First Lutheran Church, Findlay OH
September 13, 2020

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Announcements/ Prelude Dove of Peace

CHERWIEN

Confession and Forgiveness
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The assembly may be seated.
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Gathering Song [cantor]

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise!
Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light;
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all laud we would render; oh, help us to see
'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee!
Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. [Sign - “And also with you”]
Kyrie [cantor]
Kyrie, Kyrie, Kyrie eleison, leison.
Glory to God [cantor]
Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to God in the highest!
Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory to God in the highest!
Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. The summer of our discontent continues, O Lord. We ask for your
protection for ourselves and all your beloved children. We also ask that our
faith be renewed, our joy restored, and our hearts filled with love for you and
for all people. Amen.
WORD
We hear together God’s Word for us today.
Bible Acclamation [cantor]
Create in Me a Clean Heart
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
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First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21
A reading from Genesis
15

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph's brothers said, "What if Joseph still
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to
him?" 16So they approached Joseph, saying, "Your father gave this instruction before
he died, 17'Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong
they did in harming you.' Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of
the God of your father." Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers
also wept, fell down before him, and said, "We are here as your slaves." 19But Joseph
said to them, "Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you
intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous
people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and
your little ones." In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.
Special Music Precious Lord, Take My Hand

Karon Makrancy, piano

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35
A reading from the book of Matthew
21

Then Peter came and said to him, "Lord, if another member of the church sins
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?" 22Jesus said to
him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
23
For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him
ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered
him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and
payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, 'Have
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.' 27And out of pity for him, the lord
of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went
out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing
him by the throat, he said, 'Pay what you owe.' 29Then his fellow slave fell down and
pleaded with him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' 30But he refused; then
he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow
slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said
to him, 'You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with
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me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on
you?' 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his
entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not
forgive your brother or sister from your heart."
The Word of the Lord. [Sign – “Thanks”]
Sermon Moment
The assembly is seated.
Hymn of the Day

[cantor] Our Father, We Have Wandered

Our Father, we have wandered and hidden from your face;
in foolishness have squandered your legacy of grace.
But now, in exile dwelling, we rise with fear and shame,
as, distant but compelling, we hear you call our name.
O Lord of all the living, both banished and restored,
compassionate, forgiving, and ever-caring Lord,
grant now that our transgressing, our faithlessness may cease.
Stretch out your hand in blessing, in pardon, and in peace.
Apostles’ Creed

[Sign – “Believe”]

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,
let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.
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Hymn [cantor] Hear Our Prayer
Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, O Lord,
Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, O Lord
incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. Amen
for its ministry and the mission of the gospel; [Pause]
for the well-being of creation; [Pause]
for peace and justice in the world,
for all nations and those in authority who serve them,
for our community; [Pause]
for the poor, oppressed, sick, bereaved, and lonely,
for all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit,
for this congregation, and the needs of its people; [Pause]
for the faithful departed, who have joined the church triumphant. [Pause]
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. [Please bow
your heads and pray quietly…]
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. (Sign – “Thanks”)
Postlude
Andante Maestro HOLST
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