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Symbols of Christmas 

 

Itôs no wonder that many people enjoy decorating for Christmas. There are 

countless symbols and traditions surrounding the celebration of the birth of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Even those who do not especially like the work of decorating usually appreciate 

the festive spirit and the many memories tied to the distinctive traditions of Christmas. 

 

This Advent, as we get ready to celebrate the Incarnation of our Lord, a good way 

to prepare our hearts and grow in our faith is to consider the meaning of the symbols of 

Christmas. Each Wednesday at the midweek Advent Vesper Services and Bible Study will 

focus on a particular Christmas symbol.  I encourage you to come and learn more about 

the history and meaning of the Christmas Tree, the Star, and the Manger. 

 

The proclamation of Christôs birth flows through these and the other symbols of 

Christmas. These symbols also typically point beyond Jesusô birth to the purpose of Him 

becoming manðHis crucifixion and death.  

 

The colors of Christmas Red, White, and Green even point to Jesusô mission on 

earth: 

 

 

Red reminds us of the blood Christ came to shed for us and for our salvation. 

 

 reminds us of the purity of Christ and the holiness which he gives us. 

 

Green reminds us of that the life Christ gives us is eternalðever-green. 

 

 Come and learn much more about the symbols at the midweek Advent Services and 

Bible Studies. And, enjoy a meal and fellowship with your church family at the meals 

(5:30pm) before the services (7:00pm). 
 

 
In Christ, 
Pastor Ramirez 
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DECEMBER ELDERS: 
 

Sunday, December 2 (Communion) 

8:00 1st Todd Wilks, 2nd _____________ 

10:30 1st Joe Bloomer, 2nd Jerry Nigro 

Wednesday, December 5 (Communion) 

7:00 Carl Trost 

Sunday December 9  

8:00 Randy Verbeten 

10:30 Doug Just 

 Wednesday, December 12 (Communion) 

7:00 Randy Verbeten 

Sunday, December 16 (Communion) 

8:00 1st Todd Wilks, 2nd _____________ 

10:30 1st Joe Bloomer, 2nd Jerry Nigro 

Wednesday, December 19 (Communion) 

7:00 Carl Trost 

Sunday December 23  

8:00 Carl Trost 

10:30 Doug Just 

Monday, December 24 Christmas Eve 

7:00 Randy Verbeten 

11:00 Jerry Nigro 

Tuesday, December 25 (Communion) 

9:30 Doug Just 

Sunday, December 30 (Communion) 

8:00 1st Todd Wilks, 2nd _____________ 

10:30 1st Doug Just, 2nd Joe Bloomer 
 

***************************************  
DECEMBER ALTAR GUILD  

1st service ï Sharon Tilton 

2nd service ï Karen Badtke and Lynn Hauser 
 

***************************************  
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed or if it 

is listed incorrectly, PLEASE let the church office 

know so our records can be updated.  Thank you! 
 

 

BIRTHDA YS 

 
12/01    Michael Meyer 

12/02    Lorraine Campolo 

   Matthew Hrupka 

   Virginia Smith 

12/03    Gail Hack 

   Brooke Katterhagen 

12/04    Ryan Morris 

   Kenneth Paugel 

   Marlene Schauer 

12/05    Nicole Busch 

   Jackie Heinz 

12/06    Derek Andersen 

   Dustin Doberstein 

12/07    Natalie Kostman 

12/08    Anthony Long 

   Karen Storbeck 

12/09    Dottie Fahrenbacher 

   Elizabeth Hansen 

   Greg Krause 

12/11    Holly Jacobson 

12/12    Cathie Mann 

   Connor Morris 

   Gary Wilson 

   Mario Zach 

12/13    Kyle Hrupka 

12/14    Brian Badtke  

   Debra Watkins 

12/15    Paula Lawlor 

   Andrew Wolf 

12/16    Mark Primuth 

12/17    Debra Staven 

   Cole Sterk 

12/18    MaKenna Kastenson 

12/19    Jace Johnson 

12/21    Adam Hunt 

   Marvin Sax 

12/22    Hannah Bounds 

   Piper Hansen 

   Richard Klaus 

   Marion Rushford 

12/23    Samantha Carey 

12/24    Jan Bohac 

12/25    Carol Botsford 

   Amanda Kazikowski 

   Ryan Krause 

   Heather Wendricks 

 12/26   Melissa Marino 

   Xander Peterson 

12/27    Jessica Shane 

12/28    Kimberly Windle 

12/29    Nicholas Blum 

12/30    Tyler Hubeler 

   Leah St. Martin 

12/31    Suzanne Henderson 

   Carolyn Hernandez 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 
 

12/02   Richard & Karen Storbeck 

12/20   Chris & Lisa Slusar 

  Randy & Sue Verbeten 

12/26   Travis & Holly Peterson 

12/30   Keith & Diane Patzen 
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Peruvian Vegetable Soup 
 

1 T Olive Oil 
1 bunch of 10 green onions, sliced 

1 Sweet Red Peppers, diced 
6 Carrots, diced 

4 cups Kale, chopped (or green cabbage) 
2 Zucchinis, diced 

2 15-oz cans petite diced Tomatoes, no salt added 
1 15-oz can low-sodium black beans, drain and rinse  

½ cup quinoa, dry 
1 t cumin 

1 t dry cilantro 
1 t garlic salt 

1 t onion powder 
½ t salt 

6 cups water 

 
In large pan, sauté onions in olive oil over medium-high heat for 5 minutes. Mix in red peppers and carrots and 
cook for 10 additional minutes. Pour in tomatoes, and cook until mixture thickens, at least 10 minutes. Add 
beans, kale and seasonings, and cook for two minutes, or until kale is tender. Mix in zucchini, quinoa, and 
water. Bring to boil and simmer over medium heat for 20 minutes. Yield: 12 cups | 4 – 3-cup servings 360 cal. 
 

Moroccan Red Lentil Soup  
 

1 T Olive Oil 
1 large Onion, diced 

3 large Carrots, diced 
2 large stalks Celery, diced 

4 Cloves Garlic, minced 
2 t ground Coriander 

1 t Cumin 
1 t Turmeric 

½ t Smoked Paprika 
¼ t Cinnamon 

1 15-oz can diced Tomatoes 
6 cups Vegetable Broth low-sodium 

2 cups Water 
2 cups Red Lentils 

1 14-oz can Garbanzo Beans, drain and rinse 
4 T fresh Parsley, chopped 

1 T Cilantro, chopped 
1 Lemon, juiced 

Pinch Red Pepper Flakes 

 
Dice all vegetables, juice lemon, and rinse garbanzo beans. Heat olive oil in large pot over medium-high heat. 
Add the onions, carrots, and celery and sauté until tender – about 5 minutes. Add the garlic, coriander, cumin, 
turmeric, paprika, cinnamon, and continue cooking for another 2-3 minutes. Add the broth, water, tomatoes, 
garbanzo beans and lentils. Stir well and heat to a boil. Simmer uncovered on low heat for about 20-25 minutes 
or unit the lentils are tender. 
Chop parsley and cilantro. Remove pot from heat source, and use an immersion blender to partially blend some 
of the soup, for a thicker consistency. Stir in the lemon juice, red pepper flakes, parsley and cilantro, cover and 
cook for 10 additional minutes. Yield: 6 – 2-cup servings. 380 cal. 
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Greetings from St. Paulôs Preschool:  
 
The month of November began with ñOnce Upon a Timeò in the M/W/F class. The children learned about fairy 
tales. Our main focus was on ñGoldilocks and the Three Bearsò, ñThree Little Pigsò and ñLittle Red Riding Hoodò. 
We made our own fairy tale by rolling character/places/thing dices. The children created a tale about two 
Princeôs that lived in outer space and fought over a magic tree. In the end like all fairy tales there was a happy 
ending as the two princes learned to share the tree and all the wealth. 

 
Whatôs a graph? Howôs a graph important? We had fun making graphs about our families, backpacks, favorite 
pizza toppings, what kind of shoes we wore to school and M&M candy (sort and count) graph. 
 

Whatôs a primary color? Why are these three colors important? We went on a primary color hunt throughout 
the classroom and building. For art, the children made characters from the story ñThe Big Red Tubò and 
sorted blue ï yellow ï red objects within the classroom. This week was followed with ñWhat are secondary 
colors?ò. We drew a picture using a purple crayon like the character ñHaroldôs Purple Crayonò and we made 
a one horn, one eyed purple monster. WE danced with our purple monster to the song ñOne Eyed ï One 
Horn Purple People Eaterò this activity brought great laughter and some interesting dance moves! To 
complete the study of secondary colors ï we were scientist. We used shaving cream, red/blue/and yellow 
paint along with magical stirring sticks é FUN way to learn how three colors can be mixed together to create 
other colors around us. 

 
Tuesday, November 13, at 6:30 was our annual ñDadôs Niteò. We played a turkey game, heard the story ñThe Great 
Turkey Raceò, ate donuts and played with classroom toys. A special art project with our special someones was a 
leaf turkey for fall and thanksgiving holiday. Within the classroom a barber shop was set up. The children had fun 
pretending to shave their dads/grandpas with popsicle sticks and shaving cream é this brings great laughter and 
memories for the children. A wonderful/fun evening was had and I am grateful for these special men in the 
childrenôs lives. 
 

What does it mean to be ñthankfulò? We discussed the meaning and participated in group activities 
about the things we can be thankful ï the people we are thankful for ï our Lord and Savior and all 
He provides for us. The preschool had a Thanksgiving break November 21 ï 23 as the children and 
their families spent quality time together. 
 

I am blessed and grateful for the parent volunteers and support of the preschool families and the support and contributions of 
Mrs. Arnold throughout the school year. We greatly appreciate Pastor for his teachings about God during our chapel times and 
the songs and prayers he leads us with during the year. 

 
Whatôs a house? During this week, we learned a home comes in many sizes and more importantly love thatôs 
shared with those we live with. We discussed different rooms in a house/furniture/needs that we require and 
meet within the home we live in. During this week, we began learning our addresses and phone numbers in the 
M/W/F class. The children made and designed their own house after hearing the story ñThe House that Jack 
Builtò. We build a structure using toothpicks and mini marshmallows after looking at 
pictures of different homes. 
 

Brrrrrrrr é.. Mother Nature has brought cold and windy days. The children in the Tues/Thurs 
class learned about ñHibernationò and the different animals along with their habitats. The 
children made bears in a cave, pretend to be a bear, matched animals by shadows and 
homes and played a ñHibernationò game using the big parachute. 
 

In closing the preschool children and Mrs. Shelly wish you many blessings of health and happiness. 
May God Bless you! 
 

Gods Blessings,   
Mrs. Shelly  
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The Ladies Guild 
 

"By Love, Serve One Another" Gal.5:13 
 
 

      

We enter the season of Advent with much joy! God sent us the greatest gift of all, the birth of his son, 
Jesus! 
 
The Ladies Guild continues the gift of giving with a $300 donation to the Grain Train, to help with the 
shipping of our beautifully made quilts. We also made a generous donation of $500 to the Union Grove 
Food Bank. Donations were also sent to all of the missions we support. 
 
The sharing tree will be adorned with tags suggesting gifts that you can purchase for those less 
fortunate than us.  Please consider taking one and making someone's Christmas much happier. 
 
The ladies served a delicious meal of casseroles, hot ham, dessert, and beverages at the first meal on 
November 28th prior to the first Advent service. Consider joining your church family for fellowship 
and supper at the 3 remaining Advent dinners, December 5, 12, and 19, followed by our worship 
service. 
 
Marvin Sax passed away in November. It was the Ladies Guild's privilege to serve a meal at a 
reception following the funeral. Our condolences to his family and friends. 
 
As you meet family, friends or strangers, wish them a MERRY CHRISTMAS. Remembering that JESUS 
is the Reason for the Season! 
 
Our next meeting will be on Thursday, December 13th at 10:00 am following bible class in the Good 
Shepherd Room.  We will be filling containers with wonderful home baked cookies. Consider joining 
us. 

        ~In Christ, the Lad ies Guild 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        The sharing tree will be up again this year! Please read 

        the instructions that are posted nearby and help those  

        who use the Union Grove Food Bank. 

         Thank you for your generosity!  
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Quilting  Quip s  

 
 
     The quilting crew are currently using child-themed fabrics to make quilts for distribution by the Union 
Grove Area Food Bank at Christmas time. 
 
     Six quilts were recently delivered to the Veteran's Home by Bernice Steffens and a gracious thank you note 
was received. Those quilts were made of winter/Christmas, patriotic, or sports fabrics.  
 
      We have recently applied for a Thrivent grant to purchase commercial batting for quilt fillers.  Clean, older 
blankets are still our filler of choice as they are warm and do not shift during laundering.   We welcome your 
donations of blankets for fillers, sheets in good condition for quilt backs and fabric (including tablecloths and 
curtains--no fiberglass!) to be cut into squares for tops.   
 
     Quilt assembly sessions are scheduled for Wednesday mornings, Dec. 5th and Dec.12th.  NO sessions on Dec. 
19th and 26th.   We will meet again on January 2, 2019. 
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UNION GROVE AREA FOOD BANK is always in need of items. For a more detailed 

list, go to: https://ugfoodbank.org/how-to-help/donations/   

Please consider helping out those who are less fortunate. Thank you. 
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December 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     

  
 

   

 
 

    

 

 

 
 

 

   
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

2 1st Sunday in Advent 

  
8:00 Communion 

Service 
9:15  SS/Bible Class 

10:30 Communion 

Service 

4:00-6:00 Christian 

Formation at St. Paulôs 

 

 3 
 

6:00  

Evangelism  

Meeting  

7:00 Elderôs 

Meeting 
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10:00  Bible Study 
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8:45 Quilters 
5:30 Confirmation  

6:00 Chime Choir 
 

7:00 Vespers 

Service 

8:00 Bible Study 

 

6 
 

 

9:00 Bible Study 
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8 

 

 

 

9 2nd Sunday in Advent 

 
 

8:00 Worship Service 

9:15 SS/Bible Class 

10:30 Worship Service  
 

 

10 

 
7:00 Sunday 

School Teachers 

Meeting 

11 

 
10:00 Bible Study 

7:00 Trustees Mtg. 

 

 

 

12 
8:45 Quilters 

3:30 V.A. Center 

5:30 Confirmation 

6:00 Vocal Choir 

7:00 Vespers 

Service 

8:00 Bible Study 
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9:00 Bible Study 

10:00 Ladies Guild 
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Youth Group 

Christmas 

Caroling 

 5:15-9:00 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

16 3rdSunday in Advent 
 

8:00 Communion 

Service 
9:15  SS/Bible Class 

10:30 Communion 

Service 

4:00 Childrenôs 

Christmas Program 

17 

 
 

 

 

18 

 
10:00 Bible Study 
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3:30 Oak Ridge 

5:30 Confirmation 

6:00 Chime Choir 

7:00 Vespers 

Service 

8:00 Bible Study 

 

20 

 

 

9:00 Bible Study 

7:00 Council 

Meeting 

 

21 

 
 

 

 

 

 

*** Deadline for 

articles in newsletter 

 

22 

 

23 4thSunday in Advent   
 

8:00 Worship Service 

9:15 SS/Bible Class 

10:30 Worship Service 

 

24Christmas Eve 

6:15 Chime 

Choir 

7:00 pm 

Christmas Eve 

Service  

11:00 pm 

Christmas Eve 

Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 25 Christmas 

9:30 AM 

Communion 

Service 
10:00 NO Bible 

Study 

 

26 

3:30 V.A. Center 

5:30 NO  

Confirmation 

7:00 NO  

Communion 

Service 

8:00 NO Bible 

Study 

27 

 
9:00 NO Bible 

Study 
 

 28 

 

29 

 

30 

8:00 Communion 

Service 
9:15  SS/Bible Class 

10:30 Communion 

Service 

 

31 

6:00 New 

Yearôs Eve 

Service 
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ST. PAULôS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The Lutheran Church ï Missouri Synod 

1610 Main Street 

Union Grove, WI 53182 

 

Change Service Requested 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. PAULôS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Monthly Update ï December 2018 

Pastor David Ramirez 

 (262) 878-2600 

E-mail:  

Pastor Ramirez:  david.p.ramirez@gmail.com 

Secretary:  officeofstpauls@gmail.com  

St. Paulôs Website - www.stpaulsug.org 

 

Worship Services 

Sunday Mornings at 

8:00 and 10:30 a.m.  

(Communion Services held on 

1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays)  

      

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class 

9:15 - 10:20 a.m. 

 

Midweek Services 

 Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


