Russian Empire. They were Cossack in origin and were the
advance guard of fur hunters that rode their horses from the Ural Mountains into the lonely Siberian taiga
where they intermarried with different groups of Asians. Some married willingly, some not so willingly. This
was accomplished not only by the horse and sword but by sleds, and skis in the winter to conquer the leftovers
of the empire begun by Genghiz Khan.
These people although small in number were a peculiar breed that was daring and reckless. Since the winters
were and are still very long in this area skis were used very effectively to run down fur bearing animals and to
set trap lines far and wide for the most valuable creatures such as sable and ermine. To visualize these wild
outdoor people think of a combination of the Duck Dynasty family, Hatfield and McCoys mixed with Stalin‟s
cousins interbred with an alcoholic nephew of the Buddha who was as smart as Charlie Chan. Their conquest
is unparalleled in the history of a mixed but mostly white race of people for speed and dominance. With the
help of ever better types of skis being developed, in fifty years they cut, slashed and skied their way across Asia
and in 1636 stood on the shores of the great Pacific Ocean. They used various types of skis to complete this
massive task including the style that was tar covered on one long ski of nine feet in combination with a shorter
fur bottomed ski. The tar-bottomed ski was for gliding and the fur-bottomed ski would push the skier forward
to hunt its prey or sack a village in the dark of a long winter.
Fast forward to the 1800‟s where folks from Norway developed a more recognizable ski design to us. The
shape of these skis was wider at the ends and narrower in the middle for better turning as well as control. In
the Rocky Mountains the miners in the mid nineteenth century used giant ten-foot skis to get from the mines to
their shacks or towns in the winters. They also competed against each other and bet the hard dug gold and
silver they were mining. They also tried to impress the women of ill repute who worked the brothels that
always were near mining camps no matter what the altitude.
Finally, in the Unites States, after the terrible fighting and carnage of World War II, some Americans who
came back home after seeing the skiing of the Europeans and were trained in winter warfare (US Army 10th
Mountain Division) of which skiing was a part of the mountainous training decided that skiing could be just
fun. It also could be profitable to open up
ski lodges in places such as Vermont, Aspen and Vail CO. This is where our tale ends at the foot of the ski hill
we enjoy so much. This too was the vision of some forward thinking men in the days after WWII; the
Wissahickon Ski Club.
So as you go up the T- bar, look around at our little slice of hilly heaven. When you stand by the grand outdoor
stone fireplace and warm your hands by the glowing flames remember that you are part of a tradition that goes
back further then the pyramids have been standing. Be proud be loud you are a member of the WSC!
I would like to thank my nephew and big cheese of the WSC, Matthew Sabia Jr. and Drewbie “Big Tooth” who
requested me to pull together an article about a short history of skiing. The idea took place at the bottom of the
ski hill on a recent cold and snowy night. I hope to add more to the history of skiing in later additions of this
publication. My next article is titled “Ray Trainor- Cossack or Not?”
My wife and family truly enjoy the time we spend with our fellow members on the hill, however I could take or
leave you people! So from on the not so powdery slopes of Barren Hill‟s finest hill, the WSC, thanks and enjoy

Danny Sabia

your winter!
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