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Bob Connors

With fall just around the corner, we will soon begin to see colors changing
in our wooded areas and reflected in the lakes. It’s always a welcome
sight after a long, hot summer. Other changes can be seen in the form of
some new street signs going up in the community. Reggie Almond and
John Negron are installing the new poles and signs which are a nice compromise between our popular ‘rural’ look and the new county-approved
signs that can be more easily seen.

LAKE MANAGEMENT

Ron Seiss

Cumberland Lake is down 3-5 inches from full pool. This is a normal condition as we enter this time of the year. Clear water will start to cloud as
dog days approach and the level will continue to fall through October.
The rains generally return in November, flushing the impoundments and
raising the lake level to normal full pool. Cumberland Lake has 1200
acres of drain basin; Lazy Lake has 1500 acres of drain basin. The only
known water source for the lakes is the streams surface runoff. During
the dry time most rainfall is absorbed by the ground. Even if we get an
inch or so, very little gets to the lakes.
Unfortunately, Lazy Lake dam is leaking again. We are monitoring the
situation and will try to determine what our options are for its repair in the
future.
Drawdown plans for both lakes were approved by the State of Tennessee
in July 2014. The crack on the headwall of the Lazy Lake spillway remains unchanged.
To prevent further erosion, over 42 tons of shot rock were placed in the
spillway of Cumberland Lake by Marshal Cox Backhoe Service. Cost of
the shot rock was $461.50 and labor was $300.00 for a total cost of
$761.50.

“I would also like to
encourage everyone to
attend our
Annual
Meeting coming up on
October 18. It’s a great
opportunity to reconnect with neighbors

FIREWISE
Tom Torbleau
It’s that time of the year
again! As of 15 Oct., we
all need to obtain a Burn
Permit if you intend on
burning. Permits are
very easy to obtain by
calling 931-484-4548 or
931-788-5538 (Mon-Fri)
or even online at
BurnSafeTn.org.

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

Tom Torbleau

In 1972 the federal government created the USA on Watch organization through
FEMA and Homeland Security to offer membership and emergency training
through organizations like Neighborhood Watch, CERT (Community Emergency
Response Teams), Fire Corps and the Medical Reserve Corps. Then, in 2012
the federal government began transitioning Neighborhood Watch to the National
Sheriffs’ Association (NSA). This was the organization that conducted the
Neighborhood Watch Conference held in Nashville along with the National Sheriffs’ Association annual conference.
The new watch organization is now called National Neighborhood Watch which
is a division of the National Sheriffs’ Association and has oversight by the U.S.
Bureau of Justice. The move to the Sheriffs’ Association is a better fit because
all Neighborhood Watch Community Groups are managed and supported by
local Sheriffs’ Departments like the Cumberland County Sheriffs’ Department.
In the near future, a new next generation program called Neighborhood Watch
NOW portal will be available to all watch members along with a new ICE BlackBox mobile app which will be integrated with the 911 program. Members will be
able to upload evidence and activate emergency recordings to alert watch captains and law enforcement.

COMMUNITY RELATIONS - WELCOMING

ENVIRONMENTAL
CONTROL
Reggie Almond
Editor’s Note: Frank
Jimenez has resigned his
position as Chairman of
the AECC Committee for
personal reasons. The
Board has appointed Reggie Almond as the new
Chairman and he is currently transitioning into
this position. His report
will be in the December
Newsletter.

Betsy Hess

Welcome to Connie and Jim Lanigan who moved from Florida to Cumberland
Lakes in July. They reside at 284 North Lake Trail. Soon our committee will
officially welcome them as we have been welcoming them individually at this
point.

BEAUTIFICATION

Betsy Hess

The committee has been diligently manning the different beds. The Jim Garrett
road entrance gets unruly as we have so many tall plants there. As I was recently weeding there a lady from Mayland stopped and asked if she could have
some white phlox. By the time she left I had given her the white phlox, bee
balm and hardy geranium. I appreciated her stopping and asking. Bill trimmed
the two ninebarks there as he does every year sometime after they have flowered. I like Janine’s touch of planting the big zinnias out on the Route 62 entrance… and they’ve actually not been stolen!
Some of the vandalized trees on the island near Route 62 have sent out shoots
which Bill will trim. They’ll take a long time to grow but we may not have as
many to replace as we thought. He will still plant two big redbuds in the island
this fall.
We have lost part of our landscaping! As of July 4 th we no longer have our center island of wood at the Community Center. The conditions were finally right to
burn it!
Thanks to Judi Connors, Bill Hess, Elaine Jimenez, Shirley Seiss, Janine Torbleau and myself for working so hard on Cumberland Lakes beautification.

CRITTER CONTROL
There are no “critter issues” at this time.

4th of July Fun

NATURE NOTES

Bill Hess

Recently, I had a conversation with a neighbor about our trees. He had
mentioned to me about Poplar trees growing on his property in Maryland. I
was uncertain as to what kind of trees they were. Because of the locality
and his description of the trees, I asked if he was talking about Tuliptrees,
which he said he was. Our state tree is the Tuliptree, or the Yellow-poplar,
or the Tulip-poplar. All these names refer to the same tree species and refer
to members of the Magnolia family.
Another group of trees are Cottonwoods with the scientific name of Populus
and they are a part of the Willow family. Hence my confusion as to what my
friend was talking about. This type of information is mostly known by someone with my background as a botanist and usually not the general public.
Trees are easy for us to be able to sort this problem out since the number of
trees that most of us talk about is limited and we can quickly understand one
another. With herbaceous plants, the problem is more difficult because of
the greater numbers of herbaceous plants with more common names. I
know the scientific names better than the common names, which often overlap with and within different scientific plant groups. The following paragraph
is something I wrote many years ago for popular consumption when I was
associated with a plant museum. It kind of explains what is really important
for most of us.
“The taxonomist is the one who must concern himself with the plant
names and inform people as to the ones he believes to be correct. But this
endeavor will have little effect on the biology, i.e., the living attributes of
plants. It is the biology of the plant that is unique and something that all of
us can experience with interest, no matter what the plant name is. We can
study plants in their natural habitats or nurture them in our gardens and
houses, feeling pleasure because they are alive. In this light, the name,
whether old or new, seems not as significant as knowing the living plant better. Nevertheless, the need to communicate with others about a favorite
plant is still there, and we will find a name from among those that have been
used, which will tell the other person “who” we are talking about.”
I hope that above wasn’t too boring and makes a little sense as to
the use of common and scientific names. If one wants to know precisely
about a plant sometimes descriptions and/or common names are not
enough to communicate, and then to be certain of, the answer you might
receive.
Tulip Tree

The weather was
GREAT! The games and
laughter shared as family & friends gathered!

ACTIVITIES

Cindy Carty

Future Pre-planned Cumberland Lakes Community Center Social Events, open to all Cumberland Lakes
residents include:
Labor Day BBQ/Picnic – September 1, 2014 - $2.00 per adult for this event.
Halloween – October 31, 2014
Christmas/Holiday Dinner – December 13, 2014
4th of July SPARKLED With Fun: As expected, another nice showing of Cumberland Lake Residents. Look on
our official website, http://www.cumberlandlakes.net/Calender_of_Events.html for those candid photos of neighborly fun and camaraderie. We finally were able to enjoy our Cumberland Lakes Bon Fire held later in the day and
well into the evening. Added to the initial 4th of July social event was a “Happy Hour” before the main meal,
sides and/or desserts. A couple of donated appetizer tables allowed a nicer transition for arrivals and the time
consuming task of BBQing the meats to serve, buffet style, to our residents. Then, Games & the Bon Fire!!
FROM THE EDITOR: If at any time you prefer to receive a mailed copy of the Newsletter, or you no
longer need a mailed copy, please call me at 931-839-7252. The Community Center office is no longer
open on Tuesday and Thursday mornings; however, the phone is monitored and your call will be returned as soon as possible.
If anyone has a story or comment they would like to share about life in Cumberland Lakes please
bring it to my attention and it will be considered for publication in the Newsletter. All submissions
must be signed and due to space restrictions they may not always be able to be be used, but we will
do our best to include them whenever possible.
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