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How to reach us…. 

 

Church Office 

507-235-5382 

Hours: Tuesday—Friday 

9:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m. 

 

E-mail 

uccsecretary319@gmail.com 

 

Web Site Address 

www.fairmontucc.org 

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

Fairmont, Minnesota 

First Congregational UCC 

319 Downtown Plaza 

Fairmont, MN  56031 

WHEELCHAIR  

ACCESSIBLE 

       Rev. Cory Germain 

      Office Hours: 

  Tuesday  9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

  Wednesday 12:30 p.m. through                  

  evening meetings & activities 

  Thursday 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

  Friday   9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

  Rev. Cory’s phone: 507-399-8282 

Worship Hours 

Worship 10:00 

Sunday school 10:00 

Communion the first Sunday of 
every month.   



MARCH 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

4:00 Confirmation 
5:30 Lenten Svc 
6:15 Worship Bd 
7:00 Choir  

2 

9:30-11:30 K 
reserved 
11:30 MRCI 
(HH/FS) 
1:00 TOPS (CH) 

3 

10:00-2:00 K 

reserved 

4 

5  Communion 

10:00 Worship/ 
Sunday School 
 

6 7 

10:00  
Lakeview  
Communion 

 
5:30 Diaconate 
Bd 

8 

4:00 Confirmation 
5:30 Lenten Svc 
6:15 Mission Bd 
6:15 CE Bd 
7:00 Choir  

9 

11:30 MRCI 
(HH/FS) 
1:00 TOPS (CH) 

5:15 Hospitality               

Board 

10 

9:00 Council  
Agenda Items 
Due 

11 

12  Daylight      

Savings Time 

Begins 

10:00 Worship/ 
Sunday School 

13 14 

7:00 Facilities Bd 

15 

4:00  NO Confirm. 
5:30 Lenten Svc 
6:00 Church Council 
7:00 Choir  

16 

11:30 MRCI 
(HH/FS) 
1:00 TOPS (CH) 

17  St. Patrick’s 

Day 

9:00 April 
newsletter items 
due 

18 

19 

10:00 Worship/ 
Sunday School 

20 21 

10:00  
Goldfinch 
Communion 
 
4:00-8:00 HH/K 
reserved 

22 

4:00 NO Confirm. 
5:30 Lenten Svc 
7:00 Choir  

23 

11:30 MRCI 
(HH/FS) 
1:00 TOPS (CH) 

24 25 

26 

10:00 Worship/ 
Sunday School 
 
Blessing Box 
Collection 

27 28 29 

4:00 Confirmation 
5:30 Lenten Svc 
5:30 Free  
Community Meal 
7:00 Choir  

30 

9:30 Bible 
Study 
11:30 MRCI 
(HH/FS) 
1:00 TOPS (CH) 
 

31  



 



FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC 

FAIRMONT, MN 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES FOR 2-15-2023 

 

Members Present: Abigail Anderson, Catherine Johnson, Kay Campe, Sue Kruse, Cathy Celander, Larry 
Lasch, Amanda Forstrom, Amber Brummond, Robbin Celander, Cindy Huset, Joanne Eisenbarger and Christina 
Hainy. Ex-officio members present: Pastor Cory, Dara Bliesmer, Ass’t Treasurer. Guest: Sophia Brummond. 

The Council met in Heritage Hall at 5:45 PM. The meeting was called to order by Moderator Abigail Anderson. 
Pastor Cory led in prayer. Motion to approve the minutes from the January 18th meeting was M/S/C (Larry 
Lasch/Catherine Johnson). 

Treasurer’s Report: Catherine Johnson reported that 16% of pledged giving has been received. Please, use the 
reimbursement forms located outside the church office or on the kitchen’s bulletin board to be reimbursed for 
church items. Put your name/brief description of items on the form and attach the receipt. Return to church    
office or Treasurer’s mailbox. The items for church are exempt from sales tax. Forms to give to suppliers are in 
the Treasurer’s folder in the church office.  

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Cory reported his ministry highlights for January 18-February 14. A highlight was 
singing the National Anthem at the Xcel Energy Center in February. In March, he has an Air Force Wing    
Chaplain Course that will require pulpit supply for the church. 

BOARD REPORTS: 

 Christian Education: Amber Brummond discussed summer trip opportunities for the youth. 

Hospitality:  Cathy Celander reported that Hospitality was having a work night that night. 

 Facilities: Larry Lasch reported that Facilities rescheduled their meeting to Tuesday, February 21 so 
there were no minutes. 

 Diaconate: Sue Kruse stated that they have been delivering flowers and a reminder that services begin at 
10 AM starting on Sunday, February 26. 

Mission: Amanda Forstrom reported that there are twelve people signed up for the Kids Against Hunger 
food pack. 

 Worship:  Cindy Huset reminded us to sign up for altar flowers. There is a signup calendar for the year 
on the main bulletin board.  

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

· Carpet cleaning update: discussed and tabled. 

· Church service survey results: A vote was taken at the Annual Meeting to change Worship    

starting time to 10 AM year-round. (9 votes for 9:30 AM, 19 for 10 AM, & 2 for 10:30 AM)  

NEW BUSINESS:  

· OCWM vote on amount pledged/how often: After discussion, we decided to have a                 

representative from the MN Conference visit to speak about what the Conference does. 

The next meeting will be Wednesday, March 15 at 6 PM following the Lenten Service. 

 

Pastor Cory closed the meeting with a prayer, and Moderator Abigail Anderson adjourned the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Christina Hainy, Clerk 





Date Memory/Honor of Designation From 

MEMORIALS 

 

 

8-Jan 

15-Jan 

22-Jan 

22-Jan 

22-Jan 

5-Feb 

5-Feb 

5-Feb 

5-Feb 

5-Feb 

5-Feb 

5-Feb 

5-Feb 

5-Feb 

5-Feb 

12-Feb 

12-Feb 

12-Feb 

12-Feb 

12-Feb 

12-Feb 

Memory of Maurice & Shirley Iliff 

Memory of Tranna Urban 

Memory of Orel Barker 

Memory of Orel Barker 

Memory of EvaLyn Carlson 

Memory of Ken Rachuy 

Memory of EvaLyn Carlson 

Memory of Orel Barker 

Memory of Bev Norman 

Memory of EvaLyn Carlson 

Memory of Ken Rachuy 

Memory of EvaLyn Carlson 

Memory of Peggy Heinrich 

Memory of Gin Mevissen 

Memory of Ken Rachuy 

Memory of Nelly Masica 

Memory of Ken Rachuy 

Memory of Ken Rachuy 

Joyce Jorgenson Birthday 

Bob & Jan Cone Anniversary 

Memory of Ken Rachuy 

Starfish 

Capital 

Starfish 

 

 

Starfish 

 

 

 

 

Capital 

General 

Starfish 

Starfish 

Starfish 

Starfish 

 

 

Music 

Starfish 

 

Larry & Carolyn Thompson 

Stephen Urban 

Jane Kotewa 

Laurence Vogel 

Kim & Jan Shaffer Family Fund 

Jon & Cindy Anderson 

John & Sherry Larson 

Lyle & Charlene Norris 

Lyle & Charlene Norris 

Lyle & Charlene Norris 

Larry & Carolyn Thompson 

Les Heinrich 

Les Heinrich 

Les Heinrich 

Les Heinrich 

Jon & Cindy Anderson 

Janine Draper 

Dolores Gronewald 

Virginia Riedesel 

Virginia Riedesel 

Pat & Randy Rowan 

Altar Flower Signup:  If there is a Sunday that has a special meaning to you and you 
would like to provide the flowers, please sign up on the calendar by the coat closet. 
Write your name and who the flowers are in memory/honor of. Please know that we 
appreciate you sharing your special memories/days with us! Contact Janine Draper 
with questions at (507) 236-3499.  



 



Mission Moment 

March Blessing Box is the MN Food Drive 

This is a statewide food drive that partners with nearly 300 food shelves including our local 
Heaven’s Table.  It is the largest grassroots food and fund drive in MN that in 42 years has 
distributed over $18.5 million via the Food Fund.  There will be boxes at church to bring in 
your food donations, but consider giving financially if you are able as it can go further due to 
access to food banks and discount purchasing programs.  This also allows local food shelves 
to purchase items most needed in their individual communities.  If you give financially to the 
food drive blessing box, just indicate on your check or on an envelope (in church pews or 
back of church) that it’s for the blessing box food drive.    

CE News: 

 

 

The CE Board will once again be helping with the cost of Bible 
Camp. Each kid will get up to $100 towards a Bible camp of 
their choice. Once your child is signed up for camp, submit a 
reimbursement form. The forms can be found by the CE office 
up in the Sunday School area. You can contact Abby Shoen 
(507-230-3234) if you have any questions pertaining to camp. 

Many of the kids are already signed up to go to Ingham Lake 
Bible Camp (younger kids are at Ingham Lake, just east of   
Estherville, while the older kids will be at the Okoboji campus). 

Other local camps are: 

Lakeshore, Okoboji, IA 

Twin Lakes Bible Camp, Manson, 
IA 

Camp Omega, Waterville, MN 

Shetek Lutheran Ministries, Slay-
ton, MN 

Lake Beauty, Long Prairie, MN 

Green Lake Bible Camp, Spicer, 
MN 





Thank you to Kathy Jorgensen, Sue Kruse and Margo 

Weaver for helping to prepare the February        

newsletter for mailing! I appreciate your help so much!                                       

 -Christina 

The newsletter is available (in color) 

on the church website. 

http://www.fairmontucc.org 

Found in the front entry: silver earring. Please 
claim it in the office if it belongs to you. 

Our greatest sympathies to Joy Rachuy and family on the 
passing of her husband, Ken. 

Ushers, Readers, Greeters Signup: Please sign up for a Sunday or Sundays in 
2023! The sign up sheet is on the table in the Narthex. 

Daylight Saving Time begins 

on Sunday, March 12. 

On March 10, from 5:00-7:30 PM, the Fairmont 

Knights of Columbus are having a Fish Dinner Boil 

at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 920 East 10th 

Street.  A $15 donation is suggested for an all-you-

can-eat dinner of codfish, baby potatoes, pearl on-

ions, coleslaw, French bread, dessert, juice and cof-

fee. Donations will be given to Orphan Grain Train, 

Veterans Services & local organizations.  



Creamy Garlic Dream Chicken w/ Asparagus 

Ingredients 

6-8 chicken thighs 

1/2 teaspoon white pepper 

1 teaspoon black pepper 

1/2 teaspoon garlic powder 

1/2 teaspoon onion powder 

2 tablespoons olive oil 

For the SAUCE 

12 ounces of heavy cream 

2 tablespoons all-purpose flour 

1/4 cup butter melted 

1 teaspoon olive oil 

5 cloves of garlic minced 

1 tablespoon of dried chives 

1/2 tablespoon fresh parsley 

1/2 cup of freshly grated parmesan cheese 

1 teaspoon black pepper 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

1 pound of fresh asparagus cut the ends off and cut them into 3 inch strips 

Instructions 

In a large non-stick skillet , heat the oil on medium. 

Take your chicken thighs and season them with all the ingredients that are not 'sauce' ingredients. 

Place them one by one into the hot skillet and cook for about 15 minutes, or until browned on both 

sides, flipping as needed, remove the chicken from the skillet and set aside while you make the sauce. 

In a large mixing bowl, combine all sauce ingredients EXCEPT GARLIC & 1 teaspoon olive oil & mix un-

til well combined. 

In the same skillet you used for the chicken, add in the 1 teaspoon olive oil and the minced garlic and 

cook about 1-2 minutes on medium, then pour the sauce mixture in with the garlic & bring to a boil 

for about 3 minutes or so, mixing constantly. 

Reduce heat and add in the asparagus and the chicken, simmer until asparagus is tender, about 5-7 

min on LOW covered. 

ENJOY! 

 

From: myincrediblerecipes.com 

March’s recipe is Hailie Stenzel’s favorite: 



Mar 1 Greg Grotte  
Mar 2 Barb Bock  
  Dave Wallien  
  Sophia Brummond   
Mar 3 Jennifer Grefe  
  Bill Thompson  
Mar 6 Ann Hartmann   
Mar 7 Becky Phillips   
Mar 8 Erin True    
 Mar 10 Tabb Meyer  
  Koda Massey  
  Kira Massey  
 
 
 
 

Mar 12 Jayden Huset 
 Mar 14 Jim Grotte    
  Tatum Garlick 
Mar 15 Darwin Kuhlers  
Mar 20 Brad Cone  
Mar 24 Michael Meschke   
  Deb Thate  
  Clint Forstrom  
Mar 25 Presley Wegner 
Mar 27 Rorik Cain  
Mar 28 Verna Lunz   
                      Blakely Weber  
Mar 29 Jennifer Weaver Neist 
 Mar 30 Amy Derrera  
    

Anniversaries 

Mar 3 Robert & Alexis Thate 5 years 
Mar 17 Vince & Angela Vaughn 9 years  
Mar 29 Jim & Judie Orr   38 years 

Birthdays 


