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Registrars, data managers and professionals who work in international credential
evaluation and transfer credit are familiar with the challenges of maintaining institution
tables for institutions around the world. With no standard institution code, storing prior
degree or course level data in a student information system is impossible unless you
independently create your own code schema. This creates inconsistent or mismatched
country specific code sets and historical data, accidental code duplication, and makes the
digital transfer between systems or institutions nearly impossible.

Learn how USC piloted the new PESC GEO CODE to improve both internal process and
student service, and learn how you can use this free service built on open architecture.
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1) WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS

2) UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA:
CASE STUDY & HISTORY

3) CURRENT STATE OF CODE INDEXING

4) PLAN & VISION OF PESC GEO CODE

5) PROOF OF CONCEPT

6) HOW TO PARTICIPATE

7) Q& A
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The Planets aligning to create a greater good...
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TO ESTABLISH A FREE, OPEN AND STANDARDIZED ONLINE DIRECTORY
OF EDUCATION ORGANIZATION CODES AND IDENTIFIERS FOR USE

BY EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS AND STAKEHOLDERS WORLDWIDE

PESC VISION



> INITIATIVE LAUNCED AT SPRING 2016 DATA SUMMIT IN DC

» HOSTED AND MANAGED UNDER PESC

> OFFER SERVICE TO THE EDUCATION COMMUNITY FREE OF CHARGE

» CROSSWALK/MAP BETWEEN GLOBAL CODES & NATIVE INSTITUTION CODES

> PARTNER WITH GRONINGEN DECLARATION NETWORK & AACRAO

THE PLAN




GLOBAL EDUCATION ORGANIZATION CODE METHODOLOGY
» TWO (2) DIGIT ISO COUNTRY CODE

-+
> FIVE (5) DIGIT ALPHANUMERIC CODE

PROOF OF CONCEPT



COUNTRIES INDEXED AND LISTED

»> AUSTRALIA > NEW ZEALAND

> BRAZIL > POLAND

» CANADA »> PEOPLES’ REPUBLIC OF CHINA,
» CHINA PROVINCE OF TAIWAN

> FRANCE »> UK

> INDIA > USA

PROOF OF CONCEPT



GUIDING PRINCIPLES

PROVIDE A UNIQUE INDEX VALUE

GEO CODE: (2) DIGIT ISO COUNTRY CODE + (5) DIGIT ALPHANUMERIC CODE
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS: NAME AND LOCATION

STATUS OF ACTIVE OR INACTIVE

PROCESS FOR ADDITIONS AND EDITS

NO IMPLIED VALIDITY, ACCREDITATION OR OFFICAL STATUS

PROOF OF CONCEPT
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES

NO REUSE OF GEO CODES

INCLUDE DIPLOMA MILLS*

9. DATA SOURCES & WIKIPEDIA

10. WEB SERVICE/SEARCH ENHANCEMENTS PLANNED

11. GEO CODE TO BE ADDED TO PESC APPROVED STANDARDS
12. 5-YEAR ROLLING REVIEW/MAINTENANCE PLANNED

PROOF OF CONCEPT
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IMPROVED DATA QUALITY AND INTEGRITY
DECREASED RISK OF FRAUD AND ABUSE

FASTER PROCESSING/DELIVERY OF STUDENT DATA
FREE SERVICE BASED ON OPEN ARCHITECTURE

CAN BE RECOGNIZED UNIVERSALLY (by institutions, vendors, etc.)
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INSTITUTIONS & ORGANIZATIONS ALREADY COMMITTED

BENEFITS



UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA - A Case
Study — the GEO code and its integration with EDI and
USC

Out of the 1300 codes provided by USC to IERF, currently more than 700 have been re-
indexed to use the GEO codes.

More than 2700 EDI transactions will be machine processed this year, with the majority
coming from schools with the GEO code index.

IERF has utilized the countries which have been indexed to convert their internal indices
for inclusion in their EDI transmissions

The pilot has also revealed the need for agencies and institutions to report omissions and
corrections to the GEO code index

The Pilot demonstrates a working solution for EDX trading partners to exchange data based
on mutually agreed upon index values that are the GEO code.



UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA - A Case
Study — the GEO code and its integration with EDI and
USC

* Feedback from Susan Bedil, IERF’s Executive Director:

“Being a part of this project has great significance for us. When dealing with institutions of study
on a global level, there are added layers of complexity, from similarities in names that potentially
confuse one school for another to variations found in translations or even spellings due to
transliteration. Developing standardized GEO codes will help minimize exactly this and facilitate
accuracy and speed in the work we all do.”



> WIDE VETTING OF INDEX METHODOLOGY

» BALANCED, WISE APPROACH IN GUIDING PRINCIPLES
> EASY ADDITION AND CORRECTION PROCESS

» CONTINUED PUBLICATION OF ADDITIONAL COUNTRIES

> USC STATISTICS: ANNUAL TRANSMISSION DATA

PILOT



» USE THE LIST
» CONTRIBUTE A LIST AND/OR SUBMIT IMPROVEMENTS
> PARTICIPATE IN QUARTERLY COMMUNITY CALLS

»> ENDORSE OR PARTNER WITH PESC

PARTICIPATION



ADDITIONS AND
CORRECTIONS



» PESC WORKGROUP NOW OPEN TO PUBLIC

»> PARTNERSHIP WITH AACRAO & GRONINGEN DECLARATION NETWORK
» QUARTERLY CONFERENCE CALL MEETING @ FALL 2017 DATA SUMMIT
» PESC MEMBER STEERING COMMITTEE

» PESC WEBSITE WWW.PESC.ORG/GEO-CODE

GOVERNANCE
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