2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT (A)
CHRIST COMES TO SAVE EVERYONE
December 3/4, 2022

The message of Christ to His disciples is: “The thief comes only to steal and
kill and destroy, | have come so that they may have life and have it to the
full” (Jn.10:10). This is the intention of God, that was why He promised the
Israelites a Messiah from the root of Jesse to rule them and bring them
peace. He would be filled with the Spirit and His actions would be guided by
the Spirit. He would bring justice to the poor and the wicked would be
destroyed.

Isaiah helps us to know what would happen at the time of the Messiah; there
would be reconciliation and peace on earth even among animals. The
Gentiles would be sought and there would be one people in the world.

As St. Paul told the Romans, “Whatever was written previously was written
for our instruction, by our endurance and by the encouragement of the
Scriptures we might have hope”; the hope is that Christ comes to save
everyone.

Christ’s coming is to bring peace and salvation, but for those who are ready
to receive Him and His message. That was why John was sent to prepare
the hearts and minds of the people to repentance. One cannot meet Christ
with the heart and mind filled with evil intentions. Furthermore, one cannot
enter the kingdom with uncleanness and evil. There is the need for a clean
and pure heart. John the Baptist prepared himself, by fasting and praying
and living an ascetic life. He exhibited humility and selflessness. He was filled
with courage and wisdom. He lived what he was sent to preach about.

John’s message to the Pharisees and Sadducees is a wake-up call to you
and me. They were not to rely on the idea that they were descendants of
Abraham so they could behave in any way they liked, because God could
and can raise up children for Abraham. They were to repent and believe in
the Good News, because the kingdom of God was at hand.

As we prepare for the coming of the Lord, | have to have hope that He is
coming to save me to have life to the full. To prepare for the Lord, one of the
things | have to do is to live in peace and harmony with everyone, and
welcome others, as the Lord Jesus welcomed me. Both the Prophet and the



Psalmist talk about what He would bring — justice and peace, so | am to help
promote harmony among the people of God whom | live.

| should also ask myself whether | have begun to bear good fruit for all the
graces that | have received from the Lord. Is it difficult for me to do good?
Why, or why not? Am | learning the way of John who was simple and gentle,
and conscious of his mandate to prepare the hearts of the people for the
coming of the Lord? Is my life a safe and smooth path for the Lord?

If I don’t allow Jesus to come into my life, | allow the evil one to take control
of me, and | become like a ship on the sea without a captain to direct it; it is
blown by the wind to any direction, and it will never reach its destiny. It is like
an uninhabited house which will be filled with dirt and cobwebs and mold. It
is also like a farm with every crop but no workers to clear the weeds. The
farm is overgrown with thorns and thistles. The Lord is coming to give me
life; how am | waiting for His coming? Is it important for me or it is just another
year’s celebration as usual?

The Mighty One is coming with “His winnowing fan in His hand. He will clear
His threshing floor and gather His wheat into His barn, but the chaff He will
burn with unquenchable fire”. Will | be wheat or chaff?
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to receive Him and His message. That was why John was sent to prepare
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with the heart and mind filled with evil intentions. Furthermore, one cannot
enter the kingdom with uncleanness and evil. There is the need for a clean
and pure heart. John the Baptist prepared himself, by fasting and praying
and living an ascetic life. He exhibited humility and selflessness. He was filled
with courage and wisdom. He lived what he was sent to preach about.

John’s message to the Pharisees and Sadducees is a wake-up call to you
and me. They were not to rely on the idea that they were descendants of
Abraham so they could behave in any way they liked, because God could
and can raise up children for Abraham. They were to repent and believe in
the Good News, because the kingdom of God was at hand.

As we prepare for the coming of the Lord, | have to have hope that He is
coming to save me to have life to the full. To prepare for the Lord, one of the
things | have to do is to live in peace and harmony with everyone, and
welcome others, as the Lord Jesus welcomed me. Both the Prophet and the
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is also like a farm with every crop but no workers to clear the weeds. The
farm is overgrown with thorns and thistles. The Lord is coming to give me
life; how am | waiting for His coming? Is it important for me or it is just another
year’s celebration as usual?

The Mighty One is coming with “His winnowing fan in His hand. He will clear
His threshing floor and gather His wheat into His barn, but the chaff He will
burn with unquenchable fire”. Will | be wheat or chaff?
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As St. Paul told the Romans, “Whatever was written previously was written
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everyone.

Christ’s coming is to bring peace and salvation, but for those who are ready
to receive Him and His message. That was why John was sent to prepare
the hearts and minds of the people to repentance. One cannot meet Christ
with the heart and mind filled with evil intentions. Furthermore, one cannot
enter the kingdom with uncleanness and evil. There is the need for a clean
and pure heart. John the Baptist prepared himself, by fasting and praying
and living an ascetic life. He exhibited humility and selflessness. He was filled
with courage and wisdom. He lived what he was sent to preach about.

John’s message to the Pharisees and Sadducees is a wake-up call to you
and me. They were not to rely on the idea that they were descendants of
Abraham so they could behave in any way they liked, because God could
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the Good News, because the kingdom of God was at hand.

As we prepare for the coming of the Lord, | have to have hope that He is
coming to save me to have life to the full. To prepare for the Lord, one of the
things | have to do is to live in peace and harmony with everyone, and
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an uninhabited house which will be filled with dirt and cobwebs and mold. It
is also like a farm with every crop but no workers to clear the weeds. The
farm is overgrown with thorns and thistles. The Lord is coming to give me
life; how am | waiting for His coming? Is it important for me or it is just another
year’s celebration as usual?

The Mighty One is coming with “His winnowing fan in His hand. He will clear
His threshing floor and gather His wheat into His barn, but the chaff He will
burn with unquenchable fire”. Will | be wheat or chaff?
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