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Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Since 1991
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common
interest in keeping cage birds in captivity. To educate
members and the general public in the best care, keeping
maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird
conservation.

This Month’s Meeting
February 27, 2014
Cockatoos as Companion Pets
Calling all Cockatoo “Owners”
If you are willing, please bring your cockatoo to
the February meeting. WE are asking all other
birds to stay home that night – as this meeting
will focus on the pros and cons of having a
cockatoo in your life!!
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Newsletter Editor

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN OUR NEWSLETTER?

Place an Early Bird Ad Today!
3 lines free to current RECBC members & 4 or more lines for only $5.00
Non-members pay a low $5.00 fee for 3 lines, 4 or more for only $10.00.
All ads must be a reasonable size OR
Check out our reasonable Commercial Ad sizes and prices!

COMMERCIAL RATES
Business card - $5/mo or $50/yr
1/2 page - $10/mo or $100/yr
Full page - $20/mo or $200/yr

Please mail commercial and early bird
ads by deadline Sunday after the
General Meeting.
RECBC - Newsletter
PO BOX 6232
Santa Rosa, Ca., 95406
or email: dshore@shorebirds.biz for
Commercial Ads and glenti@comcast.net
for Early Bird Ads.

RECBC, the officers, the publication and it’s
staff assume no responsibility for claims of
advertisers in the publication or for the quality of goods and/or services the advertisers provide.
Persons with substantial claims against publication advertisers may submit them to the Editors.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Advertising, Publicity and
Membership
Donna Shore (707) 585-7524
dshore@recbc.net

PRESIDENT
George Lentini (14)
(707) 528-1065
glenti@comcast.net

AFA Delegates
Bev Mager (707) 795-8804

VICE PRESIDENT
Earl McEnaney (15)
(707) 869-1229
stewball4@comcast.net

Club Librarian
Cheryl Cattan

SECRETARY
Chloe Jane Baskin (15)
(707) 823-1675
shelterescue@gmail.com

Hospitality
Carolyn Rawlinson (707) 778-9269
Newsletter Editor
George Lentini (707) 528-1065
glenti@comcast.net

TREASURER
Linda Karnstedt (14)
(707) 566-1366
Linda.karnstedt@medtronic.com

Photography
Chloe Baskin

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE

Raffle
Cheryl Cattan (707) 664-8965

Cheryl Cattan (14)
(707) 664-8965
1goldfishcc@gmail.com

Outreach Program
Earl McEnaney & George Lentini

Donna Shadowens (15)
(415) 254-1711
donnarose09@gmail.com

Website
Jackie Turner
Welcoming Table
Bev Mager

Calendar of Events
March - wild Life Photographer
April - Dr. Debra Scheenstra—First aid for your parrot
May - Birds and Music ?
June - TBD
July - Safari West
August - TBD
September - TBD
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See President’s Message
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Program of the Month

Cockatoos as Companion pets
Donna Shadowens will lead the discussion about the positives and negatives of living with these lively and affectionate birds and will be showing a DVD
There are many species of cockatoos, but the most common species seen in captivity include the Moluccan,
Goffin's, umbrella, sulfur crested (greater and lesser), and
bare eyed cockatoos.
These birds range in size from about 12 inches to about 27
inches. Those on the smaller size include Goffin's cockatoo
and the lesser sulfur crested cockatoo, while the larger
cockatoos included the umbrella, Moluccan and greater
sulfur crested cockatoos.
With proper care, the smaller cockatoos can be expected
to live from about 40 years with the larger species to 80
years or more. Unfortunately, many in captivity die
younger than this. So it is an important aspect to consider
when owning these birds, or any parrot.
Cockatoos are very lively and affectionate birds. They are
quite "cuddly" and bond very closely with their owners.
However, their sociability and need for affection means
they demand a great deal of time from their owners. Deprived of affection, cockatoos will become depressed or
exhibit neurotic behaviors. They are intelligent, playful,
mischievous, and they can be exceptionally loud. They are
somewhat excitable so sometimes don't do that well
around young kids.
Our program will cover the great things and not so great
things about having this species living with you form our
own members perspective.
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Birdkeeping Naturally
EB Cravens
January ‘14
“An Open Interview with EB Cravens”
The following is excerpted from an interview for a publica on ar cle I
consented to do. Please note that I have edited and updated some of tmy
responses.
1. Do you agree disagree with the ar cle statement that “Millions of pet
parrots in this country are living lives of misery and unhappiness?
I would say it is exaggerated. Millions implies 3 or four or five million or
more. One million I would probably agree with including the breeding
pairs.
2. What posi ve outcomes have you witnessed over the years for pet
parrots in their care and welfare as a whole?
Bigger cages legisla on in some foreign countries and in the U.S. for wel‐
fare reasons. Massive changes in feeding with be er foods, extruded di‐
ets, sprouted grains and pulses, green and raw foods. Environmental en‐
richment toys and foraging concepts. Huge changes in veterinary care.
Major use of posi ve reinforcement training and educa onal workshops
to teach owners about the same. Quality adop on agencies to give un‐
wanted birds a new chance at a life with a conscien ous keeper or even
away from humans en rely.....especially for old breeder birds given up as
the commercial pet market shrinks. A dis nct move away from the larger
parrots and cockatoos and macaws by pet bird stores and large breeder
produc on facili es to smaller, more prolific, less expensive psi acines
like conures, parrotlets, cocka els. Specializa on in some reputable
breeding programs with conserva on being the foremost goal‐‐not pet
producing. Escape of former cap ve parrots to form flocks living free all
around the world‐‐and the public outcry that frequently occurs in opposi‐
on to any extermina on proposals for these feral hookbills.
3. Do you think parrots of all kinds should not be owned as pets?
To my mind, this is a foolish concept. Parrots have been kept as pets for
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thousands of years. There are perhaps a billion parrots living as human
pets and cap ve companions throughout the world and untold numbers
would o en be doomed if someone simply declared "No more parrot
pets." ‘Tis imprac cal, unconscionable, unrealis c, and altogether an irra‐
onal idea....
4. Do you think certain species should not be owned as pets?
Certain species such as Hawkheaded Parrots, Large Red and Black Capped
Lories, some White Capped Pionus, Triton Cockatoos, Scarlet Macaws,
Mitred Conures, Cape Parrots, and more can be willful and problema c
pets to be sure, certainly males and sexually mature birds. It takes dedica‐
on and real expert knowhow to maintain such birds in a companion
home situa on. But I am against edicts that say NO, NOT, and NEVER.
There are owners who keep and love such birds in imagina ve and sa sfy‐
ing (for bird and keeper!) ways. It takes educa on and in the end the re‐
sponsibili es lie with the sellers to not place an advanced psi acine spe‐
cies pet into a home ill equipped to provide for it properly...
5. Do you know of parrots being bred successfully as pets? Or a breeder
that you would recommend poten al pet owners to go to?
Of course. I have friends and associates who love and enjoy my birds five,
ten, twenty years a er they acquired them from me. Phoebe Linden, Su‐
sanne Cochrane, Chris Shank, Laney Rickman, Wendy Craig, Suzie Chris‐
an, and others who used to be included in Sally Blanchard's Pet Bird Re‐
port are or were caring and reliable sources. Many are no longer produc‐
ing any parrots for the pet trade. But good hobby breeders exist in nearly
every state in the country. To find one, a prospec ve owner only needs to
do serious research, network with sa sfied pet keepers, follow up on rec‐
ommenda ons and set basic standards like chicks being raised weeks by
their parents and fledglings being allowed to fly around and wean at their
own pace amongst other parrots. Don’t be afraid to ask keen ques ons:
the best hobbyists will answer truthfully and wisely.
6. How does a person develop the desire to save parrots? Do you think
they need shows, exhibits, etc showcasing them in order for people to
be er understand them or do you think that only showcasing models
and videos is enough to save parrots or other species of animals for that
ma er?
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Yes, all of the above and more. Steve Mar n's Natural Encounters work‐
shops and live shows, for example at the Texas State Fair in Dallas in Octo‐
ber, and elsewhere around the world is a good example. Also zoo facility
public feeding aviaries with educa onal messages, the World Parrot Trust
and all that it does including its annual Parrot Lover's Cruise, Loro Parque’s
biannual symposium. Magazine, newspaper, and online ar cles, photos
and reader forums are another. The biggest problem, I feel, is that the real
ac vist animal rights groups would rather confront those people in the
parrot business and community that do less than the best for the birds,
rather than trying to work with them and help the issues by ge ng com‐
promise and reform and change to happen.
7. Do you think people and parrots can benefit from each other?
Yes, just contact those persons who use parrots (cockatoos excel at this)
as therapy birds, outreach birds, hospice birds, prison birds, birds in the
military as mascots, birds in divorce therapy, terminally ill therapy, every‐
day joy and happiness therapy. Parrots have infec ous personali es that
can benefit all types of humans; and these, perhaps the most endangered
family of wingeds on the planet certainly needs our help!

PRESIDENT MESSAGE
Happy belated Valentine’s day
We’re planning to go to Safari West in July. Is there
anything in particular you would like to see or do
different?
As always we need program suggestions.
Elections for the Board are coming up. Anyone interested
on being on the Board, please talk to me.
Now that it’s just Elmo and me, he is getting very spoiled.
He actually follows me up the stairs. He has a bird stand
in my bed room, the dinning room and the family room.
So he can be with me where ever I am. How's that for being spoiled, so we are both spoiled.
George
9

REFRESHMENTS
Refreshments for February 2014.
Those with last name beginning
with G to L should bring a treat to
share.

In Home Bird Sitting Service
(707) 585-7524 or email
Donna Shore at dshore@recbc.net
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Tupperware Fundraiser for our Club has
been extended to February.
Tupperware is proud to partner with local
organizations to help fund vital programs in
your community. WITH NO INVESTMENT
and minimal effort, organizations receive
40% of the proceeds from a Tupperware
Fundraiser.
Order Forms will be available at the
February Meeting.
There are selected items in the Fundraising
catalogue that can be purchased for the
club to receive the 40%.
To see the entire Tupperware line go to
My2.tupperware.com/bamrickware
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THE FEATHER FARM, INC

RECBC Members Receive
10 % off on Bird Food, Cages and Supplies
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General Meeting Place

Animal Care Center
6470 Redwood Drive
Rohnert Park, Ca.
Behind Red Lobster and Olive Garden
Take RP Expressway Exit from 101
4th Thursday of the month
Meetings begin promptly @ 7:00 P.M.

Support our additional Sponsors!
Please show your membership card prior to purchase.
AVES OCCIDENTALS – Earl McEnaney (707) 869-1229.
Call for availability/prices. 25% discount on hand-fed baby
birds to all RECBC members.
The Bird Exchange & Honkey Donkey Farm.
5355 Hall Road, Santa Rosa, Ca. 95401
Phone: (707) 575-0433
10% discount on cages and supplies only to RECBC members.
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RAFFLE
This Month

Since we didn’t have a raffle
last month - please bring your
items this month. If you have
nice bird toys consider bringing
them.
TREASURER REPORT by
Linda Karnstedt

INCOME

January

Membership
donations/cust apprec

$
$

27.00
9.00

Income Total:

$

36.00

$
$
$

124.79
93.75
218.54

EXPENSES
Newsletter Printing
Newsletter Postage
Expense Total:

Beginning Bank Balance:
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$3,353.45

MINUTES OF THE BOARD
JANUARY 16, 2014
PRESENT: Chloe Baskin, Cheryl Cattan, Linda Karnstedt, George Lentini, Earl McEnaneny, Donna Shadowens
The meeting was opened at 6:30 p.m. The December Minutes were
read and approved.
There was a discussion of speakers for the upcoming months. It was
suggested that we have someone speak to us in February about
“lovebirds,” since it will be Valentine's Day.
Linda will be bringing a 50-minute video to show us at the January
meeting “Freedom of Flight”. She will then speak to us about exercising
our birds.
Donna is moving forward with the calendar for fund raising. It will feature photos of our own birds, and the cost should be about $10. Chloe
has volunteered to take photos of members' birds during our next Pride
Night, and Donna will let us know how to submit them for publishing in
the Calendar. If you have good photos of your birds already, bring them
to the next meeting and the Board will select photos that will be suitable
for the calendar.
We will be asking members at the next meeting to let us know if we
should plan another outing to Safari West this summer, as advance notice is necessary.
This brought the Board to the topic of the need for volunteers to help
out with outings, planning, and the necessity of a member's committee
to help with the Bird Expo. The Board is working hard to keep our club
going, but it is YOUR club, and we need more participation if we are
going to be able to continue! Members need to step up and help out.
There will be a raise in dues of $3 beginning April 1, 2014 in order to
continue to publish the Newsletter and maintain the ongoing continuity
of RECBC. (If you speak at one of our monthly meetings, your annual
dues is automatically waved.)
The meeting concluded at 7:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by Chloe Baskin
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ATTENTION MEMBERS
Discounts for Members...on food, treats and toys…
At the February Meeting, the club will have Nuts, Harrison's Zupreem, Roudybush food, Piñata's for sale at a discount prices for members. All nuts are organic and in the
shell...You are welcome to email Donna Shadowens at
donnarose09@gmail.com for more information.
In order to get a really good price on all these products for
our birds, if we purchase in bulk the price goes way
down...let me know what brand and amount you want and
I will get our members the best rate.
Almonds. .
Brazil Nuts.
Hazelnuts.
Walnuts. ..

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.$5.00 per lb
.$7.00 per lb
.$5.00 per lb
.$6.00 per lb

Zupreem, specify the type and size, either 1 lb or 5lbs
Harrison's Course, Fine or High Potency; 1 lb, 5 lbs or 25 lbs
Roudybush, specify the type; rice, nibbles or special type

Piñata's. .

.

.

.

.

$8.00 each

Name: _________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________
Type of Nuts:__________________

Quantity________

Type of Nuts:__________________

Quantity________

Type of Nuts:__________________

Quantity________

Type of Nuts:__________________

Quantity________

Piñata's: How many? ___________
Harrison's: Course, Fine or High Potency; 1 lb, 5 lbs or 25 lbs
Roudybush: Rice, Nibbles or special type.
Zupreem: Type _________Size_________ 1 lb or 5 lbs
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NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE
This information will be
published in the directory
unless otherwise noted.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common interest in keeping cage birds
in captivity. To educate members and the general public in the best care, keeping
maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird conservation.
Household

Individual

Sr. Household (60+)

Sr. Individual (60+)

Jr. - Under 17

$32.00

$27.00

$27.00

$22.00

$22.00

Membership dues are paid annually. If you have any questions about your dues,
contact Donna Shore (707) 585-7524.

Circle type of membership:

New

Renewal

Name:
Address:
City: _________________ State: _______

Zip Code: ________

Phone Numbers:
Email Address:
Payable to: Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club

Pet/Breeder

Pet/Breeder

P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B

Amazons
African Parrots
Budgies
Canaries
Cockatiels
Cockatoos
Conures
Doves
Eclectus
Finches
Game birds

B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B

Grasskeets
Lories/Lorikeets
Lovebirds
Macaws
Parrotlets
Pionus
Ringnecks
Rosellas
Australian Parakeets
Other

Mail to: Membership, RECBC, PO Box 6232, Santa Rosa, CA 95406
We often need help with various functions for the club (i.e. bird mart/expo/fair, toymaking party, silent auction, outreach program, picnic, etc.) Would you be interested
and willing to get involved and participate on occasion? Do you have any specialized
talents that you might like to volunteer? Please let us know!
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Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Since 1991

REMINDER
Check your mailing
address label for
renewal date.
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