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HAPPY, HAPPY NEW YEAR. It
doesn’t get better than our New
Year’s Eve party. We brought in
2019 with lots of dancing, singing,
and Champagne drinking. The
room seemed magical with the
beautiful lighting and decorations.
We had our wonderful DJ from last
year who played great music that
we all enjoy so much. The dance
floor was never empty the entire
night. It was so much fun
celebrating with our Trail Dusters
family. We would sum up the
evening by saying, “Oh! What a
Night.”
Our club also completed cohosting a very successful dance to
benefit the fire victims of
December’s devastating fires. Two
hundred forty people attended the
dance,
and
Trail
Dusters
accounted for seventy of that total
Our amazing teacher, Paul, joined
us for the afternoon and called a
tip singing a song he wrote titled,
“Don’t Cry for me Pasadena.” Paul
also taught everyone how to
properly do a Rose Queen wave.
Along with the Buckles & Bows,
Boots & Slippers, and Happy
Squares clubs, we raised over
$6,500.00. We are very proud of
the fact that so many of our
members showed up to support
this wonderful cause.
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Mark & Joni Simon presenting the $6,500 check

In other ways, the end of 2018
presented challenges for our club.
We had to cancel one of our
Wednesday night classes because
the fire forced Calabasas to be
evacuated. Also cancelled was
our Saturday club dance due to the
fires. Then there was no class the
Wednesday before Christmas. We
thought that we would be able to
hold class the Wednesday before
New Years. However, Bay Laurel
informed us that they were closed
for the entire winter holiday.
Consequently, we also had to
cancel class on the Wednesday
before New Year’s Eve. This left
us, and our caller Paul, and all the
Rail Dusters behind with our
scheduled lesson plans. However,
Paul informed me that he will be
able to catch us up, and all will be
well.

We are very proud of our Rail
Dusters. They are a wonderful
addition to our club and are doing
so well. We initiated a mentor
program to help the Rail Dusters
transition into the more difficult
Plus calls. We are confident that
this program will assure that they
all complete the year as confident
and proficient square dancers.
With the help of Paul and the Trail
Dusters angels, we know they will
all make fabulous Trail Dusters.
We have a wonderful club, or we
like to say, “A Wonderful Family.”
We feel so privileged to be part of
this family. We have a lot to look
forward to in the months ahead.
We will enjoy dancing, laughing,
making new friends, and having
good times together in 2019.

all on our toes. Everyone loved

Mike Seastrom, Paul Waters, Dick
Hodnefield, and Rod Shuping
exemplified this by donating their
time to call for the dance. Their

Joni & Mark
Simon
Presidents
**********************************************

duets and individual styles kept us

WE DANCED TO SUPPORT FIRE
VICTIMS ON JANUARY 13TH
This

fundraiser

dance

was

appropriately named because the
Goebel Center was "on fire" with
over 200 square dancers (70 of
which
were
Trail
Dusters)
supporting the Salvation Army's
fun raiser for our recent fire
victims. Buckles and Bows, Boots
and Slippers, Happy Squares and
our own Trail Dusters participated
in this fabulous dance. We are not
just individual Club members. We
are part of a much bigger
community that rises to support
each other in times of need.
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our Paul Waters version of "Don't
Cry for me Pasadena." This was a

Our Next Dance
Cupid’s Ball

class level
dance and we
loved having
our Rail
Dusters there
to join us. A
big thank you
to everyone in
all the clubs
who
contributed to
the abundant

supply of refreshments we needed
for nourishment throughout the
afternoon. Lots of "shoppers" were
taking advantage of the great buys
at the clothing sale.
.
The dance didn't end at 4pm for
our Trail Dusters. Close to 50 of
us met afterwards at Brent's Deli in
Westlake for dinner. We always
have to keep the party going and
perpetuate our "Until We Eat
Again" slogan.
Your Dance
Reporter
Caren Blumfield

February 9th you
are invited to
attend our Club
Dance when we
will be celebrating
Love….all kinds
of love, not just
the romantic kind! Love for our
country, for our friends, for our
family, for our pets!
Our caller, Johnny Preston from
Alabama, is internationally known
for his enthusiastic style and great
singing voice. Born in California,
Johnny began calling in 1976 while
attending Wayne State University
in Michigan. He is a full-time caller
who travels across the United
States and is often featured at
festivals and resorts throughout the
world. Johnny is also the founder
of Hoedowns for Humanity, a
foundation created to raise funds
for local affiliates of Habitat for
Humanity as well as awareness of
the
square
dance
activity
throughout the country. Along with
Milo cueing our round dancers, the
dance is sure to be fun and
entertaining.
Every month I write of the
wonderful hospitality that our club
members extend to everyone who
walks in the door – members and
guests alike! The refreshments are
always first class, delicious and
plentiful. The welcoming warmth
and the friendly conversation make
the evening one not to be missed.
Circle your calendars and plan to
attend. Come out and enjoy not
only a great evening but also to
show support to our Board
members who work hard each
month – not only for the Club
dances but also for the classes
and all social events -flier page 16.
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Your roving reporters from Canada,
Shirley &
Collin Brown

Publicity
Chairs

List of callers - 2019
page 15

February 10th is our
SWEETHEARTS BALL
The Sweetheart Ball gives all clubs
the opportunity to recognize
outstanding members who have
contributed time and effort to the
ongoing success and growth of
their Club.

We congratulate our sweethearts
for 2019, Flo & Bill Tapp. Flo &
Bill have been active members
since 2003. Since joining the Club
they
have
demonstrated
a
commitment not only to square
dancing but to all Club activities.
They have been Ways & Means
Chairs for two years, finding new
ways to earn more money for our
club, hence ensuring our continued
financial
stability.
As
Class
Coordinators they worked tirelessly
to make sure that our new students
felt welcome, held brunches to
introduce the class to each other,
arranged for the makeup of
squares during the classes and

organized workshops to ensure
their success. They are currently
serving their second year as
Refreshment Chairs and along with
the rest of the team, arrange for
goodies at class on Wednesdays.
Flo & Bill have also steadfastly
supported all social events; Flo
working hard to organize and set
up and Bill as a photographer
providing
professional
quality
photos to remember these events.
Flo & Bill are definitely the
sweethearts of the Trail Dusters
Club.
Please join us, February 10, 2019,
at the dance in Hawthorne, to
celebrate
and
honor
our
sweetheart couple - see fliers
pages 17 & 18. The cost is $10 for
the ribbon in advance and $12 at
the door. See Marilyn Bloom for
your ribbons.
************************************

Feb. Birthdays
Mark Simon
Rhonda Shapiro
Cindy Kestenbaum
Mindy Dill
Robert Sobel
Dorothy Stabinsky
Marlene Reifel
Thom Smotrich
Michael Kreisberg
Mimi Steinberger

5
9
11
15
17
20
26
27
28
28

Feb. Anniversaries
Farryl & Bill Dickter
Bren & Jack Levy

10
12

Ilene &
Mark
Abramson

Membership Chairs
markabe@aol.com
*************************************

Our February visitation is the
Buckles & Bows
“44th Anniversary Dance
Date: February 23, 2019
Squares: 7:00 -10:00 PM
Caller: David Mee
Goebel Center – Simi Valley
Upcoming Visitation

March visitation is at
Valley Trailers

Saturday March 16, 2019
Caller: Justin Russell
Squares: 7:15 – 10:00 PM
Wilkenson Center - Northridge
Our April Visitation
Boots & Slippers
Saturday April 27, 2019
7:15 Rounds - 8:00 Squares
Caller: David Mee
Simi Valley Center
Visitation Chairs,
Lynn & Joel Ovadia

I’m happy to report that rays of
sunshine are beginning to break
through the clouds! Judy Comroe
is delighted to announce the
marriage of her son, Professor
Dean Whitman, to his long-time
sweetheart, Beth Schwartz. The
newlyweds “tied the knot” at sea,
off the coast of Key West, on the
anniversary of their first date,
December 22nd.
Joining them
was their canine ring bearer,
Willow. The couple will make their
home in Miami Springs, Florida.
Warm congratulations to you,
Judy, and to your son and new
daughter-in-law. May they enjoy a
lifetime of happiness together.
Wendy Goldzband tells us that
her older daughter (who resides in
Vermont) just purchased a home in
Burlington and is expecting her first
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baby, (a girl!) thus making Wendy
a FIRST TIME GRANDMA!
Wendy, we who are already
grandparents know the joy that
awaits you, and we all share in
your happiness as you anticipate
the future.
I’m so pleased to report that
Myron Ross is recuperating at
home following multiple visits to
the hospital for treatment of
congestive heart failure. Myron,
we hope that you are following
doctor’s orders, taking good care
of yourself and feeling stronger
every day!
Also happy to finally be at home
again after one month is Rhonda
Shapiro who continues to recover
from major back surgery. Although
it’s a long and difficult road,
Rhonda continues to maintain a
positive attitude together with her
sense of humor. Of course,
frequent visits from friends and
from her little granddaughter help
to make her recovery a lot more
pleasant. Rhonda, we hope that
each day will find you feeling better
than the day before, and that
before your know it, you will be
rejoining us once again!
May this New Year find each of
you enjoying every day to the
fullest and with many happy events
to celebrate! Please remember to
contact me (at the e-mail address
shown below,) with any news of
“Sunshine” or “Showers” so that I
can pass it on to our Trail Duster &
Rail Duster “Family.” Again, be

assured that I will contact you
directly before printing anything
and will then do so ONLY with
your expressed permission.
Rusty Kaman
rusty_k@verizon.net
Sunshine & Showers
Chair

CAMP TRAIL DUSTERS 2019

This class is made up of an
exceptional group of people, and
we are so happy to have
the angels come to class on
Wednesday to be their mentors.
They are making terrific progress.
With our caller’s help of repetition
and practice, they will definitely
become great dancers.
We hope that you will join us for
our fundraiser on Sat., March 30,
at the Simi Valley Cultural
Center. The play we are going to
see is "Newsies," an oldie but
goodie. Tickets are sold each
Wednesday at class or you can
use the form on page 19.
Before we meet two more of our
Rail Dusters, we need to make a
correction to Barbara’s Solomon’s
bio in last month’s Dusty Trails.
Barbara Solomon
Barbara Solomon’s
husband is alive and
is 102 years young.
He is a WW2 war veteran and
served in the Pacific.

Debbie Rose
Where in the world
is Debbie Rose?
Well, right now she is square
dancing with the Trail Dusters in
Calabasas. Debbie is a wonderful
addition to the Trail Dusters, and
we are so glad that she has joined
us.
Debbie, was born in South Bend,
Indiana. She moved to Los
Angeles in 1969 where she
attended UCLA and graduated with
a political science degree. Debbie
has two wonderful children, son
Zach, 23, and daughter Becca,18.

Debbie worked as an accountant
and manager for a law firm in Los
Angeles for 26 years.
The reason we asked where in the
world is Debbie is because she
has traveled to 46 countries. FortySix countries! Most people haven’t
even been to 46 cities. She once
traveled for 14 months across the
United States. She has been
to Eastern and Western
Europe and North Africa. She
once took a 42 hour train ride up to
Hudson Bay to see the northern
lights. And, she traveled 5,500
miles overland from South Africa to
Kenya with her children.

Can you
guess our
new
theme?
Our Spring
Weekend is scheduled for May 31,
June 1 & 2. We are going back to
the Marriott Courtyard in Oxnard.
New Tours! New Adventures!
Look for details in future issues.
.

NEXT BOARD MEETING
FEBRUARY 12, 2019
7:30 P.M.

Thank you Randee Hilborne for
getting Debbie interested in square
dancing.

WENDY
GOLDZBAND HOUSE

Lela Heslin
You can't miss Lela
Heslin because she
is the person that
always has a big
smile on her face.
She has a great laugh, and is
always enthusiastic. She is a very
good addition to the Trail Dusters.
Lela was born in Brooklyn, New
York. She has a son named CJ.
Lela works for a production team
called Etch U Products.
Lela says that she never stays
mad at anyone, and she always
tries to be a patient person. When
asked, “What is the most exciting
or special thing you have ever
done?” She replies, “Square
Dancing”.
Many thanks to Bob Zoren and
Michael Whitman for introducing
Lela to Square
Dancing.
Mark Cutter
Class Coordinator
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LOOK WHAT IS COMING UP!
A FUNdraiser event
scheduled for Saturday
March 30, 2019.
WE ARE GOING BACK TO SIMI
VALLEY CULTURAL
CENTER TO SEE

Tickets are only $25.00 each
and the seats are reserved. So
send your check to Marilyn &
Hy Katlein or see them at class
on Wednesdays. When they
receive your check you will be
able to pick the seats you want.
See flier on page 19 for more
details.

Dear Rail Dusters & Trail Dusters,
Well, we've started off the New
Year on a very positive note. We
had a huge turnout at our
fundraiser for the fire victims on
Sunday, January 13th. Everyone
had a wonderful time dancing to
the terrific callers who donated
their time to this very worthy
cause. The dance was followed by
dinner at Brent's, also very well
attended.
Snack donations continue to go
very smoothly - - thanks again to
our "kitchen team" headed by
Denise Kurtzer and Richard
Rose, with lots of support from
Judy Comroe and Bob and
Sandy Sobel.
Our dancers
continue to bring their assigned
goodies with so much generosity...
we live up to our motto "nobody
goes home hungry" club.
Here goes some interesting
Healthy Food Facts:
1. Apples are made up of 25% air,
which is why they float
2. Avocado has the highest
protein of all fruit
3. Cabbage is 91% water
4. Cherries are a member of the
rose family
Refreshment Chairs

Flo & Bill Tapp

As we’ve settled into 2019, the
eating and the dancing
continues…thankfully. For those
of us who are trying to be more
careful with our food choices after
the holidays, there will be salads
on the menu at each of the
restaurants where we’ll be dining.
The thought of “dining” rather than
just “eating” sounds so much
better.
The number of attendees at the
dinners is increasing and so is the
dollar amount donated to Trail
Dusters by these restaurants. The
donation from The Stand was the
largest so far and we hope that our
proceeds from each Wednesday
will continue to increase.
Everyone really liked Mod Pizza
where we ate in December. The
pizza is a thin crust and is delicious
and the salads came in all sizes
with all the toppings you can get on
the pizza.
As an added thought, if you know
you’ll be going out to dinner with a
group either before or after a
dance or other special event,
please let me know so I can see if
the restaurant you choose will
donate back to our group. Many
other restaurants do but we use
those where we order and pay
separately.
Please mark your calendars for
5:30 each Wednesday to join us
for dinner. Here’s the February
schedule of restaurants:

Judy Comroe

February 6
February 13
February 20
February 27

Salad Farm
Sharkey’s
The Stand
Mod Pizza

Your hostess,
Jane Lief

Ways & Means
Chairperson
Denise Kurtzer & Richard Rose

Lief.jane@gmail.com
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RMH WISH LIST DRIVE
ANOTHER SUCCESS
STORY!
SEE THANK YOU
LETER – PAGE 20

52ND ANNUAL
BAKERSFIELD FIESTA
March 23, 24, 25, 2019
Kern County Fairgrounds
Mainstream + Plus +Advanced
+Challenge + Rounds
All dances are on the Fairgrounds
See flier page 21

**********************************
A NIGHT ON THE
NILE A
GLITTERING NEW
YEAR’S EVE
CELEBRATION
.
For a while now it has
been customary that my last act for
our New Year’s Eve gala is to write
this finishing article for the Dusty
Trails. I sit here almost struggling
to find the right words, the best
words, to describe a night that was
clearly magical.
I just received a note from the
friends I brought who had never
seen a Trail Dusters event. They
were awed, amazed, and offered
that this was their best New Year’s
Eve party ever. Seeing the event
through their eyes, I couldn’t
agree more.
The Hilton room was transformed
to an impressive Night on the Nile.
The lights everywhere, the fresh
flowers, the Egyptian panels,
glittering Sphynx, scroll seating
cards, great music, fine dinner,

NEW YEAR’S SET UP

traditional entertainment including
two wonderful songs sung by our
own Diane Jubelier-Light, a visit
from a real Pharaoh and his
Queen-besides our own club’s
Pharaoh and Queen, and a
roomful of handsome men. It was
all a delight to the eyes. But one
could not miss noticing, and I
would be remiss in not mentioning,
how extraordinarily vogue and
beautiful all the women were. Each
more stunning than the next.
Through the years I often hear how
we at Trail Dusters are not simply
a successful square dance club.
We are also a family. That was
never more evident than when one
of us fell that night. Lana’s Mel is
better now due in no small part to
the spirit, unity, and energy in the
room directed toward his well
being. It was us at our best.
New Years Eve was a success
because of the sincere hard work
of many hands. It all begins with
Caren’s incredible vision and
creativity, Marilyn’s penchant and
talent to organize, encourage and
support our team, Jeri’s
unmatched and ever tactful
negotiating prowess, and
Maureen’s efforts that added to the
decor of the evening, and an
exceptional supporting committee
that grows every year. Our New
Year’s Eve Gala is no small feat,
but neither is the laughter, fun and
excitement, and sheer pleasure it
creates. Clearly, a magical
evening.
Maureen Fried
Committee Member

Maureen Fried, Marilyn Bloom,
Caren Blumfield, Jeri Sobel
New Year’s Eve Committee
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THE FAMOUS LADDER PICTURE

In front: Sandy Sobel, Ellen Sternfeld, Flo Tapp, Caren Blumfield, Miriam Brauner, Harriet Berman, Joni Simon, Anita Higer, Jeri Sobel
On ladder: Farryl Dickter, Maureen Fried, Marilyn Bloom. Phyllis Saul, Lori Hazan,

In front: Len Bloom. Gary Higer, Mike Sternfeld, Mark Simon, Shelly Fried, Terry Holzman, Bernie Brauner, Ron Sobel
On ladder: Steve Berman, Bob Sobel, Simcha Saul, Bill Dickter, Sherwin Silver
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AT NEW YEAR’S EVE

COCKTAIL TIME

9

COCKTAILS CONTINUED

10

AND NOW WE DANCE

11

DUSTY TRAILS VISITS JERUSALEM

With Miriam Brauner while visiting her family

With Adriane & Michael Kreisberg while attending grandson’s wedding

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

In front: Linda Cole, Bren Levy 2nd row: Jack Levy, Lois Michaelson, Judy Comroe, Marilyn Katlein, Robert Cirillo
Back row: Sandy Okada, Arthur Grossman, Jill Pivnik, Sandy Kaufman, Mike Sternfeld
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WE ATTENDED THE FUNDRAISING DANCE TO HELP FIRE VICTIMS

Front row: Norm & Rusty Kaman, Joni Simon, Anita Higer, Francie & Steve Bordofsky, Adrianne Kirman ,Ellen Sternfeld, Marilyn Katlein, Lynn Ovadia,
Cindy Kestenbaum, Judie Hirsh, Gayle Stern, Marilyn Bloom, Margie Hausman, Harriet Berman, Joyce Kopkin, Madeline Johnson, Lorraine Levin, Denise Kurtzer,
Rhonda Eisner, Terry Karsh, Renny Traub, Patty Goldberg
2nd row: Gary Higer, Howard Weiner, Hy Katlein, Mark Cutter, Alex Strouzer, Farryl Dickter, Art Hirsh, Debbie Townsend, Jeff Hausman,
Elaine Pfeffeman, Steve Berman, Robert Cirillo, Lois Horn, Sheldon Levin, Nancy Sachs. Shirley Brown, Paula & Jerry Seliga
3rd row: Lela Heslin, Michael Whitman, Phyllis Saul, Mike Sternfeld, Joel Ovadia, Cher Bodner, Collin Brown, Bill Dickter, Robert Grossman, Paul Waters, June
Grossman, Joan Kallet
4th row, Neil Sandler, Nikki & Steve Rosentsweig, Elise Sandler, Leslie & Robert Ruiz, Mark Simon, Simcha Saul, Caren Blumfield, Arthur Grossman, Jeri Sobel
Not pictured: Len Bloom, Pat & Rick Kessler, Flo & Bill Tapp
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REFRESHMENT ASSIGNMENTS FEBRUARY 2019

February 6
Fruit
Fruit
Dessert
Cheese & Crackers

Jill Pivnik
Roasalie Rifkin
Larry Rofe
Beverly Rutkin

February 13
Fruit
Fruit
Dessert
Cheese & Crackers

Sandy Sabatino
Gloria & Marc Schwartz
Rhonda & Bill Shapiro
Joyce Smith

February 20
Fruit
Fruit
Dessert
Cheese & Crackers

Bette Jo Weinstein
Jordon Wank
Michael Whitman
Victor Wolfe

February 27
Fruit
Fruit
Dessert
Cheese & Crackers

Marlene & Reuven Zeavy
Ilene & Mark Abramson
Arlene & Bob Zoren
Judith Altman

For more information call Judy Comroe (818) 932—9929- email judycomroe@socal.rr.com
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Trail Dusters Square Dance Club
Dance Schedule - 2019
2ND Saturday of Month

Rounds @ 7:00 PM – First Tip @ 8:00 PM
Alternating Rounds & Tips with 1 A-1 Tip
Wilkinson Senior Center – 8956 Vanalden - Northridge
DATE

CALLER

THEME

February 9, 2019

Johnny Preston

Cupid’s Ball

March 9, 2019

Dick Hodnefield &
Andy Allemao
Class Level Dance

Angel Appreciation
Night

April 13, 2019

Mike Seastrom

Cupcake Night

May 11, 2019

Mike Kellogg

Strawberry Fair

June 8, 2019

TBD

*Crazy Hat Dance

July 13, 2019

Ken Bower

* Watermelon Crawl

August 10, 2019

Pat Carnathan

* Pool Party

September 14, 2019

Buddy Weaver

Pearls & Black Tie
Parade

October 12, 2019

Tim Pepper

Scarecrow Ball

November 9, 2019

Rod Shuping

Great American Barn
Dance

December

Dark
* Summer Casual Attire*
ROUND DANCE CUERS Milo & Cinda Molitoris
For additional information call: Joni & Mark Simon 323-333-4947
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16

17

18

19

20
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February 2019 Trail Dusters Calendar
Sun

3

Mon

4

Tue

5

Wed

.
6
Salad Farm
5:30 p m
Bay Laurel
7:00 p.m.

Thurs

7

Fri

Sat

1

2 Groundhog Day

8

9
Dance at Wilkinson caller ;
Johnny Preston
cuer Milo Molitoris
see pages 3 & 16

10 Sweetheart Ball

11

12
Board Meeting
7:30 pm
Wendy
Goldzband’s
House

13
Sharkey’s
5:30 p m
Bay Laurel
7:00 p.m

14

15

16

17

18 President’s Day

19

20
The Stand
5:30 p m
Bay Laurel
7:00 p.m

21

22

23 Visitation at
Buckles & Bows
th
44 Anniv. Dance
caller: David Mee
Wilkenson Center
see page 4

24

25

26

27
Mod Pizza
5:30 p m
Bay Laurel
7:00 p.m

28

TRAIL DUSTERS
Anita & Gary Higer
14348 Riverside Drive #14
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423

22

