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"Faith is the conviction that God knows more than we do
about this life and He will get us through it."
— Max Lucado
"A ship in harbor is safe, but that is not what ships are
built for."
— William Shedd
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NOVEMBER 1ST

All are invited to join
us for an observance of All Saints Day, Wednesday,
November 1st with a brief half-hour quiet service of
Holy Eucharist beginning at 6:30 PM, just prior to
Vestry meeting. This beautiful evening service will
be held in our 1801 Chapel and is a very meaningful
way to remember those who have gone before us.
Tea light candles will be in place on the chapel
windowsills as a reminder that we are surrounded
by the community of saints both present and past.
All Saints will also be celebrated at weekend
services, with special music at Sunday’s 10:30
service.

The Rev. Dr. David R. Green, D. Min., AOJN

This month I'm pleased to share an excerpt from Deacon Sally's
recent excellent Partnership Sunday homily…
“Each week at the offering we say: “all things come of thee,
Oh Lord, and of thy own hath we given thee”
We return to God what is God’s. We give in
gratitude and love, we honor the resources
that have been given to us and we honor the
One who provides. We practice stewardship!
Each one of us is a unique individual with
God-given talents and skills for ministry, we
are partners in living and spreading the
gospel. These gifts are for the greater good,
the Kingdom of God. Love, humility and
gratitude fuel our development and use of
these gifts for the greater good, wherever
these gifts and talents are used. We make a
difference! We may never know the impact, the difference we
make…but other people will…and it may spur them into service.
We are the hands and feet. We are in partnership with God and
each other, practicing being present to others and participating.
God is always present. The provision of God always freely given.
As children of God we are never abandoned, and we learn and
relearn this our entire spiritual life. Years ago Tom and I
inherited an aloof, independent cat who chose to live outdoors.
Bea had no desire to live inside and be part of our family of
assorted kids, dogs and cats. However she was quite willing to
receive a bowl of food twice a day, clean water, and the shelter of
her own cat house. She allowed my son to scratch her back, briefly
and rarely. She allowed no one else to touch her. She spent years
living in our yard, sleeping in the sun in a pile of leaves under a
bush, showing up like clockwork to be fed. One sunny day I was
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sitting on the porch taking advantage of a break in my schedule to
catch up on some reading. Bea walked over and sat by my feet. To
my silent surprise she placed her front feet on the edge of the chair,
made eye contact with me, and hopped up into my lap, circled
several times and curled up to take a nap. I
sat perfectly still, quiet, during her nap. I
cannot express the joy I felt. After about 20
minutes she stood up, stretched, hopped
down and sauntered away. I was so grateful
for those precious minutes of her
participation, her move toward relationship.
And then “the penny dropped” and in sorrow
I acknowledged my own lack of gratitude for
my many, many years spent out of relationship with God but in full
receipt and acceptance of God’s provision.
In the last eighteen years I have learned that: I am responsible
for expressing my gratitude for the love and provision of God in my
life. No one can do this for me.This expression of gratitude is a
spiritual need. It is an acceptance of my own vunerability and it is
an acknowledgement of the blessing of God’s constant love. Each of
us is responsible for expressing our gratitude to God for the love
and provision of God. Each of us is a beloved child of God!
“The mystery of God, which once seemed outside and beyond us,
has made a home within us.”
- Robert A. Jonas in the forward to Henri Nouwen Discernment

Let us pray: “ Oh God, giver of life and source of our freedom,
we are reminded that Yours is “the earth in its fullness; the world
and those who dwell in it.” We know that it is from your hand that
we have received all we have and are and will be. Gracious and
loving God, we understand that you call us to be the stewards of
Your abundance, the caretakers of all you have entrusted to us.
Help us always to use your gifts wisely and teach us to share them
generously. May our faithful stewardship bear witness to the love
of Christ in our lives. We pray this with grateful hearts in Jesus’
name. Amen.”
- Stewardship Prayer from the Diocesan Stewardship group
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Submitted by Carol Heist
on behalf of the Children’s Ministry Team

Gift Card Bingo’s almost here!
St. Gabriel's will be hosting another fun "Pick Your Own Gift
Card" Bingo on Sunday, November 5th from
2 - 5 pm. Invite your friends and neighbors
and don't miss this family fun event to play
and try to win gifts cards to WAWA, Kohl's,
Target, Movie Theater and many more.
Tickets are $20 in advance and $25 at the
door. See or call Anna Miller for more
information (610) 970-8911 or
annamaemiller@verizon.net.
Also, if you can help with this fundraiser, by baking for and/or
working at the snack table, confirming winner, etc. please contact
Anna. You can help and still play, too.
After reviewing our attendance records for
the past year, we have decided to no longer have
the Second Saturday Breakfast each month.
However, the good news is we will continue our
three biggest events:
•
•
•

December 9th – Saturday - (Breakfast with Santa)
March 10th – Saturday - (Breakfast with Easter Bunny)
May 13th – Sunday - Mother’s Day Breakfast

DESSERT SALE
These delicious frozen desserts, great for the Holidays, will again
be sold to benefit our Youth Ministry program. This year the sale
will be by PREORDER ONLY (no truck!) Cash/checks are due
with orders, and all orders are due Sunday, November 12th. Pick
up at church Saturday, Nov. 18th from 11 am -2 pm. Look for flyers
in the back of the church and at coffee hour, see any youth, or
contact Kelly Ash (610)780-9568.
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We recently celebrated Partnership Sunday, where we all
pledged our time, talents, and treasures to St. Gabriel’s and God
for 2018. Please read about help that is needed for our children
throughout the year and offer your help. Your time would be so
appreciated by the children. In December we will need help fitting
children with their costumes for the Annual Nativity Pageant.
Blessing Bags were assembled with residents of the Personal
Care Unit of the Villa. The Elementary and Junior Youth Classes
visited the Villa during Sunday School recently. Blessing Bags
contain items such as: snacks, canned meat, socks, washcloth,
wipes, hand warmers, and other items someone in need might
need. The idea is a child takes a bag and gives it to someone as a
blessing. The children were challenged to keep their eyes open for
someone who might need a blessing – to let that person know
someone cares.We want the children to understand that they
should take what they are blessed with and share that blessing
with others who may not have the same. Many thanks to Carly
Greenwald who organized this visit and to those who donated the
blessing bag items. Future visits to the Villa are being planned!
November 5 is All Saints Sunday. We honor all saints who
have gone before us. We have living saints of all kinds on the
Children’s Ministry Team who teach and help our children each
Sunday. Some are parents, grandparents, educators, retired folk,
workers in various professions, and we all find joy in working with
children. Thanks be to God for these saints!
DATES TO NOTE ON YOUR CALENDAR:
Nov. 12
Nov. 26

Children’s Ministry Team Meeting
Christ the King Sunday – look for our crowns!

Looking ahead to December, plans are being made for our
annual Nativity Pageant to be held on Christmas Eve. Look for
more information in the December Messenger!
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Calling New Acolytes!
Attention children ages 8 and up: you are needed to serve as
acolytes at St. Gabriel’s. In order to become an acolyte, a person
must:
1.

be a baptized Christian, 8 years
old or older

2.

have a desire to serve God and
His people in worship

3.

be willing to attend acolyte
training and serve as needed

4.

make his or her desire to serve
known to the clergy or acolyte
instructor

An acolyte training day will be scheduled before the holidays.
Lisa Maynard will be our instructor assisted by Carol Heist.
Current acolytes are encouraged to attend the training to refresh
their skills.
A second training day will be scheduled for crucifers, who
must be 13 years of age or older.
Please sign up for Acolyte Training by contacting Carol Heist
at 610-404-0698 or heistca@aol.com as soon as possible. The exact
date and time will be announced by the middle of November.
Being an acolyte is a wonderful way for children and young
adults to give of their time and talent in worship with their St.
Gabriel’s Family.

!

"So what to do? Two Things, it seems to me. At least two.
One, use up each day. Fill it overflowing with good.
Deliberately enjoy it. Two, begin now. Mend a fractured
friendship, mail an overdue letter, repair a broken heart,
lay aside a grievance, act on a noble impulse. As we all
know, "The night cometh".”
— Lanny Henninger
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Be an angel to a child or senior this Christmas!
St. Gabriel's yearly tradition of
participating in the Reading area Salvation
Army Christmas Gift Angel program
continues! In a few weeks, tags with names,
ages, clothing sizes and special requests of
children in need will be available in a basket
at the back of the church for people to take
and use as a guide to purchase the gifts. (The
Learning Center will have tags on a tree downstairs for their staff
and parents to take.)
The Good Shepherd Learning Center is again coordinating
the collection. In order for the gifts to be picked up by the Salvation
Army in time for distribution, it’s important that all gifts be
brought to the church by Sunday, December 10th (St. Nicholas
Sunday), when they will be presented to the altar during the
10:30 AM service. Please bring your WRAPPED gifts, with the
angel tag securely attached to the outside, to one of the weekend
services, or drop them off at the church during office hours the
week before. Be sure to tie together multiple packages for each
recipient so that no gifts are lost.

KNITTED DONATIONS
ACCEPTED FOR SEAMEN’S
INSTITUTE - Since 1898,
during the Spanish American War, volunteers of the Seamen's
Church Institute have knitted, collected, packed, and distributed
gifts to mariners who are miles away from home during the
holidays. The gift consists of a handknit garment, a personal letter,
and information on services for mariners. The package also
includes items like hand lotion, lip balm, and toothbrushes that are
difficult to come by when working long stretches on the water.
If you have knitted scarves, hats or neck bands to add to this year's
Diocese of Bethlehem donation, please call the diocesan office at
610.691.5655.
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While we are waiting for autumn
to unpack her bags and stay, all of us
at the Learning Center are anxiously
looking forward to all of the upcoming
holiday excitement! We closed out
October with our annual Halloween
parade to the Villa and classroom parties. Our Preschool and PreK classes also went on a field trip to a pumpkin patch for fall fun.
In November the children will be learning about the autumn
harvest, Native Americans, Thanksgiving, and holidays and
traditions from around the world. We will be celebrating
Thanksgiving with a turkey feast in each of our classrooms.
The Pre-k daycare class will once again be hosting the children’s
families for a large feast in Adam’s Hall. Both of our Pre-K
classes will soon begin practicing for the Learning Center’s annual
Christmas Pageant scheduled for Friday, December 15th.

The following appeared in weekly bulletins
during the past two months:




The Order of the Daughters of the King is a devotional
group for women dedicated to Prayer, Service and
Evangelism. St. Gabriel’s “Angelus” Chapter meets at 7 PM
on the last Wednesday of each month. Ask any Daughter
wearing our special cross, or Fr. David, if you’re interested
in learning more.



The Good Shepherd Learning Center was opened in
September of 2000, as an answer to a dream of two women
in our Sunday School leadership, and after much prayer and
discernment about how St. Gabriel’s could best meet the
needs of families in our growing once- rural-now-suburban
community.



All Saints Day, Wed., Nov. 1st, will be observed with a short,
spoken (no music) Eucharist service at 6:30 PM in the 1801
Chapel, just prior to Vestry meeting. All are invited.



While we consider anyone who is an active participant in
our congregation a “member”, the Episcopal Church &
Diocese do not. If you’ve already been baptized, confirmed or
received at another Episcopal church, but haven’t
transferred your membership, it would help our
representation at Diocesan Convention to do so. Simply
contact parish administrator Sally Heist at the church office
610-385-3815 or office@stgabriels.us

We wish you a blessed and Happy Thanksgiving.
Miss Brianna, Pre-K Teacher

DONATE to KAJO KEJI REFUGE
BOOK FUND - Deacon Charlie Barebo
reported to Diocesan Convention on our
Kajo Keji brothers and sisters in refugee
camps in Uganda. Through New Hope, he
said, our diocese is providing funds for
schools and teachers that will reach more
than 4,000 children and youth.
To purchase books for these students, New
Hope is soliciting $20,000 in donations. Several thousand dollars
were pledged at convention, but more support is needed.
Donations can be sent to: Diocesan House, 333 Wyandotte St.,
Bethlehem, PA 18015, attention: Charlie Barebo (note "New Hope
Books on memo line").

-7-

While many of the communications from
church to our parish family and friends
are sent via e-mail, there are times when
we still need to mail through the good ol’
US Postal Service. Please remember to
notify the church office if your home
mailing address changes.
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Fall United Thank Offering Ingathering
November 11 & 12
The United Thank Offering
(UTO) is a ministry of the Episcopal
Church that provides a way for men,
women and children to give daily
thanks to God. The discipline starts in
the home by dropping coins into a
special container, known as the “Blue
Box”. Some Episcopalians fill only the
blue envelope at Ingathering time, but
toward the same purpose and with the
same sense of gratitude.
Every cent of these gifts is used to help others in the form of
grants for mission and ministry. Grants have been given to:
+ Make a religious retreat house in New York accessible to
persons with disabilities
+ Provide kitchen & bathroom facilities and carpeting for a
new classroom building constructed by volunteer mission
teams on an Indian Reservation in Blackfoot.
+ Purchase a facility to house a food pantry serving the poor
and immigrant population in West Texas.
The list goes on as there are so many critical needs. Please fill
the special blue-bordered UTO envelope from your offering
envelope packet and bring it to church with you the weekend of
Nov. 11 & 12 and place it in the offering plate. (If you can convert
your coins to a check or paper money before bringing in your
offering, that would be very much appreciated!) You may also mail
or bring any envelope with your offering check to the church, with
UTO on the memo line.“Blue Boxes”for your use in collecting for
future Ingatherings (the next one is in the spring) are available in
the back of the church and chapel. Be Thankful!
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Your holiday shopping can help St. Gabriel’s!
We are approaching the time of year where many of us are
making lists and checking them twice! Why not
check off some names on your gift giving list with
gift cards purchased right here at St. Gabriel’s?!
Remember, each card purchased earns 1% to 13%
for St. Gabriel’s.
Plan ahead….check your budget…...bring your
checkbook to church…..look at the list of retailers in
the spinner rack in the back of the church….complete a gold order
form…..order the cards you need. It’s easy!
Amazon, Chili’s, Applebee’s, iTunes, Starbucks, Subway, TJ
Maxx, JC Penney, Boscov’s, CVS, Barnes and Noble, Kohl’s,
Outback, Target, Wal-mart, GAP, Lands’ End, Panera Bread,
Walgreens, Weis Market, Best Buy, Home Depot, Lowe’s, Red
Lobster, Red Robin and the list goes on!
We usually have Giant, Redner’s, and
Wawa gift cards on hand for immediate
purchase, but other cards will need to be
ordered and might take a week or two to
arrive so plan ahead and order by
December 3rd
Join the Gift Card Ministry at St.
Gabriel’s! One of our personal shoppers can assist you in placing
your order.
Saturday: Winkie Reed
Sunday 8AM: Cissy McKeon and Carolyn Nippert;
Sunday 10:30: Carol Heist and Dory Reed.
Thank you very much in advance!

- 10 -

November Worship Lectionary
In preparation for worship, we invite you to
read and reflect on the following passages:
November 5, 2017
All Saints Sunday

Revelation 7:9-17
Psalm 34:1-10, 22
1 John 3:1-3
Matthew 5:1-12

November 12, 2017
23rd Sunday
after Pentecost
Proper 27

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
Psalm 78:1-7
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13

November 19, 2017
24th Sunday
after Pentecost
Proper 28

Judges 4:1-7
Psalm 123
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30

November 26, 2017
Last Sunday
after Pentecost
Christ the King

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm 100
Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46

ST. GABE’S APPAREL FOR SALE! - Flo Mano is
again taking orders for various clothing items
embroidered with St. Gabriel’s name and the
Episcopal Shield. These make great Christmas gifts and are a
great way to share the news/name of our church! See the enclosed
order form, and get it to Flo by November 26th!
COMMUNITY TABLE MEAL - Tuesday, November 28th is the
next date that St. Gabriel’s provides the meal for Hopewell Love’s
Community Table in Birdsboro. Various donations of items and $$
are needed. Contact Dianne Walker for info.
HELP WILL BE NEEDED to decorate the church and Chapel for
Christmas, which we’ll do this year after the service on Dec. 17th!
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The November Lay Ministry Schedule
and the St. St. Gabriel’s Apparel order form
appear below.
Link to our online calendar
through our website: www.stgabriels.us

PARISH FAMILY & FRIENDS IN NEED OF SPECIAL PRAYERS:
Ninette A.; Mary Jane Amoroso; Joan Andres; family of Baby Annie; John Barker;
George Bartalsky; Kathy Borneman; Christopher Browne; Rick Buckwalter; Caroline
C.; Holly C.; Jennifer Care; Ronald Care; Carol; “Caroline”; Courtney , Jim & baby boy
Connor; Margaret Crummy; Danny; Jed Dean; Theresa Debly; Joyce DeVanzo; Jim
Dilliplaine; Dolores; Sandy Douros; Peggy Drexel; Kathryn Ellwanger; Mark Endy;
Kathleen & Mary Flannigan; Gail; Helen Garland; Thomas Gentile; Elizabeth George;
Jeffrey & Ayla Gummel; Matthew Hall; LuAnn Hanley; Mike Harris; Theresa &
Christine Hawkins; Heather; Lynn Jackson; Debra Bird Jarvis; Debby Khateeb; Sharon
Kling; Harold Koehler; Liz Landes; Aytza Ledezma; Paul Lorenz; Lorraine S.; Drew
Mancuso; Charlie Mandrachia; “Mary”; Kimberly Marmentello; Bernadette Massaro;
Harold Maurer; John Mazzoni; Tom McHugh; the McKeon family; Miriam; Safaa
Mohammed; Susan Morris & son; Chuck Neuman; Frank Owsiany; Louise Parsons;
Winfield Parsons; Patti; Elliot Phillips & family; Rosemary Pollock; Ember Poppeti; Di
Porecca; Troy Richie & family; Bill Roberts; James Rooks; April Rosenbaum; Ernie
Runge, Jr.; the Russell family; Lee Sartell; Suzanne Siebert; Sharron Specht; Rita
Starkey; Chris Stewart; Blair Stockton; Kathleen Sweeny; Mary Lou Tate; Caroline
Terrell; Ted Trutnau; peace in Venezuela; Rich Vila; Christine Wesoloski; Judy Wink;
Garson Wunderlich; the York family
In the military: Jacob Bennett; Connor Cooper; Nick English; Zach English; Vince
Frasure; Alex & Gesine Ftorski; Adrienne Hunt; Jacoby Kellog; Jason Killian; Jeff
Lydic; Ben Martin; James Martin; Shannon McCorkle; Ross Morrison; Matthew Pawlik;
Jason Robbins; Daniel E. Vroman, Doug Wang
WE ALSO PRAY FOR Hopewell Love, St. Gabriel’s Good Shepherd Learning Center,
St. John's Episcopal Church, Sharon, PA (partner parish in Diocese of Northwestern
PA), North Parish (sister parish in Diocese of Bethlehem)

PARISH CYCLE OF PRAYER:
November 5

Clint and Terry Turnbaugh; John, Kimberly,Noah, Abigail, and
Ethan Unger; David, Beth, and Sam VanPelt; Daniel and
Sharon Varner

November 12

Pat Vroman; Dianne Walker; George, Jacqueline, Christian,
and Matthew Walsh; Betty Webster; Gloria Wishart; Lesley
Wood; Gordon and Linda Wray

November 19

Garson Wunderlich; Stanley and Gloria Yoder; Scott, Cathy,
Brittany, and Cassie Yorgey and Julia and Josh Lopuski; Ian
and Carol Young

November 26

The children, families, and staff of the Good Shepherd
Learning Center

For The Record:
Baptized:

September 24 - Rowan Vaughn Adamitis and Ethan Lee
October 29 - Benjamin Alfred Hawkins

Ministry Schedule for November 2017
Date

Nov 5, 2017

Nov 12, 2017

Nov 19, 2017

Nov 26, 2017

Tom
Pfeiffenberger
Tom
Pfeiffenberger
Tom
Pfeiffenberger
Patty
Care

Chuck
Nippert
Chuck
Nippert
Ann
Burgy
Carolyn
Nippert

Russ
McClellan
Lisa
Maynard
Vicki
Frankel
Lisa
Maynard
Linda
Wray
Jessica
Miller
Amiee
Miller

Suzanne
Siebert
Sally
Heist
Marilyn
Rittenhouse
Dianne
Walker
Joshua
Heckman
Hadley
Miller
Dylan
Troncelliti

8 AM Service

Chuck
Nippert
Chuck
Nippert
Ann
Burgy
Tara
Crawford

Readers
Intercessor
Chalicers
Greeter

Readers
Intercessor
Chalicer
Chalicer
Crucifer

Acolytes

Ushers/Greeters
Counters
Coffee Hour

Ryan
Beebe
Deacon
Sally
Darlene
Cooper
Gloria
Yoder
10:30 Service
Vicki
Frankel
Marilyn
Rittenhouse
Russ
McClellan
Marilyn
Rittenhouse
Johnathan
Slichter
Maggie
Slichter
Neil
Slichter

Marilyn
Rittenhouse
Steve
Fairbrother
Pat
Owsiany
Dianne
Walker
Nick
Biagianti
Wyatt
Hessler
Daniel
Wilson
Eric & Anna
Miller
Bill Strickland &
Danielle Troncelliti

??

??

??

Bill Strickland &
Winkie Reed

Ellen Moore &
Winkie Reed

Ellen Moore &
Jo Rivera

Tammy Miller

Carly Greenwald

Hessler Family

No Coffee Hour

Florence Mano
Linda Wray

Florence Mano
Linda Wray

Florence Mano
Linda Wray

Florence Mano
Linda Wray

Altar Guild

Saturday Evening Service Altar Guild
Jo Rivera

Katie Strickland

Sue Kerrigan

Vicki Frankel/
Lisa Bealer

** Lay ministers are reminded to arrange for a replacement
if they can't serve on the date for which they are scheduled.**

