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Morality, “the Wall,” and Abortion

Christians of good will may disagree with the wisdom of certain civil policies and support
different political parties. However, other issues involve stances that are intrinsically immoral and must
be rejected by Christians.
Two issues have lately been dominating the news cycle: 1. A proposed wall on our nation’s
southern border; and, 2. Abortion. Let us consider the morality of each of these issues.
Many people have taken to using the word "immoral" or “unchristian” to describe the proposed
wall or barrier. They will also claim that the "Christian" thing to do must be for a nation to welcome
people who seek to enter into its territory. These claims must be observed to be false. A protective wall is
not intrinsically immoral. To protect what God has given us in a sinful world, we all lock doors and build
fences. The wisdom to build a particular protective wall could be called into question, but to call a
protective wall immoral is nonsensical. More seriously, to call it immoral implicitly accuses those that
support it as being unchristian and in violation of God’s will.
It is a Christian desire, born out of love for home and hearth, to defend and preserve one's own
nation. Even non-Christian nations understand this by nature. The ancient Chinese built a wall. The
Romans built them in multiple places. Or, for a more recent example, the Israelis built one that has
significantly lowered both illegal immigration and terrorist activity.
The debate over “the wall” should be argued in the realm of wisdom. Some will wish to argue that
a wall is ineffective, unnecessary, or too expensive. Others will point to the need for protection for our
country. However, approaching the issue from the question, “Is this wise?” allows for the possibility of
an evidence-based, reasonable discussion between the two sides of the debate. Christians of good will
may disagree over the wisdom of a wall on our southern border, but Christians have no biblical
justification to consider such a protective wall intrinsically immoral—read the book of Nehemiah if you
are in any doubt of this.
The situation is exactly opposite in the case of abortion. Fundamentally, either killing babies is
immoral, or, it isn't. Abortion is an issue where the morality (or in this case: immorality) of the act is
intrinsic to the debate and drives the argumentation for both sides. Christians of good will cannot
disagree on this issue. The Word of God teaches us that murder is wrong, which is precisely what
abortion is.
The ongoing, government-sponsored, slaughter of children in our nation should be a cause for
great concern for every Christian. One cannot help but notice that abortion is reminiscent of the pagan
practice of sacrificing infants. We should pray that God would show mercy to our nation and hold back
His wrath for the sake of His Son. We should also pray for those who have participated in this bloodshed,
that they may find forgiveness and healing in Jesus Christ.
May the Lord grant us all wisdom when considering and speaking about these important subjects.
In Christ,
Pastor Ramirez

FEBRUARY ELDERS:
Sunday, February 3 (Communion)
8:00 1st Todd Wilks, 2nd _____________
10:30 1st Jerry Nigro 2nd Bob Katterhagen
Wednesday, February 6 (Communion)
7:00 Randy Verbeten
Sunday February 10
8:00 Randy Verbeten
10:30 Doug Just
Wednesday, February 13 (Communion)
7:00 Jerry Nigro
Sunday, February 17 (Communion)
8:00 1st Todd Wilks, 2nd _____________
10:30 1st Doug Just, 2nd Joe Bloomer
Wednesday, February 20 (Communion)
7:00 Jerry Nigro
Sunday February 24
8:00 Carl Trost
10:30 Bob Katterhagen
Wednesday, February 27 (Communion)
7:00 Carl Trost

***************************************
FEBRUARY ALTAR GUILD

02/04

02/05
02/06
02/07
02/08
02/09
02/10
02/11

02/12
02/13
02/15
02/18
02/21

1st service – Kathy Culshaw
2nd service – Kim Greenwood

***************************************
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed or if it
is listed incorrectly, PLEASE let the church office
know so our records can be updated. Thank you!
BIRTHDAYS
02/01

Marianne Dabbs
Serina Keuch
Vicky Seward
02/02 Joseph Martinsen
Joshua Patzen
02/03 Jody Dreger
Christine Kastenson
Wendy LaMeer
Jennifer Tilton

02/23

02/26
02/27
02/28
02/29

Sue Fallon
Richard Hartmann
Paige Janke
Alvin Wilks
Kaitlyn Krause
Heather Seeger
Robert Blum
Anna Yarrington
Aimee Katterhagen
Bennett Wilks
Shirley Williams
Rose Buol
Richard Jarvis
Jasmine Whitehead
Christine Bryant
Mia Wilks
Sandra Dally
Lucky LaMeer
Timothy Peterson
Mary Rautio
Natasha Schultz
Kathryn Culshaw
Korben Mueller
Evelyn Tubbin
Linda Demant
Ronald Fahrenbacher
Aimee Spiering
Bryanna Dati
Kevin Trost
Elizabeth Gelhaar
Steven Hrupka
Irene Myers

Anniversaries
02/04 Carl & Karen Trost
02/13 Anthony & Melissa Marino
02/14 Mark & Rosemary Peters
02/15 Ronald & Dottie Fahrenbacher
02/17 Cory & Ruth Anne Trost
02/25 Ray & Marilyn Snodgrass
02/28 Todd & Carrie Wilks
George & Sarah Yee

SHANE KIESLICH ADDRESS:
PFC, Kieslich, Shane
ACO 2 – 127 MOB
1011 Chaffee Road
Fort Bliss, TX 79916
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St. Paul’s Recipe Page
SMOKY TOMATO SALMON CHOWDER ~ Lori Arnold
3 – 6 ozs fresh or frozen skinless Salmon Fillets
1 teaspoon Chili Powder
½ teaspoon Salt
2 medium Red Sweet Peppers, halved
lengthwise and seeded
1 medium Sweet Onion, cut into ½-inch slices
1 fresh Jalapeño chili pepper, halved lengthwise
and seeded
2 – 14 ½ oz can chicken broth

1 – 14 ½ oz can fire-roasted diced tomatoes,
undrained
Salt
Ground Black Pepper
1 large tomato, chopped (about ¾ cup)
3 Tablespoons coarsely chopped fresh Italian
(flat-leaf) Parsley
1 medium Avocado, peeled, pitted, and sliced
Chili Powder

1. Thaw salmon, if frozen. Rinse; pat dry with paper towels. Sprinkle with the 1 to 2 teaspoons chili powder and
the ½ teaspoon salt. Cover and refrigerate while roasting vegetables.
2. Preheat oven to 425° F. Place sweet peppers, onion, and jalapeño pepper, cut sides down, on foil-lined baking
sheet. Roast for 15-20 minutes. Loosely wrap vegetables in foil; let stand for 15 minutes.
3. Meanwhile, place salmon in a shallow greased baking pan; fold under thin edges. Bake for 4-6 minutes per
½-inch thickness or until salmon flakes easily when tested with a fork; keep warm.
4. With a sharp knife loosen and peel off skins from peppers; discard skins. Coarsely chop peppers and onion;
transfer to a large saucepan. Add broth and canned tomatoes Bring to boiling, stirring occasionally. Remove
from heat. Season to taste with salt and black pepper. Fold in chopped tomato and parsley.
5. To serve, ladle chowder into shallow bowls. Break salmon into pieces and divide among bowls. Top with
avocado slices and sprinkle with additional chili powder.

PASTA E FAGIOLI ~ Lori Arnold
1 cup Ditalini Pasta
2 Tablespoons Olive Oil, divided
1 lb spicy Italian Sausage, casing removed
3 cloves Garlic, minced
1 Onion, diced
3 Carrots, peeled and sliced
2 stalks Celery, diced
3 cups Chicken Broth
1 – 16 oz can Tomato Sauce
1 – 16 oz can diced Tomatoes

1 teaspoon dried Basil
1 teaspoon dried Oregano
¾ teaspoon dried Thyme
Kosher Salt and freshly ground Black Pepper, to
taste
1 – 15 oz can red Kidney Beans, drained and
rinsed
1 – 15 oz can Great Northern Beans, drained and
rinsed

In a large pot of boiling salted water, cook pasta according to package instructions; drain well and set aside.
Heat 1 TBSP olive oil in a large stockpot or Dutch oven over medium heat. Add Italian Sausage to the skillet and
cook until browned, about 3-5 minutes, making sure to crumble the sausage as it cooks; drain excess fat and
set aside.
Add remaining 1 TBSP oil to the stockpot. Stir in garlic, onion, carrots and celery. Cook, stirring occasionally,
until tender, about 3-4 minutes.
Whisk in chicken broth, tomato sauce, diced tomatoes, basil, oregano, thyme, Italian sausage and 1 cup water;
season with salt and pepper to taste. Bring to a boil; reduce heat and simmer, covered, until vegetables are
tender, about 10-15 minutes. Stir in pasta and beans until heated through. Serve immediately.
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Greetings from St. Paul’s Preschool:
The month began with “Bringing in the New Year!” The children made party hats, party favors, and sang
“Happy New Year” to each other. A special “Christmas” show & tell took place with the children bringing one
special gift to show and describe to their classmates.
“Fee, Fi, Fo, Fum!” We heard different versions of the fairy tale. We made a story board with recyclable cardboard
and T.P./Kitchen rolls. On our board, we made a beanstalk, Jack and the giant. The children pretend to climb a
beanstalk, acted out the tale with character mask and used different beans for a “more or less” math activity. For
Science, we placed a seed/wet paper towel into a plastic bag and placed them in the office window for sunlight.
We are observing and documenting our beanstalks.

What is kindness? What are acts of kindness? Throughout the week, we participated in group discussions,
heard special stories, learned a kindness chant, and made kindness bracelets to remind us to be smart and
kind with our words because you can’t fix a wrinkled heart! This is a special week for the children to learn
that we should never stop wanting to be better and kinder to others- “Kindness is not an act, it’s a lifestyle…”
Llama, Llama Week – On Monday, January 21, the children wore their pajamas for “Llama, Red Pajama Day!”
During the week, we heard many Llama stories with various projects and activities that correlated to the stories.
We learned what kind of animal a Llama is, where are they from, what do they eat?
Mouse week, the children heard the stories – “Mouse Shapes”, “Lunch” and “Mouse Paint”. The children
made a mouse from different shapes, painted a design with water colors, made a story “What would I eat
for lunch if I were a mouse”.
Shapes – How are they important? We learned each shape is important, with its own style and description.
We learned shapes are all around us in homes, schools, churches, stores, parks, cars, furniture, clothing,
etc. During the weeks of shapes, we sang shape songs, made square robots, rectangle man, heart person,
twinkle star, diamond kites, and pretend a box can be many things as we sat inside. We went on shape
hunts throughout the building and classroom and ate snack foods of various
shapes.
Snow week, we may not have a lot around us, however, that doesn’t stop us from playing with
snow. We made our own snow using baking soda and hair conditioner. The children painted
Popsicle sticks and made snowflakes which we hung throughout the classroom. The children
made T.P. tube snowmen which are hanging in the hall outside of the classroom. We heard
stories during the week, “Snow Day”, “The Snowman Story”, and “Snow Globe”.
As the month of February approaches, we will participate in Valentine parties, learn about groundhogs,
opposites, Dr. Seuss Week, number formations, measurements, and making of a pattern.

Happy New Years to you and yours!
Gods Blessings,
Mrs. Shelly
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The Ladies Guild
"By Love, Serve One Another" Gal.5:13

HELP WANTED
Cabinet Builder
The ladies would like to replace the aging cabinet which holds
our guest book with a new one matching the other cabinets in
the Narthex. We were hoping that there is a member who would
be willing to craft this for us. We will of course compensate the
craftsman for his materials and labor.
We are always working for various things to enhance our
mission here at St. Paul's.

Thinking ahead, we also will have the sign-up sheet for Lenten Meals. Ash Wednesday is March 6th. We
will do things a bit differently this year. It has been suggested that we do Ethnic meals for example, Italian,
Polish, Mexican, Chinese, Greek, German, French, and of course American..............Get your recipes out
and hopefully, your group or family can provide one of these meals for the congregation.

***** Ladies Guild Members Needed *****
Our membership in the Guild is declining, won't YOU consider joining? If you have any questions about our
mission, please contact one of the members:
Robin Andersen, Wilma Baumguart, Linda Demant, Marge Demuth, Ginny Hazlett, Nancy Kasprowicz,
Lucky La Meer, Marilyn Lendvay, Cathie Mann, Greta Martin, Maryann Melby, Lisa Ramirez, Bernice
Steffens, Sharon Tilton, Jane Torres, Sharon Van Swol, or Debie Watkins.
Our next meeting is Thursday, February 14th, following Bible Class, at 10am in the Good Shepherd Room
Take care and PLEASE consider joining us! God Bless!

~In Christ, the Ladies Guild
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Q Q
uilting

uips

Six quilt tops were recently given to our group to finish and give away. (We accept sheets and blankets,
along with fabric, use what we can, and redistribute the remainder.)
The quilters will continue to meet weekly on Wednesday mornings in February. Regular attendees will be
called, and the church office notified if a session is cancelled due to winter weather conditions.
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Asking a Blessing
The children and members of the
household shall go to the table reverently,
fold their hands, and say:
The eyes of all wait upon Thee, O Lord,
and Thou givest them their meat in due
season; Thou openest Thine hand and
satisfiest the desire of every living thing.
Then shall be said the Lord’s Prayer and
the following:
Lord God, Heavenly Father, bless us and
these Thy gifts which we receive from Thy
bountiful goodness, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Amen.

Returning Thanks
Also, after eating, they shall, in like
manner, reverently and with folded hands
say:
Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is
good, for His mercy endureth forever. He
giveth food to all flesh; He giveth to the
beast his food, and to the young ravens
which cry. He delighteth not in the strength
of the horse. He taketh not pleasure in the
legs of a man. The Lord taketh pleasure in
them that fear Him, in those that hope in
His mercy.
Then shall be said the Lord’s Prayer, and
the following:
We thank Thee, Lord God, Heavenly
Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for
all Thy benefits, who livest and reignest
forever and ever. Amen.
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UNION GROVE AREA FOOD BANK is always in need of items. For a more detailed
list, go to: https://ugfoodbank.org/how-to-help/donations/
Please consider helping out those who are less fortunate. Thank you.
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February 2019
Sunday

3

The Fourth Sunday
after the Epiphany

8:00 Communion
Service
9:15 SS/Bible Class
10:30 Communion
Service

10 The Transfiguration

Monday

4

Tuesday

5
6:00
Evangelism
Meeting
7:00 Elder’s
Meeting

11

10:00 Bible Study

12

of Our Lord

8:00 Worship Service
9:15 SS/Bible Class
10:30 Worship Service

7:00 Sunday
School Teachers
Meeting

10:00 Bible Study
6:00 Chime Choir
7:00 Vocal Choir
7:00 Trustees Mtg.

Wednesday

6

Thursday

7

8:45 Quilters
5:30 Confirmation
7:00 Communion
Service
8:00 Bible Study
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9:00 Bible Study
10:00 Ladies Guild

18

8:00 Communion
Service
9:15 SS/Bible Class
10:30 Communion
Service

24 Sexagesima

19
10:00 Bible Study

25

26

20

21

8:45 Quilters
3:30 Oak Ridge
5:30 Confirmation
7:00 Communion
Service
8:00 Bible Study

27

1

2

8

9

15

16

Youth Group
Higher Things
Retreat

*** Deadline for
articles in the
newsletter !!!

LWML Mites collected

17 Septuagesima

Saturday

9:00 Bible Study

14

8:45 Quilters
3:30 V.A. Center
5:30 Confirmation
7:00 Communion
Service
8:00 Bible Study

Friday

22

23

9:00 Bible Study
7:00 Council
Meeting

28
8:45 Quilters

8:00 Worship Service
9:15 SS/Bible Class
10:30 Worship Service

10:00 Bible Study
6:00 Chime Choir
7:00 Vocal Choir

3:30 V.A. Center
5:30 Confirmation
7:00 Communion
Service
8:00 Bible Study

9:00 Bible Study
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod
1610 Main Street
Union Grove, WI 53182
Change Service Requested

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Monthly Update – February 2019
Pastor David Ramirez
(262) 878-2600
E-mail:
Pastor Ramirez: david.p.ramirez@gmail.com
Secretary: officeofstpauls@gmail.com
St. Paul’s Website - www.stpaulsug.org
Worship Services
Sunday Mornings at
8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
(Communion Services held on
1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays)
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
9:15 - 10:20 a.m.
Midweek Services
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
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