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May Birthdays:

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

G

ardeners, instead of a column this
month, I thought I would share my top
10 reasons to be glad it is finally spring.

5/4 — Kim Brandes
5/18 — Cynthia Stepanek

5/25 — Dee Obrochta
May Program

10. Spring cleaning, I love it!

6. Snow is gone?

Native Plants — Eileen Davis, with the
Lake County Forest Preserve District,
will present “Landscaping with Native
Plants.” Native plant selection and identification, habitat requirements and
maintenance will be covered. For info,
contact Eileen Davis at edavis@lcfpd.org.

5. Crickets are back!

Hospitality & Raffle

4. Cinco de Mayo!

Betty Collins, hostess; Laura Paukner,
Annette Lubkeman, Carrie Hagy

9. Robins are back!
8. No more winter coats or gloves!
7. Open windows!

3. Daffodils, crocus, hyacinth, tulips and so many
more!
2. Flip flops, sandals, open-toe shoes and a great
pedicure!
1. Antioch Garden Cub is in full swing again! Our
gardens are clean and ready to go … Summer will be
here soon!
- Barb
CALENDAR
May 7 — General Meeting 7 p.m., Methodist
Church, doors open 6:30 p.m.
May 12 — Spring Planting, 9 a.m., Mini-Park
May 19 — Plant Sale, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Williams
Park Pavilion (see page 2)
May 21 — Board meeting, 6:30 p.m., Library
June 4— General Meeting, 7 p.m., Annual Potluck, Methodist Church, doors open 6:30 p.m.

Special Notes:
- The Garden Conservancy Open Days
Book is available at the Antioch Library,
for reference (not check-out). For more
information online, go to: https://
www.gardenconservancy.org/open-days
- Read about new member Kim Brandes
in the June “Garden Dirt.” WELCOME!

Antioch Garden Club is a member of Garden Club of Illinois, Inc.;
Central Region Garden Club, District IX and National Garden Clubs,
Inc.
Officers: President-Barb Gollwitzer , Vice President-Cheryl Hoke,
Secretary-Nancy Zitkus, Treasurer-Norma Lucansky
The Garden Dirt is published electronically nine times a year.
The Garden Dirt is emailed to members and posted online at: antiochgardenclub.org.
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Yikes, our Plant Sale on Sat, May 19th is right around the corner now. The snow shovels
have been replaced with garden shovels and tools. Finally, let’s get into the fresh spring
air and do some diggin’! Volunteers are needed for digging plants from outside sources.
Contact us if you can help.
I’ll bring pots and craftstix to May’s meeting for you to fill, but please keep collecting
them yourselves for future sales. Bring your potted houseplants, herbs, veggies and perennials in containers wiped-clean. Identify the plant on the craftstix, using an ultra-fine
marker. Please include:


Name of plant, common and/or horticulture



Sun requirements (full sun, part shade, shade)



Color and height of plant



Please write on only one side of the craftstix. We’ll put the price on the opposite side.

Baked goods can be packaged in smaller lots, possibly in plastic deli boxes. Also donate
your gently-used garden-related books, magazines, planters, and garden décor.

Deliver your plants/items to the north side of the Williams Park pavilion, where
we can park our cars. The south entrance will be for the public to line up. We
don’t want to parade our plants past and then pick through them for our personal
purchases while the public watches. This is one reason it’s best to get the deliveries done from 8 to 9:30 a.m., no later. Much work needs to be accomplished before
the 10 a.m. stampede. We’ll need “all hands on deck”!


We’ll cover the picnic tables with tablecloths first



ID signs will be attached to the tables (sun, hostas, etc.)



Plants will be priced and delivered to the proper tables



Plant descriptions will be placed into pots



A brief meeting will take place at 9:50 a.m.

Volunteers, bring your red wagons/carts to assist buyers with multi-pot purchases. (Sort
of like a purse, the more room you have the more you’ll stuff into it …) Wagon/carts are
needed to transport plants from arrival to the proper tables and to buyers’ cars.
These plants come from our local soil and growing conditions, so they will more easily
adjust and flourish in their new homes. Save some of YOUR plant dollars for our sale! Our
local beekeeper will share 10 percent of his profits, so please stock up on your honey. Tell
your friends and neighbors! Come and enjoy the camaraderie, knowledge, and enthusiasm
of your fellow gardeners. See you there!
Cindy Cartner, 847-395-8902; Kendall Victorine, 262-857-2097
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Antioch Garden Club
General Meeting Minutes April 2, 2018
WELCOME: Barb Gollwitzer, President

CALL TO ORDER: 7 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND GARDEN CLUB PLEDGE lead by President Barb Gollwitzer
Cheryl Hoke, Program Chairman (Vice President) introduced our speaker for the evening:
Terrific Tomatoes. Mark Lyons, an experienced garden consultant, showed us how to successfully
grow this juicy, mouth-watering garden fruit in our own backyard or container garden. He can be
reached at www.GreenThumbatyourService.com

Meeting was paused for our refreshments, and then brought back to order.
TREASURER’S REPORT: The treasurer’s report was published in the Garden Dirt. Hearing no correction, the report was filed for audit. Beginning Balance - $6,179.78, Receipts - $357.00, Disbursements $326.72, leaving a Balance on Hand as of March 14, 2018 - $6,506.50.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: The secretary’s report was published in the Garden Dirt. Hearing no corrections, the report was filed.
CORRESPONDENCE:
• A letter of resignation from Julie Tsuchida. She has a new job and will not be able to do her chairmanship and help with the gardens.
• A letter of resignation from Mary Lou Balazs. She finds that the evening meetings and expected
participation in activities are not something she can do at this time.
• A letter of resignation from Gene and Cynthia Parker. She finds that, at this time, she feels she is
not doing justice to any of the commitments of the Horticulture/Conservation committee.
• A letter from the Antioch Woman’s Club inviting us to participate in their upcoming Antioch
Woman’s Club Community-Wide Garage Sale to be held on May 5, Williams Park.
Nancy Zitkus moved that we accept these resignations with regret. The motion was seconded and carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
PROGRAMS: Cheryl thanked our program person. The program for the May meeting will be Landscaping with Native Plants, given by Eileen Davis, Lake County Forest Preserve District. The June
meeting will be our potluck and installation of the Vice President and Treasurer. July 14 will be our Invitational Garden Walk of our members gardens. See Cheryl for more information.
MEMBERSHIP: Lana Svitak announced 22 members and 2 guests in attendance. Guests: Marine Yasz
and Kim Brandes. Kim filled out the papers to become a new member. Welcome, Kim!
There were 3 questions for the members in the Question Box.
PUBLICITY: President Barb reported for Cynthia Stepanek that the club would be having a booth at
the Earth Day Eco Fair, Saturday April 28 and would be having a spot at the Antioch Woman’s Club
Community-Wide Garage Sale on May 5. Cynthia will be spearheading the Garage Sale project.
-Cont. on page 6
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Treasurer’s Report
Antioch Garden Club

Reconciliation Summary
HEARTLAND BANK & TRUST COMPANY, Period Ending 04/13/2018
Apr 13, 18
Beginning Balance

6,506.50

Cleared Transactions
Checks and Payments - 6 items
Deposits and Credits - 4 items
Total Cleared Transactions

-391.84
1,355.00
963.16

Cleared Balance

7,469.66

Uncleared Transactions
Checks and Payments - 3 items
Total Uncleared Transactions

-114.20
-114.20

Register Balance as of 04/13/2018

7,355.46

New Transactions
Deposits and Credits - 1 item
Total New Transactions

2,000.00
2,000.00

Ending Balance

9,355.46

Respectively Submitted: Norma Lucansky, Treasurer

Trail Marker Dedication
Our Club has received an invitation to the dedication of
the permanent installation of local artist, Dennis
Downes’ Bronze Trail Marker Tree. It will take place on
Saturday, April 28th at 11 a.m. A special blessing will be
performed by Andrew Johnson, Cherokee, President of
the Native American Chamber of Commerce of Ill. Hilda
“Little Fawn” Williams, Ottawa Elder, also will speak at
the Installation Ceremony. The ceremony will be filmed
by director Gary Donatelli and added to the his Trail
Marker documentary.
The Horticulture team was asked to create a permanent
landscape plan to compliment the sculpture. Due to its
location, it was determined that low-growing evergreen
and grasses would withstand the traffic and year-round
weather conditions. In the future, the club should be able
to fill in areas with seasonal bulbs and perennials for
blasts of color.
Please try to attend this event. It’s an honor for our club to be invited and involved.
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Horticulture Committee REPORT
We had a very successful Spring Cleanup! Sixteen members attended at some point during the
morning, and most gathered for brunch afterwards.
The summer garden maintenance schedule will again be passed around at the next meeting. We
are asking members to sign up for two-week blocks this year — either consecutive or scattered
weeks.
Our next big event is the Trail Marker dedication in the Mini-Park — see the article on page 4.
Then after that date, our next event (with all member participation), will be spring planting, May
12 — see page 2. Meet at the Mini Park by JJ Blinkers at 9 a.m., and bring tools and a smile!
- Interim Chairwoman Karen Coulter
Horticulture Committee Receives Recognition
Congratulations to our very own Horticulture Committee for once again receiving recognition from
Garden Clubs of Ill., District IX! The club was awarded the Gold Seal, and the certificate was presented to the committee at the April regular meeting. Points are given in many different categories
and totaled up to determine Gold Seal status. Some of the categories include installation and
maintenance of public gardens and various educational and public horticulture activities. THANK
you to this great committee — your work is the public face of our garden club!
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Minutes continued from page 3

NEWSLETTER: The deadline for the Garden Dirt is April 18.
WEBSITE: Chong Li reminded us to look at the pictures and articles on the website.
YEARBOOK: Chong needs content for our 2018-2019 yearbook.
CONSERVATION/HORTICULTURE: President Barb announced the Spring Cleanup on Saturday,
April 21 at 9 a.m. The village workers will be installing a sprinkling system in the Mini-Park and
the Village Hall. Do not know about the Berm or the Clock Tower gardens. May 12 will be the day
for planting the gardens.
SCHOLARSHIP: Judy Miscichowski reported we have an applicant for our scholarship, Kyla
Knauf. She will go over the paperwork and bring to the board meeting for acceptance, and if so,
Kyla will be awarded the scholarship at our June meeting.
SPECIAL PROJECTS: President Barb announced the dedication of the Trail Marker, in the MiniPark, will be on April 28 at 11 a.m. Our members were asked their recommendations for planting of
native plants and other plants that will be easy maintenance. Village of Antioch workers will help
with the planting.
BUTTERFLY INITIATIVE: Joyce Kufalk and Joanne Dugenske will spearhead this
project. The Northbrook Club contacted our club (Barb) to become active with promoting favorable conditions for the endangered Monarch in Northern Illinois.
They contacted our mayor to sign a “Monarch Pledge.” They met with Jim Keim,
Village Administrator, and his enthusiasm led to contacting other groups in Antioch: Lions Club, Rotary, Northbridge Church, Antioch Township and several others. The Lions Club responded with a donation of $2,000 toward the project. They assured them that
we will help them on a consulting basis and be conveyors of knowledge. They encouraged
them to make plans to do a butterfly project, way station, by planting Milkweed and nectar
plants. The prime focus of this is to “Save the Monarch.”
HISTORIAN: Joyce Kufalk is looking for pictures, etc. for the Scrapbook at the library.
PHILANTHROPY: No report.
WAYS AND MEANS: Cindy Cartner announced the Plant Sale, May 19 at the Williams Park, 10
a.m. – 1 p.m. President Barb announced the Heartland Bank donated $1,000 to be our sponsor.
TRAVEL: Cheryl announced there will be a trip to Ragdale Estates, Lake Forest, on Tuesday, June
19. Cost is $10 a person. Would carpool from the Methodist Church.
AUDITING: Barb asked for a volunteer for Auditing Committee to work with Dee Obrochta.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Cheryl reported the nominating committee has volunteers for
offices of Vice President and Treasurer. She will report to the board. Installation is in June.
BY LAWS: Nancy Zitkus said her committee will be going over the bylaws.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: President Barb presented certificates that
were received at the District IX Lunch. (Also see page 5.)
Yearbook – Chong Li (right)
Horticulture/Conservation Committee
RAFFLE: Carolyn Yoakem conducted the raffle.
No further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Nancy Zitkus, Secretary
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~ANTIOCH GARDEN CLUB ANNUAL MEMBER DUES~
(Deadline extended to May 7 meeting)

Individuals $30; Couples $50
Membership dues apply June to following June and are due by April 1
Make checks payable to: Antioch Garden Club
Membership includes: Garden Clubs of Illinois Central Region District IX
and National Garden Clubs, Inc.
Please fill out the following information return to Treasurer Norma Lucansky at a
meeting or mail to:
Norma Lucansky
41966 N. US Hwy 45
Antioch, IL 60002-7244
------------------------------------------detach--------------------------------------------NAME: ________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________
CITY:____________________________STATE:________________________________
ZIP CODE + 4 DIGITS: __________________ + ______________________________
HOME PHONE:_________________________________________________________
CELL PHONE:__________________________________________________________
EMAIL:________________________________________________________________
BIRTHDAY: ____________________________________________________________
(leave blank) Paid_________________________
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Date_____________________________

THE GARDEN DIRT
ANTIOCH GARDEN CLUB
Jayna Legg, Editor
577 Plum Tree Lane
Antioch, Il 60002
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