NASSAU’S PIANO
BUILDERS PART 1
Frederick Frickinger’s first piano workshop was
located in his barn. The first purpose built factory, pictured below, was located on the northside
of Route 20 just past the current Schodack town
garage. When it burned in 1903, the new factory
was located in Nassau. Center, the 3 Kosegarten’s pictured in the office - Albrecht, Otto and
Charles. Below an ad from 1899.
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ne hundred years ago more than a third of the adult population
of Nassau earned their living from a single employer - the Kosegarten Brothers Piano Action Factory. Based on the 1915 New
York Census, more village residents -- heads of households, wives and
children of working age were engaged at the piano factory than any other
employer. Located on John Street, opposite the Fair Grounds, the complex housed a railroad siding, drying sheds, a kiln, a foundry and workshops. The steam boiler, used to create the means to shape the lumber,
was fueled by wood shavings from the carpentry shops and the whistle
atop the water tower also served as the fire siren for the Nassau fire department. At capacity, the company employed 160 men and women and
produced over 35,000 piano actions a year. Such prosperity and ingenuity took years to create and as is the case with many businesses, a much
shorter time to end.
Why the factory took shape in Nassau is a story unto itself. It all
started by a chance “ride in the country.” In 1837 Bavarian immigrants
Frederick Frickinger and wife Caroline left their new home in New York
City to visit Albany. On a day trip they stopped to admire a flower garden
at a home on Bunker Hill in Schodack. After entering into discussion
with the property owner, Frickinger learned it was for sale. Experienced
in the construction of piano actions and trained in Paris, he was anxious
to start his own company to produce pianos and quickly obtained the
property.
Success followed: in 1861 he received a patent for
the piano action he had invented; in 1867 he displayed
his products at the Paris Exposition and made a lasting
impression; in 1875 he purchased 20 additional acres
of land on Bunker Hill and built his factory. To provide the necessary manpower for the expansion he recruited skilled workers from Europe and sought local
youths to begin as apprentices. Peter Strauch, William
Gorgan and Jacob Grubb were later joined by three
brothers from Nassau – Albrecht, Otto and Charles
Kosegarten. And that began a historic legacy that remains unique to Nassau to this day.
In 1980, Mary Kosegarten, daughter of Albrecht,
prepared a four-page document for the Nassau Free

Library entitled “Early Piano Makers in the Townships of Nassau and Schodack.” While she tells the story from
the start of the Frickinger era, she gives very little detail about the later years. She indicates prior to the construction of the new factory, Frickinger constructed the entire piano, in direct competition with two other piano manufactures in Albany. It must have been friendly competition, because they suggested he limit production to just
the “actions” and they would purchase all he could produce. The actions are the mechanism of felt hammers that
strike the piano strings when a key is depressed on the keyboard. When Frederick Frickinger reached his eighties
he gifted the factory to former apprentices Gorgen and Grubb, who by now had married his wife’s nieces.
The new Gorgan and Grubb firm was in existence from 1889 to 1899 when Gorgan left for Castleton to start
his own piano action company. It was at this point that the three Kosegarten brothers purchased Gorgan’s interest
in the firm, incorporating it as Grubb and Kosegarten. Production at the Bunker Hill location was short-lived. In
1903 a fire destroyed the facility. Long before the days of occupational safety concerns, a factory filled with glues,
varnishes and assorted lengths of kiln-dried lumber would seem to be an accident waiting to happen. One other
job detail that history has not revealed is exactly how the lathes that generated the power for drills and saws were
powered – other than the notation “by local farm boys.”
Some of those “farm boys” must have been pretty good baseball players. In 1910 the Music Trade Review, a
magazine covering the music industry, reported on a series of three baseball games between the Nassau Baseball
Club, managed by C.W. Kosegarten and the A.C. Cheneys, named after the Castleton Piano action factory of
the same name. William Gorgan had since sold his interest in the factory to the Cheney firm. The first game was
played in Nassau. The Cheneys were accompanied by a fife and drum corps and a brass band. Nassau lost 6 to 2.
The second game took place in Castleton. The Nassau team was accompanied by the Nassau Band. This time Nassau won 2 to 1. The final game was played in Castleton, without musical entertainment and resulted in a 12-inning
battle, Nassau winning out by 1 to 0. The Musical Trade Review ended their story with “The local interest taken
in the series of games can be realized from the fact that the average attendance at the three games was larger than
the combined population of both villages.”
End of Part One. Next month we’ll discuss the influence the Kosegarten family had on Nassau, why the business closed and how the factory structures continue in the life of Nassau.

Above, a detail from a map from the 1880s shows the location of the Bunker Hill piano factory opposite Frederick Frickenger’s home on what is now
Route 20. This is the road mostly running from left to right. The indication
of “School No. 5” is at what today we know as Schoolhouse Road. Above
right - the factory building that burned in 1903 with the workers pictured in
front. Right - a surviving piano action made by the firm in an upright piano.
This piano was in Albrect Kosegarten’s home on John Street and remained
with his son Herman.
If you would like to share your Nassau stories and/or pictures contact us at info@nassau12123.com or telephone Mr. Vincent at 766-2291.
We would love to include your material in a future edition.

