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for our freedom
Thanks to Vets
dad
my hero and
and thanks to
Azevedo Jr. USMC
MgySgt. Sal
5/24/1976
served 12/8/1941
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our Veterans
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Weaverville

623-2277- 4 p.m.

Mon - Fri 10 a.m.

Stand
United We

With deep appreciatio

n for your service

Honoring all


Thanking the Solven brothers for their service
Joe Solven, Air Force
Marine Corps
Jerrett Solven,
Solven
Second Lt. Jeremiah
serving in Hawaii
Army Ranger currently





who have Served

Thank Yranou
D.O.

Dr. Daniel McElhe

• Walk-ins Welcome
General Practice
through Friday
Open 9-5 Monday
Gulch, Weaverville
25-B Five Cent
530 623-5373
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of Commerce
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Morris, Owens keep TPUD seats

Beans defeats incumbent
for seat on TAUSD board
BY SALLY MORRIS

Rapf retains MVUSD seat

THE TRINITY JOURNAL

BY AMY GITTELSOHN

A challenger has toppled the incumbent in the race
for a seat on the Trinity Alps Unified School District
Board of Trustees representing the Weaverville area. According to unofficial final results reported by the elections department Tuesday night, Daniel Beans garnered
291 votes in the three-candidate race against incumbent
Robert Simmons who received 235 votes and John C.
“Bear” Aikins with 229.
Of 2,178 registered voters in the school district, there
were 757 votes cast (36.8 percent), including two writeins.
Born in Hayfork and a 1984 graduate of Trinity High
School, Beans, 47, is an assistant director at Redding

Hyampom’s representative on the Mountain Valley
Unified School District Board of Trustees kept his seat
in Tuesday’s election.
In unofficial election night results, incumbent John
Rapf beat challenger Frank Moore, 46 to 26.
In an interview before the election, both cited the
turnover in superintendents when they talked about
how the district is doing.
Moore, who has an electronics repair business and
is a member of the Hyampom Volunteer Fire Department, faulted the board for some of that turnover. He
said the board did not communicate well with the pre-

See TAUSD, page 10

Longtime PUD directors
easily re-elected

ELECTION 2013

BY AMY GITTELSOHN
THE TRINITY JOURNAL

THE TRINITY JOURNAL

Two longtime directors on the Trinity Public Utilities District Board fended off a challenger in Tuesday’s
special district election.
Voters within the utility district opted to retain Richard Morris of Weaverville and Rose Owens of Hayfork by
a wide margin. Unofficial election night results showed
Morris with 1,539 votes and Owens with 1,194 votes,
leaving Jim Jungwirth of Hayfork out of the running for
two seats with 700 votes.
TPUD board members are elected at-large. Turnout
was 33.4 percent, a figure that will likely increase a
little as ballots that require additional checking are
processed.
See TPUD, page 10

See MVUSD, page 10

Prescribed burns helping ease the fuel load
BY AMY GITTELSOHN
THE TRINITY JOURNAL

AMY GITTELSOHN | THE TRINITY JOURNAL

Rick Sandidge of Firestorm Wildland Fire Suppression uses a drip torch during a prescribed burn at the Bar 717 Ranch in Hyampom.

The leader of the firing
team dipped his drip torch
toward the carpet of pine
needles at the top of a hill
and watched with his team
as the dried needles caught
fire and low flames took
hold.
Too slow a spread and it
could be a waste of time.
Too swift and today might
not be the day for a prescribed burn.
There had already been
checks of the temperature,
relative humidity, fuel
moisture, atmosphere and
wind speed and direction
at the location in Hyampom to make sure the fire
burned as desired and the
valley would not be socked
in with smoke.
“We’re not just burning
acres,” said Phil Dye of the
Milpitas Fire Department,
who helped to plan the
prescribed burn held at the
Bar 717 Ranch. “You want
a low intensity slow burn
just like Mother Nature
used to do.”
With the test fire looking
good and an OK from the
burn boss, the firing team
fanned out, each trailing a
line of flame from torches
fueled with a mix of diesel
and gas.

Monitors used equipment including
this sling psychrometer which measures air temperature and humidity
to keep track of conditions.

The 120-acre prescribed
burn conducted at the 425acre ranch Tuesday and
Wednesday of last week was
part of a program put on
by the Nature Conservancy
and Northern California
Prescribed Fire Council.
The goal is to provide
examples of good, backing
fires that consume shrubs,
brush and grasses, dead
logs and leaf litter, said
Jeremy Bailey of the Nature
Conservancy, incident commander on the project.
The burning followed
years of preparation.
From the Bar 717 Ranch,
owner Kent Collard got
interested in prescribed
fire in order to reduce fuel
loads and the possibility
of wildfire on the property
where a summer camp for
youths is held. Fire would
also open up rangeland for
See BURNS, page 10

World coming to Trinity in 2015
Weaverville to host world championship mountain bike race
CONTRIBUTED

Weaverville has a long history of hosting
mountain bike events, and for good reason
— the trails and ditch lines dug during the
gold rush days of 150-plus years ago are
now recognized by some mountain bikers
as being some of the most fun trails in the
country. Their gradual down-slopes and
arcing paths along the contours of the terrain provide just the type of experience that
riders love.
These trails have hosted the long-running
LaGrange Fall Classic, which dates back
to the early days of the sport, and the 12
Hours of Weaverville endurance race has
been an annual event since 2004.

Obituaries
Frances Anna Fulkerson, 85
Robert Joseph Morris, 78
George Glenn Griner, 75
April Cosette Bumgardner, 65
Kevin Fowler Latner, 45
— Page 7

In 2015 those near-perfect trails will
host the biggest cycling event to ever hit
Weaverville, the WEMBO World Solo 24 Hour
Mountain Bike Championships, an event
that will attract competitors from around
the globe Oct. 3-4.
The World Endurance Mountain Bike Organization is the international sanctioning
body of the 24 Hour World Championships.
Last year’s world championships were held
in Italy, this year’s was held last month
in Australia and the 2014 event will be in
Scotland.
When WEMBO officials decided that they
wanted the 2015 event to be in North America they polled many of their U.S.-based
past participants to learn which promoters

Sports

Homecoming

The Trinity football
team wraps up
league play and
seeks to solidify its
playoff position this
Friday in front of a
Homecoming crowd
after a 26-7 victory at
Willows last week.
— Page 8

had the best courses and provided the best
experience to their participants. Several racers pointed to the 12 Hours of Weaverville
course and after talks with that event’s
organizer, Vic Armijo of Team Bigfoot out
of Eureka, the 2015 date was awarded to
Weaverville and was officially announced
during the awards presentation at the
Australian event. Armijo has also worked
for the Race Across America, the longest
running and most prestigious road cycling
UltraCycling event and is in talks with them
to bring them on board with the Weaverville
event.
WEMBO has advised the promoter to
See WEMBO, page 10

Life

‘God of Carnage’

Mountain Actors Workshop presents awardwinning play starting Friday night.
— Page 11

PHIL NELSON | THE TRINITY JOURNAL

Mountain bikers take to the Weaver Basin trails
during the recent La Grange Classic. Mountain
bikers from around the world will soon be discovering our trail system.

Weather

Index

Mostly
cloudy with
a chance of
rain on and
off into next
week with
a few days of sunshine.
Daytime highs 49-68;
overnight lows 28-33.
— Page 2
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BURNS: Easing the fuel load
Continued from page 1

Halloween
fun

cattle at the ranch.
The ranch has been in Collard’s family
since 1902. Logging in the 1960s left the
slash behind, and brush had also grown
over the years.
The wildfires of 2008 were “pretty scary”
and did affect the business, he said.
Over the years a lot of mechanical work
and piling and burning — some with the
help of agencies — preceded last week’s
large burn.
“We kind of got to a point where we
thought we’d done enough with fuels work
where we could go in and reintroduce
fire,” Collard said.
He’d been working with the Watershed
Research and Training Center in Hayfork
toward that goal when the plan got a boost
from the Fire Council and the Nature
Conservancy.
The Fire Council was formed in 2009
to bring people interested in increasing
the use of prescribed fire together and is
headed by Director Lenya Quinn-Davidson, who grew up in Hayfork.
The Nature Conservancy puts on a Prescribed Fire Training Exchange that brings
together firefighters and fire managers
from around the United States and other
countries for hands-on training and information sharing in use of prescribed fire.
Quinn-Davidson listed the fields
of some of the approximately 30 participants: graduate and undergraduate
students, volunteer firefighters, city
firefighters and people with all levels of
experience from expert to beginner. And
their tasks ranged from cutting fire line
to those supervising the burn, the monitors and the holding crew. Some participants came from as far away as Spain and
Florida.
Employees from Firestorm Wildland Fire
Suppression based in Weaverville also participated both as trainees and trainers.
Several employees from the Watershed
Center participated in the project, including George Chapman, the center’s prescription fire program manager, who was
the burn boss and project planner. Others
were there to learn.

Top, Kimberly Trujillo
hands out candy at
Trinity Title during
the annual downtown
Weaverville Halloween candy giveaway
Thursday evening. The
giveaway, sponsored
by the Weaverville
Chamber of Commerce, gives parents
and kids a safe place
to trick-or-treat.
Bottom right, Gloria
Reynolds displays her
hook while handing out
candy at the Diggins.
Bottom left, 5-yearolds Claire and Owen
Cox display their
outﬁts while trick-ortreating as dad Dave
Cox and grandmother
Eleanore Scott keep
an eye on them.
PHIL NELSON |
THE TRINITY JOURNAL

‘Catching Fire’

On Tuesday, Nov. 19, at 7 p.m. Lenya
Quinn-Davidson, director of the Northern
California Prescribed Fire Council, will
host a documentary on prescribed ﬁre at
Northern Delights Coffee in Hayfork. The
documentary, “Catching Fire,” was made
by the Mid-Klamath Watershed Council. A
community discussion will follow. The event
is free.
  
More information on the Northern California Prescribed Fire Council is available
at www.norcalrxﬁrecouncil.org. The council
will meet in Anderson Dec. 5 and 6. The
meeting on the 5th will start at 8 a.m. at the
Gaia Hotel. A ﬁeld tour will be held on the
6th. The event is open to the public. There is
a registration fee.

The expertise is much appreciated, said
Michelle Medley Daniel, communications
and development coordinator for the Watershed Center.
“It does take people who know what
they’re doing,” she said. “We’re getting
people trained.”
When they arrived in Hyampom the
team had already burned 165 acres in
Orick in the Redwood National Park and
almost 100 acres on private properties
in Orleans. After the burn in Hyampom,
the group moved on to do a 20-acre burn
Thursday at the Whiskeytown National
Recreation Area near Shasta Bally.
While there have been incidents where
prescribed fires have gone out of control,
those incidents are almost always caused
by failure to follow the burn plan, Medley
Daniel said.
“We don’t burn out of prescription,”
Quinn-Davidson said, adding that if winds
had been too high or other factors were
outside the burn plan, “we would have
called it off.”
From the Bar 717, Collard was glad to get
the work done.
“I would like to do this on a regular basis,” he said. “In order for it to be effective
it has to be maintained. We can’t let it go
another hundred years.”

WEMBO: Race here in 2015
Continued from page 1

TPUD: Directors re-elected
Continued from page 1

Morris, a lifelong resident of Weaverville,
was one of the district’s founding board
members in 1981 and has been on the
board ever since. He joined his father in
owning and operating the family business, Morris & Company, in 1953. The retail
store closed in 1997 although the business
continues with building rentals and other
endeavors.
Owens moved to Hayfork in 1946 as a
child and has been on the TPUD board for
19 years. She has been director of the Roderick Senior Center in Hayfork since late
2002. She’s also worked for the schools as
a bus driver and county schools office as a
business assistant.
Jungwirth is director of enterprise development at the Watershed Research and
Training Center. He was co-founder/owner
of Jefferson State Forest Products in Hayfork, selling the business after 12 years.
Prior to the election, all three candidates
spoke about the importance of protecting Trinity County’s allotment of low-cost

power promised when construction of
Central Valley Project’s Trinity River Division was authorized.
Owens said her goals would be to keep
rates as low as possible, and she would
like to see everyone in the district served
and paying the same rate.
Morris, chair of the committee that
formed the district about 35 years ago and
a founding board member, spoke about
advances the district has made over the
years. Because the district was formed
and has since expanded to include most
of the county, residents save more than $7
million annually compared to if they were
paying PG&E rates, he said. The district has
invested to upgrade its system, he added.
Jungwirth said he’s not sure the district
is doing as much as it can to use its rates,
“among the lowest in the state,” as a selling point to entice businesses to come to
Trinity County.
He also spoke of making sure that all
citizens in the county get some benefit
from the low-cost power from the Trinity
River Division.

MVUSD: Hyampom’s Rapf wins
Continued from page 1

vious superintendent, who resigned after
the 2012 school year.
He also said the board needs to keep a
better eye on expenditures.
Rapf said Mountain Valley is facing the
same budget and socioeconomic issues
as other rural school districts across the
country, and the board constantly deals
with the budget.

He stressed the need to prepare students for college, saying, “There’s no
question in my mind that a high school
education is not enough.”
Moore said he supports college preparation and vocational training.
Rapf has lived in Hyampom most of
his life and formerly worked in the stock
exchange in San Francisco. He and his wife
have a winery/vineyard called Butter Creek
Ranch as well as a guest cabin business.

Mountain Valley Pacific - Floors & Gifts

Gifts for All Occasions Gif
ts

• Home Decor
by Local
Artists
10% • Glass Ware
off
• Kitchen Ware
regularly
priced
gifts

• Fire & Light
• ANNIEGLASS

Lic #619051

Made
in the
USA

623-3017 • 129 Forest Ave. Weaverville
Open: Tues - Fri 10 - 5:30, Sat 10 - 2 Closed Sunday and Monday

expect 250 to 300 participants — possibly
more — with well over half of those riders
coming from other countries such as Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Britain,
Brazil, Mexico, Canada, Italy, France, Switzerland and Spain.
Most will arrive several days early to
ride and learn the course and many will
stay afterward to take in the surrounding attractions. Most will also bring
along at least one friend or and family
member who will act as their pit crews.
Many will stay at local hotels, motels
and lodges, some will camp and others
are expected to arrive in rented motor
homes. In any case, local lodges, campgrounds, RV facilities, restaurants and
stores will surely notice an influx of
thin Americans and foreigners.
How does this race work?
The idea is simple; how many laps can
a racer complete between noon Saturday and noon Sunday? The course is
a 12-mile loop that starts and ends on
the sports fields at Trinity High School.
From the school the racers will ride
three miles up Weaver Bally Road, gaining 1,700 feet of altitude in the process.
The next mile is mostly level — a perfect
opportunity to recover from the climb,
and the remaining miles are the payoff,
nearly 8 miles of the twisting and turning single-track of the Day Ranch Trail,
Jackass Ridge, Howe Ditch and portions
of Garden Gulch.
Then it’s back to the start/finish in the
school where each rider is assigned a
10’x10’ pit area where their pit crew will
attend to their nutrition, hydration and
mechanical needs.
Most racers will ride virtually non-stop

for the entire 24 hours, stopping only for
nature breaks, taking all of their meals
and fluids while pedaling. Top competitors routinely bring two identical bikes
to such events enabling them to save
precious time each lap by simply switching from one bike to the other that
already has their food and fluids aboard
for the next lap.
When night comes racers mount highpower lights on their handlebars and
helmets. Modern lighting systems are
very bright and light the trails so well
that most riders will maintain nearly the
same speeds as they do in daylight.
While the event is nearly two years off,
planning and preparation is well under
way. Armijo has the United States Forest
Service permitting under way and has
had meetings with the Trinity County
Resource Conservation District and the
Trinity County Chamber of Commerce.
Dozens of volunteers will be needed for
the event to act as course marshals, to
staff aid stations, direct parking and
other tasks.
Armijo will reach out to local organizations in the coming weeks to fulfill
these needs with a plan of utilizing the
2014 mountain bike events as “dress
rehearsals” for the big show coming the
following year. Dates are not finalized
but the 2014 events will consist of the
LaGrange Fall Classic in October, the 12
Hours of Weaverville, the Spring Enduro
and possibly one other spring event.
For information on 2014 and on the
2015 WEMBO World Solo 24 Hour Mountain Bike Championships visit www.
teambigfoot.net.
Aditional information will also be
available on The Trinity Journal’s Web
site as it becomes available.

TAUSD: Challenger wins
Continued from page 1

Electric Utility. With his wife Cherie he has
raised three children here with the youngest now in her freshman year at Trinity
High School.
He’s a graduate of Point Loma University
in San Diego with a bachelor’s degree in
engineering physics and he recently completed a master’s degree in public administration from National University. He is a
registered professional electrical engineer
and an elder at the First Baptist Church in
Weaverville.
Ousted incumbent Simmons, 65, previously served three terms on the Trinity
High School Board of Trustees followed

by two years on the unified Trinity Alps
district board before retiring in 2010. He
was reappointed by the board in 2012 to
fill the unexpired term of Stephen Hagen
who had resigned.
A 1966 Trinity High School graduate
who worked for 37 years in the Trinity
County Department of Transportation
engineering division before his retirement
eight years ago, Simmons is currently the
head softball coach at the high school.
Aikins, 62, who worked for 20 years as
a building contractor in Trinity County,
is currently employed by Verizon as a
lineman and is an active volunteer with
school athletic activities and community
organizations.
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