Reflection from Pastor John
October 7, 2018 - 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Genesis 2:18-24 & Mark 10:2-12 with Hebrews 2:9-11
What Does It Take to Bring a Value Back to Life?
The ideal is marriage till death do us part. Moses faced the reality of divorce and permitted it. Jesus is challenged by
religious leaders that this law exists. What did Jesus do? He gave the reason – hard hearts. He called for bringing the value
back to life.
What would it take? The author immediately shares the teaching that Jesus gave – “whoever does not accept the
kingdom of God like a child will not enter it.” I suggest that Jesus sees turning hearts of stone into hearts of flesh for the sake
of the children.
In these past two years as your Pastor, the center of my servant-leadership is to seek to awaken values that would be
important for young people to see modeled and taught through example, especially when to wait patiently radiates
unconditional love.
I look at the loss of our Church and all the struggle that surrounded it. The value of trusting authority needed to come
back to life. And the importance of not blaming or shaming anyone was also at stake. And we are bringing both values
forward.
I believe that our beginning the Elders’ Counsel and the Intercessory Prayer Team are the wise and contemplative energy
we need. I found the GPS giving birth to ROCC – God’s Providential Spirit opened us to ReVitalizing Our Confirmation
Commitment.
Our New Evangelization Mission Team and monthly Community Meals put in motion our wanting a community of hope
to reach those not present. The Harvest Fest is a way to touch lives of younger people as they hear and express music and
talent.
The sacrament that sends (Confirmation) and the sacrament of deep loving union who wants us every Sunday (Eucharist)
are less for so many. Will we seize this moment to bring the value of being a Confirmed Catholic on Mission back to life?

Our Mission Statement

ReVITALing Our Confirmation Commitment
(ROCC)

The October sessions of ROCC will be held on
October 17 (12:00 p.m.) and October 19 (6:00 p.m.) at
Marygrove College. Come to either session to learn
what it truly means to “chosen to be sent.” All sessions
will begin with Liturgy and a light meal.
ROCC is for the confirmed to be quipped to “renew
the face of the earth.” As St. Peter Claver Catholic
Church, we have been given an opportunity to live the
power of Christ, even as a small community. Let’s work
together to bring the Kingdom of God to our
neighborhoods. Let’s ROCC!!

Having reflected on the "four faces of our parish," St.
Peter Claver Catholic Church, chosen by the Eucharistic
Heart of Jesus, and under the guidance of Mary, resolves that:
1) we will provide more opportunities for deepening prayer life
and faith life for youth, young adults, and adults; 2) we will
initiate efforts to understand why individuals and families have
disconnected from the church; 3) we will collaborate with other
faith communities and organizations within our parish to offer
ecumenical events/activities (e.g., neighborhood clean-ups,
prayer meetings, health fairs); and, 4) we will utilize resources
within our parish community to advocate for education and to
promote social justice issues.

All Souls Day Mass of Remembrance
Families of those whose funerals were held here at St. Peter
Claver, and St. Peter Claver members who have lost loved ones
this year, are invited to join in the celebration of Eucharist on
All Souls Day, Friday, November 2, at 6:30 p.m. here at
Marygrove. Please use the flyer included with this bulletin to
have someone remembered. For more information, contact
Jennie Sinatra.

Mass for Commerce

Everyone is invited to a morning of inspiration by
joining His Excellency Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron and
the Catholic business and professional community at the
25th Annual Mass for Commerce on Wednesday, October
18, at 8 a.m. in the Chapel of Sacred Heart Major Seminary,
2701 W. Chicago Blvd., Detroit 48206.
This celebration of the Eucharist reminds Catholic men
and women that they are not just business and professional
people who happen to be Catholic, but people who
recognize they are stewards of God’s gifts and their need
for the Holy Spirit to be with them, guiding them every day.
A breakfast will follow Mass. Fr. Tim Hipskind, S.J.,
author of “What’s Your Decision? How to Make Choices
with Confidence and Clarity: An Ignatian Approach to
Decision Making,” will sign free copies of his book and
answer questions at the breakfast. For more information,
visit the web at www.massforcommerce.org or call (313)
596-7430.
CSA Minute
Catholic Services Appeal
Pastors, staff members, and volunteers who work hard
on the CSA in our parishes will gather at Sacred Heart
Major Seminary next week to offer their insights and
suggestions for conducting our annual appeal to the CSA
Steering Committee.
For many years, the CSA has been the means of
delivering archdiocesan ministries, programs, and activities
that are an integral part of the spirit of the initiatives
described in Unleash the Gospel. The goal of the CSA
Steering Committee is to improve the marketing and
operational components of the CSA, which is why it hosts a
gathering and listening issue each autumn.
Those integral to their parish’s CSA efforts must RSVP
for the Fall Gathering Session on Thursday, October 11, at
http://rsvp.aodcsa.org by October 8.
For more information about CSA-funded ministries,
programs, and services, please go to www.aod.org.
Stewardship Thoughts
In the framework of the reading from the Letter to the
Hebrews: … for whom and through whom all things exist
through God, today’s Scripture readings from the Book of
Genesis and St. Mark’s Gospel promote the common theme
of sacred marriage. In the Gospel, Jesus, referencing
Genesis, proclaims, God made them male and female. For
this reason, a man shall leave his father and mother and be
joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. It is
clear from these Scripture readings that God’s blessing of
marriage is the union between one man and one woman.
This is God’s teaching on Christian marriage. It is this
Scriptural Truth, this Church teaching, that faithful
stewards must embrace to counter secular society’s law,
which professes a false image of marriage. In this Truth,
the sacrament of Matrimony accomplishes its full Christian
meaning and potential by strengthening husbands and
wives to love and serve the Lord and one another. To
enhance your marriage, consider attending a Marriage
Enrichment Series or a Worldwide Marriage Encounter
weekend.

Trunk or Treat

This year, we will replace the annual Halloween Party
with a Neighborhood “Trunk or Treat.” Parishioners and
neighborhood residents will be invited to decorate their cars
and bring treats to hand out to kids on Halloween
(Wednesday, October 31). We have a commitment from
Lincoln-King school on Grove Street to utilize their parking
lot. We are also asking other local schools to join in. If you
would like to help with organizing and running this event,
please join Alice Flowers for a brief meeting after Mass.

Catholic Services Appeal

This year’s CSA target has been lowered to $9,101. To
date, we have received pledges of l7,935.00, or 87% of
the Target! Remember that every dollar above our goal is
returned to the parish!
If you haven’t made your pledge, please do so as soon as
possible, if you have given, please consider giving a little
more, As our CSA Chair, Tanda Flounory, noted last
week, if 15 people give $20 a month for the next 4 months,
we will achieve our target! Envelopes are available in the
rear of the church for supplemental donations.
Collection Results
September 30 – 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Envelopes:
$ 843.00
Loose:
35.00
Online:
440.00
Total Collection:
$1,318.00
Give Online at spcccdetroit.org

ONLINE GIVING IS HERE!!
We are pleased to offer online
giving at St. Peter Claver. You can now
give your contributions to the parish
online safely via an encrypted website.
You can also set up one-time or recurring donations to
our St. Vincent de Paul Ministry as well!
Online Giving makes it easy for you to maintain your
gifts to the parish even when you are unable to attend Mass.
You do not need to bring cash or checks to church anymore.
Giving electronically also helps you and the church staff
plan and budget.
If you have any questions, speak to Ed Shea after Mass,
or contact him at the parish office.

Community Meal

On the second Thursday of each month, we host a
Community Meal as we invite our neighbors in to share a
meal and their thoughts and concerns for the neighborhood.
The next meal is this Thursday, October 11, at 6:30 p.m. in
the Parish House on Grove Street. All are invited. If
possible, bring a dish to share. Also, please consider
inviting someone from our neighborhoods. If you have any
questions, please see Alice Flowers.

A Verse a Day For You to Pray
Today: Mark 10:14-15: Jesus said to his disciples, “Let
the children come to me; do not prevent them, for the
kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Amen, I say to
you, whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a
child will not enter it.”
Monday: Galatians 1:11-12: Now I want you to know,
brothers and sisters, that the Gospel preached by me is not
of human origin. For I did not receive it from a human
being, nor was I taught it, but it came through a revelation
of Jesus Christ.
Tuesday: Luke 10:41-42: The Lord said to Martha in
reply, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about
many things. There is need of only one thing. Mary has
chosen the better part and it will not be taken from her.”
Wednesday: Psalms 117:1-2: Praise the LORD, all you
nations, glorify him, all you peoples! For steadfast is his
kindness toward us, and the fidelity of the LORD endures
forever.
Thursday: Luke 11:9-10: Jesus said to his disciples,
“And I tell you, ask and you will receive; seek and you
will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For
everyone who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds;
and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.”
Friday: Luke 11:23: Jesus said to the crowd: “Whoever is
not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather
with me scatters.”
Saturday: Luke 11:27-28: While Jesus was speaking, a
woman from the crowd called out and said to him,
“Blessed is the womb that carried you and the breasts at
which you nursed.” He replied, “Rather, blessed are those
who hear the word of God and observe it.”

Ministers Schedule

October 14, 2018
Celebrant
TBD
Minister of Service
Fred Smith
Altar Server
Brianna Smith
Sacristan
TBD
Prayers of the Faithful
Aurelia Smith
Lectors
Eucharistic Ministers
Carol Harris
Irene Scott
Kathryn Crutcher
Mary Caroline Jonah

Meetings/Events This Week
Tuesday
10:00 am
Wednesday 12:00 pm
6:30 pm
Thursday
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
Saturday
2:00 am
Sunday
10:00 am

St. Vincent de Paul at Mt. Lebanon
Mass at PH
Ministers of Service at PH
Choir Rehearsal in Church
Community Meal at PH
Ladies of Peter Claver at PH
Mass in Church

Legend: PH=Parish House; MC=Marygrove College;
Church refers to the Chapel at Marygrove College

Missing In Action!
If you notice one of our fellow parishioners is absent
from Church for multiple weeks, please bring it to the
attention of one of the ushers.

Note: All verses are taken from the Mass readings for the day.

Funeral Liturgy Planning

If someone needs help preparing a Funeral Liturgy Service,
please contact the Parish Office at (313) 342-5292. We
have a Funeral Liturgy Planning Form which could be very
helpful.

Please Remember in Prayer:
Inez Alls, Florine Anderson, Olivia Boulden, Marcella
Bridges, Eminwl Dady, Johnnie Davis, Christopher Durant,
L. C. Durant, Peggy Endlein, Greg Engram, Richard
Engram, Rochelle Evans, Jesse Feagin, Earline Gaston,
Sandra Griffin, Kiara Harris, Karen Hickman, Marley
Jonah, Addison Martin, Augusta Martin, Dorothy (Vicki)
Martin, Annette Mayfield, Johnetta Mutes, Wilma Nelson,
Fred Ray, Elke Rittenhouse, Elaine Ryles, Irene Scott,
Gussie Seay, Jamil Sensi, Nagiba Sensi,Augusta Starks,
Marlene Talley, Bernice Thomas, Charles Tilghman,
Connie Tilghman, Christine Versele, Jon Viado, Vickee
Viado, Helen Wajda, Constance Washington-Daniel, Anna
Washington, Larry Washington, Lillie Washington, Wayne
Weamer, and relatives of our parishioners

St. Peter Claver Catholic Church
Parish Office:13305 Grove St., Detroit, MI 48235
(313) 342-5292
Church: Marygrove College - Sacred Heart Chapel
8425 W. McNichols Rd., Detroit, MI 48221
email: parishoffice@spcccdetroit.org
website: www.spcccdetroit.org
Mass: Every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. in the Church
(Check the bulletin for holy days and special services)
Reconciliation: Before Mass or By Appointment
Parish Office Hours: Monday - Thursday,
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
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