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Roe v Wade Protests -The Time to Fight for Reproductive
Health IS NOW
By: Katee Rose
We cannot move forward when taking steps
back. Yes, it's 2022 and women across America
just lost control and choice over their own bodies and futures. They have lost their right to
privacy in matters concerning their health and
bodies, supposedly protected under the 14th
amendment. The US Supreme Court officially
reversed Roe v Wade on June 24th declaring
that the consititutional right to abortion, which
has been upheld for half a century, no longer
exisits. How many laws exist that regulate
men's agency over their bodies and choices?
None.
This means that roughly half of the states in
US will roll back abortion rights with more
restricitions likely to follow. Justices Breyer,
Sotomayor and Kagan wrote “young women
today will come of age with fewer rights than
their mothers and grandmothers….from the
very moment of fertilization, a woman has no
rights to speak of. A state can force her to bring
a pregnancy to term even at the steepest personal and familial costs.” For example, there
is currently a woman in prision in the state of
Oklahoma who had a miscarriage. It can now
be considered manslaughter to not carry a fetus to term. In another case in the state of Alabama, a young woman was actually sued by
her unborn baby who she decided to terminate
as she was just graduating high school and was
not ready to be a mother and wanted to further
her education. There are even cases where
women's phones have been confiscated and
searched for histories of researching contraceptives and Plan B pills, and this history of
searching for resources can be held against
them in a court of law.
States will now be able to ban abortions for
any reason. States that have decade old abortion bans on their books could reinstate those
laws and many of them are ready to enforce
these bans immediately. Sue Harrington expresses feeling sad. “I feel sad that I have to
be doing this again, after women's fighting and
fighting and fighting to get rights in my early
20s. It's very sad. I feel like there is a line that
has to be drawn and everytime we get our rights
infringed on we need to get back and try to
wake people up and fight together. We're going in the wrong direction in so many ways
and I can't sit by. Even though we're all tired,
we can't take a break from politics these days,
we just can't, it's really important. I want people
to know that there are a lot of people that do
support women having a choice and I think a
lot of people don't know that because the media wants to sensationalize the other perspective and we have a supreme court that is so
wack right now. It's not really following the
constitution, it's about a political agenda. We
have a lot of work to do,” she commented.
Jane Roe (Norma McCorvey) was a young
woman from the state of Texas back in the late
60s, which had some of the strictest bans on
abortion even in cases of documented rape or
incest. This woman was pregnant at age 22 and
wanted to terminate due to her circumstances.
At that time it was financailly inacccessbile to
most women to have a safe and legal abortion.
This led many women to have to seek self induced abortions or “back alley” abortions
which can be dangerous. There are estimates
that during the 1950s and 60s there were anywhere from 200,000 to 1.2 million “illegal”
aboritions per year, according to the
Guttmacher Institute. After being unable to
terminate her pregnancy McCorvey was
reffered to attorneys Linda Coffee and Sarah
Weddington, who were interested in challeng-

Protesters along Hwy 61 in Grand Marais, opposing the US Supreme Court’s decision to
overturn Roe v Wade. (photo by Katee Rose)
ing anti-abortion laws. Henry Wade was the
district attorney of Dallas County where
McCorvey lived. In June of 1970 a Texas district court ruled that the the states abortion ban
was illegal because it violated a contitutional
right to privacy. The case was appealed and
went to the US Supreme Court. On Jan 22, 1973
there was a 7-3 decision in favor of Jane Roe,
holding that women in the US had a fundamental right to choose whether to have abortions without excessive goverment restricition,
and striking down Texas's aborition ban as unconstitutional.
There is no outlawing abortions, only safe
abortions. This decision to overturn Roe v
Wade could lead us into a very dark and dangerous chapter for women's rights and their
health. The decision to have an abortion is typically motivated by multiple, diverse and interrelated reasons. Whether that be due to lack of
finances, stable and safe housing, health reasons, pregnancy interfering with a woman's
education, work, or ability to care for dependents. As well as the simple fact, we don't have
healthcare here and some women may know
they are unprepared for motherhood and not
wanting to be a single mother without a partner or family support. Some folks think that
adoption is an option, but in reality the system
is already flooded with children needing homes
and supportive families. Has anyone noticed
that the earth is currently overpopulated and
in the middle of a total climate catastrophe?
Folks in our North Shore communities decided to get out and speak up about this dangerous decision that will affect women across
the country. One of the protests that took place
was located at the intersection at Hwy 61 and
1 in Grand Marias. Several women of all ages
showed up with signs in support of women's
rights this past weekend and hope to make a
regular appearance in solidarity with women
across the country Friday afternoons at 5pm.
“It's outrageous, a basic human right. If we
can't have control of our bodies from the skin
in, we have nothing. There's been a lot of silence, for a whole week, no one was talking
about it, and I'm so glad that we're here and
talking about it. It's only the beginning, that's
the scary part,” says one protester.
Carol Langer was among the women in attendance on Hwy 61 this past weekend. “I
came out because our mothers really had very
few rights. I grew up in the 50s and 60s and

we worked so long and so hard to be the first
ever to have these rights at all. To have someone roll that back on us, our ability to choose
for ourselves, make choices for ourselves, I
have to be out here expressing this. I think it's
an important moment of history and we can't
just lay back and let it happen because we'll
roll right back to where our mothers were,”
she comments.
For many older women who were witnesses
and victims of the historical oppression of
women in the past, the idea of going backwards
instead of forwards, for women to be equal, is
an excruciating and painful sight. “My mom,
Shirley Anderson, just passed away this year
and she fought for women's rights in a lot of
different ways. She was a trailblazer in fighting for women's rights to play sports, play outside, play games. I need to honor my mom.
She can't leave this planet and then we go backwards. I got my niece coming up and they need
to be human beings of full stature, they can't
just be second class citizens, that's not okay, it
was never okay. I benefited from the work of
my mother and all of her compatriots and it's
time for me to step up,” says Carrie Anderson,
one woman present at the rally.
“There were a lot of different feminist issues
at that time and abortion rights were one of
'em, but they all rolled in together. We were
having evening women take back the night
marches. All of these issues tie together and
every single one of them is important…We
cooked dinners for women coming in from out
of town to join the marches, had gatherings of
bringing people together for lots of reasons to
build consciousness about the issues, and then
it did become a bit more mainstream. Now to
have a select minority say we are gonna go
back to the stone age is just not right.”
It's hard to say what will happen from here,
but it is important for supporters of a woman's
right to stand together. “Right now in this moment I feel wonderful. I am with this group of
empowered and incredible people and we are
doing something really important,'' says Jenna,
another woman at the rally.
There are plenty of ways to step up in support of women's rights. You can volunteer, raise
your voice on social media platforms, talk with
your neighbors and community about these
issues, start a fundraiser, attend marches and
protests, or donate to women's movements and
organizations.
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