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Director...
Greetings, Biggs HOG…
…and welcome to April.
There’s a lot going on, but before I get to that I would most definitely be remiss if I
didn’t address what occurred as those on the LDT made their way out to Tombstone.
Word travels fast in this chapter, so I am sure most of you already know that Phil and
Pam Beaver were involved in a single bike accident between Yuma and Dateland, AZ. Most also know that
Pam did not survive her injuries, and that Phil has months of recovery ahead of him as he recuperates from
the crash. No one likes to lose a friend or a family member, and in this case, to Biggs, Pam was both.

Those of us who ride know that, if we haven’t already, sooner or later we’ll lose someone close to us to this
way of life that we all so deeply love… but that does not make it any easier when it happens. It is always a
shock, and it is something everyone deals with in their own way and in their own time. One thing I’m
certain of, though, is that the Biggs HOG family will join Debi and myself in offering any assistance that Phil
and the Beaver family may need, just as I’m sure that they appreciate you keeping them in your thoughts
and/or prayers – whichever you deem appropriate.
And now to the “getting on” part – which I am sure both Pam and Phil would want us to do…
First off, I want to thank all of those who attended last month’s Chapter Meeting, for making the new
members wearing the New Member lanyards & Name Tags feel welcome. That is a big part of what we’re
all about & there’s a reason for our chapter motto; “Ride, Have Fun, and Make New Friends.” I think we
really lived up to it that night, and I hope that continues. We were all “the new guy” once… and we were
all brought into the family. What makes Biggs HOG strong is our willingness to pay that spirit forward, so
again… thank you.
By the way, one way to make sure our newest members feel welcome, is to refer to the Get Acquainted
Ride and the Ride After The Ride, Formation 101 and 201 by their full names… at least until the new guys
get a chance to learn the acronyms we all know those things by. GAR, RAR, and F101 are pretty cool
shorthand – and once they get to know them, I’m sure the newbies will feel part of the “in” crowd by using
them… but on their first night or first ride with us, that shorthand just leaves them scratching their heads
and feeling left out. So – let’s use the longhand version until they’re up to speed… and explain all of the
acronyms as we go. Cool? Thanks!

And in bringing this article to a close, here’s a question: How are we doing in getting folks signed up for the
May Ride? This once a year event truly is for a great cause, and Biggs HOG has always come out in big
numbers to support it – both in riding and in volunteering to assist in running the event throughout the
day. Can we do it again? I have no doubt that we can, and will! And, I also have no doubt that those who
benefit from this ride will be truly grateful for everything we do… so c’mon, Biggs HOG – let’s do this thing!
And for now, that’s enough “getting on”. It’s that time again… time to hear the rumble. Life is a journey
and there’s only so much of it. We owe it to ourselves - and to those we’ve lost - to enjoy the ride.

Bob G
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Asst. Director...
Peace of Mind...those pesky mechanical breakdowns...
Nobody ever buys insurance with the thought that they are actually going to use it.
You buy insurance to protect yourself and have peace of mind. Once you stop
worrying about “what if” you then have the freedom to simply enjoy the ride. And ride we do!!! We have
already completed one overnight ride and one long distance ride to Tombstone, AZ. Our second long
distance ride to Cottonwood is just around the corner with two more long distance rides to follow.
With all the miles that we will be riding this year, do you have
that peace of mind? Are you protected from those little mishaps
that could leave you stranded on the side of the road? Even if
you are a good wrench, are you prepared to remove your laced
rear wheel in order to patch a tube, then fill it with air and reinstall it?? What if a linkage connector falls off your bike while riding and you can’t find it??
Like most of us I carry a small set of tools, duct tape, wire and tire
plugs (I don’t have laced wheels!) but most importantly I carry a
good roadside assistance plan! I’ve been a loyal USAA customer for almost forty years now but they simply
don’t offer motorcycle towing and roadside assistance. Thankfully, as a HOG member, I have the Road
America plan available to me. One of my favorite aspects of the Road America plan is that they will tow you
to the nearest Harley dealer and not just to the nearest guy that says he fixes motorcycles (who may or may
not have the needed parts or even know how to fix your bike).
Even if you do have a roadside assistance program, find out what it does & does not cover. Perhaps you
might want to check out the HOG Roadside Assistance Program. The HOG plan comes in several levels and
costs.
Standard Package: (Free) Who says there is no free lunch! Full HOG membership includes the standard
package which covers one service each calendar year, with a maximum coverage of $100.
Deluxe Package: ($19.95 per year) Covers up to two H-D motorcycles, unlimited services, with the
towing/roadside costs covered in full.
Ultra-Package: ($29.95 per year) Same general coverage as Deluxe Package, plus emergency travel
reimbursement.
Ultra Plus Package: ($49.95 per year) Same general coverage as Ultra Package, plus coverage of up to
three vehicles, including cars and light trucks.
To learn more, visit the Road America Protection Plan as part
of your HOG Membership or call (888) 443-5896. Or, you can
download the attached form. Make sure that when you ride
you have peace of mind!!!

Scott N

Road America Plan

Click Here To View
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DEALER NEWS...
Check out what’s happenin’ on
SATURDAYS in April!!!

Check us out at www.facebook.com/biggsharley
www.instagram.com/biggsharley or www.twitter.com/biggsharley

For more info, email receptionist@biggsh-d.com or visit.

The Staff at Biggs H-D
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Membership...
Thank you to everyone that has renewed their Chapter membership for 2018! We are now
up to 183 members! A special welcome to our newest family members Hieu D, Brett L &
James “J” K. Our Biggs family is always growing – and we welcome all of our new members!
It’s great to add new friends to the Biggs family!

Oh, and by the way, if you see anyone at a chapter meeting sporting one of these cool lanyards, please make
them feel welcome and introduce yourself.
Congratulations to our March winners: the birthday winner was Bob W & our $50 Saddlebag drawing winner
was Chris M. If you’d like to get in on a chance to win a $50 Biggs gift card, stop by the Check-In table at our
next chapter meeting and get a blue ticket. Also, if your birthday is in the current month, remember to put
your name in the Birthday drawing bucket for a chance to win a Biggs gift card!!
A special Thank You to Lori & Martin M for helping out with member sign-in & birthday/saddlebag ticket
distribution last month and to our Ambassadors for introducing our new members. Your help is very much
appreciated! If anyone else would like to volunteer at a Chapter meeting – make sure to sign up during any of
the chapter meetings at the Volunteer table. I’d be happy to have your help & in turn you will earn volunteer
points!
We have another Refer-A-Friend Membership Challenge participant. Shout out to Fast Eddie for referring
Hieu & bringing him to a chapter meeting!! If you are referring a new member, just have them note your
name as “referred by” on the chapter release form. I hope to have more participants in the coming months!!
The winner will be announced in October.
The Tombstone LDT is about to occur as I write this article. Wishing all good weather and safe travels. If you
have never been on a Biggs HOG Long Distance Trip, I encourage you to do so. You will have a great time and
you’ll never make better fiends.
Although we certainly need this rain, unfortunately it has been canceling some of our planned rides. Here is
hoping for a balance of liquid sunshine and the normal kind when we have rides planned.
Until I see you…..Ride Safe & Have Fun!!

John S
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Road Captain...
You Are Cordially Invited
To Attend Our Second
“Coffee With The
Road Captain!”
This is an opportunity to sit down informally with the Road Captain and ask questions or offer comments
that you might have regarding our Road Guard program or our riding culture. Our first such meeting was full
of questions, answers, and discussion. And the final question was, “When can we do this again?” So, we are
holding our second meeting at 2:00pm on Saturday, 7 April 2018 in Carl’s Jr on Knoll Road. This is one hour
prior to the ride brief for our chapter ride to the Gulls hockey game. Whether you are going to the game or
not, please consider joining us. Get your own cup of coffee and be ready to go at 2:00pm.
And now for our group riding tip of the month. We presented this tip at our January Chapter Meeting but
not everyone got a chance to let it soak in. So, here we go again.
Question: Where do you position your motorcycle if you are the last bike in the front half of a split
group? The group is going through a light that changes to yellow, then red. You manage to get through with
the front half of the group, but nobody behind gets through. As the last bike in your new little group, where
do you position your bike? Do you fall back so the split group behind you might see you? Do you ride in the
center of the lane? Do you remain in your position?
Answer: Maintain your original position and spacing. Do not fall back. This will increase the
chances of you becoming split again, resulting in a 3-way split. And do not move to the center of the lane.
Only the original sweep occupies the center of the lane. By moving to the center of the lane, you will block
the ride leader’s view of what is happing behind the group, and you might even fool the ride leader into
thinking that the split group is formed back up into one group. Clear?
See you on the road!

Don A & Ed “Fast Eddie” P
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Safety...
The warmer weather is just around the corner...

Safety...

We are riding more now & I am looking forward to more people joining us on the local and
long distance rides. This is the second in a series of safety thoughts to help you to keep safe
and having fun whether you are riding alone or with BIGGS HOG.

6. Be Ready With the Power; In traffic, ride in a gear lower than you normally would so
your bike is ready to jump forward instantly if asked. Doing so gives you the option of
leaping ahead instead of being limited to just using the brakes when that pickup suddenly
moves over. The higher revs might also alert more “cagers” to your presence.
7. Traffic Slowing? Stay Left or Right; When traffic slows suddenly, stay to the left or right
of the car in front of you. This will give you an escape route if needed. It will also help keep
you from becoming a hood ornament if the car behind you fails to stop in time. Once
you've stopped, be ready--clutch in, your bike in gear and your eyes on the mirrors. You
never know.

Larry H

8. Practice the Scan; Constantly scanning your entire environment while riding - from
instruments to mirrors; to the road ahead; to blind spots to your left & right rear - keeps
you aware and in touch with your situation, and therefore better able to react. Dwelling on
one area too long, watching only behind or in front of you for instance, is just begging for
trouble.

9. Left-Turn Treachery; When approaching an oncoming car that's stopped and about to
turn left, be ready. During the day your brights should be on so other drivers can see you.
But, don't rely on this to save you. Watch the car's wheels or the driver's hands on the
steering wheel; if you see movement, be ready to brake, swerve or accelerate, whichever
seems best for the situation.
10. Study the Surface; Add asphalt conditions to your scan. Be on the lookout for spilled
oil, anti freeze or fuel; it'll usually show up as shiny pavement. Also, keep an eye out for
gravel and/or sand which is usually more difficult to see. Use your sense of smell too; often
you can smell spilled diesel fuel before your tires discover how slippery the stuff is.

Larry H
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Long Distance...
Hi Folks,
This has been an article I’ve put off trying to write. This is usually where I talk about our
previous trip, but, I’m sure everybody has heard about the incident on the way to Sierra
Vista and even though I was not able to attend, I do have a few things to say about it. First, my most sincere
condolences to Phil and his family and I pray for a speedy recovery for Phil. I’ve known these friends for a
long time and it absolutely broke my heart to hear about the incident. Second, I want to really commend
and “Thank” the RG’s and RGIT’s on the great job they did in handling that situation on the road. Even
though I wasn’t there, I was watching a few of you on Life 360 even at 4:30 am and could see the progress
you were making like I was there. I was even getting phone calls at the gas stops and that’s what I want to
commend the RG’s on. They did a great job of communicating with each other and handling the situation in
a very professional manner, we should all be proud of them. Third, I’d like to commend the members that
were on the trip, it had to be a subdued trip for you. I’m not downplaying the incident or disrespecting the
family at all, I’m sure Phil would understand and feel the same way. We all assume the risk of riding a
motorcycle, and these things happen sometimes, but you folks carried on like troopers even with heavy
hearts. You’re great! Enough said.
Our next trip is to Cottonwood May 4th thru
May 7th and it’s shaping up to be another great
trip. We have approximately 20 rooms’ booked
and over 30 people going. We’ll be going to the
South Rim of the Grand Canyon one day with
stops to see Oak Creek Canyon, Little Grand Canyon, the Tower and more. Another day we’ll
visit Jerome, a really neat mining town on the
ridge of a winding, twisting road, Sedona and
the red cliffs and other stops. This is a great area
not only for the great scenic views, but, there’s a
ton of history in the area. This really is a fun trip.
July 20th thru July 23rd we’ll be going to Yosemite and staying in Mammoth Lakes. This is a great chance to
see the Sierra Nevada Mountains in California; the views are absolutely stunning the whole way. There are
many more attractions around Mammoth and the surrounding area that a lot folks never get to see. You
won’t want miss this one!
I’m still working on the Colorado trip for October 17-27. I know you’ve heard it before, but it’s tough getting
enough hotel rooms at some of these small towns. Hopefully I’ll have it posted around the time you get this
month’s edition of the HOG Express.
Come join us for one or all of these trips, you won’t regret it at all. Until next month, ride safe!

Bill E & Pat D
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Ladies of Harley...
We had a great turn out for the March LOH dinner!
Bob G, Scott N, Donna R, Larry H & Michele DeS told us about the seminars they were able to
attend during the “HOT” training weekend and about some of the ideas that were traded with
other chapters’ officers to make each of the chapters better. Per our officers, compared to
other chapters, we are doing ‘so much – so right’. We are very grateful to our officers for
spending their time to help make our chapter even better and, we are lucky to be sponsored
by this wonderful dealership that is showing us so much support.
Until next month...Ride Safe…

Mary D

In Loving Memory of Pamela Beaver...
...Our Sister,

...Our Friend.

Rest in Peace
Sweet Lady
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Historian...

Did you know...

The History of Our Red, Blue & White Feather Pin
In 1997 the Chapter had a dinner ride scheduled from the dealership in
Oceanside to the Lake Wolford Café. The ride leader had to cancel at the last
minute and asked Mac M, the Dealer liaison, if he would lead the ride. Mac
said yes but was not real sure about the directions.
The weather got lousy and it got dark. After a couple of wrong turns most of
the group decided to go home. Mac was compelled to make it up to the group
and had a special pin made up. There were only 50 pins made which where
round & about the size of a quarter, primarily black with gold stars, the top
half said, “Mac’s Lost Tribe” and the Bottom Border said, “Where The Heck
Are We”. The “Tribe” reference resulted in the feather pin concept.
Mac thought it would be a good idea to have a pin that could be recycled and
would show-off how much you were riding with the Chapter. He came up
with the red, white and blue feather pins which originally worked as follows:
10 red pins for a blue pin and 10 blue pins for a white pin (100 rides). Bill D
designed the current “100 Ride” pin before anyone reached 100 rides.
The first ride at which feather pins were handed out was the New Year’s ride
on January 4, 1998 to the Hard Rock Café. By January 1, 2000 the first 1000
red feather pins had been handed out. But, members were just not turning in
the red pins for blue pins. In an attempt to reduce the amount of money
being spent on pins and to motivate members to turn in the red pins, the
system changed in January 2000 to the one we have today, which is:
5 red pins = blue pin
5 blue pins = white pin
4 white pins = 100 ride pin
Our 100 Ride Pin was developed by Bill D. Individuals that already had blue
pins would be given a second blue pin. Bill T received the first 100 Ride pin in
2002. And of special note, our feather pins are known at the Motor Company.
Mac said that he had given red feather pins to Willie G & Nancy D and their
children, Karen & John.
**Note: This article was heavily, if not entirely, plagiarized from one written
by Dale M. My thanks to Dale M, the chapter’s previous Historian, for his
research on the Feather Pin history.

Terry W
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Activities...
Coming Up... A Night of HOG Family Fun!!!

Saturday,
April 7th.
See the
Activities
Calendar
on page 15
for more ride
information.

One of our lucky HOG family members will get to ride the infamous Zamboni!! Who will it be??
Unfortunately, if you haven’t already purchased your ticket for the game, you’ll have to see the
photos & read about all the fun we had in next month’s issue . Looking forward to an exciting
night with the San Diego Gulls hockey team and our Biggs HOG Family!!! See you there!!!

Dale D
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Good Times...

Tombstone
Tough Guys
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Celebrating Our HOG Family Members
With March Birthdays!!!

2018 PRIMARY OFFICERS
DIRECTOR ~ Bob G
Director@BiggsHog.com
ASSITANT DIRECTOR ~ Scott N
AsstDir@BiggsHog.com
SECRETARY ~ Michele DeS
Secretary@BiggsHog.com
TREASURER ~ Donna R
Treasurer@BiggsHog.com

2018 SECONDARY OFFICERS

ACTIVITIES ~ Dale D
Activities@BiggsHog.com
Local Rides
Activities Committee:
Linda D, Michele DeS, Bob G, Debi G,
Donna R, Scott N, Ed “Fast Eddie” P,
Tom “Blackie” B, Bill E, Lewis M, Joe C,
Kathie C
Long Distance ~ Bill E
Assistant ~ Pat D
ActivitiesLongDistance@BiggsHog.com
CALENDAR ~ Debi G
Calendar@BiggsHog.com
EDITOR ~ Kathie C
Editor@BiggsHog.com
HISTORIAN ~ Terry W
Historian@BiggsHog.com
LOH ~ Mary D
HarleyLadies@BiggsHog.com
Assistant ~ Kathlene M
VOLUNTEERS ~ Carmen H Volunteers@BiggsHog.com

MEMBERSHIP /AMBASSADOR ~ John S
Membership@BiggsHog.com
Ambassador Team: Julie L, Sharon M, Mark S,
Martina K, Kathlene M
MERCHANDISE ~ Blackie Merchandise@BiggsHog.com
MILITARY ~ Jensen R MilitaryLiasion@BiggsHog.com
Assistant ~ Rita M
PHOTOGRAPHER ~ Larry C
Photo@BiggsHog.com
P/R ~ Ken F
PublicRelations@BiggsHog.com
ROAD CAPTAIN ~ Don A
RoadCapt@BiggsHog.com
Assistant ~ “Fast Eddie”
RG At LARGE ~ Terry W
RGatLarge@BiggsHog.com
SAFETY ~ Larry H
Safety@BiggsHog.com
WEBMASTER ~ “Fast Eddie”
Admin@BiggsHog.com
Assistant ~ Joe C
CHAPTER MANAGER ~ Howie W
DealerLiaison@BiggsHog.com
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Be sure to PATRONIZE
our Advertisers and
tell them where you
saw their ad!!!

Behind
Starbucks.
Across from
Carl’s Jr.

Carmen & Jose Guerrero
755 N. Quince #D
Escondido, CA 92025

(760)
740-0600

Affordable Patches Sewn On Your Jacket/Vest

Advertise Your
Business or Service
In The
HOG Express!!
Email Editor@BiggsHog.com
For Current Rates & Specials
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Check The Most
Current Calendar At
www.biggshog.com

HOGTIVITIES
April 2018

Wed, Apr 4: Weekday Ride
9 AM Biggs H-D
Destination - Ride and have fun with Biggs HOG to the Potato
Shack
Wed, Apr 4: Officer’s Meeting—Invite Only
6pm Dinner (Optional) 7pm Meeting
Sat, Apr 7: Coffee With The Road Captian
2 PM Carl’s Jr on Knoll Road.
Come & join Don A, our Road Captain, in an open forum for you to
chat with Don about any Road Guard questions you may have.
Sat, Apr 7: Gulls Hockey Night
3 PM Starbucks on Knoll Rd.
Med distance on mixed roads to the Gulls Hockey Game. Who will
get to ride the Zamboni???

Call Our
24 Hour Ride Line
(760) 736-2920

Tues, Apr 17: Get your ride on to the Chapter Dinner
6 PM Biggs H-D
Very Short distance ride ending at Mike's BBQ in Escondido for
Ladies of Harley Chapter Dinner.
Tues, Apr 17: LOH Chapter Dinner & Speaker
6 PM for Dinner (optional); Speaker at 7PM.
Hosted by LOH at Mikes BBQ in Escondido. Instead of having a
guest speaker it will be game night!! Come and try your hand at
bingo!! Everyone welcome.
Thurs, Apr 19: Weekday Ride
9 AM Biggs H-D
Destination - ride & have fun with Biggs HOG.

Sun, Apr 8: RGIT Ride #1
Invite Only

Sat, Apr 21: NHRA Museum
8 AM Starbucks on Knoll Rd.
Long distance Freeway blast to the NHRA museum in Pomona.
$10 entry fee; if over 25 people entry fee is only $5 each!!

Tues, Apr 10: Road Guard Meeting—Invite Only
6 PM Dinner; 6:45 Meeting
Rancho Grande Mexican Restaurant 825 Williamston St, Vista

Sun, Apr 22: La Jolla Half Marathon
Please contact the Road Captain if you would like to work the La
Jolla Half Marathon

Wed, Apr 11: Pieology in Escondido
6PM at Biggs H-D.
Short distance on back roads for pizza dinner with the family.

Mon, Apr 23: Activities Committee Meeting - Everyone Welcome
6PM Dinner (optional); 7PM Meeting at the Coyote Café in Vista.
Space is limited. Please contact activitieslocal@biggshog.com to
reserve a seat if you would like to attend.

Fri, Apr 13: Chapter Meeting
7 PM at Biggs H-D.
Arrive early (6 PM) to socialize with the family, meet new members,
volunteer or renew your membership. Find out what’s been happening & what’s being planned for the chapter!!
Sat, Apr 14: Formation 101
8:30 AM at Biggs H-D.
Come & learn how we ride as a group. If you haven't been in a while,
come & refresh your knowledge. Coffee & doughnuts. Members
receive a Rider Pin for attending.
Sat, Apr 14: Get Acquainted Ride (GAR)
10:15 AM at Biggs H-D.
After Formation 101, put your knowledge to work during our most
popular ride and then eat lunch with your HOG family. Destination:
Someplace to eat!
Sun, Apr 15: Breakfast Ride
7 AM Starbucks on Knoll Rd.
Short distance on back roads to the new Pegah’s in Vista.

Wed, Apr 25: April Birthday Celebration
6PM Biggs H-D.
Short distance on back roads to Sizzler in Oceanside. Come and
celebrate family members with an April birthday. If it’s not your
birthday, come any way and help us celebrate those born this
month.
Sat, Apr 28: Cracker Barrel/Bottle Tree & Route 66 Museum
8 AM Starbucks on Knoll Rd.
Long Distance, mixed roads to Elmer's Bottle Tree Ranch in Oro
Grande, CA & the Route 66 Museum. Lunch at the new Cracker
Barrel.
Sun, Apr 29: Meetball Challenge #4
11:30 AM Biggs H-D.
Med Distance ride on backroads to Vince's in Temecula for the
Meatball Challenge #4.

Please check the website or ride line
for any changes to this schedule.
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make any claims as to the accuracy of the
information published.

The Biggs HOG Family

