SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON WOODTURNERS
NEWSLETTER – MARCH 2016

Regular meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month. We will
meet at our regular time and place this month.
NEXT MEETING –
7:00 p.m. Wednesday, March 23, 2016 at Friends of the Carpenter, 1600
W 20th St, Vancouver, WA.
Demonstrator: Mike Fierra

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
It’s hard to believe that Spring is upon us and I hope everyone is over whatever crud was going around and is in
their shops turning wood these days.
This year I am looking forward to our 2nd annual auction and, although our first tool sale/swap wasn’t what it
could have been, there was still a good turnout. Those who attended previewed the newest video to our
collection, Ashley Harwood ‘s video on turning ornaments and finials.
The Ashley Harwood demonstration at Cascade Woodturners meeting, with all day demonstration and all day
workshop, was attended by a couple members who helped fill up the class and I believe everyone got their
money’s worth. Hopefully we have as much success with our next collaboration with the Cascade Woodturners
club, which will be a like-series with Eric Lofstrom from the Seattle area.
Eric is known for his unique turnings and will be visiting the Portland area in November. We have made
arrangements for up four of Southwest Washington members to sign-up for his class and demonstrations. This
will be our second of what I hope to be many collaborations.
This has been a busy winter so far, and when I wasn’t down with a cold or flu, I was able to find a few logs to
add to the wood pile. With some help from a few members we managed to clear three trees that had been
offered to me. They were a black locust, black walnut and a big leaf maple. TIm Small even found a cherry and
Hazelnut orchard that he was able to share with a few members too.
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Here are a few pictures of the logs I found and what it looked like after we finished.
There seem to be a few more opportunities for gathering some of these beauties and I will let the membership
know when they come available. So if you are not getting my emails, then let me know as I always have two or
three email addresses that come back as undeliverable.
On another note, we have finally obtained the new (although used) lathe that we had talked about getting and
will have our other lathe for sale as noted in this newsletter. This wouldn’t have been possible if it weren’t for
our member Rick Rich’s Class on spindle turning, who raised $800.00 to be used toward the purchase.
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As soon as we can get the wheel set up installed, we will move the other lathe out and the new one in. The
lathe was previously owned by a founding member, Dick Carlson and was offered to us when he decided, for
health reasons, that he wouldn’t be able to continue wood turning. I would personally like to thank Mr. Carlson
for the opportunity to purchase such a fine machine. It is a Powermatic 35-20 and I look forward to being able
to upgrade our capabilities.
The next meeting we will have a presentation by local woodturner, Mike Fierra, whose style of woodturning and
embellishment you will certainly find interesting and I look forward to this meeting. Until then, take care and
keep turning.

Dan Baker
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ASHLEY HARWOOD AT CASCADE WOODTURNERS
FEBRUARY 18 - 20, 2016

Find out more about Ashley by visiting her website:
http://www.ashleyharwood.net/ashleyharwood/Home.html
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Update - Basic Spindle Turning Course
The spindle turning class started Saturday, March 12th with the first 4 hour block. The
participants range from beginner to more seasoned.
The first class focused on orientation to the lathe and tools, some basic turning techniques and
then right into it. We started with a cylinder, which once roughed into shape, was smoothed
with everyone's new favorite tool; the skew chisel! The next session will introduce the class to
bead turning, with the skew of course.
I thoroughly enjoyed the group and am looking forward to the next session which is scheduled
for Saturday, April 23rd. It is nice to have Brian Harte's help as an instructor, and the use of his
beautiful shop!

Rick Rich
FEBRUARY SHOW & TELL PHOTOS
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AAW NEWS

From Kathleen Duncan, Board Member – AAW Board of Directors
We continue to work on the Atlanta Symposium. My tasks will be to coordinate the Instant
Gallery and be the board liaison to the Women in Turning Hands-On room. To those who’ve
not been to a symposium, each attendee can bring up to three turned items. What we end up
with is a colossal “show and tell.” It is a wonderful place to see what our peers are doing
around the world, buy someone else’s work, and get lots of ideas for your own work.
This year marks AAW’s 30th anniversary. In conjunction with the symposium and to recognize
our long-standing members, we’ve added a feature to the web site. On this page, we are
sharing the stories of members who joined in 1986 and are still members today. Those of you
who are members have been receiving emails highlighting each of these members. You can go
to the page and see all the member stories.
http://www.woodturner.org/default.asp?page=30YearProfiles

Kathleen

UPCOMING EVENTS
AAW Symposium, Atlanta, GA June 9-12, 2016. For details, go to
http://www.woodturner.org/?page=2016Atlanta
A list of woodturning events in the US and throughout the world can be found at:
http://www.morewoodturningmagazine.com/subscription.php
From Kathleen Duncan: I'd like to tell you about several events in which my guild, the Pacific
Northwest Woodturning Guild, will be participating this Spring.
-

The "Gathering of the Guild." This event is scheduled for April 22-24 at the Portland
Convention Center. https://www.facebook.com/gatheringoftheguilds. In addition to
woodturning, this event includes arts and crafts in metal, wood, glass, and fiber.

-

The "Vancouver Recycled Art Festival" will be June 25-26. This is always a fun event.
Once again this year, the Guild will have a lathe and be demonstrating woodturning both
days. http://www.recycledartsfestival.com/

Woodturners of Olympia – See the flyer below:
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ARTICLES / MEMBER SHARING

Are you willing to write a short story or tutorial? If you have something that you
think would be of interest to other members, send it to the editor. All input is
needed by the 10th of the month.
COMMERCIALS

Shop and save at these businesses with your SWWWT membership card.
Gilmer Wood Co. – Portland, OR
Rockler Woodworking and Hardware – Beaverton, OR
Woodcraft – Tigard, OR
Woodcrafters – Portland, OR
North Woods Figured Wood – Gaston, OR. Here’s a recent email flyer:

Sent: Fri, Mar 18, 2016 6:01 am
Subject: News from the Woods
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Hello Everyone,
Thanks to all of you who braved the elements to come out to our
Spring Open House last Saturday! We made friends, we ate
chocolates, we found out the fungi that makes spalted wood are
stressed out, territorial little creatures. Thank you, Sara Robinson!
It was a blast!
We look forward to seeing what everyone makes with all the beautiful
wood that found good homes this last weekend.
If that was too subtle a hint: Send Pictures! :)
Happy Woodworking!
Les and Susan
www.nwfiguredwoods.com

Shokwood back in stock...for the moment

Our beautiful Cast Resin-Wood Hybrid Bottle Stopper blanks are back in
stock, but who knows for how long? We also have new colors like Teal
Witte(above), Copper Blues and the aptly named red, white and blue
'Merica blank.
At $16 a piece, the 50 or so we have in stock are going to go fast.

Wood Project & Turning Blog
Here is a two-fer for you guys. A great, easy to do turning project AND a great, easy
to read turning blog called Turning For Profit. Robin Dalziel shows you how to make
this simple wood brain teaser first produced by French mathematician Edouard
Lucas in 1883. You can find Robin's blog and how to make your own Tower of Hanoi
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clicking here.

Robin Dalziel is the author at the blog Turning For Profit. His blog guides
the would-be wood turning entrepreneur in techniques and projects that
can generate income for those so inclined, and fun projects for those who
are not.
TurningForProfit.com

Featured Woodworker
Tracy Fowler
I have been woodworking for over 20 years, got started in wood working in Junior
High School (many years ago) and have continued it since, mainly as a hobby. My
woodworking styles have tended to shift throughout the years, and am always trying
new things and tecniques. I enjoy furniture building, lathe turning, and cabinetry but
my passion is power carving, mainly fish replicas (Salmon, trout, halibut, grayling,
etc), which I got into about 10 years ago. I have fish carvings in many art galleries
throughout Alaska.
Im always looking for the curliest, burled, wild grained wood possible as my carvings
are left natural, which led me to NW Figured Woods. I now use NW Figured woods
for 100% of all my fish carvings as they continue to find me the most beautiful pieces
of wood! You can see some of my work at

www.facebook.com/FishaholicWoodCarvings

Bulk rate or wholesale rate: Any single order over $1,500 is 25% off. The order
can be you, or your turning club. Any combination is fine with us, as long as it's a
single order. If you belong to a Turning or Woodworker club, please ask your
President to contact us for wholesale order info. Commercial accounts: If you have
a favorite Wood Craft store or other local commercial Wood outlet that you'd like to
see stock our wood, please let us know.

North Woods
PO Box 808, Forest Grove OR 97116
service@nwfiguredwoods.com
800-556-3106, 503-357-9953
Susan & Les

Refer a friend! Ask them to join and become a member of the Southwest
Washington Woodturners. It’s low-priced easy fun.
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SWWWT – PRIVATE SALES
Your ads selling woodturning or related items. To list an item for sale, send the editor an e-mail
at tr60rr@gmail.com by the 10th of the month. Photos are OK. Ads will run once. To repeat or
continue the ad, please advise each month.

Turning Wood: Over 25 tons of interesting
turning wood logs and chunks in Vancouver.
Latest acquisition is about a ton of beautiful
Siberian
elm.
Contact
Tim
at
wtsmall@comcast.net, 360-989-7721.

Woodfast Lathe: The club lathe is
for sale. We’re asking $800. Contact
Dan Baker at
ridgewoodworks@aol.com,
360-608-0421

MORE WOODTURNING MAGAZINE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER CONTENT

YOUR MONTHLY ONLINE WOODTURNING MAGAZINE
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View this month’s content

View Sample Issue

Subscribe – Only $25 / year

Turning a Tulip
by John Wolf
I was visiting a woodworking store the other day and spotted a turned tulip sitting
on a shelf. I don’t recall seeing plans for turning one of these, so I hope you find
this helpful.
I start with a piece of square straight-grained wood. In this case I’m using stock
ripped from a piece of scrap 2 X 4 construction lumber. I have made these tulips in
several sizes, but I like those from 1-inch square stock the best. I cut the piece
about 6 inches long. The jaws on my chuck will securely hold this size of square
stock directly without having to turn a spigot first. Your chuck may require a
different approach to hold the stock securely.

The end of the stock that will become the blossom end of the tulip must have a
centerline marked down two adjacent sides for about 1 inch in length.
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Use a French curve to draw a visually pleasing curve from one end of the
centerline to the corner. Flip the French curve over to the other side of that same
face of the blank and repeat the process. This forms a curved “V” shape centered
on the side with the mouth of the “V” at the end of the blank. Repeat this layout
process on the adjacent side.

Use a scroll saw, coping saw or similar tool to cut along the “V” shaped curves you
have just drawn.
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Flip the block and cut out the other “V.” This creates the mouth of the tulip flower.

Mount the blank in your chuck with the recently cut end on the tailstock side.

16

Using a sharp spindle gouge delicately turn the flower shape starting at the very tip
of the flower. The tip has only a small amount of wood that needs to be removed.
Proceed with care! Further down the flower there is more wood to be removed.
With the wood spinning it is easy to see the cut out shape of the “V” that will help
you gauge when the profile is “OK”.

Stop the lathe periodically to determine whether you have made the flower round
without remaining flat spots.
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Continue turning the flower until you have a shape that is approximately like a
tulip. Gently sand the turned contour, and then stop the lathe to sand the saw-cut
surfaces as well.

Turn the first 1/2 inch of the flower’s stem just below the bowl. I reduce it to a
diameter that looks appropriate rather than measuring it. That said, mine are
generally between 1/8 and 3/16 diameter. Once you have done this first section of
stem, proceed to turn the next 1/2 inch down to its finished diameter. Repeat this
process until you have made all the stem you can without running into your chuck.
Turning the stem in this step-wise fashion greatly reduces the risk of breaking it.
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Remove your tulip from the chuck. You may find your tulip quite satisfactory and
without need of further embellishment. I often color mine, however, typically with
water based transparent stains. Some times I glue the bases of several together for a
grouping. On other occasions I have cut the stems free from the turning base and
placed them in a turned weed pot.
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