1 THESSALONIANS


First Letter to the THESSALONIANS
1 Paul, Silas, and Timothy were followers of Jesus who encouraged others to follow God’s advice for a better life.  They wrote this letter to Jesus’ followers in Thessalonica, a prominent city on the northeastern coast of Greece.

Encouragement to Follow God’s Advice
Dear Friends,

Whenever we pray, we thank God that you’ve decided to follow God’s advice and help others in need, as Jesus did.  Since you began doing this while you were experiencing a hard time, you realize how practical it is.  You’re good examples of how God helps people enjoy a better life when they follow God’s advice.  
Jesus’ followers throughout Greece and surrounding countries have already heard about you, so we don’t have to tell them ourselves.  They know we encouraged you to stop worshipping idols and begin following God’s advice.  God keeps the memory of Jesus alive to help us avoid the consequences of our self-centered behavior. 
2 As you know, the people in Philippi gave us a hard time before we came to help you follow God’s advice, but God gave us the courage to do so anyway.  We didn’t try to flatter you or appeal to your selfish nature to lure you to follow it.  We were just serving as God’s messengers, as Jesus did, and letting you know that we care about you.  We worked day and night helping those in need and encouraging you to follow God’s advice, as parents encourage  their children.  We’re thankful that you’ve decided to do so and that God is helping you enjoy a better life.  
Some of your fellow citizens are giving you a hard time for following God’s advice, as some people in Judea did when they killed Jesus and God’s other spokesmen.  They even drove us out so we wouldn’t encourage others to follow God’s advice.  But now they’re suffering the consequences.
Since we’ve been gone for some time, I’d really like to visit you again, but we haven’t had the opportunity.  We’re just glad to hear that you’re following Jesus’ example.  When we were with
3 you, we told you that some people would give you a hard time for doing so, which we’ve also experienced.  So while we were in Athens, we decided to send Timothy to help and encourage you.  When he returned and told us how much you care about others, he mentioned that you appreciated our first visit and are looking forward to the next one.  We thank God that you’re following Jesus’ example, but we’re praying for another opportunity to help you follow it even better.  We hope God will help you care about others as much as we care about you, and that you’ll follow God’s advice as well as Jesus and others did.
4 We want to encourage you to work honestly for what you need.  If you cheat to get it, God will hold you accountable.  So when you refuse to follow God’s advice, you’re rejecting God’s help for a better life.
As I mentioned, people throughout Greece know that you care about others, and we want to encourage you to keep doing so.  We also want to remind you to work hard so you won’t need to rely on others for help.
We want to let you know what’s going to happen to your loved ones who’ve died so you won’t be without hope, as some people are.  God brought Jesus back to life after he died and will do the same for everyone who follows his example.  So spread the word that we’ll spend the rest of our existence with God.
5 There’s no point in my speculating about when people will suffer the consequences for not following God’s advice, because you already know that it will happen when they least expect it.  They may think they can avoid it but it will definitely occur, like the pain that comes with childbirth.
While others are ignoring God’s advice, we should follow it so we can enjoy life as God intended.  God wants us to care about others to the point of giving our lives for them, as Jesus did.  When we do that, we’ll avoid the consequences of self-centered behavior.  So you should continue to encourage each other to follow his example.

You should also respect your leaders who are helping you follow God’s advice.  Instead of seeking revenge against others, try to get along with them, encourage those who are unemployed or discouraged, help those who are sick, and be patient with everyone.  
God would like you to enjoy life as Jesus demonstrated it.  So ask for help whenever you need it and remember to thank God for it.  Let God help you evaluate the advice people offer.  If it corresponds with God’s, go ahead and follow it, but if it appears to be self-centered, ignore it.  The more you follow God’s advice, the more you’ll enjoy life as Jesus did.
Please share this letter with everyone there.  Give them our greetings and ask them to keep praying for us. 






Sincerely,







Paul
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