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THE PROCLAIMER
The Unseen Enemy and the Hope of Easter
It has been said many times that we are fighting an unseen enemy in the form of the coronavirus. That
statement is truer that you can ever imagine.
This is not a judgment of God, nor is it necessarily an act of Satan. It is a result of us living in a world that is
full of sickness, disease, and death due to the fall into sin. This virus is a reminder that there is a
greater struggle going on—an unseen enemy that is waging war against our souls. In Ephesians 6,
St. Paul tells Chirsti9ans, then and now, there is an unseen enemy and an unseen war taking place.
He writes:
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can
take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on
the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground,
and after you have done everything, to stand.
While we battle this virus, it is a simple reminder that we are in a war, whether we realize it or not. There is
a spiritual world, and it is a powerful world. Many Christians just wave it off, and say it isn’t real. I
have bad news—it is real. In fact, it is one of the reasons Jesus came to this earth. Jesus came to do
battle against the evil spiritual world. That’s what the 40 days in the wilderness was all about.
That’s why Jesus was tempted by the devil. Those battles were fought for you.
The ultimate battle was the cross. In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus prayed, “Father, if You are willing,
remove this cup from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” There was a battle going on in
the Garden of Gethsemane, not seen, but very real. He knew that He could chose to not go to the
cross and go through the pain and suffering.
Ultimately, that’s why Jesus came. He came to defeat the enemy you could not see or even imagine in Satan
and all the demons that fell with him. That’s what the cross is all about. St. Paul tells us, “And
having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over
them by the cross.”
While there are certainly battles still going on, the war is over. The victory over sin, death, and one day, the
grave itself is ours through Jesus and what He did on the cross. There is no greater victory. And it
belongs to us by faith. With Job, we can say, “I know that my Redeemer lives.”
This virus that has afflicted so many and taken many lives to date is scary. Frankly, there has been nothing
like this since the Spanish flu of 1918, when millions died. We need to remember that no matter
what happens, God is fighting for us! “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, nor
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor height nor depth nor
powers, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” Romans 8:38-39.
While this virus is a scary thing, it isn’t the worst thing that could ever happen to us. While it is true we
have an unseen enemy, it is also true that we have an unseen Advocate and warrior fighting this
battle for us. He has given us the greatest victory already. Now He fights by us, as Martin Luther
said, and for us. Fear not! The victory is ours in Christ. That is why we can and will sing about
Easter triumph and Easter joy! Prayerfully, we will celebrate Holy Week together. –Pastor A.
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Church closed in compliance with
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5
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PALM SUNDAY
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Women’s Bible Maundy
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Church closed in compliance with
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9:00 Education Hour
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26
9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service
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24
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28
Men’s Bible
Study 10AM

29
30
Women’s Bible
Study 9:30AM
Quilting Noon

31

Living Word Church
6PM-10PM

25

3

Page 4

THE PROCLAIMER

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter Article – April 2020
On the topic of stewardship, one of the most common questions a person might ask is not whether a Christian
should give to their church. Everyone knows this. Of course, Christians should give to their church.
The most common question: “How much should I give?” But what they really mean is this: “Should Christians
give a tithe of their income to their local congregation?” So, let’s look at why you should or should not tithe.
Following are some reasons often offered for why Christians shouldn’t give a tithe to their church.
Some say you shouldn’t tithe because it isn’t expressly commanded in the New Testament. Lacking that
command, there is no “Thus saith the Lord” and no “should” for giving a tithe to your congregation.
Others say that Christians give to their congregation in ways much broader than money. They give of their
time and their talents, and these, together with treasures (money), add up to more than a tithe.
Still others say they give of their treasures to other things besides their congregation, and they want to support
those things alongside their church.
And there are those who think Christians shouldn’t tithe because of fear. If they tithe, they are afraid their gift
will be misused, and they are afraid they won’t have enough to get the things they use, want, or need.
Following are some reasons for why Christians should give a tithe to their church.
Even though the New Testament doesn’t specifically command Christians to give a tithe, the Old Testament
people were commanded to tithe and did. On top of this, St. Paul often describes the giving Christians are to do
in similar terms as a tithe: a regular and generous proportion of the first fruits of their income (1 Cor. 6:1–2; 2
Cor. 8:7–23; 2 Cor. 9:2–7).
But here’s another way to think about it. What was the point of the tithe in the Old Testament? Where did it
go? The reason for the Old Testament tithe was to support the full ministry of the Levites. They were not given
any land because they had no time to farm; their full-time job was the ministry.
What does it say in the New Testament? “The Lord has commanded that those who preach the Gospel should
make their living from the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). This is the verse that Luther put in the Small Catechism’s
Table of Duties to cover what Christians owe to the support of the ministry.
It seems clear from both the Old and the New Testaments that the tithe is the goal of Christians in their giving.
But what if we’re not there yet? How should we handle this? What are we to do?
Let’s answer this by asking a different question about something entirely different. What would you say to
your adult children who only attended church quarterly or once a month? There, is after all, no passage in the
New Testament that requires Christians to go to church weekly. Hebrews 10:25 is the closest we have, and it
states simply for Christians to not neglect gathering together. Even though there is no passage that commands
Christians to gather weekly, that is the implicit expectation throughout the Old and New Testaments. It is the
goal.
So, what would you say to that son or daughter? I’d expect that conversation would be something like this:
“I’m glad you’re still going to church. It is a wonderful blessing to hear God’s promises of forgiveness, life,
and salvation, and to receive His gifts in the Word and the Sacraments. But you can do better, and it will only
be a blessing to you. There is a better way, and I’d really like you to try to attain it.”
This same conversation is how we should approach the topic of the tithe. It’s not specifically commanded in
the New Testament, but it sure seems like the implicit expectation of both the Old and New Testaments. So,
the church is ecstatic that you’re giving when you’re giving in all these ways – time, talents, and treasures.
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It’s easy to panic in times of great uncertainty, like with the growing concern over the novel coronavirus,
formally named COVID-19. We should all take necessary precautions, following the instructions given to us
by medical experts. We should also remember that, no matter the situation, nothing happens outside God’s
control or care. Scripture calls the Lord our “rock,” our “fortress,” and our “deliverer” (Psalm 18:2). Some
72 years ago, the great C.S. Lewis reminded his readers of those truths, calming fears over an atomic bomb.
Those words are just as appropriate now, regarding COVID-19.
The following is an excerpt from an essay Lewis wrote in the 1940s, which is now found in a collection of his
works called “Present Concerns.”
In one way, we think a great deal too much of the atomic bomb. “How are we to live in an
atomic age?” I am tempted to reply: “Why, as you would have lived in the sixteenth
century when the plague visited London almost every year, or as you would have lived in a
Viking age when raiders from Scandinavia might land and cut your throat any night; or
indeed, as you are already living in an age of cancer, an age of syphilis, an age of
paralysis, an age of air raids, an age of railway accidents, an age of motor accidents.” In
other words, do not let us begin by exaggerating the novelty of our situation. Believe me,
dear sir or madam, you and all whom you love were already sentenced to death before the
atomic bomb was invented: and quite a high percentage of us were going to die in
unpleasant ways. We had, indeed, one very great advantage over our ancestors—
anesthetics; but we have that still. It is perfectly ridiculous to go about whimpering and
drawing long faces because the scientists have added one more chance of painful and
premature death to a world which already bristled with such chances and in which death
itself was not a chance at all, but a certainty. This is the first point to be made: and the
first action to be taken is to pull ourselves together. If we are all going to be destroyed by
an atomic bomb, let that bomb when it comes find us doing sensible and human things—
praying, working, teaching, reading, listening to music, bathing the children, playing
tennis, chatting to our friends over a pint and a game of darts—not huddled together like
frightened sheep and thinking about bombs. They may break our bodies (a microbe can do
that) but they need not dominate our minds.
Lewis is not the only one with wise words in the middle of a panic.
In the 16th-century Martin Luther had this to say during the bubonic plague, offering his thoughts in a letter
titled "Whether One May Flee From a Deadly Plague" on how best to practically and spiritually overcome:
You ought to think this way: "Very well, by God's decree, the enemy has sent us poison and
deadly offal. Therefore, I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help
purify the air, administer medicine, and take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my
presence is not needed in order not to become contaminated and thus perchance infect and
pollute others, and so cause their death as a result of my negligence. If God should wish to
take me, he will surely find me and I have done what he has expected of me and so I am no
responsible for either my own death or the death of others. If my neighbor needs me,
however, I shall not avoid place or person, but will go freely."
As Christians, it is OK to be concerned, particularly if we are in an at-risk class or love someone who is, like
the elderly and those who are immunocompromised. But we don’t need to be gripped with fear, because the
Lord has given us a spirit “of power, love, and self-discipline” and has encouraged us to “pray about
everything,” telling him what we are scared of, worried about, and dwelling on (2 Timothy 1:7, Philippians
4:6).
https://www1.cbn.com/cbnnews/cwn/2020/march/what-c-s-lewis-martin-luther-would-say-about-ourcoronavirus-panic
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[Adapted from an article written by Rev. Anthony Brian Flamme, Roswell, NM]

First, a word to those who don’t know Christians very well...
Christians are not conformed to the world’s anxiety and fears (Romans 12:2). We believe that God loves
us (1 John 4:9). We believe he sent his Son to be our brother according to the flesh (John 1:14). We believe
that having made sacrifice for our sins through his death, our Lord Jesus rose and ascended to sit at the
Father’s right hand (Romans 8:34). This changes everything. The eyes of faith see the world for what it
is. No virus, stock market crash, or panicked media reactions can rob Christians of their hope that Jesus
will give his victory and dominion over sin and death to all who believe in him (Romans 8:37). When
Christians get sick and are dying, they haven’t lost God’s blessing. Rather their confidence is
strengthened (Romans 5:3). Sufferings teach that nothing in this world lasts. For those who have been
baptized into God’s name, he has promised resurrection and eternal life. This Word of promise will not
fail. God is faithful. When sickness and death test the foundation of Christian trust in God’s mercy, the
Scriptures teach a four-fold attitude of faith, prayer, compassion, and mercy.

Faith - Trust in God’s Salvation, Kindness, and Fatherly Care
Psalm 28:7 – The Lord is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am helped; my heart
exults and with my song I give thanks to him.
Psalm 27:1 – The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my
life; of whom shall I be afraid?
Psalm 37:40 – The Lord helps them and delivers them; he delivers them from the wicked and saves them,
because they take refuge in him.
Psalm 91:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 – I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, my God in whom I trust.”
For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence....You
will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the pestilence that
stalks in darkness, nor the destruction that wastes at noonday.... Because you have made
the Lord your dwelling place – the Most High, who is my refuge – no evil shall be allowed
to befall you, no plague come near your tent.
Prayer - Seeking God’s Favor According to His Promises
Psalm 40:16-17 – But may all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; may those who love your salvation
say continually, “Great is the Lord!” As for me, I am poor and needy, but the Lord takes
thought for me. You are my help and my deliverer; do not delay, O my God!
Psalm 91:15-16 – When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him
and honor him. With long life I will satisfy him and show him my salvation.
Philippians 4:6 – Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
Psalm 38:21-22 – Do not forsake me, O Lord! O my God be not far from me! Make haste to help me, O
Lord, my salvation!
Psalm 70:1 –
Make haste, O God, to deliver me! O Lord, make haste to help me!
(Continued on pg. 7)
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(Continued from pg. 6)

James 5:14-16 – Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will
save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins,
he will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one
another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as
it is working.
Compassion - Having A Heart Open to Your Neighbor
Matthew 9:36 – When [Jesus] saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.
Luke 10:33 –
But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he
had passion.
1 John 3:17 –
But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart
against him, how does God’s love abide in him?
Colossians 3:12 – Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience.
Mercy - Loving Your Neighbor As You Love Yourself
Luke 6:36 – Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.
Matthew 14:14 – When [Jesus] went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion
on them and healed their sick.
John 13:35 – By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.
Hebrews 10:24 – And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works.
Psalm 41:1-3 – Blessed is the one who considers the poor! In the day of trouble the Lord delivers him;
the Lord protects him and keeps him alive; he is called blessed in the land; you do not
give him up to the will of his enemies. The Lord sustains him on his sickbed; in illness
you restore him to full health.

…And for a bit of levity…
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THANK YOU “GLASS BY LUND”!
Your fast and efficient job installing our broken
window was very much appreciated! It looks great
and the price was much less than other bids.
If you need glass work at your home, please give
them a call.

(425) 334-5863
Thank you,
Byron Malloy

