: The body of musicians, sixty-
| fivel in number, made a striking
| picture on the stage. Their
| uniforms were in complete con-
- | trast and there was an array of
. | heavy brass that promised
| musical thunder. There was 2
- || very even distribution. of the
* | players of the two bands, and
thie equal partnership was
further demonstrated by the
alternate direction of the two
| conductors.

{

| When two Bands play to-
Il gether it is elemenfary com-~
|l mendation to say that they

- | played as one, for if they did
| not it would be better that they
weere not heard. But when
the two bands are such as we
| heard on this 'occasion, a

| British Army Band with the

COMBINED BANDS

Excellent Performance By
Police And Hussars

B et ) Yt Y

SPLENDID CO-OPERATION

(By Fr. T. F. Ryan, SJ, For Tue S.C.M. Post)

Band music was worthily presented at the
Empire Theatre on Wednesday night when the
| combined Bands of the Hong Kong Police and the
| T7th (Queen’s Own) Hussars

| performance to a packed house.

gave an excellent

iraditions of generations and
the shades of Kneller Hall be-
hind it, and a band of young
Chinese not yet tén years In
existence, it is a most remark-
able achievement. If is one,
tov. that would mnever have
been possible if the man who
is responsible for the Hongkong
Police Band, Mr W. B. Foster,
had not been steeped in army
traditions, and a leading con-
ductor of a British Army Band,
before he gave his services W
Hongkong.
Well-Selected

No easy rvad was taken In
preparing the programme = for
this performance, There were
scme stock band pieces and
there were adaptations from
Tchaikowsky and Wagner, and
it was on ‘the whole a well
selected, well-palanced pxro-
gramme which = was a severe
vest of capacity as well as being
one chosen to - appeal to a
general audience.

There are various ways of
combining instruments in 4
large Band, and in this case the
emphasis was strongly on the
brass. Only about  a third of
the players were woodwind, and
of these there were only two
flutes and one bassoon, The
result was a great capacity for
richness of sound, which ~was
used to the tfull and excellenily
controlled. That is particularly
well displayed in the arrange=
ment  of Handel’s “Largo”,
which gave alternate pro-
minence to brass and wood-
wind, but was conspicuous £for
the fine organ tone of the full
brass.

Feeling Of Reseirve

In the sorter parts of the
musie the Band maintained that
feeling of reserve of strength
which is one of the great

charms of band music, and 1Q

Il the lighter passages, such as |
‘ in  the “Swan = Lake” '

Ballet,
il there = was nong of fthe
i elephantine piroyetting whici
\ Bands sometimes  give, but
il génuine delicacy and real feel-
ltang:  From a Band, however,
especially a large one such as
this, what we really want 1S
some of the majesty of music
which it alone can give, and
we got it in generous measure
in the playing of “Finlandia,”
by Sibelius. One can well
understand why Russia banned
this work when it was frying
to- dominate the people waoose
spirit it represented, and I am
sure that a Finnish audience
|| would have applauded this per-
formance of. it. There is de-
fiance, boldness and digni.y in
the music, and all of 1t was
expressed. There was spiendid
precision in the playing, and
particularly fine playing oy i€
frombones. Tilg  percussion,
! too, were outstanding in this
| piece. The timpani player f
i the Hussars, and the Policg
1 Bang perioriner on - the side
drum, €ach gave a fine per-
I formance, while in: between

2 them was the big drum player {¢ ;

who all
commpined

of the Police Band,
through. the eveniag
an opvious enjoyment of his
¢ part  with, split-second pre-
V cision in manipulation of the
¢ grum and cymbals.

Charming lnteriude

/
£
S

by Miss Barbara Fei,
... Dlano. . accompaniment,
I They were wwell chosen and well
ll sung, ang they greatly pleased
; llli:maudi‘epqg.ﬁ Do AR e e i

i

il From every point of view this
| was a most worthy per-

 formance. It was a union of

forces that showed excellent

| co-operation, and it was a per-

ARy

reached such a good level with-
out painstaking rehearsal—an
object-lesson  from which all
who presume to appear before
the public may well Ilearn,
Great credit is due to the two
conductors,
the Hussars, and
| Foster, of the Police Band,
whose different styles of con-
ducting gave added interest to
the performance. They have
given a splendid example of
co-operation and of careful
work  which deserves the
| highest praise. If they could
have appeared together—with
Harry Odell  between = them,
who made the pérformance
il| possible—they would ~have got
| the - biggest ovation of the

i

Mr G. Horabin, of ||
Mr W. B. |

| formance wnich could not have, =

i

i
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