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Our Island
By Don Achenberg, Islamorada
Village Vice Mayor
LMKA member
I am pleased to have been offered the opportunity to write a piece for the Lower Matecumbe
Newsletter. Pleased - but somewhat concerned
when I was told that I could write on any subject.
The temptation to raise again that which divides
us rose within me. But this morning, after being
on the annual Lower Matecumbe people path
walk led by our president Gordon Hadley, I realized that there is far more good that binds us
than disagreement which divides us. In these
few lines I hope to bring the good to the forefront of our thinking.
We live on perhaps the prettiest island in all of
the Florida Keys. We are not beset by overcrowding or crass commercialism. We are
blessed. In this blessing we find that which has
drawn us together - a diverse group of residents
drawn close by the beauty of our island home.
This island is the one tangible thing that we all
share - that we should all enjoy - that we should
all work to preserve.
From the walk this morning came the suggestion that we form a future plan for enhancing
our island. A plan that will accentuate it’s
beauty and show our pride in living upon it.
The specifics of the idea should be left up to
the residents. But the theme of the plan should
be the expression of the pride that we all feel
for Lower Matecumbe. The pride is there. It
was the singular factor that shown through
among the walkers this morning.
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April 19
LMKA Membership Meeting
7 PM Boy Scout SeaBase
Administration Building, 2nd Flr
Program: Onsite Wastewater Systems
Roundtable:
·
·
·

Bill Brookman, Fla Department of Health
Jay Massaro, Third Generation Plumbers
Daryle Osborn, Keys Engineering

Wastewater upgrades are required.
Join in this discussion and learn
whether there may be an alternative to central sewers.
Join us for the last meeting of the
spring. Refreshments will be
served.
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Islamorada Village Council Election March 9
On March 9, Michael Reckwerdt was elected unopposed and therefore retained his seat on the village council. Michael has served for the last six years. He will be the first member of council in
Islamorada’s history to serve more than 6 years.
Don Achenberg was also returned to office, while Bob Johnson, Dave Purdo, and Ken Philipson
were elected to take the seats of Dave Boerner, Jill Borski, and Deb Gillis.
The primary issue during the campaign was wastewater. Several concerns surfaced during debates. The wastewater assessment—Bob Johnson and Dave Purdo were clearly opposed to the
methodology used to assess property owners for wastewater upgrades. Reckwerdt had voted
against the assessment last September. The overall plan was frequently debated by all candidates, with Achenberg and Philipson holding firm that we must proceed with our own resources in
order to get grant funding. Johnson and Purdo insisted the community cannot afford the extreme
cost and should not proceed without guaranteed grant funding.
After the new council was sworn in, Reckwerdt was elected mayor and Achenberg vice mayor.

Contact the Islamorada Village Council
If you have questions, ideas, or complaints you’d like to share with council, you can send an email
to the Village Clerk at Beverly.Raddatz@islamorada.fl.us and ask her to distribute it to council.
Or send an email to individual members:
Mayor Michael.Reckwerdt@islamorada.fl.us Vice Mayor Don.Achenberg@islamorada.fl.us
Dave.Purdo@islamorada.fl.us
Ken.Philipson@islamorada.fl.us
Bob.Johnson@islamorada.fl.us

Lower Matecumbe Key Association Statement of Purpose
The Lower Matecumbe Key Association, Inc. shall actively work to preserve and enhance the quality of life and environment through participation and democratic process by the residents.
Goals shall include:
1. Monitoring activities such as zoning and construction.
2. Communicating with all members to alert them to potential problems or opportunities.
3. Coordinating the efforts of the individual neighborhood associations on common objectives.
4. Providing an open forum for presentation and discussion of issues.
5. Taking appropriate action on behalf of the membership.
Board of Directors:
President Gordon Hadley: 305-664-0621; gordo0621@aol.com Vice Pres Donna Gleason
Treasurer Ted Blackburn
Secretary Claire Johnson
Board members: Ann Haber , Ron Winget, Dave Elbaum, Dick Wilson, George Young
Newsletter: Sue Miller, editor

The opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinions of the Board of Directors of LMKA.
Articles with opposing points of view are encouraged.
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Florida Keys Overseas Heritage Trail—Channel 2 Changes
The Florida Keys Overseas Heritage Trail (FKOHT) is being developed by constructing additional sections of trail, retrofitting the historic Flagler railroad bridges for trail use, installation of improved safety
features and beautification projects. The Lower Matecumbe bike path is being extended to the Channel
Five bridge. There are 14 fishing platforms being added to the sides of the Channel Two Historic
Bridge. Targeted for completion this spring, the platforms will improve access for recreational fishing
and provide safe passage for trail users.
The FKOHT is a multi-use bicycle and pedestrian facility along the edge of the Overseas Highway.
When completed, the trail will provide a scenic corridor extending from Key Largo to Key West that will
serve not only as a highway, but as a recreational greenway for hiking, running, bicycling, skating,
sightseeing, fishing and kayaking.
“The Florida Keys Overseas Heritage Trail attracted more than one million visitors this past year, which
was a record, even though the trail is still in the development phase,” said Jena Brooks, Director of
DEP’s Office of Greenways & Trails.

Winter Weather In the Florida Keys
Even long time Keys residents had a tough time remembering any winter as cold as the winter of 2010.
Cold front after cold front found the Florida Keys, keeping temperatures here at all time lows much of
the winter. The results were shocking. Many coconut palm trees lost nearly all their fronds. Ocean water temperatures dropped below 50 degrees. There were huge fish kills with tarpon, bonefish, snook
and pilchards being impacted the most. Florida Fish and Wildlife reports that 431 manatee have died
as a result of the cold this winter. In one two week period in January over 60 manatees and 70 crocodiles were found dead in nearby Everglades National Park, where temperatures dropped as low as 28
degrees on January 11. Manatees cannot tolerate temperatures below 68 degrees for long periods of
time and we had plenty of days much colder this winter. One dead crocodile had been tagged as a
hatchling in 1986. When found dead from the cold in January, the crocodile, at age 24, weighed 450
pounds and was 13 feet long.

End of an Era
Recently Lower Matecumbe lost two of the first modern era residents of the island. Ruth and Buck
Starck were Florida Keys legends who died just four days apart. Buck had been fishing the waters
around Islamorada long before Islamorada became the “Sportfishing Capital of the World.” Perhaps it
was partly because of his fishing skills and charisma that fishermen first started flocking to our area.
Shortly after the end of World War II, the entire island of Lower Matecumbe was sold to Lewis Hall,
Jack Davis and Ellis Gideons for $120,000, just $130/acre. About 17 acres of the upper end were then
resold to Capt. Buck and Ruth Starck in 1946. The Starcks moved a small lime packing house to their
property to serve as construction quarters while building the first permanent residential home on the island. Next door they built Starck's Fishing Camp. The Starks joined the owners of Wynn Tyner's Toll
Gate Inn and Fish camp, as the only full-time residents of Lower Matecumbe Key at the time.
In 1976, Starck’s Fishing Camp became what is now Robbie’s Marina when the property was leased to
Robbie and Mona Reckwerdt. It is now owned and operated by son Michael Reckwerdt and his wife
Annie. Until their death, the Starks continued to live in the house next to Robbie’s.
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Wastewater Update
The newly seated Village Council held an all day wastewater workshop on Wednesday March 31 to provide an opportunity to evaluate and debate the village direction and how the new council make-up may impact what is done
in the future. While no firm decisions are made at workshops, the community got a hint of the controversies that
must be resolved.
Fix North Plantation Key
All five members of council were clear on one issue. Fixes to the North Plantation Key (NPK) system is the top
priority. Costs will run near $1.5 million and design and repairs will take more than a year. The costs will come
from Village-wide funds, not just property owners on NPK.
Wastewater Assessment
Last September the Islamorada council approved a controversial wastewater assessment of approximately $23
million to begin village-wide design work and to fund construction of a collection system for Middle Plantation Key.
Several lawsuits are pending claiming this assessment did not meet legal requirements. Two new councilmen,
Bob Johnson and Dave Purdo were among the plaintiffs in one of the suits, but removed themselves once elected.
At the workshop, there was discussion about repealing the assessment and starting over again with a different
methodology for distributing costs to property owners. The council remained divided on that issue. The finance
director confirmed that none of the assessment money has been spent yet.
Johnson and Purdo insist that the assessment must be corrected. The assessment methodology has vacant lot
owners and single family homeowners paying more than 4 times what most condo unit owners pay. They feel assessing vacant lot owners who may never get permits to build is not realistic. Numerous other inequities or irregularities are itemized as part of the lawsuit filed against the village.
Vice Mayor Achenberg and Philipson believe the assessment should be left in place to avoid delays in village progress.
Wastewater Plan
On January 28, 2010, the prior council approved the modification to the Islamorada Wastewater Master Plan that
specified the intent to do a village-wide central collection system with a pipeline that would ship the wastewater to
the Key Largo regional plant at MM100 for treatment. Total estimated cost for this Islamorada plan, not including
North Plantation Key, is $132 million. At the workshop, there seemed to be little objection to the Key Largo option,
though numerous obstacles were mentioned, including lack of re-use facilities, evacuation concerns, and disaster
recovery if the only treatment plant is damaged.
The council discussed putting in a transmission line (“spine”) to Key Largo from the south end of Upper Matecumbe as the first step. That would allow package plant owners and other properties along U.S. One to hook up
quickly without having to design and install the more complicated collection systems needed in neighborhoods.
Wastewater Board
The council wants to consider having an elected board to deal with all wastewater issues.
New Legislation
The legislature is currently in session and will be voting on bills that are likely to extend the wastewater deadline
from July 2010 to December 2015. At the same time, they appear ready to require that the upgrades be accomplished by installing central sewers throughout the Keys. Traditionally, the state has mandated the standards but
left it up to local government to determine how to reach that standard.
The legislation may also provide for a referendum to allow voters in Monroe County to vote on a sales tax that
could provide approximately $20 million in funding each year for the next 20 years to be used countywide.
Funding
There is a possibility of Federal funding and State funding, each providing the possibility of approximately $30 million for Islamorada. However, none is guaranteed. Every level of government is struggling with difficult budget
concerns.
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Let’s Do our Part
A number of our members have worked diligently throughout the year to keep our oceanside
beaches clear of the debris that floats in. Their efforts help to assure that Anne’s Beach and Sea
Oats Beach are areas we can all enjoy and be proud of. Join in the effort! Let us know if you’d like
to be notified when there is a beach clean-up day. Or just go out yourself with a garbage bag and
enjoy the weather and the beach knowing you can make a difference.
For those of you who have private beaches, you can help too. If you keep your own beach clean,
that helps tremendously, as all the debris tends to move with the tide if we’re not “tidy.”
When you are using the bike path—take a garbage bag along once in a while and pick up the litter.
We have an island we are all proud of. We need to do our part to keep it pristine. There are so
many special treasures on Lower Matecumbe… get out and enjoy our island. If you have ideas
you’d like to share about making the community a better place, we’d love to hear from you.

Membership Dues
Quite a few of our members are not up to date on their dues. Your dues enable us to work on important projects, pay for newsletters, and keep our organization active and working toward all of our
goals. If you could please check your records… if you have not paid since September, 2009, your
dues are still due for 2010. Please send them to
LMKA
P.O. Box 911
Islamorada FL 33036
$20 for family; $12 for individual.

Real Estate Sales—by the Numbers
Comparing the real estate sales in Islamorada last year to the sales five years ago, it is clear, that
the real estate market is not yet back. There were 394 qualified sales in 2004 and only 143 in all of
2009. The percentage of sales under $500,000 has increased by 8%, but remember, this is not an
indication of how the prices of individual properties have been impacted. It only shows which price
ranges are selling. The fact there are so few sales now compared to five years ago, indicates there
is less demand. It is definitely a buyer’s market with great deals to be had.

Total
Under $500,000
$500K- $1 million
Over $1 million

2004 % of Tot
394
156
40%
165
42%
73
19%

2009 % of Tot
143
69
48%
52
36%
22
15%
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Lower Matecumbe’s Hidden Jewel
By Mary Ann Sturken, LMKA member
My husband, Craig, and I had the pleasure of meeting Suzy and Alan Sankpill who own the Parmelee estate, or “palm tree plantation” as it is referred to by locals. Suzy is the daughter of the late Alfred and
Dorothy Parmelee who bought the property in the latter part of the 1950’s.
Mr. Parmelee bought the land in five separate parcels and did all of the necessary work, including dredging and sitework, for the development and ultimate sale of a community such as Port Antigua. Clearly, he
had a vision for this property. The property was drawn up with lots which were to be sold for homesites.
The Parmelees bought fill from the government to cover the property and in 1962, the land was pure
white from the sand fill that covered the property. All of this was done before Port Antigua was begun. Ultimately, the Parmelees did not pursue the plan of selling homesites because they loved the nature and
beauty of the land and decided to leave it as it was. A friend of the Parmelees, Mary Ikert, who ran the
drawbridge at Indian Key Fill back then, planted the first palm trees on the estate; they were Jamaican
Tall coconut palms.
Mr. Parmelee originally came down to this area of the Keys from Kansas City in the late 1930’s to fish, but
he fell in love with the area and bought the property here. He and his wife also built a home near Bud ‘n
Mary’s, bought property in the area that is today known as “The Moorings,” and also owned the Cinemorada Theater, which is today the Island Christian Church.
Suzy and Alan Sankpill inherited the land in 1977 and are the sole owners. After they inherited the property, they considered having a palm tree business. They estimate that the property contains over 4000
palm trees and they have personally planted most of them. They applied to the zoning board years ago to
have their property zoned agricultural but were denied the request and were told there was no
“agricultural zoning” here, so they dropped the idea of developing a palm tree business.
In addition to the palm trees, Suzy’s
mother, Deo, also planted Melaleuca,
Oleanders, and Green and Silver Buttonwood. With such a large property and so
many palm trees, the Sankpills hired a
good friend to be caretaker of the property. He spends at least three days every
week working there and carries a gun for
safety. They said he has never missed a
day of work.
Unless you have flown over the property
in an airplane, you would never know that
there is a canal within the property that
opens up to the bay at the dead-end of
Sapodilla. The Sankpills said there is extensive manatee life in this canal due to
its very private and protected environment.
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There is a small home on the property at the water’s edge, which offers a fabulous view of Florida Bay.
It was built in approximately 1959. Mr. Parmelee had a company in England and the lawyer for the company came for a visit and asked if he could buy some of the land and build a house on the property.
The Parmelees agreed but said if he ever decided to sell it, he must sell it back to them, which he did.
The Parmelees eventually lived in the home after they sold their home near Bud ‘n Mary’s.
The Sankpills live in this bright and cheerful home with their dog, Kilo, and their cat, Aristotle. They also
spend a good part of their time in Kansas City. Their grown children and grandchildren also like to
spend time here and come often for visits.
We walked part of the property, which encompasses 40 acres, with Suzy and Alan and were able to
see some very special animals that currently live on the property…the only pair of nesting American
Bald Eagles in the Keys. They have been nesting there for over four years and have had two eaglets
each year. The nest is huge and Alan said that someone from the Audubon Society who visited them
said the nests can weigh anywhere from 400 to 500 pounds, or more. The Sankpills treasure these
guests and do everything necessary to protect their habitat. (How lucky we are to be residents of Lower
Matecumbe Key and have America’s symbol of freedom living amongst us!)
The Sankpills are very dedicated to the wildlife on and around their property. As I mentioned earlier,
there are manatees in their area.
This winter, due to the cold spell, 431 manatees in Florida died. That’s over fifteen percent of the total
population in Florida…and several that died
were right here. The Village has placed
buoys with orange print that say “NO WAKE Idle speed 300 feet from shore” to protect the
manatee population and the Turtle grass right
off the Sankpills’ property. These buoys are
found all along the Keys and there is one on
either side of the Port Antigua Canal. Quite
often boaters can be seen going too fast between the shore and buoys, endangering the
manatees. The Sankpills’ one request was to
bring these buoys to people’s attention, in an
effort to protect the manatees.
The Islamorada Fire Department uses the
Sankpill property to train their search and rescue dogs, which are all German Shepherds.
The dogs are given commands in German,
rather than English, because they are trained
in Germany.
Our visit with the Sankpills was very special.
They were incredibly hospitable and invited us
into their home where we were able to have a
great visit. Their beautiful piece of Lower
Matecumbe is indeed outstanding!

President’s Corner

Membership Application/Renewal

By Gordon Hadley

Congradulations to all our newly elected village
councilpersons. Once again the voters from Lower
Matecumbe Key proved to be the most cohesive
and influential group of voters in the village. LMKA
looks forward to working with our new council.
This year's bike path walk might prove to be one
of the most successful ever. Although the
attendance was off from past years, due to
inclement weather, positive results are expected.
Village officials noted many of the code violations
along the bike path and commented on several of
the unsafe conditions.
Vice Mayor Don Achenberg offered the best bike
path suggestion anyone recalls hearing.
He questioned why Lower Matecumbe Key
Association doesn't compose a plan to improve
the safety and looks of the bike path, and submit
that plan to the village council. That makes perfect
sense, after all, it was LMKA that established the
bike path long before the village was incorporated.
This would not be a simple task. It would require
coordination with Florida Dept. of Transportation,
the village, FKEC, and of course, all of the
neighbors along the bike path.
Perhaps it's time we stop expecting other to make
our bike path safer and do something about it
ourselves.
Please help make our bike path safer and more
asthetic. Send all your suggestions to
gordo0621@aol.com

First Name(s): _____________________________
Last Name: ________________________________
Mailing Address: __________________________
_____________________________________________
Local Address: ____________________________
Phone (local): _____________________________
Other phone: ______________________________
Email: ___________________________________

Provide your email please!
Get your newsletter faster and save LMKA printing/postage
costs! We only use the email address to send newsletters, information and reminders about Lower Matecumbe.

Make check payable to
LMKA P. O. Box 911, Islamorada, FL 33036
Family $20; Single $12

Enclose a note if you will serve on the Board,
volunteer with projects or newsletter or if you
have ideas for making our community better.

Lower Matecumbe Key Assoc
P. O. Box 911
Islamorada, FL 33036

