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Our mission is to share the love of Christ
with each other, our community,
and the world.

The Parish Internet
Our Saviour’s & St. Paul’s ELCA

Living
Lent

February 2016
Worship Schedule
Our Saviour’s Worship 8:30 am
St. Paul’s Worship 10:15 am
Sunday School @ both churches 9:30 am

Our mission is to share the love of Christ
with each other, our community and the world.

Joint Financial Report
Submitted by Amy Ketterhagen, Joint Treasurer

The Parish Internet
February 2016
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Center------February Calendar & Lectionary

Job well done...
Bank statements for 2016 have been reviewed and compared to
the checkbook ledger. Everything is in order and we wish to
comment on the good bookkeeping that Amy Ketterhagen has
done on the joint account. 1-7-2016
Gayle Hamann, Our Savaiour’s; Lila Meske, St. Paul’s
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Women & Balance 2016

From the Pastor’s Study
"A parish without a vision will perish."
We are growing in opportunities to learn, worship, and serve God in
our congregation, community, and world.
Christianity and Islam: Began on J anuar y 19, we ar e up to 15
people and more are attending! Learning about what Muslim's believe has helped us get a better understand of what we believe! Living your faith in daily life is one of the best ways to model the good
news of Jesus Christ to a world that has yet to believe! Our course
ends February 9th right in time for our next adventure!

Women &
Balance is a
treasure for
many women. This
year’s attendance
was 56. Guests enjoyed
speaker, Vicki Tiede, who inspired everyone to passionately study and read God’s word
daily. One of many things Vicki shared with us was an app
for smart phones called First 5.
It wakes you up with a short
teaching in God’s Word first
thing in the morning when you turn off your phone’s alarm.
The app is free. At registration, a survey sheet was given to
all. The response was great and filled with good suggestions
for next year. When asked, shall we have this next year, 100%
said YES. Special thanks to Lila and the planning committee,
and those who donated their time and talents to W & B.
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Living Lent: As People of the Resur r ection begins Ash Wednesday February 10. Every Sunday we will focus on a word to consider
while living lent as Easter people - PONDER our relationship with
God; find our God's PURPOSE for our lives; we are called to be
among PEOPLE in this world; PROCLAIM the good news of Jesus
to bring people's faith to life; even in the midst of sorrow we
PRAISE God for God's amazing love; even PAIN of r ejection,
doesn't have the last word, the reckless love of God wipes away our
tears. POWERFUL MESSAGE for PEOPLE of the RESURRECTION.
Living Wet: Baptized into Chr ist your par ents and god par ents
made promises on your behalf. When you were confirmed, you
promised to live in a way the reflected your baptism. So often, we
fail to set our intention to live our faith in daily life. Every Wednesday during LENT will reflect on the steps to LIVE in relationship
to GOD.
New activities and studies, service and camp will be happening all
year. For me to get ready, I have begun to deepen my wellness plan.
I've added a membership at a fitness center, learning how to work
with a new insulin pump, blessed with a monthly pastoral coaching
session through Leading Well as well as surrounding myself with
great folk like you. On Feb. 6, I will be judging the FBLA Speech
Competition in Abbotsford. I am also doing a session at Women's
Destination Medford called, "Making peace with your inner critic."
I pray through all these opportunities for the month of February you
will find one that will help you achieve your spiritual goals as you
deepen your relationship with GOD. Blessings, Pastor Kris
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Parish News

St. Paul’s Financial Report

SERVICE TIME CHANGE
February 7, 2016
St. Paul’s will worship at 8:30 am,
and Our Saviour’s will worship at 10:15 am.

This Sunday ONLY!
ANNUAL MEETINGS-Our Saviour’s will be held on Sunday,
February 7, 2016 following 10:15 am worship. Beef tips and
mashed potatoes will be served for lunch. Members are asked to
bring sandwiches, a salad or dessert to complete the meal.
St. Paul’s annual meeting will be held on February 14, 2016
following 10:15 am worship.
Officers will be needed at St. Paul’s and Our Saviour’s.
Prayerfully consider filling a position.

LENT begins February 10th
with

Worship Times
3 pm at St. Paul's
6 pm at Our Saviour's
(No Soup Supper)

Living Wet mid-week services alternate between St. Paul’s &
Our Saviour’s. Soup 6 pm followed by worship at 7 pm. Please
bring sandwiches or dessert for the meal.

4

February 17 Soup/ Worship @ St. Paul’s
February 24 Soup/ Worship @ Our Saviour’s
March 2 Soup/ Worship @ St. Paul’s
March 9 Soup/ Worship @ Our Saviour’s
March 16 Soup/ Worship @ St. Paul’s

Submitted by Roxie Tranberg Treasurer

St. Paul’s Record of Giving For January

Amount needed each
week $1249.00
Date
Offering
3-Jan
$717.00
10-Jan
$1,030.00
17-Jan
$83.00
24-Jan
$576.00
31-Jan Unavailable @ printing
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St. Paul’s News

Worship News
Lent Worship Opportunities

Confirmation @ St. Paul’s

LIVING LENT

Feb. 10 Ash Wednesday — Ponder • Luke 5:27-32 • Lent is a time
to ponder our relationship with God and with one another, to discover
the love of God seen in the cross and empty tomb.
Sunday, Feb. 14 Week 1 — Purpose • Luke 19:1-10 • This season is
a time to find God’s purpose for our lives, fulfilled in our redemption
by Jesus, who seeks and saves the lost and gives us new life.

Sunday, Feb. 21 Week 2 — People • John 10:14-18 • We are called
to be among people in this world. People matter to God; he sent Jesus
to save them. People should matter to us; we are sent to love them.
During Lent the youth are encouraged to attend all the mid-week
worship services. When the service is at St. Paul’s they will meet
with Pastor Kris after worship for 30 minutes 7:30-8pm. Youth
have finished their work on the Early Church - Peter/Paul with
special attention to the Trinity.

St. Paul’s Counters
Week of February 7
Al Tranberg, Frank Soto, Volunteer
Weeks of February 14 & 21
Michelle Albrecht, Robert May, Lila Meske
Week of February 28
LaVerna Marcott, Sherry Krueger, Sharon Brecke

Thank you. Your help is appreciated.
Church Cancellation Policy
In the event of bad weather, cancellations will be
noted on our Facebook page and can be heard on
Medford Radio Station 99.3 FM
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Sunday, Feb. 28 Week 3 — Proclaim (Godparents Sunday)
• 1 Peter 2:9-10 • To proclaim the story of Christ is to paint a picture
of the God who seeks and embraces us. Our proclamation of the Savior brings faith to life.
Sunday, March 7 Week 4 — Praise • Psalm 34:1-10 • Even in the
midst of sorrow, we are called to celebrate the love of God and the joy
that can be found only in Christ crucified, who reigns in glory now.
Sunday, March 14 Week 5 — Pain • Luke 15:11-32 & 23:26-49 •
The pain of rejection and the pain of a father when a son leaves are
juxtaposed against the reckless love of God revealed in Jesus, who
wipes every tear from our eyes.

Mid week—LIVING WET
On Wednesday Night, we will "unpack" our Baptism and focus on
practical ways to live our baptism in daily life.
Wed. Feb. 17 To Live Among God's faithful People (SP)
Wed. Feb. 24 Hear the word of God & share the Lord's Supper (OS)
Wed. Mar. 2 To proclaim the good news of God in Christ through
word and deed (SP)
Wed. Mar. 9 To serve all people, following the example of Jesus(OS)
Wed. Mar. 16 To Strive for Justice and peace in all the earth (SP)

Special Kids Messages!
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Parish News—Youth
At Our Saviour’s:
Wednesday 4:00pm—5:30 pm
At St. Paul’s:
*Wednesday 7:30pm—8:00pm
meeting after worship when
mid week Lenten services are
at St. Paul’s
OS Confirmation
Our second year students (Zack, Taylor, Dylan,
Melissa, Megan) will be confirmed on Sunday, May 15th.
During Lent, our classes at Holway will continue to meet from
4:00pm - 5:30pm. (No class on Ash Wednesday only!) We
have finished our unit on the Early Church - with special attention to the Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) which separates us from other religions. As the youth are learning about
other religions in public school, I am helping them understand
how these differences impact their faith - and the importance
of their beliefs.
During Lent the second year students will be working
on their faith statements - their beliefs - which will be published in the newsletter and read on May 15th during the Confirmation Service.
The first year students, will be meeting during Lent as
well. They will be establishing a daily practice reading and
praying Scripture.

SP Confirmation
*During Lent, the youth will attend the midweek worship services and when we are at SP meet after worship for 30
minutes 7:30-8pm. We have finished our work on the Early
Church - Peter/Paul with special attention to the Trinity.
6

St. Paul’s Council Minutes continued
-Property: Michelle reported that Frank and Jesse Albrecht
have been monitoring the snow removal, which is sometimes
already done. It was noted a new rug is needed in the parish
hall to avoid slipping and there is ice buildup again on the
church office roof.
- WELCA – no discussion
-Worship – no discussion
All reports were approved as presented.
The Joint Treasurer’s report was presented along with the proposed 2016 Joint Budget. Roxie Tranberg moved to approve
the Joint report and proposed budget. Lila Meske seconded,
motion carried.
The SP Treasurer’s report and proposed 2016 budget was presented. Lila Meske moved to approve the report and proposed
budget. Michelle Albrecht seconded, motion carried.
The Annual Meeting agenda items were reviewed. It was decided to add the discussion topic of same-gender marriage in
order for the council to make a decision so if a request ever
comes in we are prepared.
The overall meeting was reviewed and rated. Pastor Kris presented a video on Lifetree Café outreach and asked members to
consider for the next meeting. The next meeting will be held
Feb 11th at 7pm at Lila Meske’s home.
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by Jenny Jakel, acting secretary.
(minutes provisional until approved.)

Guard your heart above all else,
for it is the source of life. Proverbs 4:23
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St. Paul’s News
This Sunday ONLY!
SERVICE TIME CHANGE—February 7, 2016 St. Paul’s will
worship at 8:30 am, and Our Saviour’s will worship at 10:15 am.
This Sunday ONLY!

St. Paul’s ANNUAL MEETING
February 14, 2016 following 10:15 am worship.
Officers will be needed at St. Paul’s for 2016.
Prayerfully consider filling a position.

St. Paul’s January Council Minutes
St. Paul’s Council Minutes
January 14, 2016
The meeting was called to order at 7pm with the following present:
Michelle Albrecht, Lila Meske, Roxy Tranberg, Pastor Kris, Carol
Lekies and Jenny Jakel. Pastor led devotions, mission statement
and caring conversations.
The 30 day goals of at least 50 women at Women and Balance and
the 90 day goal of increasing worship attendance by 10% were reviewed.
The minutes from Dec were moved for approval by Roxie Tranberg. Lila Meske seconded, motion carried. Pastor’s, Parish Secetary’s and Leadership Reports were presented and approved. It
was noted that the fax line at the church has been discontinued.
Co-Mission reports included:
-Agape: an update on Women & Balance
-Education & Youth: upcoming Bible studies
-Finance: review of account balance. Lila Meske moved to pay
the furnace bill in full. Roxie Tranberg seconded the motion, motion carried.
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Parish News
Godparent Sunday—February 28
Invite your God parents or God
children to join you for worship
on this Sunday.
Name tags with "I am a Godparents
of.... or Godchild of ... will be available. We will pray for our Godparents
and Godchildren. Cards will also be
available for you to send to your God
children or parents on this Sunday if
they are unable to attend.
When this was done for the first time at a Lutheran church, an
older man told the pastor that he had taken his responsibilities
really seriously in all the decades since his God child has been
baptized, but no one in church has ever spoken to him about being a Godparent since the baptism! This is our first year of our
Godparent Sunday - may it lift up the blessing and grace of God
through the waters of baptism!

Synod Resource Center—We’ve Moved
New number 715-559-3445
Email synodresourcecenter.org
We still have bibles for sale as before.

Our new address is:
Northwest Synod of WI Resource Center,
202 W Grand Ave., PO Box 965
Eau Claire, WI 54702-0965.
When you come to visit and browse, enter from Oxford Avenue
to the north end of Grace Lutheran's building and cross the silver
foot bridge. We are located on your right just inside the door.
We look forward to serving you in the years to come!

7

Good Reads
If you find a good book, call the church and we will share it in
the next newsletter! Here are 3 books chosen for February.

FROM VICKIE TIEDE (speaker from Women and Balance)
$4.99 at Amazon for an ebook or KINDLE
Parenting on Your Knees: Prayers and Practical Guidance
for the Preschool Years
Great gift for Mother's DAY!
Strap on your sense of humor and don some knee pads as you prepare to be equipped for/by Parenting on Your Knees: Prayers and
Practical Guidance for the Preschool Years. Vicki Tiede provides
parents of preschoolers tools and strategies for parenting and praying when sleep and alone time are at a minimum. You will find hope
and encouragement to nurture and pray for your child’s character,
behavior, social skills, development, and spiritual growth.
LOVE WINS A Book About Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of Every
Person Who Ever Lived by Rob Bell; Amazon $11.99- ebook

In LOVE WINS, bestselling author of VELVET ELVIS and
the 2 million-plus selling Nooma videos, Rob Bell, reveals a secret
deep in the heart of millions of Christians-they don′t believe what
they have been taught are the essential truths of their faith. Bell
brings out to the open and faces squarely the questions on everyone′
s mind: Does it really make sense that God is a loving, kind, compassionate God who wants to know people in a personal way, but if
they reject this relationship with Jesus, they will be sent to hell
where God will eternally punish them forever?
Bell goes to the heart of these issues and argues that the
church′s traditional understanding of heaven and hell is actually not
taught by the Bible. Bell is emphatically not offering a new view of
heaven and hell-instead, he closely examines every verse in the Bible on heaven and hell and shows what they really teach. And he
discovers that Jesus′s most fundamental teaching about heaven and
hell is, "Love wins."
“A bold, prophetic and poetic masterpiece. I don’t know any
writer who expresses the inexpressible love of God as powerfully
and as beautifully as Rob Bell! No one who seriously engages this
8

Our Saviour’s January Minutes
Our Saviour’s Council Minutes- Jan.12, 2016 @ 6 PM
Present: Pastor Kr is, Br enda Ner nber ger , Car ol and Gor dy
Lekies, Kurt Staab, Amy Katterhagen, Trudy Erickson and Lisa
Kauffman
Pastor Report: Pastor pr esented her goals for 2016. She announced that she will soon be using the Volunteerspot.com app
available on smart phones. This will enable people to sign up to
participated in events easier. She presented her draft of the Annual
planning calendar and the Annual report for 2015. Pastor gave an
explanation why the joint ministries did not occur.
Secretary Report: Pr esented by Car ol. She r epor ted that the
2nd phone line for the fax machine is going to be disconnected.
This will save $500 a year.
Agape: Pr esented by Amy. They sent out 30 bir thday car d last
month and are going to send cards in March and then will dissolve
the program. They will have a meeting this month to talk about
projects for the upcoming year.
Education & Youth: Pr esented by J er r y. Sunday school star ts
back on the 1/17. They are planning a meeting before church on
1/17. They want to start working on Vacation Bible School. Pastor suggested they consider a confirmation camp at Luther Park or
Camp Forest Spring. Jerry stated that Fearless conversation will
start again on 1/17.
Property: Br ian Nicks has agr eed to take on the altar pr oject.
They will need help from the parishioners to get the project done.
New runner has been put in. Need a new runner at bottom of the
steps. Big Thank you goes out to James Carlson for the door project in the counting money room.
WELCA: no r epor t
Treasure Report: Pr esented by Br enda. December was a
great month for income. We are doing well. The savings account
was not closed.
Joint Treasure Report: Pr esented by Amy.
All Reports were approved and seconded.
Meeting and goals were discussed.
Submitted by Lisa Kauffman, Secretary
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Our Saviour’s Financial Report

Good Reads
book will put it down unchanged. A ‘must read’ book!” (Greg
Boyd, senior pastor at Woodland Hills Church and author of The
Myth of a Christian Nation)
LOVE is my Favorite Thing by Emma Chichester
(Children's book for Valentines DAY)
Starring an enthusiastic pooch whose joy, optimism and love know
no bounds, this lively picture book is based on Emma Chichester
Clark’s own dog, and joyfully celebrates unconditional love.
Plum has lots of favorite things—catching sticks, her bear, her
bed—but really, LOVE is her absolute favorite thing. She loves her
family and all the things they do together. Sometimes, however,
Plum’s exuberance causes trouble, and she just can’t help being
naughty. But fortunately, love is such a great thing that even when
she makes mistakes, Plum’s family still adores her.

Website—osspelca.org
Thank you to Dennis & Susan Draper for
sponsoring the website for January and
February in memory of loved ones.
Lila Meske, Women &
Balance Coordinator
and Pastor Kris (left)
take a break during the
recent event. Thank you
Lila for taking on this
project and your many
volunteers who made
this a day to remember.

Submitted by Brenda Nernberger, Treasurer
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Donna Schmidt dr ives fr om Stanley on Sunday to play the
organ for worship at OSSP. I thank you for your dedication and
beautiful music you provide for worship. Carol Lekies
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Parish News
Coming up…
ANNUAL MEETINGS-Our Saviour’s will be held on Sunday, February 7, 2016 following 10:15 am worship. St. Paul’s
will be held on February 14, 2016 following 10:15 am worship.

World Day of Prayer, March 4 @ Our Saviour’s
This is an ecumenical Worship Service. The women of Cuba call
us to explore the depths of God’s love and accept the invitation
to receive the realm as a little child (MK. 10:13-16)

Walking Together @ UW—EAU CLAIRE, MARCH 12
All are invited to learn the best practices for a healthy congregation. Various workshops offered. See nwswi.org for details.

WELCA Chequamegon Spring Rally, April 16
9:00 am—2:30 pm. Our Saviour’s is hosting this event. Registration 8:30 am. Business meeting, lunch, worship and communion. Details in the March newsletter.

Aging in the Grace of God (age 50 and up)
10-week joint study beginning April 19
10-11:30 followed by a soup lunch. Site will alternate between
churches. Car pooling is encouraged.
Many adults feel left behind or out of control in their later years,
exhausted from years of holding tightly to deep wounds and fast
-paced living. In addition, these adults still face new challenges
like health problems, changing family situations, or death of
peers and loved ones. Seniors confront mortality in a way that
younger generations need not. Is aging just a bunch of bad
news? Absolutely not!
Details in the March newsletter.
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Our Saviour’s News
Welcome New Member to Our Saviour’s

Adam Graff

Adam was inadvertently left out of last month’s new member
welcome. (oops—so sorry-me bad/Carol) We are so happy to worship,
serve and share the love of Christ, with you, our community and
our world. Pastor Kris
FUNERAL On January, 23 our sister in Christ, Jane (Hanson)
Meschefske, 89, was laid to r est at Our Saviour ’s. For J ane,
Our Saviour’s was home. For the 125th Celebration Booklet she
wrote, “Our Saviour’s is import to me because both my great
grandparents started this church.” Jane was born March 27, 1926
in the township of Holway. She died on January 19 at Aspirus
Nursing & Rehab Center, Medford, surrounded by her family
and loved ones. Please keep the family in your prayers during this
difficult time.

Property/Building & Grounds Co-Mission Meeting
The co-mission met after worship on Jan. 24. Discussed renovation of the walls and ceiling in the altar area. Brian Nicks & Jesse
Carlson will do the work. The congregation will have to remove
the old ceiling and wall materials in preparation and clean up afterward. Hoping to get this project underway after April 23.
Discussed: Parking lot needs more slope to the east. Curb appeal—do we want to look like we are stuck in the past or moving
forward? Old storage shed possible removal. Meeting with contractors on April 1. Submitted by Gordy Lekies.

Next meeting February 3 with dessert and fellowship at 7:15 pm
followed by the meeting and program. Barb Krug is the program
leader. Dorothy Pagel hostess. 2016 Handbooks will be handed out.

Sock Challenge Results
56 pairs of winter socks were collected for the homeless vets.
Thank you.
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