Today, 


we reach a foundational review passage, 

which in the weeks to come, 


will grow into a corrective passage.  

We are building up to a debate about bodily resurrection.  


When we die, 



do we become spiritual beings 



or physical beings?  

Despite how hard it is for us to imagine these bodies 


that we work over 


and are wearing down, 



it is a physical resurrection.  




We will be existing in the New Jerusalem with physical bodies 




filled with our Spiritual selves.

We will get to that argument in the weeks to come, 


as we spend time in this great chapter on the resurrection.  

But before we get there, 


Paul needs to remind the Corinthians about what they already know and agree on.  



That is what Paul first came and told them about the good news, 



the gospel on which their whole life as a body of believers is built, 



the news they welcomed with open arms 




and became the Corinthian Church, 



the news that will continue to save them 




as long as they continue to believe.  


Paul wants to remind them of what their past, 



present, 



and future are built upon.  


It is good for us to hear, 



because our past, 



present, 



and future is built on the same thing.

Of course, 


if we want to let this fall away, 


say it did not happen, 


or question its authenticity, 



then everything else we have done as Christians following Christ 




has been in vain.  

This is the reality of the Christian faith, 


either the gospel is true 


or nothing we do really matters.  

Either what Paul said happened happened, 


or we are wasting our time here.

What was this thing that happened? 


Verse 3 lays it out for us.  

This is what Paul received and passed onto the Corinthians.  


He did not make it up himself, 


but was given to him by God.  

Christ died for our sins.  


That Christ or Messiah was Jesus.  


That savior was Jesus of Nazareth.  

He died for our sins according to the scriptures, 


because that was what our relationship with God called for.  

Isaiah 53, 


our call to worship today, 



lays it out pretty well for us, 

but when Paul says according to the scriptures, 


those would be the whole Old Testament.  

The Old Testament story, 


which is also our story, 

tells of how man walked away from God.  

In order for that relationship to be restored, 


to be set right, 



a sacrifice needed to be offered, 




for centuries it was a lamb, goat, or pigeon on a continual basis, 




every day.  


We were always in debt to God, 



because we kept on sinning 



and we still sin today.  

So Jesus died to make a new covenant with us, 


an improved covenant.

Paul builds on this and reminds us he was buried.  


This extra note does two things.  

One, 


it tells us that he was really dead.  



It is not nice to bury people who are still alive.  

Two, 


it reminds us that Jesus was not a Spiritual being, 


but a physical being.  



You can't bury a Spirit.  



You can only bury a body.  

The next piece, 


raised on the third day, 

reinforces the idea of being dead 

and leads us into this idea of new life, 


which the Old Testament as a whole echoes throughout.  



There was new life promised, 



a new kingdom, 



a new rebuilt, 




restored Jerusalem that was coming.  

It was promised to those who knew God.  


But if you are dead and that is the end, 



it is hard to know God if you no longer exist.

The good news for the Corinthian's was, 


they did not doubt any of this.  


This was not where they differed from Paul.  

This is where they stood together, 


because this is the issue of first importance.  

You doubt these pieces 


and you really are not abiding in the faith, 


in the church at all.  

You are going off on your own thing.

Paul's extensive list of witnesses, 


more extensive, 


more witnesses than any other list you will find in the Bible, 



is purposeful.  

This list is there, 


listing Peter, 


the 12, 


the 500, 


James, 


all the apostles, 


and then Paul himself, 

to remind the Corinthians that these were physical sightings.  

Not spiritual, 


but each of these stories has a physical body of Jesus, 



post death interacting with people.  


People saw Jesus, 


touched Jesus, 


and reacted to a physical Jesus.

What is more, 


the way they reacted to him shows how this Jesus operated, 



via grace.  

Those listed are mainly those who walked away from Jesus.  


Peter of course denied Jesus three times 



and wept bitterly.  


The 12 deserted him as soon as he was arrested.  


James, 



was Jesus' brother, 




who the gospels tell us, 





thought Jesus was losing his mind early on 





and tried to restrain him.  



Jesus appeared to him according to tradition 




and forgave him as well, 




bringing him into his path to be a leader in the Jerusalem church.

Then there is Paul.  


Paul also needed Jesus' grace, 



because how he treated the church early on.  

He did not just desert Jesus.  


Instead he hunted Jesus' followers down.  



He persecuted the church, 



up until the day that Jesus appeared to him.  

Paul does not imply that it was a vision 


or any other out of body experience.  

He puts his visit with the resurrected Jesus 


in the physical interaction with the risen Lord.

All of these experiences are to remind the Corinthian's of what they originally believed.  

This is summarizing what is most important.  


What we need to have central to our thought and our walk.  


This is something that the Corinthian's readily believed 



and had built their foundation upon.  

But then where did they go?  


That is some of what Paul will address in the rest of the chapter.  



But it will pick up some of the Corinthian's earlier corrections in the letter.  

The Spiritual bent that they have 


is leading to a false doctrine being developed.  

The other piece that is being developed, 


an antagonism towards Paul, 



is addressed in verses 8-11.  

When Paul refers to himself, 


he definitely is not building himself up.  

The NIV puts it nicely, 


by saying that he was abnormally born.  

It is a term used for a still born or miscarried baby.  


Paul is saying he is a Freak, 


the Freak.  

He is not who you would expect that God would use.  


He is another case of God using who you would least expect.  

The Corinthian's are no different than us, 


they have basic standards of good leaders.  

They would pick Saul as King over David every time, 


just like we would.  

They would pick the one who spoke endlessly in tongues.  


Not the one who continually calls them to a new way of life 



that is out of their comfort zone.

From what we know of Paul, 


he was not one you would take home to your parents.  



He was a small man, 



we know he struggled with a thorn in his side, 




causing him physical issues.  



We know his vision was not great.  

He fits the runt image in my mind.  


Which explains why he was so determined to persecute the Jesus movement 



that ran counter to his Jewish faith.  


He had a Napoleon complex before it existed.  

But despite all of this, 


Jesus still called him to be a part of his great work.  

This is why Paul lists his name with those who broke Jesus' heart.  


He pulled a Peter, 


or a James, 


or a 12, 



but to a far greater magnitude.  

Paul was someone who might actually have some claim to the saying, 


“The Church would be struck by lightning if I walked in.”  


Yet Jesus called him nonetheless.  

The Grace of God made him what he was.  


It turned him from someone who persecuted the church 


to someone who built up the church. 

God's grace has that effect on people.  


It radically transforms their whole reality.  

We can not experience it 


and walk away unchanged.  

Every time we wade in it, 


we leave changed.  

We can put all the energy into it we can, 


but it is God's grace that makes the difference.  

It gives us chances we never imagined, 


because there is no way we ever deserve them.

In doing so, 


Paul concedes that he is not their ideal person to bring this good news.  



But God used him nonetheless.  

Yes, Apollos may speak more eloquently, 


be taller, 


a better physical specimen, 

but he, 

and Peter, 

and Paul, 


all spoke of the same thing.  

Jesus dying for their sins.  


That is what they signed up for.  

They did not sign up to just speak in tongues 

or to leave their bodies now.  


Despite what their Greek heritage encouraged them to believe, 

Paul had spoken of these bodies being redeemed, 


because of Jesus bearing the first fruits of this creation in a resurrected body.  


A body that is not hampered by sin.  

All these people saw it.  

They affirm that it happened.  


Some are still alive. 


Some have already died, 



which means this faith is not going to keep them from dying.  

But there is that new life that caught their attention when Paul spoke so plainly.  


That life free from the burdens of sin that Paul spoke of, 


as did Appollos, 


as did Peter.  

That is what everyone spoke of 


and everyone was asked to believe.

Now the question is, does everything else that you believe align with this fact?  

Paul has pointed out many areas so far to the Corinthians where their lives did not.  

With this in mind, 


we can probably spend some time looking at our own lives 



and see where our living, 



our lifestyle and habits, 




do not align with this new life that Paul is proclaiming.  

Let us not stay there, 

let us have the reality of Christ's life, death, and resurrection 


have an effect on how we live as well.  

So that what we have believed is not in vain, 


but aligns with what was preached and what we first believed.
