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SAYING GOOD-BYE
By now you should have received word that I have discerned another call to be a full-time Priest-in-Charge (PIC) at
Grace Church in Mt. Clemens.
In 2015 I decided that I wanted to return to Michigan after being away for 30 years in order to be
closer to my family and friends. I was living in Connecticut and the only opening that was available
in this diocese that would fit my timeframe was the Priest-in-Charge position at St. John’s. So I accepted and in July of 2015 I arrived with the understanding that this would be a full-time, temporary
PIC call. It soon became apparent that St. John’s was not able to sustain a full-time clergy, which
meant that I would not be able to stay there or in Southeastern Michigan. Our bishop, however,
came to the rescue and brokered a deal that would allow me to be part-time at St. John’s and Nativity
for the three years of the (PIC) contract.
Priests-in-charge are basically interim clergy who work with congregations to help them prepare to call a permanent
priest. We are almost at the end of this contracted time and our Bishop’s Committee is currently doing the work to call
a permanent priest. There was always the option to call me as the permanent clergy and conversely another option to
call someone else. As I said in my letter, I have discerned a call away from Nativity and St. John’s so that means
another priest will be called here. Rest assured that there is a plan in place and we are well supported by our diocese
so this transition process should proceed easily and quickly. Our Bishop’s Committee will be keeping you updated as
things develop.
I know many of you wish that I would stay, and if circumstances were different, I probably would have remained. I
am honored that you think so highly of me and I want you to know that I also hold all of you in very high regard!
Saying good-by and letting go is never easy. Change is something that most of us would rather avoid, myself included.
Therefore, I would like to encourage all of us to face this transition openly and honestly. I know that there is fear and
anxiety that goes along with the unknown. Like it or not, transitions are an ongoing reality in our individual and communal lives here at Nativity and you have seen it going on over the past decade. The challenge for each of us is how
we live into the change.
Jesus never promised his followers that life would be easy.
In fact, he told his disciples that the road would be difficult,
there would be hardships and suffering and they would have
to endure things that they would rather avoid. What Jesus
did promise, however, was that he would always be with
them – encouraging, strengthening, supporting and loving
them through all the difficulties and joys. These same promises apply to us today. The question for us becomes, “How
will we invite Jesus in to help us through the changes and
transitions in our lives?”
Continued on page 2

Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome

Sunday Services
Oct 7
Oct 14
Oct 21
Oct 28

-

9:30 am Holy Eucharist
9:30 am Morning Prayer
9:30 am Holy Eucharist
9:30 am Morning Prayer
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SAYING GOOD - BYE Continued from page 1
We Christians have Jesus and each other to turn to. We believe that life is one big transition because nothing is forever,
except God. This time that we are entering is also a great opportunity to deepen our trust and faith in the Almighty. I
would encourage all of us to turn to prayer when we are sad, confused, worried or happy.
These next few months may raise a variety of feelings for you as well. Please know that I am available to talk with
you about any of them and don’t forget to speak with your neighbor in the pew beside you. My last Sunday here will
be October 21st but I will continue to be in the office my regular two days that week and I will finish up on Monday,
October 29. I begin at Grace on Thursday the first day of November.
We have already secured an ongoing supply clergy for two Sundays of each month after I am gone. Tim has all the
details and will be sharing those as well as the overall discernment process at Nativity.
I truly believe that God has something wonderful in store for all of us. May we open our hearts and minds to hear and
experience the Holy Spirit moving among us!
Blessings,
The Rev. Steve Domienik

PARISH PICNIC

On Sunday, September 16 at
9:30 am we enjoyed a beautiful
outdoor Eucharist and afterwards we gathered for our annual parish picnic! It was a great
day for weather, food and fellowship!
Thanks to everyone who helped
with set-up and cleanup and all
who brought food to share. Special thank you to Eric Goldstein
who purchased and assembled
our new grill and who cooked
all the wonderful burgers and
dogs!
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Fr Steve is one of the presenters at this workshop!

Advanced Renaissance Workshop: Identifying,
Inspiring and In-Forming Members for Mission
Requiem & Renaissance Workshop: Next Steps
Sat., Nov 10, 9am - 4pm
St. Paul's, Jackson
As followers of Jesus, we are called to make the Kingdom of God visible in this world. Previous Requiem & Renaissance workshops have challenged congregations to consider the gifts they have to offer and the populations with whom
they might connect and make relationship. This year’s workshop emphasizes the constant need to strengthen the foundations of that calling. In it, we will explore specific ways to identify and nurture those gifts in our midst, so that we
can sustain and expand our capacity to spread the gospel.
Bring a team of your congregational leaders, to share your stories with other congregations, and gain valuable tools
for forming and inspiring evangelists (that is, people who have been transformed by the good news of God in Jesus
Christ, to proclaim and live out forgiveness and redemption, healing and feeding, liberation and justice).
To register, please email the names of all attendees to Jim Gettel (jgettel@edomi.org) as soon as possible. Then mail
a check for $12/participant made payable to the “Episcopal Diocese of Michigan” to cover the costs of the workshop.
If you have questions, please contact us: Bruce Cann Chair, Vital Congregations Committee of Diocesan Council
at Bruce.Cann@bhemail.com or 313-550-6889.

Volunteer for Diocesan Convention!
Our biggest need is Tellers for Saturday (7:30am to 5:00pm).
Tellers work directly on the convention floor to assist the Secretary of Convention in quickly counting “show of hands” votes
in their assigned sections. Tellers sit at tables around the
perimeter of the convention floor ready to spring into action
when called upon and may use down time to work on quiet
projects (knitting, word puzzles, reading, etc.) while listening to
Diocesan business until they are needed. Email Julie Travis at
pcjuli@yahoo.com or call 734-233-7334 to volunteer.

OCTOBER
CALENDAR EVENTS
Oct 7 - Sacred Spaces Meeting
Oct 21 - BC Meeting

18 Gene & Pat Hill

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
8 Chad Creager
12 Tim Wittlinger
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